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A CALIFORNIAN AT THE EPSOM RACES.
LoNDoN, May 30, 1872.

: For nearly a centu e Derby Da
has been the day of in merry ol
Engjland. It is the Isthmian Games of

Greece revived in this insular realm.
No race so thronged —no day so longed
for—no gathering maltitnde of such vast
proportions as meet and throng and
crowd together on Derby Day. How
happy we were as Americans to be per-
mitted to visit this mighty gathering
and view this wondrous show. The
“major includesthe minor,” saith Lord
Coke, and he who has seen Windsor
Castle hus seen all the great Norman
castles of the world, and he who has
witnessed the Derhy ‘has seen all other
races, crowds and multitudes. Yester-
‘day (May 29th), we visited the Derby.
The day was as bright as though made
for the sport, and the smooth furze of
Epsom Downs nestled tike velvet be-
neath your feet. The Derby takes place
some twenty-four miles in a southerly
direction from JI.ondon,and the road to
and from the race is asmuch a show as
the race itself. Again, asan Amcrlmn
[ could not well understand wh

great #n excifement was gotten n ut
a horsé-race, which is a little *“oft color”’
in mapny places in America. But it js
only necessary to see the pageant to

derstand it at once. It occurs at

‘opening of Bpring, when the weath il
sure to be fine (on the last Wedneaday of
May), and after a long, wet Winter and
a hurried Spring, London has chosen
the: Derby for its grandest pic-nic.

Hence, it it is not simply a horse-race; it
—the Titanic

is the raammoth
u]iort the Mastodon revel, the Leviathan
p

c-nit of the greatest metmpolis of the

world. ‘The four million peopl.a of Lon-
don eheer themselves throu on
- wet Winter and Spring (du hkﬁa
not a ever a!opl ont, rain arahlna
&t the perennial and omnf n
London umbrella), with joyous antiei-
Pu.lom of the Derby. And when the
Wednesday of May arrives, the
whole ple—horse, foot, dragoons,
four-wheelers, two-wheelem, men, wo-
men and children are off for Epsom
Downs. Eyery possible vehicle, drawn
by every possible amimal, erowd to the
Derby, and no crowd on earth eguals
the “‘gathering of the clans.” '
Aﬁn it is a rule that the horse for
th By must be registered for the
race before he is six months old and his
entrance fee and so a great multi-
tude of colts are entered that never run;
“and alarge stake is thus accumulated be-
fore the race. For instance, there were

"some two years and a half ago, one hun-
dred and ninety-one horses entamd for

sthe Derby of 1872(this one), each

had .ovmlgns I,p‘l.t.'l ix for hh en:l—

trance in n all nine
ﬂv. ih ry aom?m.l

and ﬂzy dollars in American gold. Add
to this additional fees and stag;geu inci-
dent to the contest, and you have aat.ake
‘worthy “of "Buoaphalm" himself. Of
the great number entered as above only
twengy-five started and made therace to-

tie track too, is different from ours.
The horses do not start and stop at the
- sam®e point and on a round -and level
aceording (o our American rule,
but rather run u
Starting away o
from the judges s
93 grade and down, over a course cover-
with grass, and ¢ verone hundred feet
wlda, they turn what is called ‘“Tatten-
ham Corner,” and for half a miile they
come thundering away, stn.lght as an
arrow, to the ) Btsuad mud the out-
come. Along this half mile. the crowd
is something wonderful; the ‘‘grand
.stand,' at aguinea a haad was thron
with Here was the Duke of
Edinburgh and Prince Arthur(sons to
the Queen), the Duke of Cambridge|
(cousin to Queen, and Commander-
in-Chief), and mun% noblea and digni-
. tariesof the qr-nd stund
towards “mtdnhlm Lorue for a halr
mile, being the hnmeuteu,h on both
sides of the course, were tens of thou-
‘sands, while in the ecentre of the horse-
shoe, on what is ealled “‘the hill,"” were
tens of thousands more; aud all over the
grounds were canvas hooth, whitenin
‘e grassy lawn and dotting the hnd!
scape like creamy islands in an emerald
sea. It is estimated that :}:uut h:lrd:
million pcnu- were on the groun
Bat to “our'muttons.”” I am d ea‘cribing
the grounda before getting to the course,
udvomnvmwmmp to

gtlscnrrenﬂy said that no one ever

a 3narter of a mile

_ Bees the first t> Epsom; for look
- @8 early as you may and you only see LA
stream of travele hose

rier started long Af six o’
four o’clock, one o’clock inthe morning,

streaming ds were on the way;

and in the early sunlight the streets of

Lendcn W _With horses, carriages
i with blue and

bons, festoons

uld to the beholder, “We
Myl" And from Regent Cireus to

Epsom Downs one everlasting flood of
travelers trotted crowded
for the race. We rode to Vietoris
tion, took the cars, which ran i
Illllo gave us

fonhuﬁ) mea?;s at the E(

banners that
are off’ for the |

fun
of

on
.’Illlllped in and rode a half mil 5
'~ vast “innumerable uth:tmwtgg

along” to fill the Epsom downs. 'I‘ook
station cluse to thop::mk

dmnd, whem "our b?lpe.ndu;”
: . 64 .hu%m.
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