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howbow many would travel without purse
or scrip and how reluctantly each
hand went to the level not that our
elders doubted the virtue of the re-
quest but their own ability to execute it
lullyfully as the lord had commanded we
formed a silent but firm resolution to
conform to gods divine commandment

from this hour let the elders of israel
that goeth forth to the nations of the
earth take neither puauiseise nor scrip etc

owing to the weakness of our flesh
we failed in our first attempt elder C
wilson nibley jr and myself entered
the city of petersburg with a view of
seeking entertainment at the fatels but
failing in this we at once established
ourselves in a private boarding house
we have fully demonstrated the fact
that entering a city with a purse ex

the
idea of procuring board and lodlodginggitig
gratis is a sad failure but we have
never entertained any fears as to the
possibility of canvassing a city without
purse or scrip since the day elder
thomas called upon elder thomas C
romney and your humble servant to
labor in lynchburg true that we

weak and our knees trembled for
he had called upon two of his weakest
elders in the conference to10 perform a
work before unknown to us

while laboring in petersburg this
city which is built like rome upon
beven hills was shown to me in a
dream and upon the brow of one otof the
hills stood a apanman beckoning us with a
smiling face and a gentle motion otof the
hand come up here the many
pleasing faces that have greeted us in
lynchburg and the cordial hospitality
received often reminds me of the smil-
ing figure that stood upon the hill we
wrote our loved ones at home to send
us money no more for by the help of
the lord we would accept his proposproposi-
tion
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i

prove me now herewith saith the
lord of hosts

taking leave of our brethren in caro-
lina county marchmarch 1896 we set
out upon aur journey otof eighty miles to
batesvilleBatesville albermarle county where
we sojournedsojourned two weeks holding meet-
ings and awakening the saints to an
active performance olof their duties we
were on our way to lynchburg and
with this constantly before us we began
an investigation of ourselves which re-
sulted in lessons of humility that will
cling to us so long as life lasts As
never before we prayed and preached in
such power that the people and saints
could feetfeel the divine influence and bask
in its heavenly sunshine

on the ath day of april we arrived at
west appomattox and took up our
abode with brother S B giles who
was baptized isas was also his son hus-
ton the summer before by elder
adams and myself here we found
a number of people investigating the
gospel consequently had no trouble in
bowing a burnnurnnumberber of meetings we
blessed four childrencn ildren and led three hon
esteft souls into the waters otof baptism so
lar wewe can bear testimony to the efficacy
of gods commandment and know that
through our humble submission to the
same our labors were tinctured with his
loving graces although our real field of
operation had not yet been reached

april zand with a snack carefully
prepared by mrs giles and stored away
an a shoe box we turneturnedd our faces
awards the hill city 10 twenty seven
liesiles distant previous to this we had

corresponded with mr ernest jr who
wrote the office for gospel literature
and we made arrangements to meet him
at the central house ere the sun had
ceased to give us light we ascended the
hill which overlooks the muddy james
and received a cordial reception from
william dixon a railroad man who had
entertained bsus on former occasions we
having formed his acquaintance ten
months ago while he was in attendance
at one of our meetings in the county of
appomattox the lord had been pre-
paring the hearts of some few to receive
us for a number of months and we now
know that the sooner each elder makes
up his mind to obey the divine mst ruc-
tion the sooner will the holy ghost
begin to operate upon the minds otof the
people and thus prepare them torfor the
receiving otof gospel light

we fasted and bowed down in humble
prayer to our god which was not of-
fered in vain lorfor the heavens caught the
sound and from the abundance of her
resources poured down blessings that
gladdened our souls beyond expression

recalledwe called at the central house but
mr ernest was not there hebe lived three
miles in the country and would not be
in until evening mr rickett the pro-
prietoretor courteously ushered us into hisbis
parlor where we conversed with him
quite freely upon the object olof our pres-
ence and the absolute necessity of ren-
dering a just and an intelligent judg-
ment on all subjects also impressed
upon his mind the great want otof primi-
tive

mi
humility in preaching christs word

which was only obtainable by complying
with the conditions that led to its recep-
tion by making plain from the scrip-
tures that in every age gods word had
been preached without hire he at once
assured us that we could depend upon
him as a friend and from him could
obtain board and lodging free alalsoalso if
we had any baggage bring it there and
it would be cared for

late in the evening mr ernest came
and truly delighted he was to meet us
and we were no less demonstrative of
our happiness in finding a warm friend
among a strange people and in a strange
city to our great surprise hebe had
already made partial arrangements for a
room in a private boarding house that
we might have a place to go without
any hesitancy just across the street
is a mission house in which servicesservices are
held every night and upon this occasion0
prof giles had the meeting in charge
after closing his remarks based upon
the second chapter of st matthew hebe
turned to the congregation and asked if
some good christian would pray
there being no response the requestre ue t
was reprepeatedFated and still all was silenti ent
and coming to the conclusion that we
were the only two christians in a true
Ssenseense we thought perhaps he meant us
1I responded and prayed meeting was
then thrown open for remarks to which

I1 we added our mite and at the same time
applied for the housebouse in which to hold
services but no we were mormonscormonsMor mons
thank god that we were and are for
the very name brings peace and congo
lation retiring to our rooms in the
central house our hearts beat together
and we uttered a united prayer in grati-
tude for gods blessings

our next object a viewview was to be-
come acquainted with the location of
the city and its distinctions we found
at least three classes viz the poor mid-
dle

mid-
die classes and the rich our work

commenced among the second classwho while they live well have not asurplus of means our reasons for soen
doing are various the rich with that oldaristocratic rust upon their loins woulddeem it beneath their dignity to enter-tain a mormon elder to be refused
entertainment by them would mostor tsurely mean that our plans and businessbuginesa
there would be misrepresented through
the public press which upon reachreaching
the ears of the people would stir

g
prejudice the poor we did not deem

up
it wise to visit first for the aristocracy
would suspect our motives and charycharge
us with deceiving the ignorant ththepoor here as you well know are usedr
to seeing the preachers live upon the fatof the land this to them would be avery plausible excuse to plead poverty
and their utter inability to care for uscome to the second class and all ia
changed the key note is struck theinstrument is in tune and ready for eveexe
Ccutionu tion with the holy ghostt for ourguide we felt quite sure that our chosen
course would produce the most satisf-actory results

saturday morning we commenced ahouse to house canvass entering thehomes of the people whenever an iinvi-
tation 4viwas given and the gentleman ofthe house present the lord was mani-festly with us our dinner fifty centsand two invitations to share household
comforts for nights at our selection weregiven us many intinternalernat evidences wereplainly manifest of the workings of theholy spirit how grateful we were forthat gracious gift of fifty cents just
enough to pay for the washing of ourclothing there was a need and thesupply was equal to the demand wew
had no more than seated ourselves for
the night when mr ernest camecaine ihib
stating that he had been looking for usto make sure we had a comfortable place
for the night also for the pupurposeapoe ofcarrying us to the barber shoushoo to
have our torfor was gettingation the wild bill style mr ernesternes
promised to meet us on the day follow
ing and with his carriage take us overthe city so that we could become well
acquainted with every part thereofmuch of which is to be shunshunnednedonon ac
count of its allurementsallure ments

monday april we called at the
office olof mayor smith for the purpose of
getting permission to preach on the
street corners as per your request our
reception was a royal one he unhesi-
tatinglybatinta gly gave us permission to preach
upon any street except church main
and court streets as these were gener-
ally crowded being the main thorough
fares of the city our conversation with
him was very interesting though neces-
sarilysari I1 y short owing to the urgency of
business he accepted of a tract and a
copy of the voice of warning and ap
pearfeareded much pleased to have the privi-
lege of perusing mormon literature up
to this time we had failed in procuring a
house of any kind in which to preach
rev evans met us and kindly received
us but said it would be impossible to
give us access to his church lorfor by it
some of his flock mlmightht be turned arom
their sheo herd vewe had determined
to preach upon the street comers as
requested by you but each night the
rainrain telllell so heavily that street preaching
was impossible yet we trusted that the
weather would be more propitious

on the evening of may we were
notified by a policeman that the mayor


