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TRANSCENDING THE LAW.

A rFEw days ago our Washington
corresponident made mention of the
pardon, by President Cleveland, of
a pumber of “Mormons” who were
serving out terms io the Bioux Clity,
Dakota, penitentiary. He explained
some of the reasons for the exercige
of executive eclemency in these
cases. Among them was that the
recipients of clemency had been
convicted and sentenced under two
indictments, the one for unlawful
cohabitation and the other for adul-
tery.

According tothe viewsofthe Chief
Magistrate and the Department of
Justice, this procedure was of a plece
witk the segregation system that
was Inaugurated by the Utah Jju-
diciary, and subsequently wiped out
by a unanimous det,imon of the
SBupreme Court of the United
Btates. The theory of the Presi-
dent and the Department of Justice
is that thesc are eases of unlawful
cohabitatfon, pure and simple. This
opinion, as stated Ly our correspond-
ent, is shared by every prominent
Inwyer at the capital. ;i

We have never been able to sec
this point in any other light, and,
taking it as correct, the sending of
men to prison for lonj terms under
two indictments, convictions and
sentenees, for but one infringement
of the lnw, 1s an outrage that should
not Le permitted to continune. A
‘method more effe¢tual than the in-
terpogition of exccutive clemency
should be applied. It should be
stopped short at its source. Justice
demands that this should be done,
providing this condition of things

continues. No one should” de-
mur to a just, fair, and bhu-|
rmane adminlstration of the Inws,

but there is good cause for complaint
when extrajudicial nwthods are
applied. When such s the case the
process assumes the aspect of vin-
dictiveness and persecutlon, as in
the case of Bishop Maughan, dis-
posed of by Judge Henderson a ghort
time since.

"It has baen ¢laimed by the ¢ourte

‘requested.

here that the anti-*Mormon’’ part
of the late Congressional legislation
was not aimed at sexual sins, from
which it was almiited the ‘“Mor-
mons’’ were phenomenally free,

| Tt was aimed at a peculiar marriage

gysten:. Hence any kind of associa-
tion hetween the parties was deemed
sufficient for conviction of unilaw-
ful cohabitation. This association
might be gexual. If so, that would
be sufficient for the purposes of the
prosecution, This being the case,
association of that charncter is an
clement of the offense. It follows,
therefore, that to convict a man of
unlawful marital cohubitation, and
then conviet him again on the
ground of an element of that same
offense and call it adultery, is. an
encronchment upon one of the most
common and essential priociples of
law—*that no man shall be piaced
in jeopardy twlce for the same of-
fonse.??

It may be asked why the adultery
and fornication clauses were placed
in the Edmunds-Tucker law. Oune
cogent reason was to meect the ob-
jection raised against the measure to
the effect that it was entirely anti-
“Mormon?®’ or one -sided. These

other elements were inscrted to ap-
ply to cases outside of the ““marriage
relation,’? and thus take away the
excuse for opposition to the act on
the ground of persecution.

Tostead of recognizing this fact,
some of the Judges have in the
cages of non-“Mormons” coovicted
of adultery suspended sentence or
intlicted a light fine, while “Mor-
nons,’? whose cases were nlready
covered by conviction of unlawtul
cobabitation, have bheen sent to
prigon for long termms.

In all such cases ns thore last re-
furred to executive clemency should
step in and preévent the full gone
summation of such extra-judi-
cial outrages. Tt would also be
well in future, when instances of
that kind occur, to formulate a fuli
statement ‘of the, proeeedings and
make representations of facts in the
proper guarters. The people have
the right to -demand thit officials
appointed to “administer the law
shall keep within it. In case they
persist in transcendlng its Lounds,
their reronoval should be Vvigorously
The law without' par-
tiality and without vindietiveness
in'what is wanted. Nothing more,
nothing less.

e

Remember faith,: virtue, knowl-
edge, temperance, patience, brother-
ly kindness, godliness, Charity,
humility, diligence.—Dge: and Cou,
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FALSE REPRESENTATION.

A TErsoN npamed Forhan has
been acting for some time in the
capacity of accretary to the Salt
Lake Chunber of Comtnerce. He
was not knoewn here until he ap-
penred In that role, be:ng an impor-
tatlon.

At Inst night’s meeting of the
Chamber he made ani anoual report.
It is a long, drawn out document. -
plentitully sprinkled with the per-
ropal pronoun 1,77 ascociated with
the verb “recommend.’’ It is as
lengthy ns an ordinary messnge of a
Prusident of the United Stutes to
Congress, but not nearly so modest,
heeause, presumably, mueh more im-
portant. Tn one plice he says:
[ think we deserve a vote of

thanks from the whole Terri-
tory, including Opden, Provo,
Nephi and other points.?? It would

have been more consistent with the
entirety of.the paper had the *fwe’?
in the portion quoted boen sup-
planted by another 1.2 This waifjt.
of harmouny may -probably have
been the result of » mild flash of
modesty cf the aame kind as that
which must have seized Governor
West when he consented fo share
the power of appoioting all the pub-
lic officers in Utah with a territorial
cornmirsion.

This Forhan importation sitsupon
the pyramidal elevation of his own
egotism and passeth judgment 1n
genern], nnd nlso In particular. He
undertakes to insult the whole com-
munity aud lower the tone and
influence of the Chamber of Com-

merce, which . is ecapable of
great materin]l  uscfulpness. His
pitching a  shovelful of dirt’

into the premises and leaviog -it
there may be because he is about to

- vacate—he retires from the Secre-

taryship. Tt is to be presumed that
he must be filled with the idea that
the chamber will not long survive
such & terrible blow. But whereln
has this slmlfowy,icprtad-eagle W igg-..
nere msulted‘ the community? The
nnswcr lies 5} this gquotation from
the higghfal utin report:

“1 regret to-be obliged to say it,
but our scheul-houses aré a shame
and disgrmce to American eitizens.
Burely our population ol 35,0u0-4),-
000 should be able to nccompllahps
much in educational matters a8 is
aceomplished clsewhere. The pub-
lic school ig the proudest boast of pur
Republic.  The natious of the werld
have never given & greater blessing
to humanity. And yet we are not
in line, in thie respeet, with other
communitics. Outside of Utah and,
I might say, cutside of Salt Luke,
there_ir smot a cominunity of 5,000
people that.could not-in the ‘matter



