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friday october nth 1895 after at-
tending to some necessary business in
conecpion with the transportation of el-
ders I1 commenced my bithi orical labors
in auckland new zealand pertaining
to the australasian mission assisted by
elder jonnjohn johnson who is the secre-
tary of the mission he commenced to
act in that capacity a few months ago
when elder ben goddard the former
secretary returned home from a longiong
and faithful mission

saturday october lath I1 continued
my labors of the day previous and was
introduced to elder charles hardy
president of the scattered fragments of
what was once the auckland branch
brother hardy embraced the gospelGo in
1854 in australiaAtiat ralia and together with
other saints sailed from the province of
victoria april 1855 on the brig
garguenaTarguena bound for america but the
ship sprang a leak and only brought her
passengers to honolulu hawaii where
she was declared unfit for further sea
service and the emigrants hidhad to pur-
sue their way from there to america as
best they could brother hardy who
faswas then an unmarried man succeeded
inin reaching san bernardinoBernarBernaraino california
where he lived for several years but in-
stead of going to utah when the san
bernardino saints migrated thither
brother hardy went to england where
he took to himself a wife and in due
course of time wendedbended his way to new
zealand where he has raised quite a
family after the elapse of many years
hebe saw a latter day saint meeting ad-
vertisedverti sed in an auckland paper which
caused the old spirit of mormonism to
come upon him anew and he made him-
self known to the elders and was in
due course of time baptized by elder
john P otof salt lake city
since thenethen hebe has remained a faithful
member of the church and has often

the mission in a material way
beinbeing blessed with some of this worlds
goods

thursday october irth having oc-
casion to seek retirement while consult-
ing about matters of importance elder
william gardner and myself started out
on an early morning walk in the course
of which we ascended the famous mount
eden an extinct volcano situated about
three miles inland from the business part
of auckland the mount or hill is
about feet high and the view from
its summit is most extensive and mag-
nificentent all around is seen the craters
of extinct volcanoes a careful count foot-
ing up the remarkable total otof 63 with
in a radius olof five miles showing what
a warm corner of the earth this must
have been at some prehistoricpre historic date
auckland with its beautiful suburbs
and splendid harbor liehei spread out at
ones feet and beyond the Wai takeru
ranges on one side and the caroman
dels on the other while the extinct vol-
canocano Rangi toto with its cone
dominates the landscapelandsape straight ahead
mount eden is also interesting in other
points the crater remains a perfect
inverted cone forming a vast alphi
theatre which is sometimessomsoni times used for mass

meetingsbefi of the populace in older
maoriari days the hill was a pa or strong-
hold and the terraced fortifications are
plainly visible on its sides

auckland containing a population of
about including suburbs is situ-
ated on the shores of WahWait emata har-
bor a beautiful stretch of water branch-
ing from the haurani gulf the ground
upon which the city is built is rolling
and some of the hills are quite steep
but as the streets instead of croscrossinbing
each other at right angles have been
laid out so as to conform to the hill
slopes the streets are quite nicely grad-
ed auckland is the chief port for the
trade with the south pacific islands
the city was founded by governor
william hobson in 1843 and it re-
mained the capital of new zealand till
1864 when the seat of government was
removed to wellington

since october 1854 auckland
has been known to latter day saint
history on that day eiders augustus
farnham and william cook landed in
auckland from australia as messengers
of truth and salvation to10 the people of
new zealand which at that time con-
tained a population of only about
whites auckland only had two or
three thousand people in 1854 the
elders on arriving found all the houses
of accommodation in the city full in
consequence of an influx of emigrants
consequently they had to hire
dished apartments to live in after first
visiting the respective ministers or
preachers of different denominations
they gave notice by advertisement of a
series of meetings which they intended
to hold at the venetian cottage for-
merly the residence otof general pitt
their meetings were well attended and
there was considerable inquiry on the
part of the people many of whom pur-
chased books treating upon the princi-
ples of the gospel after holding sev
eral meetmeetingsinKs the two elders proceeded
to One hunga a small town situated on
the manukaumanutau harbor on the west coast
seven miles from auckland intending
0o hold meetings there but the early de-
parture of the steamer on which they
were to sail for wellington prevented
them from preaching there the first
branch of the church in new zealand
was raised up by william cook after
the return to australia of augustus
farnham early in 1855 at karorikafori near
wellington I1 have been unable to
learn of any other organization of the
church in new zealand till 1867 when
elder carl C asmussenasmussen who had re
bently embraced the falness of the gos-
pel in england baptized six persons at

near christ church on the
south island and ordained william
burnett an elder but no branch was or-
ganizedgani zed though meetings were held
every sunday lorfor some time and others

in 18701870 robert beauchamp
revived the work near wellington and
in april 1870 a branch consisting otof
eighteen members is reported to
exist at barbrikarori near wellington where
the former branch of 1855 had been
raised up by elder cook on janujanuaryary
ath 1871 a conference was held at
karorikafori at which thirty one adult mem-
bers of the church in new zealand was

i represented including four elders in
the latter part of december 1871 elder

henry dryden and brother jos
bett with their respective famfamil
en souls altogether sailed frodi
zealand per steamer nevada ae

tie company which seems to be tx
latter day saints to emigrate dildi
utah from new zealand arrived iia
lake city february loth i

december irth 1875 elders ftfresi
hurst charles hurst john T RRC
william mclachlan landed at au
as missionaries iromfrom utahulah the
of the four elders and that of
thomas steed who was sent over
australia about the same time r
termed the commencement of ppe
missionary work in new Z
though I1 believe even after ttl
field was without representation
zion once for a year or more
though elders landed at and
their departure from auckland sonot

missionary work was d
that city till after the arrival of I1
john P sorensen of salt lake
on december irth 1879 hee
menaced to preach in auckland at
odd fellows hall january irth
and baptized his first converts binlW
city february 18801880 A noalnum
others followed and on june 60
he organized a branch of the chui
auckland with elder wm john
donald the first man baptizebaptie r

president for many years the
land branch was strong anand
though contentions occasionoccasionally11

among some of the members t
due course of time the cream at
branch emigrated to zion othersothers
tati zed and there are at present at
few scattered members of the ororga
tionlion left among those are sister
ding and family with whom we he
little meeting on sunday evening
herber irth it the branch is not ret
in therhe near future it will not be the I1

of elderseiders johnson and browning
are laboring with a zeal which
ponente say is worthy of aaa better dav

to establish the cause olof zion inia i

beautifullul city of auckland and vichvical

monday october irth in pertal
the records of the australasian mdate
I1 found that no accounts of the lalat
of the early missionaries have been piserved at least they are not at cyb
headquarters of the mission at the ctetP
ent time the record which is kiiknow
as the mission history has been vauWs
kept since that date nearly two hui
dred missionaries from zion have rand
ed on the shores of new zealand siltsteely1I
1881 of whom upwards of sixty im
pleading the cause of truth here at elweht
present time the bigger half among timthe k
maori people

the australasian mission ambembe
new zealand australia and easmta
the new zealand part of the mimission i

divided into fifteen districts of wbwhig
twelve are maori and three euroeurope
districts though some european 1

work is also carried on in so
of the maori districts the namesdameg W5
the districts commencing with the nor
end of the north island and finisfinishingbia
with the south end of south island a
as follows bay of islands whangarei
auckland waikatoWaikato Hau rakieraide taura
ga poverty bay or turan
gagui mabia hawkes bay t
Wairarapa wairaukairau canterbury andam

the first twelve embrace th
north and the three last the
island the auckland canterbury mdasa

1

are the three european districts


