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Friday, October 11th, 1895. After at-
tending 10 some necessary business in
conecnion with the transportation of El-
ders, I commenced my historical labors
in Auckland, New Zealand, periaining
to the Australasian Mission, assisted by
Eider John Johnson, who is the secre-
tary ol the mission. He commenced 1o
act in that capacity a lew months ago,
when Elder Ben Goddard, the lormer
secrelary, returned home from a long
and faithful mission,

Saturday, October 12th. I continued
my labors of the day previous, and was
introduced to Elder Charles Hardy,
president of the scattered fragments of
what was once the Auckland branch.
Brother Hardy embraced the Gospel in
1854, in Australia, and, together with
other Sainis, sailed from the province of
Victoria, April 27th, 1835 on the brig
Targuena, bound lor America. But the
ship sprang a leak and only brought her
passengers to Honolulu, Hawaii, where
she was declared unfit for further sea
service; and the emigrants hdd to pur-
sue their way from there to America as
best they could. EBrother Hardy, who
was then an uimarried man, succeeded
in reaching San Bernardino, California,
where he lived for several years; but in-
stead of going to Utah when the San
Bernardino Saints migrated thither,
Brother Hardy went to England, where
he took to himsell a wife, and in due
course of time wended his way 1o New
Zealand, where he has raised quile a
family. After the elapse of many years
he saw a Latier-day Saintmeeting ad-
vertised in an Auckland paper, which
caused the old spirit of Mormonism to
come upon him anew, and he mnade him-
sell known to the Elders, and was in
due course of time baptized by Elder
John P. Sorenson, of Salt Lake City.
Since then he has remained a faithful
member of the Church, and has often
asssisted the mission in a material way,
being blessed with some of this world’s
goods,

‘Thursday, October.13th. Having oc-
casion to seek retirement while cogsult-
ing about matters of importance, Elder
William Gardner and myself started out
on an early morning walk, in the course
of which we ascended the famous Mount
Eden, an extinct volcano, situated about
three miles inland from the business part
of Auckland. The mount or hill is
about 640 feet high, and the view from
its summit 15 most extensive and mag-
pificent. All around is seen the craters
of extinct volcanoes, a careful count foot-
ing up the remarkable total ot 63, with-
in a radius of five miles, showing what
a warm corber of the earth this must
have been at some pre.historic date.
Auckland, with its beautilul suburbs
and splendid harbor, lies spread out at
one’s feet, and beyond the Waitakeru
ranges on one side and the Coroman-
dels on the other, while the extinct vol-
cano, Ramgitoto, with its triole cone,
dominatles the landsape straight ahead
Mount Eden is also interesting in other
points, The crater remains a perfect
inverted cone, fcrming a vast amphi-
theatre, which is somtimes used for mass

meetings of the populace. In older
Maori days the hill was a pa or strong-
hold, and 1he terraced fortifications are
plainly visible on ils sides,

Auckland, contaning a population ot
about 51,600, including suburbs, is situ-
aled on the shores of Waitemata har-
bor, a beauliful streich of water branch-
ing from the Hatiraki Gulf. The ground
upon whicli the city is built is rolling,
and some of the hills are quite sleep;
but as the sircets, instead of crossing
2ach other at right angles, have been
laid out so as to conform to the hill
slopes, the streets are quite nicely grad-
ed. Auckland is the chiefl port for the
trade with the South Pacific Islands.
The city was founded by Governor
William Hobson, in 184>, and it re-
mained the capual of New Zealand 1tili
1864, when the seat ol government was
removed to Wellington.

Since October 27th, 1854 Auckland
has been known to Latier-day Saint
history. On that day Eiders Adgustus
Farnham and William Cook landed in
Auckland from Australia, as messengers
of truth and saivation to the people ol
New Zvaland, which at that time con-
tained a population of only about 30,000
whites. Auckland only had two or
three thousand peopie in 1854. The
Eiders, on arriving, lound all the houses
of accommodation 1m the city full, in
consequence of an influx of emigrants;
consequently they had to hire unfur
nished apartments to live in.  After first
visiting the respeciive mnlinisters or
preachers of different denominations,
they gave notice by advertisement, of a
series of meetings which they intended
to hold at the Venetian cottage, (for-
merly the residence ot General Piit).
Their meetings were well attended, and
there was considerable inquiry on the
part of the people, many of whom pur-
chased books treating upon the princi-
ples of the Gospel. After holding sev
eral meetings the two Elders proceeded
to Opehunga, a small town situated on
the Manukau harbor, on the west coast,
seven miles from Auckland, intending
to hold meetings there; but the early de-
parture of the steamer, on which they
were to sail for Wellington, prevented
them from preaching there. The first
branch of the Church in New Zealand
was raised up by William Cook, afler
the return to Australia ol Augusius
Farnham, early in 1855, at Karori, near
Wellington. I have been unable to
learn of any other organizalion of the
Church in New Zealand, till 1867, when
Elder Carl C. Asmussen, who had re-
cently embraced thne tulness of the Gos-
pel in England, baptized six persons’ at
Kaipol, near Christ Church, on the
Sourh Island, and ordamned William
Burnett an Eider; but no branch was or-
ganized, though reetings were held
every Sunday lor some time, and others
bapiized. In 1870, Robert Beauchamp
revived the work near Wellington, and
m Aprii 1870, a branch, consisting of
eighteen members, is reported 1o
exist at Karori, near Wellington, where
the former branch of 1855 had been
raised up by Elder Cook, On January
8th, 1871, a conference was held at
Karori. at which thirtv-one adult mem-
bers of the Church in New Zealand was
represented, inciuding four Elders. In

the latter part of December, 1871, Elder -

L]
Henry Dryden and Brother Joseph Fas:
cett, with their respective families (elev
en souls altogether), sailed from New
Zealand, per sfeamer Nevada. This ht-
tle company, which seems to be the first
Latter day Saints to emigrate direct 10
Utah trom New.Zealand, arrived in Sall
Lake City, February 71oth, 1872, Oo
December 14th, 1875, Elders Frederick
Hurst, Charles Hurst, John T. Rich and"
William McLachlan landed at Aucklané
as misswonaries from Utah. The arn¢
of the tour Elders and that of Elder
Thomas Steed, who was senl over froat
Ausiralia about the same time, may be
termed the commencement of perpelual
missionary work in New Zealand,
though I believe even after that the
field was without representation from
Zion once, for a year or more. Buf
though FElders landed at and took
their departure from Auckland, no Suc:
cesssful missionary work was done i
that city tili after the arrival of Elder
John P. Sorensen of Salt- Lake Cit¥,..
on December 16th, 1876. He com:
menced to preach in Auckland (at thes
QOad Fellows Hal:i). January r1th, 185
and baptized his first converts in 1hat
city, February 29tli, 188c A number off
others tollowed, and on June 6th, 1859, |
he organized a branch of the Churchin
Auckland, with Elder Wm. John Mc:
Donald (the first man baptized)y a5:
president. For many years the Auck-
land branch was strong and livelyy
though conlentions occasionally arose
among some of the members. But in
due course of time the ‘“‘cream of the
branch’’ emigrated to Zion; others apos=
tatizad, and there are at present only a
few scattered members of the organiza-
tion leit. Among those are Sister Har-
ding and family, with whom we held a
litlle meeting on Sunday evening, Octo-
ber 13th. If the branch is not revived
in ihe near future, 1t will not be the fault
of Elders Johnson and Browning, who
are laboring with a zeal which their op-
ponents say is worthy ol a better cause,
to establish the cause of Zion in the
beautitul city ol Auckland and vicinitys

Monday, October 14th, In perusing
the records of the Ausiralasian mission
I tound tbat no accounts of the labofs®
of the early missionaries have been pre-
served; at least, they are not at the
headquarters ot the mission at the pres-
ent time. The record, which is koowd
as the mission history, has been well”
kept since that date. Nearly 1two huD-:
dred missionaries from Zion, have land- .
ed on the shores of New Zealand since
1881, of whom upwards of sixty are
pleading the cause of truth here at the
present time, the bigger hall among the
Maori people.

The Australasian mission embraces
New Zealand, Australia and Tasmapia. -
The New Zealand part of the mission is
divided into fifteen districts, of which
twelve are Maori and three European
districts; though some European mis;
sionary work is also carried on 1n some
of the Maori districts. The names of
the districts commencing with the north
end of the North Island and finishing
with the south end of Somh Island are
as follows: Bay of Islands, Whangarei,
Auckland, Waikato, Haurakie, Taurans
ga, Waiapu, Poverty Bay (or Turan:,
ganui), Mahia, Hawkes Bay, Mavnawatu,
Wairarapa, Wairau, Canterbury ang!‘
Otaga. The firsi twelve embrace the
North and the three last the South.
Island. The Auckiand, Canterbury andg
Otago are the three European districts:
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