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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH

JUNEJ uneund 1844 F
AN ACCOUNT 1

OF THE

ARREST imprisonmentMENT AND MAR
T 0 AT OF PRESIDENT JOSEPH
SMITH AND PATRIARCH
SMITHSMITHY

JIN CARTHAGE JALJ gilkil IIANHAN
coge COUNTY ILLINOIS

Asds collected from the foijor kept atatthethe tinatine by
dr willard richards abdand the statements pub
issued by john lif essig reid audandwoolswoods
craa johnjoha S and the writings and
fivi t me ats of dancu

A nesaes cyroscyrus jf11 wheelock
steph it narkmarkham aaadandad niaviamabymanyay other persons
witovino we e personally ecithmili the

dosfosfus
BY THE

i wf 22 1844 about 9 pm hyrumfarum came
outnutut odtheof the mansion aidalid gave his bhindtindand to
reynolds cahoon atthe same timtimetimesavingsaying A
company of men ae to brother
josephjobe lo10lardlord4 hahs warnedvarned himt m to flee
to i I1 6 y moursmoris s ioa save bisbig life good

e boutherblatherer cabocab odap liallshall see you again
in a fefew iniroinutes kinards josphjosfph came

i from his family hisis tears were flowing fast
uetie heldheid erchien to his tacafactac andalid fol-

i

tol-
i owed affesitesi brotherbrt hyrum withof uttering
a wordd

betweenB e tv befi v and 10 pmPIDpin joseph and
Will arilarll irble baitin ann ththee bbariks4 iv off tthettheehe
raverriver forchefor the skiff sent foitfoltf I1WV mitvit1V fihelpshelpa and

ducted mnoVtenn to0 families to cincin
0 ti bahobahsby s cond steamboatste boat arriving at nau
iooo abid RA ii behe arrived there to

ia longiona J e president of the united statesspates
i and contricongressi for redredressrelis of grievancesurieurle adand
aroare iffththeate ouidid grantgra the church iberryy and

1 rishightsrightst ajosephoJjosephoseph then said go to our
vs antilantii them whit we have concluded

0 ro0 andan le- rninI their freitfeelingsfpelings on ththe subsubjectjeetjoet
and tellteiltellialudiud you will1111 be ready to stint by
he st ambia t ad she has sufficient

ih to pay the expenses if you
ascerascertaintaiti b tomorrowmorrowto morning that there is
any thinthings roiicoir comcoacome over the riverniverr roto mon-
i ose tot ttc boise of captain john KilXimilieaileailenlienliea and
litielirie re boft 1 iI learn wheremere we are

aboltabout ju ightliht josph hyrumcyru and dr
I1 n c lied for 0 P rockwellbrockw f at his

i ongjonggugu i ailall went upup the river hankbank until
iblafyy aron johnsons boat which they

II11 f into midand started finont 3 am to cross the
I1 nver 0 P Rockwell rowed the

iddtf which was very iakaakleaky so tl at it keptaspjospphjosephb haum and the doctor busy balinbaling
thete jetter with their bootsbouts aadand shoes totz

prevent it from sinking
sundasunday 23 at daybreak arrived aon thesileiowa sideslie othe riar sent 0 P rockwell

back to nauvoo with instructions to the
T at night with horses 14 josejosephph and cyruhyrumin
j asss them aver the the 1 gdsecretly

d to bobe ready to start for the gra masin in
L a rocky

joseph lfhieujwuin and dr richards walked upA
to captain jami killiens holige V jj t e
arnvedarrived at sunrise but he riot bein ome
titax v wentwentwenc trani thence to brother williamwliilam
Tora ans about 9 am dr B burnhiselernhisel came
aoorr the visit joseph also reynolds
cahoon who mardemarfe some explanations res-
pecting

I1

governor fords letter
early in the morning a posse arrived in nau

00 oo to arrest josephJoaeph but as they did not find
ill1 I caim they started back to carthagee immediate-
lyY leavingleavin one man atthe name ofat yates be
blindn d them who saiasald to one of the brethren
that governor ford designed that if joseph
and hyrum were not given ephe wouldworld send
us troops and guard theth city until heythey were
aund itif it took threejearyearsto do itlit

at 1 pm emmamma Bbentsentwt over 0 P Rrockwell1 1

requesting him to j ofat joseph to comecam
backbach reynolds cahoon accompanied him with
glettergiettera letterietter which emma hadbad written to thetha ame
effect and she insisted that cahoon should
persuade joseph to come backlack and give himself
up when they went over they found josephJos epliepil
hyrum and willard inin a room by themselves
having flour and other provisions on thehe floor
ready for packing I1 I1

I1

rereynolds cahooncaboon informed jqsephjoseph what the
j troops intended to do and urged lipontipon him to
give himself up inasmuch as the governorGovernonvernoD had

his faith and the faith ofdf theahe state to
protect him while he underwent a legal and
fair trial R cabooncahoon L D veiIViwassonasson and
hiram kimball alsed joseph of cowardice
for wishing to leavea the people adding that
their property wouldwoold be destroyed and they

1 Ileft without house or hhomeam e liikekethef tbe fable when
the wolves came the sheshepherdI1 herd ran irdifroIromihe
flockk and left the sheep to be devoured toahilwhich josephJosep4 opliev d if my lifeilfe is of no
value to my friends it is of none to myself

josphjoseph saidaid to rockwell what I1 doadordo
porterpotter replied you are the oldest and ought
foto know best andand aa youou make ybur bed alvill
lay with you joephjoseph lheadhen turned to0 hyrumhium
whoweb ivaswas talking mithwith cahooncabooncahon and saidsail bro-
ther hyrum you are th9 doileoddestst what shall we
dopado hyrum said let us go back and give
ourselves uplandup and kpaiiasee the thing outont after
studying a few inomomentsments jasejosephh salsaisaidsaldid clifif you
go backtackacid I1 shall go with youyo tait we shall be
butchered 51

T Hyhyrumruin said no no let us go
dacdicbac and puiput ouroun trust in god and we shall
llolio be harmed is in iti joweif we live oror
havehive to die ivde willbewill be reconciled to jourjounourftfate

afferafter a short pause ioajomjoa told cahooncaboon to
requestest pa po davisdavig to have his
boat readykady tyby half to cross
them oviroverover the river

jqsephjaseph and hyhyrumruin then wrote the following
letietletyt 4waf 14bank of the riverR1V6 mississippi

sunday junes 1844 2rpmp m
hisills excellency thomas ford i

sn- isiri1 wrote youou alonga long communication at
1210 last night exexpressive of my

com R of yeyesterdayterdday I1
thought 5yourour ietterletterletaleto rather severe but ftfetf of
my friends has ji came to meroe with alpaliah ex-
planation from adlecaptainme captain of younyour posse
which softened thuethuu

n subject mattmattumatty0 of your
communication aa ives us greater assurance
of protection andan i

fafatthat your abas
in brinbringinggirg inin subjection th

which surround your excellency to somsomee ex-
tent and I1 declare aagainainaln the only odobieobiocllonilontionclion
I1 everevar had or ever madmadee to a trial by my coun-
try at any time was what I1 have
last letter on account of assassins agthe
reasonrason I1 have to fear deathly consequences

w
froin thitheir hands

ut fromirom the emexplanation I1 now offer to
come to youV ou ata carthagecartha e on the mo
early as ihshailshallallail be convenient for mpr tb
escort us in to head quarters proddedprovided weve chiichil
hypohysoh- e a fair trial not be abused nor have myiry

abused and hav e all things donondone n
duedoe form of law wit ho ii partialpartialityityandnd yapycyl
mayna depend on my honor without the 8showh OW ofa
A greatgi eat armed force to produce excitement inJ A
bheithe minds of the au

we will meet youryo ir posse if tntthitiustug8 bettoriet11lettorlmh
P I1

satisfactorysatisfactor ifelieit nahnat me arhherhreu
albandmound at or about two ocloci cilik iojo Aarrowiarr0 v
afternoon which will be as goosooson as
our witnesses Andnd prepare for trtrw avenallAVe hailhalihall
expect to take durourour witnesses attlytlitftus anu apt
have to wait a subpoenaid or a part at leastleastsoso
agas not to detain the proceedings although we
maymaj want time for counsel
I1 we remain most respectfullyc tflillyyour excellences 01 evants

josepnJOSEPH11 SMITH
HYRUM SMITH

also wrote to IT T hugins Eesafscf
I sunday nauvoo junejuno 23 1844

11 T hugins esq
sirsix I1 have agreed to meet governor ford

at carthagecantCarthagehagot tomorrowto morrow to attend an examina-
tion 1wore1 fore justice and iiciest your

i

attend miceince professionally with the best attar
neneyl youou can bringbang

I1 meet the governors posse on the mound
at 1016 ama M inin carthage at 12 noonnood do notst mebile and oblige

yoursyouns respectrespectfullyrespectfullyfulliA josepJOSEPH SMITHasmithfl pirper IV clericlerk
PPSs drdaj J R wakefield I1 wishiia as witnessac
andald also to dr J R wakefield as fol-

lows
nauvoo sunasunoay one 18441811

drbr J it wakefield
sir I1 would respectfully solicit your atten-

dance at court in carthage tomorrowto morrow at 12
noon aaas witwitnessriess iiiiliin casecade state of illinois on
complaint offbf saiafafM higbee v joseph smithsinith
and ottothersbelsbeis 1 dear sir do not fail me and

I1

oblige your old ffriend
JOSEPH SMITH 4

by IV richards clerkcleric 1

PS esqestsq huginshu ins andicoand copartnerpartnerco areirelre ex-
pected we meet the governors posse on the
mound at 10 am at carthage at 12 noodnoon
bearer will divdivee particulars

About four panpm joseph hyrum
the doctor and others started backbach while
walking towards the river josephjosaph fell behind

J

I1 with 0 P the others shouted to
i him to come on josephjosephf replied it iais of no
us to hurry for we arears goinghoing backbam to be
slaughteredI1 5 and continually expressed him
sellsei that he would likeilke to get the people once
more togethertogethi adaikaiu talleitalic to them tonightto night
RockRockivelllyell aldaid lif that was his wish he would
get thefhe people together and he could talk to

starstaTstarlightlightkight I1
I1

it14 yaswas thethe stran persuasions of reynolds
calbriCalbii lorenzolore azo D wasson and
ballbailailaliall who were carrying out emmas instructin
ionslons thattb at induced joseph and hyrum to start
backack to nauvoo they re crossed the river at
halflaif past five when they arrived at his man-
sion in nauvoo Josephs family surrounded
himlim and he tarried there all night giving up
the idea of preaching to the saints by ststar-
light

ar

he sent the letter to governor ford of this
date by col theodore turley and elderelder jede-
diah M grant who carried it to carthage
whereretheythey arrived about 9 pm they gave
the letter to governor ford who first agreed
to send a posse to escort gen smith in bafrysafety
to carthage immediately afterwards mr skin-
ner came hiin and made a very bitter speech to
the governor inirr which wilson liwlaw eph
11 jackson joined him naught but lies
which caused elder grantbrant to ask if messengerstwere to be insulted in that manmannerner
uhethee governor treated them coldly and re-
scinded his previous promise and refused to
send or allow an escort to go with joseph aa
he said it was an honor not given to any oher
citizen he would not allow the messengers
to stay in carthage through the night aubrbut or
bened chento startstant at 10 andd return to
nauvoo with orders for gen smith to belinbalineayCaYcarthagethage by 10 tomorrowto morrow morning
without an escort and he threatened that ifgengan athsmith did not give himself uptip at that
time nauvoo would be destayedst oyed and all
the menmet wwomen0 men and children thief ere in it

Ggrantrant andind Tturley immimmediately starstartedtedi
butbat on account of theirair horseshorbes beingbein wearied
they did not arrive in nauvoo untieuntil about 4
am of ehg ih when they went to gen smith
to reportto him the state of excilexcitementement in
carthage liehe would not hear one word of the
warning as he was determined to go to car
dageage and give himself up to the governor
at night joseph conversed with captain an-

derson who repreported that the mob at warsaw
had stopped his boat and threatened to fire
into her with their cannon ilehe gavee the foltoytop i ng certificate I1

I1

1 Cg nauvoo junejunes 1844
thisibis iqis to certify that on tuesday i

blast I1 stated to general joseph smith that anithe1e
number of passengers leaving that day might
produce the 45ct on the public mind that theytrey

aff being attacked ajouabou prove in
juniou s arraanra INrther observed inin order taipboprere

and good order that it would belie
better ta uhla endeavors to retain those inlii
the city until thetbd excitement should abate

GEO C ANDERSON
capt steamboat

josephjuseph received the follofollowingwih0 laftletterietterer i f

sunday evening june 3rdard 1844
genddnoenxen josjosephh smith
isarI1 lririlrir I

I1

fiveve this momenmomentt received your favor
his daydak per the handsbands fit mr adams I1 re

grettoetj sayin reply that I1 aw now awaitingawaiting
evereveryY inmoment

I1 a boat for stlouisst louislouls whithervhither
my business requires me to go and which of
boilcoursebe will deter me from acceding to your re-
quest I1 have introduced mr adams to a
friend who is entirely competent to do full
justice to your cause

in great haste yours respectfully
ED

fort madtsonmadison iowalowi
preparations are making eolaboia ariyarly start

totomorrowriknikrixmorroworrow morning fcpror brcarthagethage joseph
gaveraveave diredirections tto0 atiqrkomesomesommeborne liarshorseses for the
purpose of carrycarryingindbimhim anahisand his fiends to
carthcarthageage tomorrowto morrow

although hoohGovernor has threatened to
serhisseUsed his troops intoflito the city none have ap
peael11aa as yiyet v

1 mondayartlay 24 Ffrancisra p ci s AT highigbee having
output alvra arbi before thomas ff

justice of thefheth peace at carthageCartbazobaze on the lithliti
dinst against joseph smith hyrum smith
samuel bennett john taylor william W
phelps john P greene stephen C perry
dimick B huntington Jdnathanjonathan dunham
stephenStephenMarkmarkham Williawilliamriiiii W edwards jon-
athan holmes jesse P harmon john lytlelytie
joseph W ching ge david harvey redfieldRedfleid
orrin P II and levi richards for riot
in destroying the nauvoo expositor press the
property of I1villiamwilliam and wilson lawlavirlir and
others ohion thethefhe loth dinst and Gogovernorvernolvernoi ford
having gent vid by the posse that deosethose eight
een persons should be protected by the militia of
the state they upon the assassurassuranceuraneAanceanco of that
pledge at gi61 am started for carthage will-ard richards dan jones henry GSherwood
alfred randall james davis cyrus if wheel-
ock

P A 0 hodge and several other brethren
together with james W woods aaas councounselbe
accompanying thenothero I1

ichenwhen they arrived at tn e top of the hill jo-
seph sent rockwell with a horse for dr south
wickvick a soutsouthernherh gentleman who had beenbein stay-

ing some days at the mansion and who wished
general joseph smith to buy considerable pro-
perty

I1

in texas but ed bonney tooktooh posses

sion of the hatbarhorsese so that arldri S couldc uld not then
r igo I1

joseph paused when thethey got0t to the temtempieI1 e
and lookedlook edwithwith admiration firstt on that aandd ttthenen
onorl the city and remarked this is the love
liestlist place and the bestnest people under the heav-
ens little do they know the tritrlalstalsi that await
them As heifo passed out of the city he called
on daniel H wells esq who was unwell
and parting he said squire wells I1 wish
you to cherish my memory and nwnoe think me
the worst man in the world either

at 10 min ta 10 am they arriarrivedvedatat albert
G fellows farm 4 miles west of carthage
where they met captain dunn with a com-
pany of abouaboutt sixty mountmounteded militia aonn seeingseeing
which joseph said do not be alarmed brethbrehl
ranren for they cannot do more to you than the
enemies of truth did tp the ancient saints r they

I1 can iiiili the body the comcamcompanyany mademide
a halt when joseph hyrum andan d several
others went into fellowsFellow houseshouse with captain
dunn who presented an order from governor
ford for all the state arms in possession ofor
the nauvoo legion which joseph immediately
countersignedcounter signed

henry G sherwood went up to josophjoseph anamt
said brother Joseph shall 1I return to nau-
voo and regulate about getting thehe armsarmarmgartsarisanisartaad
get thether receipts for them jospph inquired
if behe was under arrest or expected tosetoveto IMS drar-
restedcrested sherwood answered noa when jo-
sephI1 directed him to return aheada head of the cordcoldcom-
pany gather the arms and do as wellweil asaftabs

f could in all thinthings joseph tilenilien saldsaid to the
cocompany who were0 with bahnhn 4iamlamam goinggoin like
a lamb to the slaughterslaughtef but I1 am calmcaimcalmastrasas a
summers mornmornininz

1

I have a colipconscienceblencetience void op0
offience toward god and toward all mmenen if
they take my life I1 shall die an an mabeyamah I1
and myip blood shall cry from the ground forfoufo
vergvengeancefancegance andand it shall yetteyet be said of me heiihl

f was murdered in cold blood 11 he then said
to father sherwood go and goagod bless you

t sherwood then rode as swiftly as he could to
nauvoo w

esqs woods left the company there andaba con-
tinued hisbib journey to carthagecartCarl hage

this order for the delivery of the state arms
waswaa designed to drive the citizenscitizens of
nauvooa to despedesperationration so that iinn the heatheal ofoil
their indignation they might commit some
overt act which the governor could construeconst rite
into treatreasonsoilsoli and thus have a shashadowdorir of ex-
cuseI1 for his mob militiaatoto destroy the mormar

1 1

mons r

captain dunn requested the company totorere
1 turn to nauvoo to assist in the aiaimsarmsms 1

i
andard pledpiedpledgeded his word as gitary man thathatj
joseph smith and his frifriendsends sho uld be protect-
ed even itif it were at tho expense of nishig own
life and his men responded to that pledge by

I1 three cheers CaptainatiDunn no doubt feared
l that the order of the governor excite
the inhabitants of manrod beyondbeyondand endurance
andana therefore chose rather to depend upon the
well known integrity of gen smith than to
risk the oilarcesareescesees of exciting the wounded feel-
ings of annuchajnuch abused people at the same
timeriffle joseph sent a messenger to the governor
with the following letter

i four miles west of Carthage Mound
hancock co IIIill monday 19lCT 5

his excellency Ggovav ford
1 dear sinsirsinonsirononov myray way to carthage to an-
swer your requestest thisthia morning I1 here met
captcatt dunn who has made known to meroe your

I1 ororderEer to surrender the state arms in posses
ciori 0f ilitilthe nauvoo leuign which demademl nd I1
t shall comply with and that the baosaoimbeeseiSMIdone ardproperlyperly and without troubietrouble to tha stateS aieateI1

I1 shall return with capt dunn see
that the arms are put into his
shall then return to head quarters indisin trig cormcorn
panypally when I1 shall most chcheerfullye di mitt ta
adv requisition of the governor of ounoud State

with all due respect to youirt excelledExcellencelien I1
reirelremainnain f- y 1 l-

i
your obedient servant

JOSEPH
he also issued the following border 1

head quarters nauvoo legion f i
prairie 4 miles west of carthage
june eioalo min

to major gen jonathan Duiduldunhamhamandhamanaand allconallali com-
missioned and nonnoncommissionedcommissioned officers and

itutopprivatesvates of the nauvoo legion
yonyou are hereby ordered to comply strictly

and without delay with the within order of
the commander in chief governor thomas
Ffordord

JOSEPH SMITH
gen nauvoo Legionlegions315

and requestedrequest pd that the state arms should be
taken to the masonic hall without delay

hyrum then said to abramabramo C hodge you
go olintoon into carthage and see is going on
and hearbear whathatbat is said on this matter17

joseph abd his company then returned with
capt dunn and arrived in nauvoo at 21
pm

whenwh en hodge arrived at carthage hebe met with
theahe rev mr dodge who had some
v beenbedi very kindly treated by hyrum he
warned Ihodgelodge that aaas sure as josephjosepa and hyr-
um came to carthage they would be killed
hodge also saw hamilton the innkeeper wilowiro
pointing to the cartilagecarthage greys said 1411rindgeriodge
there arealethethe boysboya that will settle you momoxmoa
mons 11 hodge replied we can taktae aaas
many men aa there are there out of the nau-
voo legion and they would not be missed


