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DISCOURSE.

By Prest, Brigham Young, Tabernacle, April Bth 1855,
* [REPORTED BY G.D. WATT.]
Itis nearly time to draw our meeting to a
‘elose, and I think we had better adjourn our
Conference to the sixth of next Octoher, as the
Lusiness now necessary to be done is accomplish-
#¢; and | find that we are very much crowded
in this Tabernacle, and on this account the con-
gﬂﬁgﬂﬂon is rather uncomfortable.
here has been much said, though for one I
can say that we have not preached to the assem-
bled thousands one fourth part as much as we
~could have wished. But we have been privil.
eged to meet from distant points and see each
other, and hear, learn, and receive spirilual

strength. e

RE ﬁrw of the brsthren have spnken, but there
has not been a lengthy discourse delivered since
we have been together; and if we were 1o con- |
tinuein Conference a whole week, we could

ive opoortunity to bul comparatively few of the

Iders who would like to speak, even though
we allotted only fifteen, twenty, thirty, forty, or
forty five minutes to each speaker. -

1 realize that the hearts of many are full, and
they would like to rise up and testify, and say
that they believe the Book of Mormon, and that
Joseph Smith was a Prophet, just as well as
the few who have spoken. You are aware that
you have this privilege in yonr several Wards,
and any of the Elders of [srael who wish to bear
their testimony to the truth of the Gospel, and
have not had the privilege in this Conference,
can go to the Ward meetings and rise up and
bear testimony of the truth, and exhort the

. brethren, And if you have a word of counsel,
or a word of doctrine, give it to the people, and
do not be backward, but improve every oppor-

tunity that is presenled for you to expand your
minds.,

. A man who wishes to receive light and
knowledge, toincrease in the faith of the Holy
Gospel, and to grow in the knowledge of the
truth as it is in Jesus Christ, will find that when
he imparts knowledge to others lie will also
grow and inecrease. Be not miserly in your
feelings, but get knowledge and understanding
by freely imparting it to others, and be not like
a man who sellishly hoards his gold; for that
man will not thus increase upon the amount, but
will become contracted in his views and feelings.
So the man who will not impart freely of the
knowledge he has received, will become so con-
tracted in his mind that he cannot receive truth
when it is presented to him. Wherever you
see an opportunity to do good, do it, for that is
the way to increase and grow in the knowledge
of the truth. -

I expect the brethren who have been selected
to go and preach the Gospel will meet this ev-
ening in the Seventies’ Hall, and the Twelve

-will meet with them, and the missionaries will
there receive some instructions. [ will give
them one item of instruction now. I wish each
man, who does not feel willing to seelc unto the
Liord his God, with all his heart, for preparation
to magnify his mission and ealling, but declines
in his feelings to wallkwup to his duty n spirit,
and is not anxious to cleave to righteousness
and forsake iniquity,to keep away from the Hall
this evening; or, ifsuch a one comes there, let
him ask us at onece to be excused, and we will
excuse him. We do not wish a man to enter
on a mission, unless his goulis in it. Some of
the brethren will say,—*I do not know whether
my feelings are upon my mission, or not, but |
will do the best] can.? Thatis a'l we ask of
you. [ have known some of the Elders, when
they thought they would be called out to preach,
keep away from merting lest they should be
-called upon, for they feel their littleness, their
nothingness, their inability to rise up and preach
to the people. They do not feel that they are
any body, and why should they expose their
weaknesses? I have noticed one thing in re-
gard to this, quite as many of these men become
gianis in the cavse of truth, as there is of any
other class; (or when they get away they begin
to lean on the Lord,and to seek unto Him, and
feeling their weaknesses, they ask Him to
give them wisdom to speak to the people
as occasion mav require. Others canrise up here
and preach a fluning discourse, insomuch that
you would think they were going to tare down
the nations; but when they go out into the world
they often accomplish but little.

You used to hear Br. Joseph tell about this
prople being crowded into the little end of the
horn, and if they kept straight ahead they were
sure to come out ut the big end, Itis so with
some Elders who go on missions; while many
who go into the big end of the horn, and are
so full of fancied intelligence, preaching, coun-
sel,knowledge, and pawer, when they go out in-
to the world, either have to turn around and
come back, or be crowded out at the little end of
the horn.

On'the other hand T do nnt wish any of the
brethren to be discouraged, for if vou feel thal
you cannot say a sihgle word, no matter, if you
will only be faithful to yoar God and to your
religion, and be humble, and cleave unto right
eousness, and forsnke iniquity and sin, the Lord
will guide you and give you words in due sea-
gon.

Recollect that we are now ealling upon the
Blders to go and gather up Israel; this is the
migsion that is given lo us. It was the first mis-
sion given to the Elders in the days of Joseph.
The set time iscome for God to gather [srael,
and for his work to commence upon the face of
the whole earth, and the Elders who have aris-
enin this Church and Kinodom are actually of
Israel. Take the Elgers who are now in this
house; and yoa can scurcely find one out of a
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hundred but what is of the house of lsrael. It
has been remarked that the Gentiles have been
cut off, and I doubt whether another Gentile
ever comes into this Church.

Will we go to the Gentile nations to preach
the Gospel? Yes, and gather out the lsraelites,
wherever they are mixed among the nations of
the earth, Wlat part, or portion of them? The
same part, or portion, that redeemed the house
of Jacob, and saved them from perishing
famine in Egypt. When Jacob blessed the two
sons of Joseph, *‘guiding his hands wittingly,”
he placed his right hand upon Ephraim *““and he

blessed Joseph, and said, God before whom my

fathers Abraham and lsaac did walk, the God
which fed me all my life long unto this day,
the angel which redeemed me from allevil, bless
the lads,” ete. Joseph was about to remove

the old mans’ hands,and bringing his right hand Plife of pain and distress,

upon the head of the oldest boy, szying—¢Not
so, my father, for thisie the first born; put thy
right hand upon his head. And his father re-
fused, and said, I know it, my son, I know it:
he also shall become a people, and he also shall
be great: but truly his younger brother shall be
greater than he, and his seed shall become a
multitude of nations. Ephraim has become
mixed with all the nations of the earth, and it
is Ephraim that is gathering together.

Itis Ephraim that I have been searching for
all the days of my preaching, and that is the
blood which ran in my veins when 1 embra-
ced the Gospel. If there are any of the other
tribes of lsruel mixed with the Gentiles we are
also searching for them  Though the Gentiles
are cut off, do not suppose that we are not go.
ing to preach the Gospel among the Geniile
nations, for they are mingled with the house of
Israel, and when we send to the nations we do
not seek for the Gentiles, becouse they are dis-
obedient and rebellious. We want the blood of
Jacob, and that of his father Isaac and Abraham.
which runs in the veins of the people. There
is.a particle of it here, and another there, bless-
ing the nations as predicted.

Take a family of ten children, for instance,
and you may find nine of them purely of the

with {eggs, pies of ali kinds, cheese, and sweet meats

| say, stop that, that issomething you may very

Gentilk stock, and one son, or one daughter, in
that fainily who is purely of the blood of Eph
raim. It was in the veins of the father,or moth-
er, and was reproduced in the son, or daughter,
while all the rest of the family are Gentiles.—
You may think that is singular, but it is true.
It is the house of Isrnel we are after, and we
care not whether they come from the East,
the West, the North, or the South; Irom China,
Russia, England, California, North or South
Awerica, or some other locality; and it is the
very lad on whom father Jacob laid his hands, |
that will save the house of lsrael. The Book
of Mormon came to Ephraim, for Joseph Smith
was a pure Ephraimite, and the Book of Mor
mon was revealed to him, and while he lived
he made it his business to sezich for those who
believed the Gospel.

Again, ifh pure Gentile firmly believes the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and yields obedience to
it, in such a case I will give you the words of
the prophet Joseph. “When the Lord pours
out the Holy Ghost upon that individual he will
have spasms, and you would think that he was
going into fits.”

Joseph said that the Gentile blood was aetu-
ally cleansed out of their veins, and the blood
of Jacob made to ecirculate in them; and the
revolution and change in the system were sa
greal that it caused the beholder to think they
were going into fits.

If any of the Gentiles will believe, we will
lay our hands upon them that they may receive
the Holy Ghost, and the Lord will make them
of the house of Israel. They will be broken off
from the wild olive tree, and be grafied into the
good, and tame olive tree, and will partake of
its sap and fatness. If you take a bud and in-
oculate it into another tree it ceases to receive
nourishment from its original stock; it must
however, receive nourishment, or it will die
Where must it receive its nourishmesnt from?—
From the tree into which it has been introdu
ced; it is supported by it, and becowmes incaorpor-
ated with it. |

Itic so withthe Honse of Israel and the Gen-
tile nations; if the Gentiles are grafted into the
good olive tree they will partake of its root anc
fatness

You understand who we are; we are of the
House of Israel, of the royal seed, of the royal|
bland,

There are many subjeets upon which I wish
to speak, butthere is not time now, though in
regard to teachings pertaining ta our temporal
organization, | will take the liberty of saying a
few words. Do not seme of you have to gend

for dactors to draw your teeth, and lay night af |
ter night with a bag of hot ashes, or hot salt, on |
your faces, and say ‘O dearwhat a tooth ache
I have got?” When your children wake up in
the night erying on account of a pain in their
heads, do not some of youn goto the doctors to
see what they can do for the little .sufferers’—
Some of your children are afflicted with hamors
in the head, with blotches upon the body, and
other ailments; and some of you have pains in
various parts of your bodies.

The fathers and mothers have laid the founda- {
tion for many of these diseases, from generation
to generation, until the people are reduced to
their present condition. True, some live to from
fifty to ninety years of age,but itisan unusual cir-
cumstance to see a manan hundred years old,
ora woman ninety. The people have laid the
foundation of short life throngh their diet, their
rest, their labor, and their doing this, that, and
the other in a wrong manner, with improper |
motives, and at improper times. 1 would be
glad to instruct the pecple on these points, if

they would hearken to me. T would be glad
to tell mothers how to lay the the foundation of
health in their children, that they may be de-
livered from the diseases with which | am af-
flicted, and hiave been from my youth up.
Suppose 1 happen to say, come, wife, let us
have a good dinner to day, what does she ge1?
Pork and beef boiled, stewed, roasted, and fried,
potatos, onions, cabbage, and turnips, custard,

Now grantthat | and my wife set down an«
overload our stomachs, unti! we feel the dele-
terious affects of it from the crowns of our heads
to the soles of our teet, the wholé system is dis-
turbed in its operations, and is ready to receive
and impart disease. A child begolten under
such a condition of the systéins of its parents,
ig liable to be born with a tabernacle subject to a

Will ull the women hearken to this plain
statement? No, you might as well talk to the
wild geese that fly over us.

Aguin, a little hot tea, coffee, orsling, is
generally given to a babe as soon as it comes
into the world, to quiet the nerves, and make it
sleep better; and | have seen my own wives
almost whip their little onés to make them
drink liquer.  When | happen to see them, ]

well dispense with; do notput a dron of liquor
into that child’s mouth.

Some mothers, when bearing children, long
for tea and coffee, or for brandy and other strong
drinks, and if they give way to that influence
the next time they will want more,and the next
still more,and thuslay the foundation for drunk-
eness in their offspring.

An appetite is engendered, bred, and born in
the child, and it is a miracle if it does not grow
up a confirmed drankard.

Now will you, my sisters who are before me,
hearken to good, sound, common sense and rea-
son? Will you commence now, and lay the
foundation for a healthy posterity?  Will you
say, ‘1 am determined not to desire this thing,
or that, which will be injurious, but [ will pray,
and ask my Father in heaven for grace accord
ing to my day, that I may not desire that which
will lay the foundation ot ruin to my offipring,
and to'my posterity for generations?” Or will
you say, ‘cannot I have a little tea, or a little
whiskey?’

The satisfying of these desires lays the foun-
dation of Biﬂ{ilfs!, disease, and short life. But
(fany one really desires a particular kind of food,
ot drink, and feels as though she could not do
withoutit, let it be obtain.d, il possible; though
it isfar better to have faith to overcome such
desires.

It is for us to stop the tide of physical degen-
eracy— to lay the foundation for a return 1o the
nosition from whieh the haman family has fallen
We have that privilege, by keeping ourcelves
pure. 1t we takethe right eourse, ourchildren
will live longer than we shall, and their children
will surpass their fathers, and have longer life,
and so on, till they obtain to the age of those who
lived in the early period of the world. The
prophet, speaking of the Saints in the last days,
said, “for as the days of a tree are the days o
my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the
work of their hands.” Still, in the present
short period of life some say that “this is a mis-
srable world, I do not care how soon [ gel
through.” Well goand destroy yourselves, if
vou choose, you Lave all the opportunity
that  you can desire, there is plenty ol
arsenic, calomel, and other means, within your
cench.  But 1 wonld nit give a eent for such
persons; I do nat delight in such characters,
and | d» not believe that the Lord delights in
people who wish to die before they have aceom-
plished the work that He designed for them to
do. For a person te be willing to die is bat a
small part of the daties pertaining to the Gos.
pel of salvation and the gift of eternal life.—
We ought to prepare ourselves to live in the
flesh, and overcome every sin, to live to the
elory of God. to build up his kinguom, and to
bring forth righteousness, salvation, and deliv-
erance to the house of Israel, until the devil
and his as<ocintes are driven from the earth,
and he and his clan are bound and thrust down
to hell, and a <eal put upon them. Latter-day-
saints who live merely to get ready to die are
dot worth mueh; rather get ready to live, and
be prepared 1o live to the glory of yoor Father
in heaven, and todo the work He has given
you todo, That is our duty, and then we shall
be ready to receive our blessings.

I do not wish to oceupy any more time now,
but if we had the time, as we shall have, and a
house to hold all who wish to assemble, I am
teady to come here every day, for [ have nothing
to do but to do good. At this time some may
say ““my wheat is not all sown.” That does not
effectmy feelings. [ will tell you anitem of my
experience with regard to raising grain. The
last year we staid in Nauvoo, I.planted from
ten to twelve seres of corn, and I never saw
one day, from the time it was planted until
it was larvested, in which to spend an hour
amongst it. My teams were wanted at the
Temple, and said I, let the corn go. If
they kad the teams ready {o attend to the corn,
the word was, go to the Temple, and [ do not
suppose there wos a greater crop of corn raised
in all Hancock county. 1 =aid to the brethren
who plowed and planted the land, Paul plants
anc Apollos waters, and if God does not give
the increase | can do without it.

I have given the sisters a few words of ad-
vice, and wish the brethren to pay particular at-
tenfion to what bro. Geo. A, Smith, said this
forenoon. If the “old fogies’” take a little to-
bacco, a little whisky, ora little tea and coffee, we

who have long been accustomed toits use. It is
far better for these my brethren, who are young,
and healthy, to avoid every injurious habit,—
There are a great many boys here who are in
the habit of chewing tobaceo, they should stop
it, and take no m. re, they are better without i

Some may turn round and say, “father do yon
think so?”  Yes, l t the old folks have it, but
you yonng, sinart gentlemen letit alone.

1 bless you all, and teelto pray for you, and
desire you 1o pray for me; and § belive that you
do, as fexvently as | could ask,

We have had a good conference, though it
has been a short one to me, and perhaps we may
have a long meeting some of these days, and

enjoy ourselves to the full extent of our under
slandings and patience.
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 Prospects.

The ground is dryer than it has been, at this
season of the year, for the past seven years; the
grasshoppers have done and are doing considera-
ble damage; clouds appear and disar pear without
dropping rain upon the valleys; and what is to be
done, and what is to happen? 'Trust in the Lord,
plant, sow, irrigate, sdd to your faith, patience,
and rest assured that the Almighty will everrule,
unot only the elements, hut ull things lor the wel-
fare of His saiuts, the going forth of truth, and
the cutting His work short ia righteousness —
However, inssmuch as a few of the timid are
shaking in their shoes lest a famine is decreed, it
may not be amiss to ealmly consider a few points
in which we are all intarested, famine or no famine.
There is probubly not evena professed saint, not
to coufine the question to ssints indeed, but what
came into these valleys with a fixed resolntion and
strong determication to do the will of the Lord,and

| to striclly follow the counsel of Ilis servants.—

What has there been to prevent the utmost ful-
filment of the greal object of our being here?—
Nothing but ourselves. What willthere ever be?
Nothing but ourselves. Whether in prosperity or
adversity, health or sickuvess, pleaty or famine,
there is no reason that n person in these valleys
should not walk in the light of the couutenance
of the Most High, rejoice in His Spirit, and en-
joy that fuith and hepe which buoyeth ubove
the trifling cares and disuppointments of this
brief probatio.. .

We are far (rom mobs, far from the erowded
dwelling places of the wicked, and through the
week our ears are not dinned by the foul words
of the obseene and prolune, our minds and bodies
are not kept upon the rack to rescue a livelihood,
for ourselves und offspring, from the hand of the
decei.ful and oppressive, our pure and fair wives
and daughters ure not subject to the wily eraft of
the unhallowed seducer, nor compelled by tho
iron hand of want to barter their virtne for food
and raiment; and upon the Subbath we are not
obliged to feed upon the hnsks deoled out by blind
and hreling priesteraft, bul are blessed with the
privilege of receiving spiritnal strepgth from the
living oracles, and of being guided n ounr duily
walk and duties by that light which cometh from
above, and is again freely shed ubroad for the ben-
efit of ull who will walk without guile, and with-
out hypocrisy. Who can reslize the blessings we
enjoy, and contrast them with the dark floed of
spiritual iguornres, degrudation, ar d distress which
is overwhelmine the earth with the hitter waters
of ciime and ils attendunt misery? None but he
whose mind is lit np by the cundle of the l.ord;
and unless that is kept earefully trimmed and
barning, it will be removed, and the darkness,
rom the very contrast, will become tenfold moro
dense, and the condemnation and punishment
must ol necessity be [ar more severe, in direct
proportion to the rejection of greater opportuni-
lies.

These traths are not new to the ssints, but iis
not ulways that persons stop to reflect upon and
wisely use the information in their possession;
hience, when the body is worn down by teil and
the mind distracted by cares, the spirit of man i»
linble to become undaly influenced by the adver-
sary of truth, and to lose sight of things as they
were, are, and are to come. Therefore it is not
s0 very strange, when garden after garden, and
field after field, are stripped bare of the young
and promising results of foresight and toil,
that bere and there one should oecasionally be-

' coms despondont, and forget, for a noment, thst

there is a God in IHeaven who provideth seed time

wish you boys to let it alone, and let those have it

and harvest, and who aione giveth the incrense.—



