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Vi10T0R1IA, B. C., Dec. 14.—The
Austruljan pleamer Warrimoo, which
has arrived, bringe the slartling news
tbat a majority of the lslapde of the
New Hehrides group are passinz
tbrough a baptism of fire, eartbquake
and volcanic ulslurbsnces threateniong
the veryy existence ¢ of several ol
the largest and best ielands, including
Ambrym, celebrated for the excellence
of ite coftee. 1o the latter an entire
viliage ot natives was recently oarried
fnto Lbe sea, the loss of Illie bejng
estimated al sixty to eeventy-five men,
women asnd othere, while lo others
of the group, Iatalities are aleo report-
ed. .

A lIayer of nsbes from two Lo six
foches deep ocovers the opce fertile
flelus. At Epi oo Nov. 2 there wasa
severe earthquake in the early morn-
tog, wbich opened ano eotirely new
volcanie craler on the west alde of
Ambryw, about fourteen milea dis-
tant, and all the pext day the whole
jeland trembled. Bince then It bas
opened in Hve or slx different piaces.
Even the island of Epl, which was
much less affected, bad, to the 7:h ol
November, {elt sixty-three diatinct
shocks, and for weeks had been cov.-
ered by cloude of asbes and smoke,
Traders and plantets living on Abrym
jeland have fleu precipilately to Port
Handwich ( Malloelly),the nearest port,
in many cases abandoning sll thelr
possesslons.

On the 15th of November an earth-
quake shock rocked Ambrym ftom
vnit to wesetl, causing the land, on
w hich stood a smail native village, to
slip, with tbhe humble homes of the
inhabitaols, into the sea. It is impos-
aible to accurslely delermine the ex-
tent of the fatalities, but the lowest
vatimate of the lossol llie 1s Hfty, Ow-
fog to the lateness of Che disaster de-
tafls were not avallable whben th
Warrimoo left toe Bouthero eeas,
although natives from ali the veloauic
telande were flocking to the centers ot
civilization for eafety,

NEW YoRK, Dec. 14.-—Samuel C.
Beely, be ux-huok keeper and defaulter,
srrived tonight. United Btates Com-
miesioner Shields flxed his bail at
$25,000 and Beely was taken to Ludluw
Bireot jail.

BAEATTLE, Wash,, Dec. 14.—The vol-
cano on Mound Ranier has broken oul
again and emoke s pouring from the
otuter which ie aiso emitling jets of
atesm, Tue FPost-fnéelligencer expedi-
jon to explore the muuniain wiil star.
tomorrow aflerncon and wiil endeavor
o reach the aummit,

Ban FrRANCIECO, Dec. 14,—From
Yokohama by steamer Gaelic:—The
fall of Port Arthur Waa undoubiedly
‘known to A merica befote the newa was
girculated in Japsp, Beveral of the
mep-of-war watcheu the prooeedinogs,
amony them the Unlted BStales
steamer Bultiinore, whioh, it j8 report-
ed, was on one occasion misiaken for a
Chjuvese vessel and camu nDesl belug
torpedued by the Youshino and Takl

HBhibo. The Germuu nod Britieb ships
wete mlsu at hand, nod Bgain awn
ugly atory is told of the action of

Admiral Freemnntle, whoit s aileged,
gave a premature alnim Lo the Chiuese
by requiring » sslate o the Alucrity
while the body of the Japanese Lroops
was debarking.

Ediocls sre pouring out from the pal-
ace io Pekin with & recklessness and

iack of- cvhergnce which attests the
utter copfueion that reigns at court.
Officialy are exalted and cast down,
genetals are rewarded aod disgraced,
orulnarily without the slightest under-
standing of the transacilons in which
they bave been engaged, Qocaslonally,
however, a shaft is ict iy which seems
to indicate that gleanrs of truth now
aud then penetrate the imperial pre-
cinets,

General Wei, one of tbe masters of
the Fabian strategy 1n Corea, has lost
hie head. General Yeb., who ordereu
the murder of the Freooh priest,
Josenu, ja in prieon. General Nien,
another of the fugitives ftom Cotea,
has been compeiled to disgorge the
thousands of taele prematursly be-
stuwed on bhim by the Empress
Dowager. Admiral [Ting, who was
ioaded with !avers for having been
beaten al Talkosan harbor, has been
stripped of toeee unmerited houoraaud
vrdered to follow hereafter the jnstruc-
tivns of an Eoglhshman, Captain Mc-
Clure, who accompsanies hiw nominat-
iy a8 vice-admital, but who really con-
trolia the flast,

Oa the otber band, General Bung,
whose [eats of polircomery have oot
Yot reached his sovereign’s ear 1» en-
nobled for ‘“dispersiog the vermin®! and
pacitylog Coren, anu Is ordered to “*en-
camp oo the banks ot the Yula river
and awail the arrangemenis for peace
by the varipus puwere,’ LI Hung
Chang is appealed to and reviled in the
vame day. Prince Kung is for the mo-
meént the nominal center of authority,
veing appointed commander of all the
forces, mihitary and oaval, Bul before
any praotical result can follnw the
enungiation of a decree, it Is liable to
be capcelled in contradictory rescsips,

The Iateet report from Chioa states
that the emperor 18 at last prepared to
appeal directly to bies victorious foe,anu
will ask for en srostice, while Prince
Kung and Li Huug Chang ptoceed to
Japan to make termes. This rumor is
vfficially confirmed.

OINQINNATI, Oble, Deo. 15.—A lbert
Lintz, a usiryman, residiug oo the
Reading road, died laat night of hy-
dropbobis, reaulting from a oattie with
an eporuous ¢at. His agonies prior
to the end are inuescribzbje., Twu
mobths ago Lu!z encountered a iam-
1ebed cat of vausuael size ‘o his baro
I»ft and attempted to urive v away,
The anital was mad from hunger. It
sank iie teeth in bhis left call, laceratiog
it badly. Lwutz finally killed the crea.
iure, The wounds were caulenzed
and uo Hileflectamanifested themselves
until Baturday Isef, when the left leg
began sweliing up,  In his dying
Blruggles, the dairymsan mewed and
yawied like n out apnd attempted to
bite and ¢law thoee abont him.

CHicAaGo, Dec. 15.—The
B8R Y.

_ A pensationsl rallroad combination
isconcenled vehind the attem pt of the
branca lives of the Unwn Pacific to
sucure peparate recelvership. Bhoulu
Lhe attempt be success(ul and separate
recelvers be appointed 1or the Oregon
Stort Lipe and Uish Neorthern, an
independent system will be estab-
vished. The plau is to combine the
Oregon Bbort Line and the [Jtab
Nurtbern with the Oregon Railway
and Navigation company, sh indej.en-
dent sysiem, and secore & Oaliloroia
outlel by extending the brapch mow

Heraid

ending al Ban Francleco. This woald
requlire the bullding of abont 400 miles
of yew track if tbe branch was ex-
tended to Ban Francleco.

GUADALAJARA, Mex,, Deo. 15,—
Thomas Giuzer, an ingilen touriat,
making an overland trip from this vity
Lo Tepeca, on the Pacific coast, waa
attacked by brigande in the Bierra
Madre mountsins. A Mexicanservant
woe killed ana Giezer seriously
wounded. He was robbed of §2,000
and vaiuable jewelry.

Paris, Deo. 15.—The funeral of the
iate Count Ferdinand de Liesseps, Wwho
died ¢o December 8th, *ook place at
noon today imthe church of 8t. Pierre
de Chaillot, outelile of Paria. The
church was crowded. The body Iy
ubder a catafalgue near the ajtar. The
caskel wus purrounded by many floral
offerings.

After the fuperal ceremonies the re-
maine were placed in a vault which
had been prepared for their reception.

CinQINNATI, Obie, Deo. 17.—From
Mount Hope, Ky., s smail village,
twelve miles from Walton, comes the
news of the shooting un Baturday
night of a grave robber caught in the
act. There bad been robLeries com-
mitted at the cemetery and when Misa
Morris was buried [Saturday, her
pbethrothed delermined to watch her
grave, Near midnight two men be-
gan diggiog in ths grave. A dJdoZeu
shots were flred at the robbers aod
“Qmiley’’Jordauv, a celered farm band,
was shot desd, HMis white companion
escaped.

NEWS NOTES.

It Js estimated that the .Cripple
Creeg, Colo,, war coat the Strong Min-
ing compaoy %$30,000,

Rev. Lydia Bexiop, for fliiy years
famous as the woman preacher, died at
Heattle, Waeb., on Bunday. She wne
born in 1789, and wae known throagh-
out the length of the iand. For a year
pastebe has been blind.

Ten men were injured by ao explu-
sion of fire damp or gas in the Vuican
mine at Nowcaastle, There bad besn a
+mall fire io the mioe, but it was sup.
posed to have been wextinguished, and
the man were ofdeted by the siperin-
lendent to relnrn to work wWhen the
explosion occurred. Bome of the men
muay die,

The Baker City, Idahe, Demoorat
says that one of the iargest sleers vver
ralsed io thal eectivn of the couutry
was brought lnte the city Baturduy,
and on the ecmles weighed just 2684
pounde, Mr. James T, Wisdom ralsed
the steer on hie Iarm in Powder valley,
It is A Bhoriborn snd just filve years
old.

Another startilog chapter in the ca!
reer of Edward Barron, the millloon-
afre, whose wili i3 being ocontesied by
hie son George, bas developed, says o
ulspatoh from Sao Jose, Cal. Anp
actlon was begun in the superior court
on HBaturday DbY u lourteen-yealt-old
mulatto boy who olaime to be s 2o0n of
Lhe once gay man of wealte, The
slory is that about filieen years ago,
when Barruh wa® a widower for Lhe
seoond time, be employed & negress ay
housekeepst, aud 10 his alleged rela-
tions with ber Is due the existence of
the boy who now aeks [or a part of
the rich estate.




