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AT HOME AND ABROAD

new york dec 21 following is
the cuban version of the battle fought
at lacta ford on the cauto river on
december last the details were
received through the mallsmails by capt
alfredo rodriguez a cuban insurgent
officer who is invalidedinvalided in this city it
tells of a crushing defeat inflicted upon
the spanish general pando capt

correspondent says
A part of gen calixto garcias

forceace under col salvador rios
was holding the lacta ford of the
cauto river it was important for
pandos forces to reopen the river
besieged by gen roloff gen calixto
garcias main force was a little fur-
ther up the river protecting a ford
threatened by gen pando gen al-
dave in command of 2000 spanish in-
fantry regulars a squadron of cav-
alry and guerilla volunteers
twenty two cannon and six light gun
boats attacked rios disposing his
artilleryfilleryoj on the hills commanding the
lacta ford aldave opened a hot fire
on the insurgent works on the opposite
sideaide of the river rios and his
cubans retired into the cover of the
woods and the ford was open torfor the
spaniards passage

aldave advanced a column of in-
fantry across the ford holding their
rifles and ammunition belts above their
headsbeads the men being protected by a
continual axartillerytillery fire rios seeing
that he could not hold his position
without help sent a volunteer courier
lacut charles hickmanHi an american
to gen calixto garcia up the river
rickmanhickman had to ride directly through
the flfirebut made the passage
safelygately meanwhile gen aldave landed
16001500 more men on the further si
gen pando with a large force at this
time made a feint upon the upper
tordford

gen garcia deceived by pandos
that he couldcoula spare

only a small reinforcement to col
fatios and sent col carloscarloa garcia with
only0 aly mounted men down the river
this reinforcement small as it waswaa
renewed the hopes of the defenders
of the lacta ford and they charged
the spanish with the bayonet the
cubans however were so heavily out-
numbered that they were forced to
sive way carloscarloe garciasGar clas horse was
shot from under him and col rios
was wounded slightly in the leg col
Oargarciasclas escort renewed the charge
with machetes this time and held the
spanish forces in check for a short
while

by this time gen calixto garcia
hadad seen through gen pandos feints
on the upper ford and dispatched gen
jesussus rabi with 1000 cavalry to their
relief these arrived just as the span-
ish were recovering from the machete
lechargehardge and fell suddenly upon their
rearear throwing the troops who had
oared the ford into confusion the
spanishdanish had to give ground and be-
cameeame exposed to the fire from their
ownwn artillery in the hills and from
1be sixbix guns which had joined in
themx bombardment of men gen
aidaaldaveve ordered this destructive fire to
cease96 formedreformedre his attacking party
anda nd dispatched a message to gen
adoagildo for asassistanceistancestance in carrying the
cubban position but it was too late
inee cubansab s reformingformingre raised their
battle shout of A cubainlora and fell upon the spanish ranks

terribleble effect A body of 1000
ameril was cut off from Al daves
forceace and threw down their armsgenen knowing the half
bearded loyalty of these volunteerstoldQ them they must fight their own
comrades or be cut to pieces and they

obeyed and really fought desperately
on the cuban sidegen aldave being that his men
would be annihilated withdrew them
across the ford again protected by
the axartillerytillery fire gen pando with an
escort rode down from the upper ford
and directed the spanish to retreat

the cuban loss in this engagement
was killed and about woundedgen rabis men found spanish
dead and gen aldave in his report
to havana said his wounded num-
bered the cubans believe they
have inflicted much more damage that
the spanish troops carried away many
of their dead and minimized the num-
ber of wounded reporting only one
fourth among the cubans killed was
maj belade and capt garcia a son
of a rich planter the spanish left on
the field col havealave two cap-
tains and one assistant surgeon and
the standard of arms of the battaliongen garcia promoted hick-
man the daring courier to captain
on the field

pando has reported to gen blanco
that men are needed to break
the backbone of the insurgent oppo-
sition in the east and that it is no
longer practicable to continue the cam-
paign to relieve bayamo this city
gen garcia expects to capture early in
january being now able to detach
troops from his command to send to
Roloffs aid

capt rodriguez has also received
news that gen maximo gomez has
crossed the river at ciego de
avilaAvila and has continued on his march
to effect a junction with gen rodri-
guez

chicago S hodson and
L B hortonhoi ton both of chicago and both
engineers were killed in a collision on
the chicago eastern illinois railroad
at cayuga ind this afternoon fire-
man J K horton had both legs broken
and H W kellogg an airbrakeairbrake in-
spector had his head badly cut A
passenger train ran through an open
switch and crashed into the rear end
of a freight train both engineers
were on the passenger locomotive

new york dec 21 fireman martin
J oakley was killed tonight at the fire
which started in a wood bin in the
basement of a five story tenement
house on east forty fourth street
oakley was suffocated by smoke and
escaping gas assistant firemen
thomas head james davis and peter
connelly of the same company were
rendered unconscious by inhaling
smoke and gas and were with difficulty
revived they are in hospitals and
their condition is serious

san francisco dec 22 the attor-
neys for theodore durrdurrantnt have filed
notice that they wil lask for a change
of venue from the recent orderobder of sen-
tence by judge bahr on the ground
that the courtscourt is prejudiced an ap-
peal to the governor for a stay will
also be asked

chicago dec 22 fire today de-
stroyed the three story brick ware-
house of the A H andrews furniture
company twenty second and fisk
streets the warehouse was filled with
finished goods all of which burned
for a time the factory building a
seven story structure to thete south of
the Waxwarehouseehouse was in danger but the
flames were confined to the warehouse
loss about fully covered by
insurance three firemen were injured
none seriously

new york dec 22 mrs freda
aged and crippled was over-

come by smoke and died when within a
few feet of safety in a fire in the
house in which she lived on eastbast

street before daylight today every
effort was made to save her life by
her two daughters but their strength
gave out and they were forced to
abandon their mother and barely es-
caped death themselves about a score
of others were rescued by the police
and firemen

new york dec 22 A dispatch to the
tribune from havanaghavam says

while decrees from madrid have been
coming to havana the palace has
kept on issuing decrees or bandas
which are meant to aid in the recon-
structivetive processes the dubious points
in the decree authorizing the quota-
tions bill etc or paper money were
banda the experiment has worked
well in the first few days

stanford university cal dec
dr noah fields drake a graduate
student in geology here since has
been tendered and has accepted 9
position in the tien tain university
china and he will leave for the orient
february 1stast he will be major pro-
fessor of mining engineering and ge-
ology

dr drake came from cincinnatiark he took the degree of civil en-
gineer in the arkansas industrial uni-versity in 1888 following that helashe was
connected for four years with the stategeological surveys of texas and ar-
kansas and also worked on the unitedstates geological survey as geologist
and surveyor after a years work hetook a degree in geology and the fol-
lowing year received the degree of
A M during vacations he waswaa con-
nected with the coast goedetic surysurvey
and after two more years of study re-
ceived the degree of doctor of phil-
osophy

22 senorita clemen-ceau adago the sister of col armarangogo
of the cuban army has received thetefollowing letter from a member of thecuba revolutionary committee in ha-vana

col joaquin ruiz the former super-intendentin of engineers of the albearwaterworkswaterworks paying no heed to the or-ders issued by gen gomez and wishingto make little of the laws of the re-
public had the hardihood to undertakethe proposal of autonomy to colaranguren of the havana squadron lainconsideration of his acceptance he was
to receive a considerable sum of money
which was to be increased in propor-
tion to the number and rank of thecubans who should accept the insult-ing proposition but col aranguren
in compliance with orders and settingaside all consideration of the personalfriendship which hebe had for the span-
ish intruder ordered that col rutzbute betried by a summary court marteal themilitary tribunal sentenced himbud to
death and he was executed taxthree assdayago may rutz rest in peace

washington dec al depart-
ment of state has undertaken an in-vestigationvesti gation of two very disagreeable
incidents that may concontain anthem
selves the germs of serious trouble inthe near future these are the killingby japanese of two sailors attached tothe united states fleet on the asiaticstation

the exact conditions under whichthe killing occurred are not known hereyet and the state department Isin try-
ing to learn through the united stated
minister at and the unitedstates consuls in japan preliminary
to determine what steps shall be takento secure reparation if it shall bebb
found that the killing was as is ex-pected unjustifiable I1

the first killing was of a sailornamed montgomery formerly attachedto the yorktown while she was onoil
the asiatic station and the last waswae
that of prankfrank epps a sailor nativeof new york and an apprentice onan
flagship olympiaOlympla he was killed atnagasaki


