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China as seen by Sir John Bowring.

‘POPILATION OF THE EMPIRE—STRICT CENSUS REGIS-
TRATION—MORTALITY STATISTICS—POOR LAW
BYSTEM —FO0OOD SUPPLIES—EMIGRATION RETURNS
——RIVER NAVIGATION AND INLAND TRADE—AGRI-
CULTURE AND TILLAGE SYSTEM~—~WHAT THE PEO-
PLE EAT AND THEIR TASTES AT TABLE—EFFECTS
OF THE CIVIL WANRBE—HOW THE PEOPLE DIE—MAR-~-
EIAGE—THE ARMY AND NAVY.

The following letter, addressed to the Registrar
General, London, by Sir John Bowring, has been

published in the Journal of the Statistical
GoverxyrxT Hovse, Hona Koxg,

wociety:—
July 13, 1855. ;

Sir—1I wish it were possible to give a satisfac-
tory reply to your inquiries as to the real popula-
tion of China.

There has been no official censnus taken since
the time of Kia King, forty three vears ago.—
Muoch doubt bas been thrown npon the accuracy
of these returns, which gave 362,447,183 as the
totel number of the inhabitants of China. I
think our greater knowledge of the country in-
creases tne evidence in favor of the approximate
correctness of the official document, and that we
imnmay with tolerable safety estimate the present
population of the Chinese empire as between
350,000,000 and §400,000,000 of humen beiugs.

The penal laws of China make provision for a
goneral system of registration; and corporesl
inishments, generally amounting to one hundred

lows of the bamboo, are to be inflicted on those
who neglect to malke the proper returns. The
machinery is confided to the elders of thadistrict,
aud ths census is required to be annually taken;
but 1 have no reason to believe that the law is
obuyed or the neglect of it punished.

in the English trauslation of Father Alvares
Semedo’s “History of China,” published in Lon-
don A. D, 10659, is the following passage:—

This kingdom is so exceedingly populous that,
having lived there twenty two years, I wasin no
lass amazement at my coming away than in the
beginning at the multitude of the people. Cer-
tainly the truth exceedeth all hyperboles—not
only in the cities, towfs and public places, but
aiso in the highways, there is as great aconcourse
zg i3 usnal in Europe on some great festival.

And if we refer ourselves to the general regis-
ter book, wherein only the common men are en-
rolled, leaving out women, children, eunuchs, pro-
fesecrs of letters and arme, there are reckoned of
them to be fifty-eight millions fifty-five thousand
cne hundred and fourscora. The minuteness of
the enumeration would seem to show that the fa-
iher quoted some official document.

[ forward herewith two tabular statements
which [ have eopied from Dr. Williams’s “Middle
Ringdom;’ one of the best books on China. The
first gives a list of tha various estimates from A.
D. 1303 to 1813, with the authorities quoted.—
The second is are-arranged statement of censuses
tuken at different periods.

As tiere are few men in China more diligent or
batler instructed than Mr. Williams, I thought it
deszirable to communicate with him, in order to
ase2rtain hig present views as to the credit which
may properly be attached to the official statistics
of Ghina. I senda copy of his letter:—

I do not know that there is any safer course
than to reason from detsils to penerals, from the
known to the unknown; and f’hava taken every
opportunity whieh my intercourse with the
Chiness has afforded me to obtain, if not correct,
al least approximate information as to the true
statistics of the country. Itmay be affirmed with-
ont any heeitation that, as regards the five porta
and the adjacent districts to which we have access,
the population is so numerous as to furuish argu-
ments that the number of inhabitants of the en-
tire emipire ia very much greater then is represent-
ed by the officiul returns.

These localities cannot be faken as fair averages;
for, naturally enough, incressed commercizal ac-
tivity has brought with it a flow of new settlers,
and there can be no doubt that some of the
auoient seats of commerce have lost much of
their population in losing their {rade; but whether
all the causes of decline in particular spots have
much counteracted the fecundity of the Chinese
races, considered as a whole, may b2 questioned.

Soms years agd [ had an opportanity of dis-
oussing the subject of Chinese population with
the mandarin at Ningpo, who was charged with
muking the returns for that district. Ningpo can
searcely be called a progressive pluce—it 1s decided-
ly the least so of the five freaty ports: but I
found, generally speaking, that the real returns
wers considerably in excess of the cofficial esti-
mates,

And I would remark that, in taking the area of
the 18 provinces of China at 1,348 870 square
miles, the census of 1812 would give 263 persons
to a square mile, which is considerably less than
the nopulation of the densely peopled countries
of Euarope.

According to ancient usage the population in
China is gronped under four heads:—1, Scholars;
2. husbandmen: 3, mechanics; 4, merchants.—
There is a numerous class who are considered al-
most us social ounfcasts, such as stage-players,
professioual gamblers, baggars, convicts, outlaws,
uud others; and thess probably form no part of
the population retarns. In the more remote rural
districts, on the other haud, the returning officer
wost probably contents himsell with giving the

swerage of inore accessible and better psopled lo-
calilies.

L buve no means of obtaining any ratisfactory
tables to show the proportions which different ages
bear to one another in China, or the average mor-
telity at different periods of human life; yet to
every decada of life the Chiness apply sowe
speciil designntion—the apa of 10 is calied “The
Opening Degree:” 20, “Youth Expired;” 30,
“Sirength and Marriage:" 40, “OSicially Apt:?
o4, “Error-knowing;* 60, “Cycle closing;’? 70,
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““Rare Bird of Age;” 80, “Rusty visaged;”’ 90,
“Delayed;’”? 100, *Age’s Extremity.’’” Among
the Chinese the amount of reverence grows with
the number of years.

I made, some years ago, the acquaintance of a
Buddhist priest living in the convent of Tien
Tuvg, near Ningpo, who was more than a century
old, and whom people of rank were in the habit
of visiting, in order to show their respect and to
obtain his autograph. He had the civility to give
me a fair specimen of his handwriting. There
are not only many establishments for the recep-
tion of the aged, but the penpal code provides
severe punishments for those who refuse to relieve
the poor in their declining years. :

Age may also be plesded in extenuation of
erime and in mitigation of punishment. Imperial
decrees sometimes order presents to be given to
all ingigent old people in the empire. I am not
aware of any detailed statistics giving the number
of such recipients since a return published in the
time of Kanghi (1657). Kienlung (1785) direct-
ed that all those claimants whose age sxceeded 60
should receive 5 bushels of rice and a piece of
linen; those above 80, 10 bushels of rice and two
pieces of linen; these above 90, 30 bushels of
rice and two pieces of common silk; and those
above 100, 50 bushels of riceand two pieees, oue
of fine and one of common silk.

He ordered all the elders to be enumerated who |
were ut the head of five generations, of whem
there were 192, and, “'in gratitude to heaven,”
summoned 3,000 of the oldest men of the empire
to receive Imperial presents,which eonsisted prin-
cipaily of embroidered purses, and badges bear-
ing the character shan, meaning “fongevity.”

The Kanghi tables show the numbers of those
who enjoyed the benefit of the edict; but as the
returns bear no proportion to the general popula-
tion of tha country or to the relative extent of
the various provinces, many fortuiiousand local
circumstances must have caused the obvious in-
congruities. For example, in the adjacent pro-
vinces of Kwangtung and Kwangse, in which
the whole mass of population is in the proportion
of two to one, the recipients are as 46 to 1; and
as regards ege, while the proportion of those

above 80 is represented at 10 to 1, those above 90 |

are only a little more than 5 to 1.

In all these matters the greater or less coopera-
tion of the local authorilies is one of the most
importfint elements in producing a result.—
Kwang se is extremely mountainous, and bordered
on the northwest by the country of the Meaou-
tez, or aborigines, the districts adjoining which
are bul in a hall-reelaimed state,and governed by
officers of a character and denominalion distinet
from those of the provinces. Bat it is inexplica-
ble that the province of Pechile in which Pekin
is situate d, should exhibit but a small proportional
return, especially as compared with the adjacent
province of Shantung. Hookwang, with a po-
pulation of 26,250,000, has 87,354 indigent per-
sons ubove 70, while Szechuen, the population of
which in 21,500,000, presents only 176 persons in

that eategory. i

I think there is abundant evidence of redundant
population pressing more and more heavily upon,
and suffering more and more severely from, an in-
adequate supply of food. Though there are
periods when ex {raordinary harvests enable the
Chinese to transport rice, the principal food of
the people, from one province toanother, and
somelimes even to foreign countries, yet of late
the importations from foreign countries have been
enormous, and China has drawn largely on the
Straits, the Philippiiaes, Siam, and other places,
to fill up a vast deficiency in supply.

Famiue has, notwi thstanding, committed dread-
ful ravages, and the provisions of the imperial
granaries have been wholly inadequate to provide
for the public wants. It is true that cultivation
has been greatly interifered with by intestinal dis-
orders, and that there has been much destruction
by inundations, incendiarism,and other gecidental
or fransifory causes; but without reference to
these, I am disposed to believe that thereis a
greater increase in the numbers of the population
than in the home production of food for their
use.

It must be remembered, tco, that while tle
race is thus augmenting, the cause which lead to
the destruction of food,—such as the overflow f
of rivers, fires, raveges of locusts, bad seasons,
and other calamities-—are to a great extent bevond
the control of hnman pradence or human exer-
tion. It would be difticult to show what new ele-
ment could be introduced which would raise up
the native supply of food beyond its present pro-
ductiveness, considering that Lkand husbandry
hes given to cultivation nvore of a horticultural
than an agricultural characler.

The constant flow of emigration from China,
contrasted with the complete absence of emigra-
tion into China, is striking evidence of the popula-
tion; for though that emigration is almost wholly
confined to two provinces, namely, Kwantung
and Fookien, representing together a population
of probably from 34,000,000 to 35,000,000, 1 am
disposed fo think that a number nearer 3,000,000
than 2,000, from these provinces alone, are lecatcd
in foreign countries. In the kingdom of Siam it is
eslimated that theres are at least 1,500,000 Chi-
nese, of which 200,000 are in the capital (Bang-
kok). They crowd all the islands of the Indian
Archipelago. In Juve, we know by a correct
census tiere are 136,0C0,

Cochin China teems with Chinese. In this
colony we are seldom without one, two or three
vessels taking Chinese emigrants to California and
other places. Multitndes go to Australia, to the
Philippiues,to the Sandwich Islands,to the weslern
coast of Central and Southern America: some
have made their way to British India. The em'a
gration to the Briiish West Indies has been con-
siderable—to th» Havana greater still. The an-
nual arrivlae in £ { \grpore are estimeted at an av-
erage of 10,000, and 2,000 is the number that ara
said spopually to return to Chine.

There is not only this enormous maritime emi-

greticn,but & considersble inland eflux of Chinese

towards Mantchouria and Thibet; and it may be
added that the large and fertile islands of Formosa
and Hainan have been to a great extent won from
the aborigines by successive inroads of Chinese
settlers.

Now, these are all males; there is not a woman
to ten thousand men; hence, perhaps, the small
social value of the female infant. Yet this per-
petual ountflowing of people seems in no respect to
diminish the number of those who are left behiud.
Few Chinamen leave their country without a fix-
ed purpose to return to worship in the ancestral
ball—to bring sacrifices to the tombs of their
fathers; but it may be doubted if one in ten re-
visits bis native land. The loss of life from dis-
ease, from shipwreck and other casualties,
amounts, to a frightful per centage on those wlo
emigrate. '

The muititndes of persons who live by the
fisheries in China afford evidence not only that
the land is cultivated to the greatest possible ex-
tent, but that it is insufficlent to supply the neces-
pities of the overflowing pooulation, for agricul-
ture ia held in high honor in Chin#,and the bus-
bandman stands next in rank to the sage or liter-
ary man in the social hierarchy. It has been sup-
posed that nearly a tenth of the population derive
their means of support from fisheries.

[To be continned. ]

In Big Cottonwood, Aungnst 14, RElder

on Friday,
GEORGE SCHOLES; aged 45 years and 6 months,

—

ROTICE,

The meynbers of the Priests® Quorom in G, 8, L. Olty
will meet in the 14th Ward School hounse the 1st Sunday
in every month at 4 o,clock, by order of the Presldent of
said Quorum, LEWIS WIGHT,

13-6m President,
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REW ADVERTISEMENTS.
LOST, |
ETWEEN the Temple Block and the
Unlon Squarey a sack containing 8hoe Pegs and 2
pair Lasts. Whoever has found them will confer a fa-

vor by leaving them at Dr. Spragues. -
93-1 JOSEPH ROBISON.

TAKE FHEB AWAY.
ROKE into the enclosure of the sub-

scriber on the night of the 7th inst., a red and
white spotted cow, branded on the left horn. The owner
is requested to take her away after peying damages and
the cost of this advertisement.
23-2 THOMAS COLBOURN, 2nd Ward.

D T I ——

LOST, STRAYED, &e.

STOLEN OR STRAYED,
N or about the 10th of July, from

Lehl, a grey American HORSE, branded on Jeft
shoulder with a heart and Y C N on left thigh; was owned
by Indian Ammon, .

A liberal reward will be pald for thc recovery of said
borse by (23-4) J. 0. NAILE, Lehi.

SHEEP, CATTLE & HORSES
ILL be taken by us on Bingham

Creek sonth'to herd or raise on shares, at the
usual rates, length of time immaterial with us. We ghall
prepare to feed our stock when necessary during the wine
ter. (7te} - BLAIR & BROTHER.

~ STOLEN O STRAYED,
UNE 1st, from the 16th and 19th

Ward Pasture, G. S. L. Cliy,three Indian PONIES;
¢ne bay stud, one bay mare, and one roan inare, belong-
ing 1o Antero V., Yeaho Yampah, Ute Chief.

Apy information will be thankflully received; please
call on D. B. Huntington. 16

ESTRAY.

FEYVAKEN UP—One dark red COW,
brockle face, one slit in right ear, two in lefi; no

brands visible; cow supposed to be 7or 8 years old. The

owner is reqnested to prove property, pay charges and

take her away. PETER MANZER,
22-3 Willow Creek, Juab Conntr.

STRAYED OR STOLEN,
ON or about June 1, from Kay’s Creek,
it

small bay Indian PONY, 5 years old, white strip
in face, marked yn the back and sldes with the saddle and
girth.  When last seen had a trace chain on his left fore
foots lightly branded on lett hip with T J.

Any person who restores or gives information that will
lead to the recovery of the same shall receive $10 reward.
THOMAS B. JONES,
Kaysville, Davis county,

22.3

e

WAGONS EXCHANGED.
EAVY AND LIGHT WAGONS ex-

changed for Stock on early application to
GILBERT & GERRISH,

~ J. L. HEY WOOD,
I IAT, Cap and Muff Manufaeturer,
17th Ward.

WANTED In exchange—all kinds of
Furs, Sheep and Lamb’s wooi; alse all kKinds of produce,
County and Territorial orders.

21-1t
R WANTED,
lN exchange for Home Made Hats,

I.amb and Sheep WOOL, for which & good price will
be paid. Also Fox, Wolf, Beaver, Otter, Rabbit and other
furs. JAMES SHELMERDINE, Hatter,

Emigration st., one block eastef the Stute road, 8th
ward, RO P i8-2m

FOR SALE.

N Pleasant Grove, a HOUSE and LOT,

siguated opposite the Tabernacle, in a pleasant loca-
tion.

T

e et s

TERMS—Cattle, Wagons, Horses, Mulea, or any other

avallable means, For partlculars engnire of the owner.
WM, M. FRAMPTON,

e T _ Pleasant Grove.

 Lumber, Lumber, Lumber!

10 OU FEET of Luamber, Lath
Y

and Shingles. at the Subscribers?

Lumber Yard, the sign of the PARASOL, epposite 8, Mul-

liuer’s; on Sale for Territory and Coumy Berip, Stock and
Store Pay, » . M s

TIN STORE sand MUSEUM, where you will meet with
10.€00 other usefuls. Call and see.

-4 A. TAYLOR & BONS.

W. BALLAN,

ATCH-MAKER, respectfully in-
forms the inhabitants of Great 8alt Lake City
and vicinity, that he intends carrying on jis business in

the house formeriy occupied by A. L. Hale, MNorth Temple

8t., 17th wird, and will warrant all eork done by him to
glve satisfaction, us he understands his business in all its

branches, Jewelry nestly repaired} ¢barges very moder-
Bl &8 -1f

S. M. BLATR
S MY authorized Agent for the oou-

], trol of my grant in the Bingham Kanyon.
22-3 : : GEORGE A. SMITH.

— e

TAILORING ESTABLISHNMENT.
NTRANCE, Deseret Store.—GAR-

AMENTS Cnt and Made to order by
blLt N. H. FELT.

Brand Sheets! Brand Ehﬂti;!_ o

OTICE is hereby given that the

Brand Sheels, now neatly bound, can be had by
{ calling at the President’s Officey price $1 cash or wheat
' at cash price taken in payment. Persons having cattls
estrayed, or those purchasing, will find 1t to their advet»
tage to have the Brand Sheets by them for reference.

H. B. CLAWSON,
49t Recorder of Brandse.

KOTICE.
HE Subscriber, having purchased

the Woollen Factory at Jordau Mills, formerly
owRed by Mr. Gaunt, has repaired and fitted it up in good
order and has it in successful operation.

Carding, Spinning, Weaving, Fulling and Dyeing done
to order at short notice, and on reasonable térms.

With a new set of cards and good workmen, he flatters
himself that he can do as good work as oan be done in thw
Territorys Wool worked up on shares, if desired.

20-11 A. GARDNER.

i
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TERER---$£6 PER ANNUH.
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0FFICE---P. 0. BUILDIN
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TO ADVERTISERS,—Advertisements to insurs

Insertion in the current number must be handed In es
Monday.

LIST OF AGENTS:

G. 8. L. County.

Kanyon Creek Ward.,
= Mill Creek do
do
Big Cottonweod Wards
South Cottonweod #

——

A, 0. Smoot
Renben Miller
Archibald Gardner
Milo Andrns
Aundrew Cahoon

Joseph Hammond - - do
Isaac Ferguson - - do
Silas Richards - = [Unlon.

J. Guernsey Browa - Draper,
Samuel Bennion - - West Jordan.
Daniel R. Allen - - Jordan Mills.

McGee Harris = = Fort Herrimam.

Cedar County.

Allen Weelks - - Cedar Valley.
Utah County.

D. Evans - - - Lehl Clty.

Leonard E. Harringto - Lake Cliy.

T. J. McCullongh - Loune City.

W. G. Sterrett - - Pleasant Groves

D. Carter - - Prevo,

A. Johnson - - Springville,

J. L. Butler - - Spanish Ferk

C. B. Hancock - - Payson.

James Holman - . Santa Quin.
Juab County.

T. B, Foote - - Salt Creak.,

San Pete County.
Geo. Peacock - - Manti,
Millard County.

8. P. Hoyt - - Fl.lmore,

Beaver County.
y P.T. Farnsworth - - Beaver Oroel,

Iron County.

T. Lewls - - - Parowan.

= QCedar City.

Washington County.
- Fort Harmony,

Green River County.
Fort Supply.

Tooele County.

J. D.Les -

1. Bullock

J. W. Cooley - Grantsvills,
Hezeklah Mitchell - - E.T. Uity.
Lysander Gee - - Teoele City.,
Davis County.
John Stoker - - - Stoker.
YWm. R. Smith - - Centerville.
James Leithegd - - Farmington.,
Samue] Henderson - -

Kaveville,
Weber Connty. :

C. W. West -
Thomas Denn

Ogden.
North Ogden,
Box Elder County.

Salmon Warner Nor. Willow Oreeh,
Samuel Smith Brigham?®s Qity.

- -

Cac he Co lult]"-

Peter Maughn

Cache Vallesy.
Malad Connty.
James Frodsham Fort Malad,
For California, Oregen and Washingsen.

D. M. Thomas San Bernardine.
(zeo. Q. Cannon San Francisoo,

For Canada and the States and Territories Eas,
ef the Rocky Mountains.,

H. 8. Eldredge St. Louls.
Mormon Office New York City.

For the British Isles, Europe, Asia, Africa and

- -

Australia.
Millennijal Star Office - - Liverpool.
Sl s g e ey - e
ADVERTISIKG.

[Ten Lineg, or less, constitute One Square.)

. REGULAR ADVERTISEMENTS:
One Quarter Column, (three squares or less) tor eask

Insertion : : : : . : x > $1.60
Half Column, (seven sqnares or less) each ins. 3.00
One Celumn, (fourteen squares or less) ¢ (R E

SUNDRY ADVERTISEMENTS:
One Square, each insertion PR TR T
Two Squares ke : : : E 1.50
Three ¢ 6 % : : : 200

Thus upward, with a half dollarto the additiona) squere
for each insertion.

BOOK, JOB AXD CARD PRINTING

Executed to order in this office; and having recetved some
lmportant additions to our stock of

Job and Ormamental Type,

We are prepered to do work at reasonsble rases, sneé
o the most approved style,

BOOK-BINDING

In aH its branchee carrlied on in connection with thy O1-
gice, Send Im yeur orders.




