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the Liberals coming into power for
some time. He thinks that the only
possibfy of regeneration for his coun-
try is annexation tothe Upited States,
though he is not prepared to say what
efiect the union woun!ld have on the Iat-
ter country.

He regrets the fact that our penslon
list s absuming such enormous pro-
portions, and thinks it augurs badly for
our future, He says our pensiorers
¢ost more than the total pum expended
to maintain the standing army of Ger-
many. Theyeven exceed the amount
spent by Russia for military purposes.

Corruption in Canadlan government
ciroles during the past five years has
exceeded anything practiced in New
York even under Boes Tweed. And
what is etill woree, all the proceeds of
this corruption went to -sustaim party
foterests.
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ANOTHER “HERESY" DISPUTE.

FoR several months the reading
pubilc bhas had a rest from heresy
equabbles in the warlous seeclariau
churches. Briggs, McQueary and
others were beginning to be forgotten,
but their names will be all brought be-
fore the public, by a new itsue just
started In New York,

The- Rev. Liewes W. Barney of
QGrace Chapel, of the Presbyterian
church, in New York City has been
asked to vacate bis pulpit owing to
some heteredox doetrine propounded by
him. He har refused to do so without
firat conferring with the session. One
of the charges against Mr. Barney ls

that his vyiews on the atone-
ment are not in line with
strict Presbyterian theology. e
is also charged with permitting

dancing partles in his parlors, and with
countenancing frivolities that would
have horrified Jobn Knox, and that
John Calvin would have punished
with the faggot or the thumbscrew.
Mr. Buarney, In reply, eays that the
newspapers chronicle accounts of balls
given by millionaire Presbyterian
elders on Fifth Avenue which, as
compared to his little socials, were Lut
as the moon to the glow-worm. As
to his doctrine the Rev. Dr. Parkburst
Bays: '

“The point of difficuliy is that Mr.
Barney lays less stress on the fleshly ele-
ments of Chrisi’s atonement than be does
on the moral elements, Flesh and blood
in their material sense signify less to him
than to Presbyterians in general. I have
great sympathy for the young man, for
inere was a time when I occupied almost
the same position that he does today.
When I was first seltled in a Congrega-

“tional church I laid almost no stress on
the material side of tho doctrine of
atonement. I did not preach it, nor would
I even give out a hymn that expressed
it. IfI had then Deen sat down upon,
it wounld bave driven me siill further. I

was bopest in my view and Mr. Barney
I8 honest in hig view. I think his belief
does not cover tho whole truth. His
view is decidedly not the view that is
taught at Union tbeological seminary.
Where did he get it? Well, where did I
get m% views? I cannot tell; but I think
it probable that Mr. Barney had been

brought into connection with a man who

has emphasized the carnal side of the
doctrine to such an extent that it has
caused & reaction in tho mind of the
j\:oun;y preacher. The nltemEc o couple
Ir. Barney’s name with that of Dr.
Briggs is ridiculons, I wonder why the
opponents of tbe seminary professor do
not.,charge to him the guailt of original
sin,”
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FAILURE OF THE INTER-STATE
COMMERCE LAW.

THE InterState Commerce law
wblch wis pussed by Congrers some
three or four years ago has bad during
its brief career a rather chequered ex-
istence. At first it was thought that
this would provethe panacea forall
railroad evils, and thut the publio, the
corporation and the country would all be
benefited. Benator Cullom of Illinois
acquired somie note as a statesman be-
cause of bis counectlien with the law.
However, from the first effyrts at
applving it practically, trouble attend-
ed its enforcement. A mendment after
emendment followed, untjl really the
original was no longer recognized.
But tbe crushing blow was given it by
the United Btates Supreme court a
short time ago.

One of the provisions of the Inter-
State Commerce act deals directly
with corporations or agenls who make
rebatee, and specin) rates on thelr own
account, This feature of railroad
traffic has been more or less the cause
of pools, wars and competitions of a
suieldal character in the past. The
new law It was thought would practi-
cally settle this matter. ‘To get evi-
dence jn a case of this kind the agent
of the corporation must testify againat
himself, and the Coostiiution of the
United Btates says:- “No person shall
be compelled lu any criminal case to
be o witness agninst himeelf,’* The
Bupreme Court has just decided that
this applies to oftenders against the
Inter-Btate Commerce law. The re-
sult is that if the law, which was never
popular, does not fall into- ‘*innocuous
desuetude?’® it will be blotted from the
stutute books altogether.

FREEMASONS IN MEXICO.

RELATING to the present excltement

in Mexico the Catholic Review has the |

following:

“Tho government in Moxico is ruled
by the Masonic lodges, It has docresd
the suppression of monasteries, Lasi
week a troop of its soldiers was sent to
close four such religlous institutions, buc
the poople objectod and atoned the
guards..  Thereupon the soldlers firad

into the crowd and killed and wounded
several of tbem. The monks were then
torn from the altars and ejected from
their houses. Twenty-six priests were
arrcsted.’”

The Revicw 1a a church publication
which circulates largely among com*
paratively well educated persons. It is
patronized by the better classs of
Roman Cathglic laity, and is read by
the whole of tbe dignitaries of the
church. What can be its object in
thus putting the Mexican question in
such an abaolutely false light? Iits
renders must koow that It makes an
erroneous statement. i

The facts in this case is very simple:
Under the presldency of Juarez the
Mexican people decided that monas-
tical religious orders were a danger and
a menace to the safety of their country,
A law was passed by Congress pto-
hibiting, absolutely, asesembliog 1in
communitiea of religious orders.
Those orders tbat did not obey were
expelled from the country. The
number of professed religlous persons
who could assemble under one roof
was Jimited to three, Though a large
quantity of church property was con-
fiscated, yet the religion of Mexiceo
continued to be, and Is still, Roman
Catholic. Only the religious orders
living in communities were interfered
with. The regular clergy, that ia
those priesis who do parlsh work, and
mix with the people, were not maleated
in the least.

Puebla is paid tobe one of the most
intensely fanatical of tbe Mexican
States. It pever took kindly to the
Juarez reform. It connived at viola-
tions of the law in the past, but a

few months ago _lt came out
open)y and recognized several of
these religious communlties, three

of which threw oit all disguise and
opened their doors, thus defying the
law. Of course soldiers were sent lo
close the monasterles and imprison the
inmates. Many of the populace took
sides with the monks and hence the
rioting that caused eo much excite-
ment.

The Catholse Review should know
tbat these are the plain facis of the
case. If Free-Masonry flourished in
Mexico to such an extent as to control
the government, the Romish Church
which opposes al] ancret societies, must
have lost its influence in that country,
which does not appear to be the case,
and it ie pot Hkely to help jta cauge by
misstating or misrepresenting the situ-
ation through its newspapers in tbe
United Btates,
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CHELSEA, Jan, 3l. — There was
another row with the sociallsts today,
who were holding riotcus meetings as
usual. A large force of extra police
finally broke up the mevting.



