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states, and especially in the East, an
honest account of what it has done
In North Carolina would be a valuable
contribution to religlous, moral, and
soclological lterature. What are its
frutte? Thbat is the maln question. How
has it affected the lves, habite, and
characters of the converta?’

It is quite unusual to see soc much
good sense and simple justice in an
edltorial treating of the Mormons, or
of their religlon, as are shown in the
Poet's article. Jesus gave a key by
which the adherents of all creeds may
be accurately and righteously judged:
"By thefr fruits ye shall know them:™
and the Post makes a sensible as well
as an eminently Christian suggestion
when it advises the use of this key in
the case of the Mormons of North
Carolina,

Firet Inqulre what
bringing forth.

fruits they are
It authentic Informa-
tion 18 deslred it ehould be sought
from their friends who know them,
and not from their persecutors who
haote them. An honest and Intelligent
inquiry wlll disclose the fact that
every perron who, with full purpose of
heart, has embraced Mormonism, has
formed a fixed determination to shun
8in of every kind In future; to be In-
corruptibly honeat; pure in morals:
forgiving and charitable; humble and
prayerful; and to live by every waord
(t}hat proceedeth out of the mouth of
od.

If all opponents of Mormonlam could
be prevalled upon to take the Past's
advice and judee itz adherents by
their fruits, oppositlon to Mormon
mieslonaries would soon be totally dia-
armed.

A MESSAGE MUOH

By looking over numerous gritj-
ciams of Mormonism that have foungd
their way recently into public print, it
appears clear that to many it !a con-
nidered strange that ita teachings are

a0 largely accepted wherever pre-
sented. Very few endeavar to account
for this fact except by stating that the
religtous aystem mentioned 18 “a awin-
dle,” a “blazing mark of phame” and
Ao on—modern expreasions presumably
for those anciently applled to the Gos-
pel: “A stumbling hiock” and “foolish-
ness.” A thoughtful consideration,
however, of the present condition of
the world and a correct understanding
of the principles enunciated by the
latter-day messengers of peace ac-
count for the progress of the Goapel
in this age on grounds analogous to
thomse that made Christianity in the
early ages a world-conquering force.
The century In which we llve and
on the last scenes of which the curtaln
is about to fall has taught mankind one
great lessan among others, It has
shown that lberty, freedom from re-
atraint, 18 not In iteelf sufficlent for
happiness, or omnipotent as to the
moral regeneration of mankind. There
hap heen an awakening from the de-
lirlous dream that dethroned the Al-
mighty and deffied human reason.
The gift of Hberty has taught the world
that the moare perfectly this blessing
la enjoyed the more need there s for
the divine guidance that alone c¢an
check the evil tendenciea of mankind
and guide those that are good Into the
right channels. The world s about to
realize the pgreat fact that divine
guldance §a a8 much needed ap it was
in the early history of our race when
great forward strides were to be taken
towards the unknown future, The
earnest deslre on the part of many is,
therefore, for lizht from heawen. far
that communicatfon with the Almighty
which made it possible for Isarael to be
the bearers of truth in the anclent
world, or the firat Christians to hecome
witnenses In the later dispensation.-

NEEDED.
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Another fact 1s that arts and
nclencen have had tbelr sny but with-
out glving satisfaction. It the
prophetic declaration: **Many shall
run to and fro, and knowledge shall be
increased,” is applicable to any cen- '
tury, it is to this. Science has pene-
trated to the farthest boundaries of
the univeree of which our earth is but
an atom; it has analyzed and welghed
the immenge orbs that move In bound-
leas space; their trackless pathe have
been mapped out and the laws that
govern their rythmic movements ex-
plained. Sclence has found its way
seemingly to the very border of physi-|
cal creation, where but a sfep, appar-
ently, remaing between what Is some-
timea cailed the material and imma-
terial; the great habjtation of man has
been gearched from roof to cellar and
Ite mtructure and history, ita possikil-
Ities and probabilities have been dla-
cuased, The arts have kept pace with
the sclences. The knowledgze galned has
been utilized in every department of
lite untll the very forces of heaven and
earth have been summoned {nto ser-
vice. But after all, the hunger and
thirst for knowledge of God and of the
destiny of man remain unsatiafied, ans
far as scientific solution of those prab-
lems go. The thoughtful among men
commence to, understand that the re-
ply to thope’most vital questions are
and must remain outside the reach of
telescopes and microscopes as well as
beyond chemlical analysip and math-
ematical caleulation. ‘When, there-
fore, the "fina! experience, the final
lesson," as Mr. (iladstone calls*death,
comesa, pomething more satiefactory is
needed, something .that can be sup-
piied only by revelation. It Is felt
is8 needed on which to
huild, strong enough to remain un-
moved by the raging storms of adver-
glty and the swelling tide of death.

The condition o©f the Christlan
churches—be it pald Iln a spirit of kind-
nesd and humility—ir not such as to
meet the new requirements. With few
exceptions they diseclalm direct divine
guidance and spurn revelation in this
age. They offer their own deductions
as doetrine and leave men sometimes
in the dark as to the posalbility aof ob-
talning ahgolute knowledge on vital
pointa. That modern Christianity is
unable, without changing its positlo
to meet new requirements {s well a
mitted by those qualified to speak on
the subject. A New York paper re-
cently submitted some guestiong bear-
Ing on the future of religion to several
prominent divines. Among the re-
plies are many interesting statements.
Prof. Joseph le Conte takes occaslon to
Aay;

“"We mupst make a wide distinetion
between essent!al Christianity and ithe
aorthodox theology of the churches. )
am equally sure that this latter must
be profoundly modified. The whole
body of systematic Christian theology
mupt be restated In terms of moadern
thought.”

Prof, Alexander Balmaln Bruce,
Glasgow. thinks anotber Luther may
arise. He says:

"“The dlvisions of Christendom and In-
compatible conceptions of Christianity,
some widely prevalent, whose deca-
dence would he for the world’s good,
are hindrances to the progress of the
true Goepel. True, but reform has
come before now, and it may come
again, Another Luther, with the need-
tful medificatlond, may arige, The
Providence of God always finds the
needed Instrument. And a beneficent !
Providence muat care for a rellgion
ke that of Jeaun.'

W. 8. Rainsford, D. D, reasons In the
following manner: .

"“What is the chief da.nger-threaten"
ing all religlous bodies, all forms of or-
gunized Christian bodjes, today? 1 be:

-ifeve it is the danger of confusing man's

past thinkings about Jesus Christ, or,
in other words, Christian doctrines, with
the real revelation of God's nature and
man’s capacity for goodness, which Je-
Bus Christ brought into the world and
etll! brings, Man'e thinkings are of-
ten like old leaves on a living tree—
once they have perved their time and
done thelr work they had better go.
At one time they are all-important.
They are quite useless and In the way
at another time. At one meason they
help the tree to llve. At the next
season, if they don’'t glive way to new,
Uving leaves, their tendency is to kil

ft. The Nving tree is Christ Jesus,
the revelation of God. ‘The leaves are
rhan’s thoughts about Him. ‘The tree

must stand, the leaves must go.”
Dr. Heber Newton:

“If 1t [Christianity] je to maintain
the faith banded down from the
fathers, the great essential beliefs In
God and Immortality and the divine
manifestation * tn  Jegus Christ, with
the other fajths clustering around
these central beliefs, Christianity must
be prepared to effect a reconstruction
In theology of A moAt momentous char-
acter.”

The need of the hour for a Christlan-
ity Ildentical with the “living tree” and
deprived of all iis dead leaves and
branches s feit by the masses ag well
a8 by their eccesinstical leaders. And
therefore the Gosapel of Jemus Christ
commenda iteelf to them. There B a
power jn it—the power of God—mani-
fest in the humble testimony to the
fact that God has again revealed Him-
self. And amp the acceptance of this
testimony is followed by the assurance
which only the presence of the influ-
of the Holy Spirit In the soul can
give, na well aa by numerous manifes-
tations of divine pawer, [t cannot be
deemed strange that many beljeve and
find peace. Indeed, {t I8 more strange
that 80 many turn away in unbellef.
The whole history of the Latter-day
Saints i a divine aeal attesting the
ence of the Holy Spirit in the poul can
truth of the Bystem called by the
world “Mormonism.” That &soc many
in the full glare of Christlanity fail
to understand it ie one of the anomalies
of the prepent time.

HONOR THY FATHER AND MOTHER.

An exchange relatep a story of a
theological student who recentiy wrota
to his destitute mother that he could

not help her becaupe of the expensive
studies In which he war engaged. He
added that the mother had never done
much for him, and that conmequently
he was under no obligatlon to her.
This is about a8 8ad a case of dlsre-
spect to parents am can be 1magined,
when it I8 remembcred that It is ex-
hibited by one preparing himself for
the ministry—one contemplating to
dedicate hijs life for a labor of love
among fellowmen, for their moral ele-
vation., It goes a long way to prove
the correctness of the impreesion once
prevalent in some university citles
that among the theologpical studentsa
are found very degraded specimens of
humanity.

Lack of filial affectlon ig, however.
{n our day not uncommon in the world.
Supreme wisdom long ago aketcht:‘d in
outline the characteristice of the ulnat
daye.” stating that during these “‘per-
{lous times’* men shatl be lovers of self,
covetoup, boasters, proud, blnspl.:_em-
ers, and to these qualities add dis-
obedience to parents” and lack of
"natural affection.”” This was salg
nearly 2,000 yeara ngo by one who atoo
on the brink of eternity after a 10DE
and faithful battle with the besettinig
pine of his own time, but it is imposai-
ble but to teel, that the picture ir tnl:e
in everv detail to the features of t_e
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