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delivered at the regular priesthood
meeting of the weber stake of
zion neldheld at ogden on the

sept 1878

BY GEO F GIBBS

I1 travellave been desirous to meet with
the priesthood of this stake and I1
have invited a number of the presi-
dents of stakes within this district
of country to be present at this
meeting for the consideration of
certain questions that have been
pressing themselves upon my mind
for sometime that I1 want to itjayay be-
fore the people here

we have met here in a capacity of
the holy priesthood and all of us
profess to be elders inin israel and toeebe disposed at least to walk accord-
ing to the order of god and to seek
to establish the principles of right-
eousnessness as far rmas hes in our power
and to try to build up his kingdom
on the earth that at least is our
profession and I1 believe is the sen-
timent of the hearts of most of the
brethren now assembled at the
same time wowe have ditlerent ideas
about many things particularly
things of a temporal nature
so called we go inin a good
deal for what is called freofreeeffree trade
and sailors rights we want to en-
joy a large amount of liberty all
these things are very popular and
very correct but in our acts and
doings it is neenecenecessaryesarycesary that we be
governed by certain laws and prin-
ciples which have been givengiver unto
asbyus by the lord we all concede
to this but there are some things
we seem to be very much conrconTconfusedused
about in regard to our temporal
mattemattersfg during the lifetime of
president young several years
ago it seemed as though hebe was
wrought upon to introduce co opera
tion and the united order to quite
an extent he told us at the time
that it was the word and thethelwillwillwili of
god to us I1 believed it then and I1
believe it now and yet at the
camesamebame time every kind of idea feel-
ing and spirit has been manifested
in many places operationcooperationco and the
united order have been started un-
der various forms in some theythy
have succeeded very well and inin
other places people have acted fool-
ishly and covetously seeking their
own personal individual interests
under the pretense of serving god
and carrying out his designs others
lihaveve been visionary and have under-
taken things which were impracti-
cable while others have not acted in
good faith at all there has been
every kind of feeling among us as a
people that is possible to exist any-
where and I1 have thought some-
times in regard to our operativecooperativeco
institutions that some of those who
are engaged in them and sustained
by them are as much opposed to co-
operation and united orderader as any
other class of people we have at
least I1 have noticed feelings of that
kind I1 donotdo not say they are general
but there are certain reflections in
relation to these matters that have
been pressing upon my mind for
some time and let me here ask
myself a question a question not of
a personal nature I1 have not come
here to talk about any personal mat-
terskersatat allbutnilall but upon principle and
upon some of those principles that
we as latter day saints and as el-
ders in israel profess to believe in
the question would be and my text
would be todayto day if I1 wanted to take
a text shall we sustain co opera
tion and the united order and work
with that end in view in all of our
operationsomaeions or shall we give it upu as
a dadoad thing unworthy of our atatten-
tion

anfnthat is where the tthinging
comes to in my mind at any rate
we wish to act honestly and honor-
ably in this matter if we
believe that these principles are
true let us be governed by them if
we do not let us abandon them at
onceonce conclude that we have made
a mistake and have no more to do
with it for we nilall of us profess
tobetobo at least honehonestst inen and to act
conscientiously if there isis any
thing wrong in thetheetheo0 thingslingsti let usils
know the wrong and if it is not a
concommandimand of god and not binding
upon us letietleapsiusjus quit itito and then
the question naturally arises are
we prepared to do this and on the
oth er handband if we believe that these
are principles that are incelinculcated byurdthe lord then let us be govgoverned by
them in fact whichever way wowe
decide lot us carry out our decisions
in good faith and not have our sign

paintednonon one sidebide in white and on
Tthe other black or some other color
but letjet us feel as the prophet elijeiljahelijahab
did on a certain occasion if the
lord be god follow him but if
baal then follow him there was
a disposition in ancient israel to
have a part of god and a part of the
devil or baal an idolatrous god
wwhichaich avasvas worshiped by them I1
sometimes think that in some re-
spects we are a good deal like them
do we believe our religion yes
do we believe in the holy priesthood
and that god has restored it to the
earth yes do we believe that
god has established his kingdom
yes and do we believe that the
holy priesthood is under the guid-
ance of thefordththe lordeLord 0 yes but still
we would like a good deal of our own
wway if we must introduce
ssomethingin hing that the lord
has commanded we would like to
ut it as far as we can and
0 as little about it as we can and

if we cannot do it any other wawayy we
will fight against it according to
circumstances and howliow things
move and operate we often wish
the lord would not exact
certain things of us we
would rather have our own way
but let us look at things calmly and
dispassionately As I1 understand it
the I1lordrd has gathered us together to
do his will to observe his laws and
keep his commandments and we
have certain obligations devolving
upon us in the holy priesthood
which god requires at our handsbands
he requires for instance of the
twelve to go when called upon to
thetile nations of the earth and preach
the gospel to those nations if they
were not to do it would they bejukibe jus-
tified no they would not god
would require the blood of the peo-
ple at their hands that is the way
I1t figure up these things I1 do not
know of any halfwayhalf way house As
one of the twelve I1 do not want to
dodge any of these questions but
meat them fairly and squarely and
I1 think I1 have done it and I1 think
thetho twelve generally have they
have always been on hand to go
anywhere when the lord has re-
quired them togo whether in sick-
nessdess or health in poverty or abound-
ing in means no matter what their
circumstances or what individual-
ism would have to be sacrificed their
object has ever been to do the will
of god and so it has been with a
great many of the seventies high
priests and also with a great many
of the elders their feedings have
been let the lord speak and here
aman I1 ready to do his will and carry
out his designs and this feeling
exists todayto day in the hearts of a great
many but there are also a great
many who do not feel so who want
to dodge these questions here is
brother eldredge who is one of the
residentspresidents of the seventies hesnowsknows how extremely difficult it is
to getgot men as we used in former
years at the drop of the hat as it
was termed to go on missions
however I1 do not wish to dwell up-
on that I1 merely refer to it in pass-
ing along

we are here as I1 understand it as
jesus was not to do our own will
but the will of bur father who sent
us if god had not felt after you
and illshis spiritrit 0operatedgoaerated upupon0ayouyou
you would not be herehee in these
mountains todayto day what does jesus
say about these things in speaking
of them 1I pray for them I1 pray
not for the world but for them
which thoutilou hast given me for they
arenthineare thine 11 you have been in the
same situation you have seen the
elect of god gathered together
through the medium of the holy
priesthood by the opening of the
ilealicaheavens and the revelation of the
will of god to man and the restora-
tion of the holy gospelgoel you have
been gathered togethergoeier in this way
and we all have what to ddo Is it
as they used to say in the churchuraurz
of england to follow the devices
and desires of our own hearts isitIs it
to follow out somesomo petty scheme of
our own I1 do not so understand it
I1 understand that it is to buildupbuild up
the church and kingdom of god up-
on the earth and to prepare the
earth and the people of the earth for
the things that are coming on the
earth and to prepare ourselves asaas a
peopleto receive
wisdom and knowledgknowledge from god
that he may have a people in
whom lie can place confidence
and whom he can bless
and through them confer
blessings on mankind he expects
us to build up his kingdom and that
is the first consideration with us
and this is what he told his discip-
les in former days seek ye first
the kingdom of god and his right-
eousness and all these things re-
ferring to our temporal concerns

which comparatively are like eoso

lanmanyY chips and whetstoneswhetstones
shallbhailshallali be added unto you

but these things too enter into our
daily life and our intercourse one
with another and into the purposes
of god associated with the gathering
of his people together that they
may be one that through them he
can communicate his will to the
human family that there may be a
nucleus formed around which the
honest in heart from all the world
may rally and be in possession of the
word and will of the lord and the
light intelligence and revelations of
god our father that the secret of
the lord might Ube with those who
fear him and that they might fear
him and understand the thinthings98
which are approaching and prepare
the earth for those thingsthings that are
comingP we appear here as it
were in a normal school to prepare
ourselves to carry out the purposes of
god upon the earth can you find
a people anywhere on the earth that
will listen to the words of god no
you cannot neither can you find
anybody to whom god could com-
municatemunicate his will we talk a good
deal and often preach a good deal
about the judgments which
are to come upon the earth
warwars pestilence famine and distress
of nations and testify that calamity
will follow calamity so80 continuously
that by and by it will be a vexation
to hear the report thereof we have
talked about these things for years

1I havekave myself for upwards of forty
years and as I1 have saidmid before so I1
repeat that these things which
awaltawait the world are forty
years nearer than they were forty
years ayoagoaro god did not mock us
when lihee told us of these things but
all that he has saidsald concerning them
through ancient prophets and
through joseph smith ahreare true and
assureas sure as god lives they will take
place I1 will prophecy that they
will aakliktake place as sure as god I1livesilvesives
and they are approaching very rap
idly upon us we are told that the
day will come when he that will
not take up his sword against his
neighbor must needs flee to zion for
safety and Islar that true yes it
is if that should take place todayto day
alewe prepared for it I1 think not
if we should go on for years as we
are now going on shall we be pre-
pared for it we are not todayto day all
of us preparing for these things
we cacan hardly manage a few mimiser-
able

ser-n
apostates and a few gentiles

and we feel very creepy sometimes
about anything that transpires not
knowing how or what may be the
result instead of being clothed upon
with the spirit of god and being
filled with the holy ghost the light
of revelation and the power of god
but we do not have this kind of
feeling and we are divided up in our
interest one man pulling against
another so much so that we have
todayto day all kinds of among
us even our newspapers give cir-
culationcu to certain classes of adver-
tisementsti which are a living lie
auditandaud it is a shame and disgrace that
such things should be seen in zion
some call it gentile trickery the
tricks of trade etc but I1 call it
chicanery and falsehood and it
is so in regard to many
other things does this com-
port with the position we occupy as
men holding the holy priesthood I1
do not thinethinkthink it doesdocs I1 think we
ought to occupy a more elevated andund
honorable position I1 think wrought
tobetoboto be governed by other influences
and be actuated by other motives fI1
think that our livesjives our desire our
feelings and our acts ought to be to
try to build up zion and establish
the kingdom of god upon the earth
that we should be united in our
temporal as well as in our spiritual
afraaffairsirs for god says if you are not
one youvou are not mine do you be-
lievelieve it you elders of israel do
you believe that saying6 and if we
agrenotare not the lords then whose are
we we have our own plans our
own notions and our own theories
and as one of old expressed it we
are seseekinginking for gain every one from
his own quarter and we are gov-
erned to a iverylvery great extent by
selfishness and too much by our
own personal feelings and allow
these things to influence us instead
of being governed by those high
noble dignified and glorious princi-
ples that dwell in the bosom of god
which emanated from himhiru and
which dwell also in the bosoms of
those who in sincerity fear god and
keep his commandments

now I1 know what many of you
will say in speaking of operationcooperationco

there has been a greatgrent many abus-
es 11 yes I1 admit it numbers of
them what and under the name
of the united order amysawilalsoaiso yes

s
any quantity of them Jjoseph0seph

smith in his day saidsald it was ex-
tremely difficult to introduce these
things because of the greed cove-
tousnesstousness selfishness andiandlwickednessand
of the people I1 wish here to refer
to one or two things connected with
this subject I1 spoke about the
twelve the seventies the elders
and the high priests

i and stated
that a great many of ththemern had been
out preaching the gospel and that
some of them felt as though it is
hard work it is no doubt veveryry
uphillup hill business for a man to be a
saint if he is not oneoneo and if he has
notnox the principles ol01of the gospel in
his heart it mustroust be very hard
work I1 may say an eternal struggle
for aga to preach but if a man has
got the pure principles of the gospel
lilirlindishisahls heart it is quite as easy as it
was for the VYboy to know his daddy
well now I1 will take the words of
jesus Eexcept a man can forsake
father and mother wife arndarid child-
ren houses and kindslands for my sake
he cannot be my disciple and let
me saypay to you my brethren that
that gospel is just as true todayto dayasday as
it was then thatahat except a man isis
prepared to forsake hisbis earthly in-
terests for the the gospel ofbf
the son of god he is unworthy of it
and cannot be a true saint now
this isiff where the hardshardAhardshiphip comes in
and it also accounts for thisthia eternal
rubbing and bubumpinging howchow
much cant ido andowand how limmie can
I1 do to retain fellowship
with the church and how
much can I1 nebnet selfishly
and yet be counted a disciple of
christ did you assaul
describes it the spirit striving
against the flesh I1 guessyou have
and you doubtless kliknowivr all about 14ii
for these are plain matters of fact
this is the position the gospel has
placedPlaced us in and it is avery difficultcult
ththingingtto servoserve two masters in fact
it is useless for any man to attempt
to do it for as the savior says
either he will hate the one and love
the other or alsehehe will hold to the
one and despise the otheruther ye
cannot serve god and mammon
and therefore jesus says waketake
my yokesoke upon you and learnlearnofof me
for iamramI1 am meek and lowlyjowly inlif heart
and yeto shall findnind rest unto your
souls for my yoke is easy and
my burden is light

but to return to the principles of
operationcooperationco and theahe united order
supposing a man bad come to you
elelderseidersers when youvou were out on mis-
sions requesting baptism at your
hands without having repented of
his sins would you have baptized
him no you would not butmut sup-
posingsing he claimed toth believebelleve in the
lorddordrd jesus christ but not inbaein bap-
tismism would you receive him into
the church no you dare not do
such things but supposing again
that he believed in baptism and in
the lord jesus christ and bad re-
pented of his sins but did not be-
lieve in the laying on of hands for
the reception of the holy ghost
would you baptize him no andana
further supposing he had complied
with all these requirements and he
had the opportunity to gather to
zion but did not improve the oppor-
tunityeunity would you consider him a
very good saint no now be-
side all these the lordbohashas giveniven
us a law pertaining to tittithingI1 ing
and if hebe didid not comply with
that would you consider himahim a good
saint no and we arelare tmmoldtold to
build temples and the man who
would refuse to do this work you
would consider averya very poorpoon speci-
men of a latter day saint ref-
erring

R
to the united order the

lord has given us to understand
that whosoever refuses to comply
with the requirements of that lawjaw
his name shall not be known in the
records of the church but shall be
blotted out neither shall his chil-
dren have an inheritance in zion Is
this the word of the lord to us I1
suppose thereasetherthereeareare none herohere todayto day
but what would raysay yes how
then can I1loror you treat lighkightlyaly that
which god has given us it is the
word of god to me it is the word of
godsod to you and if we do not ful
fil this requirement what is the re-
sult we are told what the result
will be these things have not
takenaken place now but we have been
wandering about from placeboplace to place
and the lord has blessed us in a re-
markable degree and we are
gathered together asus I1 have said
forfonor the purpose of building uupp zionxion
and we are supposed to bebo the ser-
vants of god having engaged to per-
form this workvork and individually I1
would say I1 do not want to profess
to0o be a saint if I1 am not one nor if
he work we are engaged in is not of

tbhea lord if the prinprinciples we believe
in are false I1 want nothnothinging to do
with them on the otherothar hand if
they are true then I1 want to be gov

by them and so do you wowe
must carry out the word and will of
god for we cannot anfordafford to ignore
it nor any part of it if faith ro-
pen

re-
pentancerentapen tancenceuce baptism and laying on of
andshands is right and true and demands
our obedience so does operationcooperationco
and the united order some may
saygay here is such and such a man
has been connected with tilethe
united order and how foolishly
hohe has acted and others have gone
into operationcooperationco and made a failure
of it yes that may bobe all very
true but whowho is to blame shall we
stop baptizing people and make no
further efforts to establish the kingl
dom of god upon the earth because
certain ones have acted foolishly
and perhaps wickedly do the ac-
tions of such people render the
principles of the gospel without
deflect or the doctrines we teach un-
true I1 think you would not say so
what do we do with such cases
we purge them out we cut them off
according to the laws god has laid
down but we do not stop the opera-
tions of the gospel such a thought
never enters our mind for we know
the work already commenced is on-
ward and upward shall we then
think of putting an end to these
otherothen principles because men have
acted foolishly and selfishly and done
wrong no I1 think not I1 do not
think we can choose one principle
and bejecrejectt another to suit ourselves
I1 think that allailan of these things as
wo have received them one after
another are equally binding upon us
jesus said glianbanman shall not liveilvo bybr
bread alone but by every word that
roceedeth out from the mouth ofgodgod this is asds true todayto day aas it

was when spoken
I1 have seen a disposition among

many of the brethren to eulifull off in
every kind of way and this spirit
and tendency is spreading and Vgrow-
ing

row
in every part of our territory

we have operativecooperativeco stores started
and we have the eye of god painted
over the doors with the words
holiness to the lord written over-

head do we act according to that
in a great many instances I1 am
afraid not but what of that
shall we depart from these
principles I1 think not what
was the principle of operationcooperationco in-
tended for simply as a stepping-
stone

g
for the united order that Jsis

all that we might be united and
operate together in the interest of
bbuilding1 up zion well having
startedT t swapwhathathav do we see one pull-
ing one way another pulling an
otheeway everyone taking his own
course one man says such a one
takes his own course and I1 will take
mine using the same line of0
ment bemusebecause one man commits a
wrong unworthy the calling of a
latter day saint alsais doing so is to
be an excuse for my doing the same
thing As I1 understand it I1 am
called to fear god whether anybody
else does it or not and this is your
calling just as much as it Jsis mineminewe may indeed shirk it and violate
the covenants we have made the
lord has blessed us with endow
ments and covenants of which the
world know nothing neither can
theythes know anythingng about iti t and
he has given unto us these things
that we might be brought into closer
union with god that wawe might
know how to save ourselves our
wives and children as well as our
fathers and progenitors who have
gone before us having done thisthi
what next god hashag revealed cer-
tain things to the children of men
now as he formerly relverevealedaled the
gospel to the children of israel but
could they stand it no they could
not mosesbleses succeeded in leading
seventy of theelders of israel to the
presence of god he would have led
allill israel into his presence but they
would not be led they turned to
idolatry to evil and corruption and
hence they became disobedient and
unmanageable and when the lord

to them they became terrifiedterrifled
and said let not god speak ununtoto
us lest wowe die god wants to
bring us near to him for this
purpose he has introduced the
gospel with all its ordinances
has he been true to us yes and
when you elders have been out
preaching and baptizing people for
thehe remission of their sins and when

confirming them members of this
church you have said receive ye
the holy ghost have they received
itt they have god bearing witness
of theth e truthtru th of youryou r words and of his
ministry conferred upon you

now then he calls upon us to be
one what for because we are
associated with hisfils kingdom with
what with his kingdom what
is his kingdom it is his govern-
ment rule authority dominion
power etc god has introduced his
kingdom after nishis order andalid it I1


