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THE DESERET WEEEKLY:

guage grows with it. Language accu-
mulates from the contact of things with
the senses; and all its forms fit the effect
of the subject upon the sensibilities.
Refined subjects and refined senses pro-
duce in language growth the same pleas-
ing eftect that a cultured player can pro-
duce with a fine instrument. The Welsh
Janguage grew; and this strangely pow-
erful vehicle of thought produced, as
language ever does, an alarming effect
upon this sensitive people, It shaped
the customs and manners to a surprising
degree.

it is not in peace that men and na-
tions learn tbe best things. The Bntons,
like the Jews, lost their country, but they
became a wmost powerfti! element in
-other countries.

The Romans went to war with the
Britons with a vengeful hatred, in mem-
ory ol their many former humiliations.
To disclose their malignity, they chanted
the bitter words of an acrimonious bard
of the times, who, it would seem, wrole
with his pen steeped in galli,

‘This was their war-cry and motto:

*'Leave nol a Britain in the land,
Respect not rank, nor sex, nor age;
Uplift thy strong avenging band,
Nor stay till thou thy wrath assuage.”

With this theory of battle and jealous
strife at home, there could he but one
result, and that conquest. More Welsh-
men bave fallen, In every age of the
world, by the shalt ol jealous envy than
by the sword; and yet they have ever
been a warlike and brave race of men.

Approbativeness is one of the best
elementsin human nature. Self-esteem
another motive power ol equal impor-
tance. The Greek became world-
renowned through the exercise of these
qualities and facuities; the Roman ruled
tne world by them; and the Englishman
enjoys the modern prestige of his cotin-
try because every Englishman loves the
plaudits of the people and esteems him-
self more highly than any other object
either anitnate or inanimatein the world.
Not so a Welshman. He is alarmed
if the thought occurs to him that his
name is likely to resound down the cor-
ridors of the ages. He is egotistic in a
sense. He is sell-reliant in a degree;
hut there must not go out any beating
of drums, and other loud sounding dem-
onstrations hefore him, to give notice to
the world that he comes. He seems to
come into the world, and go through it
with a chronic fear that some day he
may be great; and he, by his conduct,
implores his triends not to pronounce
him great. He looks down from the
dizzy eminence of popular greatness
long ere he reaches it, and grows de-
jected with the view. The image of no-
toriety dazzles him, and he would tarnish
it ere there is the first prospect of his
ever appreciating the reaiity. He loves
notoriely, and yet hastens to flee from it,
He anticipates plaudits that he will
never get, and flees irom those that are
forced upon him. A strange complex
of likes and dishikes. The great picture
of 'a mighty race of men, wno fell while
scarcely at the zenith of their glory.

What are the secrets of these tliree
great faults in a great nation? A nation
fixes its destiny by the same laws as are
apparent in an individual. From whence
do they come—these pational character-
istics? The student of anthropology
will inevitably answer, that they are the
progeny of custom and habit From
whence came these Britons? Sir William
Jones and other eniment philologists

trace them as the first mighty wave of
immigration from the regions supposed
to be the primitive home of man.

This tide of immigration went as far
westward as the ocean would permit.
Even the channel would aot suffice as a
barmer to prevent this temporarily
nomadic people. They brought with
them, far in the pre-historic era of na-
tional formation the linguistic and other
evidences ol their relations to the pnimi-
tive inhabitants of the earth. It is evi-
dent that the tribe that failed to combat
with success the encroachments of the
other semi-barbarous faciions of Asia
was compelled to emugrate, and thus
these several seasons ol exodus from
the east, when Europe was inundated
by the savage incursions of men usu
ally driven [rom their homes. The
Celts, from whom there is no disputing
the Welsh are decendants, were a differ-
ent people from the other class of emi
grants, such as the Huns ana Goths
*“They believed in the immortality and
transmigration of the soul,’ They were
at inception a religious people.

We have few il any incidents in history
ot any considerable exodus of people
without the element of persecution and
conquest is present. The children of
Israel leaving Egypt; the persecuted re-
ligious zealows coming to America; and
the departure of the Jews from Palestine
are all familiar examples.

These Celts were no doubt driven
from their homes. Wave after wave of
savage war-loving people followed, and
these people were driven to the borders
of a bonndless ocean  Here conquered
and disheartened and alone they turned
at bay, and at times fiercely fought for
the last vestige of human right. Quite
natural, in such emergencies they would
complain, and do injustice to their lead-
ers, as did the children of Israel with
Moses. Deceived by the Romans;
dealt with in the most foul and brutal
manner by the Saxons, in the ternble
slaughter of the long knives, where hun-
dreds were killed in cold blood, atter
being invited to the feast by l'iengist
and his nobles.

This [atter scene in the history of this
great people is made more memorable
in its disgusting and despicable heinous-
ness by the descriptive lines of a poet of
that age:

"Alas, unhappy day,

When treachery lead the way
To deeds o1 blood and death;
When, in the fair disguise

Ol friendship’s holy ties.

The Saxons broke their faith.”

L.ast came the deception of the Eng-
lish, to which allusion has been made.

These calamities tend to make whole
nations over modest, envious, fearful,
jealous and destitute ol self-reliance.
The result 1s manifest to the observer.
The cause and effect have beem re-
iterated inm history to a demonstration.
An aclive nation, like an_active person
will ind employment. The higher the
conception 1he higher form of eniploy-
ment will be indulged in. This people
learned by rote a vast amount ot matter,
and especially 1he local history and the
Scriptures. This method of learning
made it necessary for the student to
spend upward of twenty years in com-
pleting bis education.

The Drmids,a class of learned men,
comprising bards, philosophers und
priests taught the people, and they
learned principally by memorizing.
This explains the wonderful committing
power of the \Welsh people as a race,

The inquiry is natural, what has made
this people so conspicuous, being dimi-
minutive, and under a foreign yoke?
Why are they known without a written
history? Why is the historian so well
acquainted with them, and how is it they
are conspicuous in the arts and sciences?
Why are they regarded as a pation of
poets, singers, orators and scholars, and
yet destitute, to an alarming degree, of a
literature?

The apswer is, in patt, at least, as
follows: The conquering natlon is al-
ways despotic. The conquered must be
submissive. The conquerors write the
history, and formulate the literature.
Besides, the language of literature and
history is that of the conquerors. The
beauty of the poetical book of Job
scarcely reveals its author as an 1m-
prisoned and conquered Jew, Nothing
but inspiration has given to that superior
literary gem a place among the produc-
tions of tne conquered nation.

The Jews were writers. The Welsh
committers. The one left a written his-
tory, despite their reverses, while the
other left splendid traditions and the
best example of a fadeless memory.
Like the impulse in man, the unde:r-
current of true national greatness wells
forth into an endless flow of unwritten
history. The world imbibes it, and uses
it as a marvel in preserved history.

Religion, integrity, domestic felicity.
superior mental endowments, physical
perfection and irresistible determinadon
are a few of the natural endowments
that, aside from its peculiar reverence
for the memory of things and incidents,
have made this nation histonc.

Britain was inhabited before the Tro-
jan war, more than twelve hundred
years before the Christlan era; and from
the beginming of the history of this peo-
ple other nations worskipped myths and
berpes, while the deep-seated religious
convictions of the early Britons would
not admit of any false worship of idols,
myths, or fabled heroes. They got
nearer the genm of ail existence. They
saw one God, immutable, inand through
all; experienced in due time, one Christ,
Mediator, and Savior; and lelt the one
Spirit, the moving, heavenward anima-
uon.

The outward result was that their de-
votion pictured ghosts, spirits, appari-
tions and other phenomena, out of the
pale of the lesser devout apprehension.
it is evident that the Apostle Paul
preached to this people face to face,
apd that may be one potent reason that
"so mighty grew the word of God and
prevailed.” Strong religious fervour
begets superstition, and the Welsh peo-
ple were, and are yet, filled with super-
stition.  But this people never disgraced
the human family with ido] worship,
murder, or persecution, under the name
of religion.  Nor did they fall into any
of the degraded notiuns of religion so
common even in recen: times amoug
the bigoted zealots of other nations.

They were not free, absolutely, from
scisms and heresies; but while biood
shed anda rapine held sway in other na-
tions and peoples, religious toleration
was a matter reserved for the individual
conscience and intelligence. But irre-
ligion was a social ban, and atsolutely
intolerable. Woe to the man who did
not or could not believe. The very at-
mosphere of such an one polluted the
devoted believer; and to this day, and in
this country, in a Welsh community, an
agnosuc is synonymous with a varnished



