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DIDISCOURSECOURSE
By President George Q CannonGannon atat-

thethe Quarterly Conference Salt
Lake OilyCity Monday Afternoon
September 2nd 1188989

This Conference has been a very
interesting occasion and I have no
doubt but that everyone who has at-atat-
tended

atat-
tendedtended all the meetings has felt am-amam-
ply

am-
ply

amam-
plyply repaid for the time that has been
spentnt I suppose the most of us are
very busy and could fufurnish excuses
fortor not being present if we wished toto-

do
to-

do
to-

dodo aoso But Ir do not know any place
where time could have been spent
more profitably or to better advan-
tage

advan-
tagetagee thanthan attending this Conference
There is plenty of work for us aHal toto-

do
to-

do
to-

dodo but if we were to allow ourselves
to be deterred from our duties or
permit ourselves to be engrossed
with worldly cares theretheft is no
doubt we could justify ourselves toto-

IKIKsomeme extenttent in doing so But would
this berbe r I have always felt
as soon as I1 reached an age to re-rere-

flect
rere-

flect upon this subject that our spirspir-spir-
Itual

spir-
itual

spir-
itual natures require as much care
as88 our physical natures need nournour-nour-
ishment

nour-
ishment I1 believe that we can
starve our spirits impoverish them
and dwarf ourselves by so doing I
have found in my own experience i

o although I have labored a
g-

oodgood dealthatmentallythat by attending meetmeet-meet-
ing1 luglog regularly on the Sabbath day it
bas been a day of rest to me yet

la-

m

many persons might be disposed to
excuse themselves by saying that
ther brains were tired and going to
meeting on Sunday only added to
the weariness I know by experi-
ence

experi-
ence

experi-
enceence we can rest by attendingng meetmeet-meet-
Ing

meet-
ingsIngingsingal and partaking of the Spiritwhichwhich generally prevail indnd which
should always prevail i
ings And I am personal
obServation that men and women
who this prosper in their worldly
circumstances and get along just asas-

well
as-

well
as-

wellwell and better than those who
think they cannot spare the time to
worship God You may notice it
that men who work on the Sabbath
day accomplish no more and frefre-fre-
quently

fre-
quently

fre-
quently not as much as those who
confinecontine their labor to the days ap-apa-p for labor And such occaocca-
mons as the present occur none too
frequently to gigiveve us the opportu-
nitypity of coming together and listenUsten-listen-
ing

listen-
inging to the words of counsel and in-inin-

k

in-

struction
i-nk imparted by the Spirit of

r the Lord unto us
l We need constant

I have wished since the Conference
commenced that every LatterdayLatt-er

I

f Saint in this Stake could have been
present to hearbear the teachings that
have boonbeen given There have been
many precious counsels given and
many precious testimonies borne
I know it takes allan my time and allaJl
my attention to keep myself
straightmight to ketkeepp myself in the concon-con-
dition

con-
dition I think I should be in and
Indeed I am not satisfied even then
thatthat is with myself

There are many things growingtpip among us that are contrary to
the spirit of Zion many things
operating upon our people that call
for grave thouthoughtht and careful con-con

We are now as has
been the casease with us from the be-bebebe-

ginningginning papassingsing through new

t

LL

I

scenes encountering new difdif-dif-
ficulties

dif-
ficulties

dif-
ficulties and so much has

I this been the case that our
lives as Latter-dayLatter Saints have
possessed it might be said dramdram-dram-
atic

dram-
atic

dram-
atic interest Our history as aa-

Church
a-

Church
a-

ChurchChurch has been like a drama No
scenes acted upon the theatrical
stage ever possessed more engrossengross-
ingengrossinginterest than have the scenes of
our lives as Latter-dayLatter Saints And
there is a constant ofcircumcircum-
stastances We are enenvironed byhy new
difficulties and it requires constant
watchfulness onJD our part to avoid
taking a wrong step or committing
ourselves in some dirdirection that
might be injuriousurious to us Therefore
God has ordained that there shall
be Prophets and Apostles whose
duty it is to guide and counsel to
instruct to reprove when necessary
to warn and great responsibility
rests upon them in connection with
4thesern dutdutes4tieses TI ttremble at the1 very
thought of it I am filled with feelfeel-feel-
ings

feel-
ings

feel-
ingsings that cause me to shrink when I
think about the great responsibility
that God has placed upon the leadlead-lead-
ing

lead-
ing

lead-
inging Elders of this Church The
welfare the future happiness and
the prosperity of the people are to a
great extent entrusted to those men

ho are called to be the shep-shep
herds of the flock of ChristChriChrist-
I

t
I1 often ask myself how can I
appear before the Lord Jesus my
MasMasterr if He should call me to
account for the charge that He has
placed upon me can I1 stand up and
say I have not obstructed the work
with which I am connected I have
not obscured the light of heaven
I havebave not acted in any way to di-didi-

vert
didi-

vertvert the rays of truth from shining
in the midst of the children of men-

I
men-

I
menmen-

III ask myself can I stand in this
position and look upon the face of
God without ffeelingling condemned and
that my garments are unstained
with the blood of this generation
that I have been a faithful minister
of the Lord a faithful shepherd of
the flockfiock of Christ a watchman who
has never slept at his post who has
never failedfaHed to utter the cry of
warning when danger has menaced
the Zion of God This is a feeling
it seems to me every man who bears
the holy Priesthood to have
I say every man notDot anyoneany one
class of men but every man bearbear-bear-
ing

bear-
ing

bear-
inging the Priesthood of the Son of
God in this Church should feel that
there is a responsibility resting upon
him and that perchancee if
he be not careful he may
wake up in eternity and
find himself under seriousseri us concon-con-
demnation

con-
demnation

con-
demnation for having neglected toto-

do
to-

do
to-

dodo his duty to his fellowfellow-fellow-
man

m-an fell-owman and to magnify the holy
Priesthood that God has placed upon
him It would be a dreadfuladful thing
in my view to be found with the
blood of man staining our garments
thatthat is to feel that God had
ed to us powers and afforded us op-opop-
portunities

op-
portunities

opop-
portunities and laid upon us

and we hadbad failed to dis-disdis-
charge

dis-
charge

disdis-
chargecharge them honorably and faithfaith-faith-
fully

faith-
fullyfullyfuny in the interest of our fellowfellow-fellow-
man

fellow-
man

m-an fell-
owman

We are at present in peculiar circir-cir-
cumstances

cir-
cumstances

circir-
cumstances I need not say to you
for you doubtless are familiar with
the facttact that those who opposee us

expect in a very short time to gain a
ggreatt victory over us this in factfact
has been the expectation of our eneene-ene-
mies

ene-
mies

ene-
miesmies from the beginning of this
work It is not a new thing for
those who have opposed this work
to anticipate a triumph over it andaud
to imagine that thethey had laid the
plans and perfectedd the details for a
victory for the overthrow of the
church and the destruction of the
power otofo the Holy Priesthood AIAl-AlAl
ready they are revelling over their
expected triumph revelling in the
prospect of having us in their power
something they have labored forfor-
long

for-
longllongng and hard Much depends upon
us brethren and sisters whether
this will behe so or not We hold so to
speak our destiny in our own hands
If we are overcome we ourselves
shall hebe to blame the work that wewe-
are

we-
are

we-
areare connected with tcannotannot be
charged with this If defeat befall
us and we are subjected to the
power of our enemies the cause of
defeat will be found within ourour-our-
selves

our-
selves

our-
selvesselves to our own conduct
either through neglect to do that
which we should have done or
doing that which we should not
have done This everyoneevery one of you
should take to heart TrouTroubleble of
any kind has never yet come upon
us that waswaa not traceable to00 ourour-our-
selves

our-
selves

our-
selvesselves TheThere never has been a
people I dontdon't think in any dis-disdis-
pensation

dis-
pensation

disdis-
pensation who have had the flood of
light bestowed upon them that has
been poured out upon us in this day
For forty years and upwards the
voice of instruction hasbas been heardbeardbeard-
in

beard-
inin these valleys thetho voices of in-inin-
spired

in-
spired

inin-
spired men teaching the people the
principles of life and salvation havebecomebecome familiar to us Can you
think of any people who have had
such opportunities as we have had
Doubtless the had in someBome
parts of their history But there
never was a more favored people
than we When I think of the
mighty men that have stood in our
midst filledfined with the power of God
ProphetsProphets and Apostles whom God
chose and whom he honored anand
upon whom He bestowed His gifts
and graces and howbow many of them
have worn themselves out preaching
to this people entreating them inin-
the

in-
the

in-
thethe most manner
ing the greatest and strongest
reasons that could appeal to our
human natures and revealing to us
the mind andaad willwUl of God it does
seem to me that a terrible res 1

rests upon us if we departpart
from the path which God hasmarked
out We can neverntver say we have
not been taught that we have not
had opportunities We can never
blame our Father for not Imparting
to us in the utmost plainness and
through the demonstration of His
Holy Spirit His word and His
counsel President Young while
he lived labored indefatigably to
the utmost of his ability never
sparing himhimselfelf but constconstantly
teaching the people teaching them
with hisbis counsels and giving them
suggestions that are unequalled II-
do

I-

do
I-

dodo not knowkaow such a record anyany-any-
where

any-
where

any-
wherewhere to be found as even the record
of his discourses totto thishis people andandtt
then think of President Taylor 1
and the others associated with

i
Jti

r 1

Z 1 l


