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raiping? What admiration must be
felt for the interesting process of flrat
addicg ten per cent, and then an ad-
ditional penalty of fifty per cent, on
the original tax] What solemn astons
jehment at the item of filfy cents as
penalty oo personal property! And
what gratitude, that after such an ex-
hibition of gtound and lofty revenue
acrobatice, only the pitifully modest
sum of two dollars should be asked for
making the estimate of costs!

VWe hardly know what kind of com-
mente to make on the ingident; but we
cannot testrain an exprespion of relief
that the company has come out alive,
and of hope that, eince they are atill
alive, they will know enough to keep
put forever aftet.

THE AFRICAN SLAYE TRADE,

The dispatches have lalely brought
horrible details of the raids tuat are
atill going on in Africa in the interest

of the slave trade. As the ‘‘dark con-
tinent?* i8 becoming better kEnown to
the outside world, it transpires that the
revoiting traffic in numan beings is
flonrishing as bad as ever. A ootre-
spondent wrlting about Colonel Eliis’s
march against the Bofag, in Blerra
Leone, says they found whole towns
wiped out by the slave calchers,
Among the rulpge were found the
mutilated bodies of old men and wo-
men, while the young ones had been
captuted and carried oft. Like wild

pbesstea these slave bunters steal
up to the unsuspecting  get-
tlements in the night, set

fire to the huts and thew, in the wild
pontusion of the panic-stricken vicotime,
kill whoever offersany resistance, and
tie the captives logether, insensible Lo
the despair and grief and heart-rend-
ing cries of the unfortunate sufferers.

The Moors scattered throughout the
continent are credited with being the
most cruel slave hunters, The fleet-
ness of their horses, which they guide
with gkilful bapds, gives them a de-
cided advantage over the nevro, and
they reldom meet the puinishment they
deserve, until the Iuropeans confront
them with modern weapons, Butthe
glave trade 18 still profltable, slaves
being in demand throughout the Mo-
hammedan world, and it seems that
even Europeans have of late been en-
gaged in the trade, defying all laws of
clvilization and morality,

In the light of the prediction of the
post-delu vian progenitor of our race,
the condition of the African people
becomes most significant. He foretold
that the desgcendants of Canasn should
pe *servants of servants,’’ difterent
from the ¢hildren of both SBhem and
Japhet. And to this day the pondition
nhas continued in spite of all efforts to
changeit. As far back ap the history
of Afrioa i known, slavery has existed
as o social conditlon, recognized hy the
people themeelves as well as by their
oppressors., A oaptive taken in war
remained the glave of the oaptor, KHe
could be sold or otherwise disposed of
at the will of the rosster, Parents
could mottgage thelr ohiidren and give
them as payments for debts,"and even

their own persons were oon-
sidered property to be disposed
of, 8o that many sold themselves

in times of
Were somme-

ap slaves to escape death
famine, And oriminals

times mentenced to slavery, That the
African soil should have been singled
out above all others as the hunting
ground for slaves was no doubt owing
to the fact that the condition had legal
force among the various tribes them-
selves, and it is more than probable
that the curse cannot Le entirely
stamped out until the people shallhave
been educated un to the point of re-
garding it as an abominable institu-
tion.

THE CHRISTIAN AMENDMENT.

A movement is at present vigorously
agitated in this country, which, on
account of its great importance, de-
serven the careful attention of every

intelligent citizen. It ia proposed to
amend the preamble of the Constitu-
tion so ae to acknowledge by that
document the supremacy of the
Almighty in the affairs of the pation,
express gratitude to Hlm for the liberty
epjoyed and recognize ihe efticacy of
prayer in the name of the Mediator
Jesus Christ. In oase this proposed
amelidment be adopted by Congrese,
it will be Ilaid before the citizens of the
various states tor ratification,

The amended preamble ig as follows,
the additionsl ciauses being in brack-
eta:

We, the people of the United States,
devoutly acknowledging the supreme
authority and just gpovernment of Al-
mlghty God in all the affuirs of men and
nations; prateful to Him for our oivil and
religious liberty; and encouraged by the
agsurances of His Word to In-
voke His guidance, as a Chrlstian
nation, according to His appointed way,
through Jesus Chriat,] in order to form a
more perfect union, establish justice, en-
sure domestic trahquility, provide for
the commmon defense, premote the geu-
eral weliire, and secure the blessings of
liborty to oursslves and our posterity, do
ordain and establish this Constitution of
the United States of America.

Atthe convention of the National
Reform asgociation In Allegheny, Pa,,
November 14 to 16, it was resolved to
send agents to Washington for the
putpose of supporting any measnre
that might come before Congress in
defense of our public schools, for the
investigation or psuppression of the
traffioin drink or in eriminal publica.
tions, or for divorce or any other
Chriestian reform; and for the enact-
ment of a natiopal Babbath law and
“for the promotion of euch an amend-
ment to the national Constitution as
will justify beyund all peradventure
the declaration of our Bupreme Court
that ‘this is & Christian nation.’?’ Ac-
cordingly, Dr. H. H. George was sent
to the capital and the “Christian
amendment?”” was framed. On Janu-
ary 25 it was introduced in the House
by Congressman NMorse, of Massachu-
setts, and in the Senate by Benator
Frye, of Maine, and referred to the
judiciary committees. Its promoters
ure elated over the success so far
achieved.

On February 1lst a sub-committee
of the Houere judiciary committee
heard the arguments in favor of the
amendment, on which occasion Dr.
MoAllister ex plained its varfouspoints,
He contended that the olauses sought
to be introduced into the preamble
were formulated by the three highest
departments of our government on

smeparate occasions, The first olause

was taken from a resclution intro-

duced in the Hepate on March

2, 1863, nand paesed without a

dissenting vote the following day. It

was adopted when the nation, through

its legislature, nsked President Lincoln -
to appoint a day of confession of na-

tiona} ap well as individual sine, and

the President promptly responded by

proclalming April 80th as a day of

fasting and prayer, The pecond clause

was taken from the constitutions aof a

large number of states, including those

of Arkansas, Minnesota, Illinols,

Kansas snd Rhode Island. The-
third clause, referring to this as &
“Chrietlan nation,*® the speaker said

was apcording to an expression used

by Justice Brewer of the Bupreme-
Court in his decislon in a case before
the court in 1881. (Holy Trinity-
Church ve the United States U. 8. Re-
ports, Vol, 148, p. 471,) The amend-

ment has the support of the leading

men of the Christian denominations,

he argued, and cannot be ohjected to

by Unitarianps, Hebrews and otherg

who may not believe in the divinity of
the great Nazarene.

The hearing for the day was thlen
concluded and the 6th of March ap-
pointed for a contlnuation of the ses-
sion. It is expected that the amend-
ment will meet much opposition, but
1ts friends are consdent of being able
both to carry it in Congress and to
seoure §its adoptien by the warlous.
states of the Union. :

THE NEW BOSD ISSUE.

AB the NEWS has pointed out al.
ready, the extenslon of the city’s
borrowing capacity by speoial act of
Congress is not an oepcasion for the
muijclpality going into debt one dollar
mote than is requited by urgent neces-
sity. The fact that we had to get the
special permission referred jto should
be of iteelf a warning to reduce the
existing indebtedness as quickly aais
consistent with present conditions, lest
the city be drawn further into the
vortex bylexiravagant mismanagement
of its financial aftairs, and virtual
bankruptoy be the result. The people
desire that the municipal program:
should be progressive, they also have
given unmistakable expression of
their will that it.shall he freed from
extravagance and jobbery, and be con-
ducted upon lines of etrict economy .

It is guite probable, now that the
oity’s indebtedne:ss can be legally aug.-
mented, that the Council will give
early comnsideration to the subjeot of
lssuing mote¢ bonds. That there must.
be some igsue, all who are acquainted
with the pltuation will admit. The
question is, How much more must we
borrow now? and it would be well It
the proposition could be laid before
the taxpayers and an expression ob.
tained thereon from them, after fxee
and fair discuesion. The municipal
Counncil needs all the light and wisdom
it can get on this subject, that its acts
may réeceive the endorsement of the
people; for should it happen to po.
beyouu what the public may regard as
the proper line in the borrowing busi-
nees, its members will be held up
to everlasting obloquy as having,
been untrue to the trust reposed
in them at n oritical time. On the



