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RELIGIQUS.

Sunday Services.

Religious services were held at the
Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday,
May 17th, 1891, commenciug at 2 p.m.,
President A ngus M, Cannon presiding.

The choir and congregation sang
the hymn commencing:

Praise l.n'; the man who communed with Jobo-

Jes;: ulnoml.ed that Prophet and Seer.

Prayer was offered by FPatriarch
William J. S8mith.

The ¢holr sang the hymn:

Come, thou glorious day ol promise,
Come and shed thy choeriul ray.

The Priesthood of the Third Wnard
officiated in the administration of the
Bacrament.

ELDER JOHN NICHOLSON
wan the spealer. Fullowing is 1 syn-
opsis of bis remarks: He had been un-
expectedly requested to address the
large congregation which had sssem-
bled to engage in the worship of God
and to partake of the emblems of the
atopement made for humanity by our
blecesed Redeemer, who lived, was
with God the Father before tbe world

wasg, and is called the Lumb that was|

slain from before the foundation of the
world.

Bince the establishinent of the
Churci of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Baints there had been, to a large ex-
tent, s revolution in progress on re-
ligious subjecta throughout the world,
and many of the prineiples that had
been enunciated by the IKiders of that
Cburech were now aceuvpted as true, al-
though the source from which they
emunated was oot acknowledged., It
was pleasing to note that there was at
the present time an extensive iuquiry
regarding what the Latter-day Baints
belicved in and practiced as their re-
ligion, and this would have a most ex-
cellent reault, because the people at
large wonld come into possession of
facts regarding which mankind had
been uninformed, They had been ignor-
antin reapect to the belief of the Saints,
their churacter and their sima. The
time, he believed, was approaching
when thie ignorance would be dis-
pelled and light prevail on these sub-
Jects.

, He had of late disevvered many who
‘hnd been anxious to know the views of
the commuuity with which he himself
was nssociated concerning the origiu
of man. They hud heard it hinted
that there existed a belief in the minds
of the Latter-day Baints to the etfect
that cur present life waa preceded by an
existence before we came to dwell on
thia earth and tabernacled io the flesh.
Much interest was manifested by sume
intelligent peoglu in the views of the
Baints upou that subject alone, inas-
much as they were so different from
thuse which werv generally entertained
respecting the human family. They
wete unigue, and there were few to b
met with who were prepared to offer
reasons which would coofrovert the
position which the Latter<day Saints
took on this matter. There were those
inthe world who believed that this
life coopstituted the entire existence
of mankiod—that man came first into
being at his birth and that hia life as
au ludividuality terminated at his
deéath. Others entertaiticd u similar

belief as to the origin of man being
spontaneoua with hia birth, but that he
wouid continue te live after he Lad
departed {rom this mortal sphere to
another, and gone frem our natural

slght.
The positiou of the Latter-day
Haiota, 8s revealed through the

Prophet Joseph Smith—who under
(Glod was the founder of this Church—
was thut man lived before he came to
earth; that he was a splritual entity in
the u{ernal world prior to that time.
Perhaps some peraons who had been
atudents of the Bible would be some-
what surprised to find that that doctrine
waa contained within the lide of that
sacred record, and plaioly set forth.
He miight refer the congregation for
evidence of this to numbers of passages

contained in  Holy Writ, but
perhaps the mere refierence
to ooe would be sufficient. Take,

as an instance, the case of Jeremiah
the Prophet, coocerning whem the
Liord, speaking by the voice,power, and
the apirit of revelation, atated that he
wags chosen and ordsined to be a pro-
phet before he was formed in thebody.
[t would be ressonable to presume, of
course, that nothing could be chosen
which had po existence at the time
the selection was made; therefore the
conclusion must be that when Jere-
miah was chosen to be a Prophet and
s minister of God he lived; or he would
not have been appmoted or aet apart
for a special purpose.

Hence the belief of the Latter-uay
SBainte was in conformity with the
teachinga of the bible on this subject —
that we lived as the sons and
| daughters of God in the spirit before
we came to take on A new experience
in mortality, in order that thereby we
might he fitted for u ‘‘greater and more
exceeding weight of glary?’ hereafter.
Objectivns, however, were brought
agaiust this position. For example, it
was sometimes asked, “Lf it he true
that man existed before he c¢ame on
earth, how is it that he has no recol-
lection of the life prior to this??* This
meant, he presumed, on the part of the
.objectur, that there being Do memory
thereof, the idea of a previous life must
be n fallagy—the clai.n to it muat be
baseless. But there was, to his miud,
a position which ret this objection
aside. Who was there in that audi-
snce ot elsewhere thut had the slighteat
recollection of anything thattranapired
from his birth until he was six montha
old? And if there eould be a lapse of
memory regarding any period of man’s
life here, how much more reasonably
would the fact upply to a life prior to
this one? Then,we beheld the advance-
menl aad progress of man in all the
perfection of his organiem, ments] and
physical:

“In form and moving how express
and admirable! in action bhow like an
angel! in apprehension how like agod!”

He was the perfection, so far as we
knew, of the handiwork of the Creator,
“Man koow thyeelf.”* [f & man be-
came acquainted with himself he
obtained s knowledge of the most
magoiticent mystery so far as
our iutelligence now extended in
our eftorte to grapple with the nature
and constilution of maukind. Behold
mup’s achievementa, how wonderful
they are—the marveious products of
the mind which God had given him,
Wauae U reasonable or philosuphical,
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therefore, to conclude that thia waa the
result of an almost spontanecus opera-
ion? Had this advancement been
achieved within a brief space of time?
If 80, theu here was something that
wab in opporitlon to nll the operations
of nature a8 we see them; for they were
graduul; they were progressive and
developed step by step until higher de-
grees of perfection were attained. It
was, to his view, much more reason-
able to conclude that what we beheld of
mankind was the result of former prog-
ress, former development, former ex-
periences and former achievements
thapo that it was all uccomplished be-
tween the eradleand thegrave, Neither
wag it to be presumed that such a
trlumph of the Creators* work was des-
tined to beannihllated at the end of
thia brief span of life. He held that
the faith of the SBalnts oo thia subject,
and in what was contained within the
sacred record, was not only in unison
with revelation but with reapon snd
true philosophy, with the laws and
operations of nature as we believed
them everywhere.

How phall we follow the Savior in
thie life, that we may be among the
redeemed who will dwell with Him in
eternity? Belief in Him leadiog to
satvation wagp Lot B mere action of the
mind from a religioua standpoint. 1t
meant s living faith; for bulief without
action was powerless. If any of us
had imbibed the idea thut we could be
saved by meaua of a dead faith, we
should disabuse our miuds of that faila-
cy and enleavor to obtain the spirit
and power of a moving falth. Christ
repudiated that idea io His minis-
try, when He sald, “In vain call
ye Me lLord, Lord, snd do not the
thiongs which [ have commanded
you,”’

All nen were ealled upon to repent
of their sios. This war essential, for
the Bpirit of God could pot dwell in
uoclean taberpacles, and they were
unclean when those who possessed”
them broke the laws of God and nature.
There muat be a rectification of won-
duct and a4 laying aside of erronecus
views which kept the minds of men in
chains of darkness, so that there might
be a preparation made¢ for that which
followed. It was not only made plain
that the object of baptisms waa for
the remission of stog, but that
it was a yart of the law of
righteousness, and it became even the
Hon of God to deliver it, so that the
chaln of gbedicnee unto the require.
ments of God might be complete in
sver link. Whothat was a professing

believer would say that it was Dot

necespaty to be baptized for the re-
mission of 8ins? He who did so raised
objection pot ouly to the instructions
but to the act of the Son of God, and
the teachings of His authorized and
commissioned servants. He could not
see how any believer in Christ, a8 ex-
hibited in the Bibie, could take u posi-
tiou againat the necessity of the burlal
in the water and the resurrection from
it free from gin, as a type of Christ’s
work for humanity. There were people
who immersed helievers in water
and initiated them into their churches
in thia way, claiming that it was all
right. Butin the carea to which he
now referred’ there wav a most vssen-
tial element absent—that of authority
te administer. Who could claim to be
an agent of hia own aecord for Eny



