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|COMNUNICATED. |
MAN, ENOW THYSELYF.

gelf-knowledge 18 the maln key by
which to unlock human nature at large,
yet there are perversities in individuals
which are unknown or not understood
by the most thorough and observant
student. These little apparent diversl-
tiea constitute individuality, swhich
aside from general likeness, sometimes
baffles the observer and almost leaves
him to doubt the advantages of per-
sonal knowledge, when used to under-

other.

Stﬁnuengg nature is largely self-opinion-
ated anyhow. Under many clrcum-
gtances when inexperienced it rebels
against interference, —againat advice
and counsel, for no other apparent rea-
son pave that it Pl'E_f?l‘!! its own; and
- far too often this drift remains un.
cheoked until repeated failure, disap-
pointment and calamlity humble the
gelf-amgertive one, wha has had demon-
strated that he *did not know it all”
and found that without positive in-
elinatjon, it won't be profitable to learn
from othere.

It Is not every youth who profits by
the hest advice when given to him by
recognized authority. There are way-
ward Boya as there are rebellious giria.
They are restive under parental re-
straint, The diseipline of home 8 Irk-
some, reproof incltes to rebeliion. and a
father's suggedtion,a mother's warning,
are each set at naught with more hau-

teur and assumed independence than
could be manifested in any
other department or position
in  1ife. The Intimacy and fa-
miliarity of home life  in Bsuch

cases meem to become commonplace,
and to have little or no welght In in.
fluencing or deterring from a course
already determined upon by ignorance,
lack of reverence, or the assertion of
self-will.

Nevertheless, It !s pleasant to admit
that this class of character will very
often yield to and.accept from others
the very advice which had been reject-
ed when pressed home ejther by right
or by authgrity, Who e¢an ex-
plain why a visiting friend (a neighbo1,
perchance) Bhould gueceed easily
where parental love and continued
effort hod signally fniled? ‘Then how
often has it been known In outer set-
tlements, for Instance, where a Bishop
has advised n certain course and failed,
that the home missionary presenting
the same ldea would secure heartfelt
acquieseence, and not unfrequently
ready obedience where the former had
no responge? How is it that a languish-
ing Mutual Improvement Association
can be vivified by the misslonary of to-
day, when seagon after season the
president thereof could not enlist the
attention or Interest of the eligible
boys? b

Can it be that the easy famillarity
of association and acquaintances d|-
minisheg respect, as in the care of the
famiiy? Or does this acceptance of
eoungel from comparative atrangers
rimply Imply that outer testimony robe
the adviee of what may be, or Is, con-
aldered tinetured with more or less
Imagined self-interest?

There ia an old Engliash proverb
which says that "no man g n hero to
his valet,”” and it Iz not hard to con-
clude that respect is less dctive toward
the familiar than to the one more or
lesg umknown. An illustration of some
Yeara ago here oceurs to my mind, It
was at the time when Prealdent Young
wan abgent in Provo, and remalned

during the Sabbath, and as was usual §

in this clty, one of the well
known, though unofficlal brethren, was
invited to the stand. He wag evidently
digposed to honor Paul's advice to
Timothy, viz., t0 ""rebuke and reprove,”
whether it was done "in all long suffer-
fng and righteousness” or otherwlse.
The consequence was that several of

the brethren waited upon the President
when he returned. They felt agegrieved
wlth the apeaker’s plainness, and sug-
zested that “an apology was due, and
that next Sabbath should be the time."”
The President listened in hisg well
known imperturbable way, and then
consented. Someway this leaked out.and
the people were agog for the great
event. When the President arose he
referred to the rebuke which had been
made, the excitement and the sgquirm-
Ing which ensued, but ended by "de-
claring the truth of what had given
offense, only it needed that he should
have gald it."

There Is order in all thirigs, yet It 1s
poseible - that the Latter-day Salnts
can profit, not only by the
more  Authoritative brethren, but
the wise man accepts the often
repeated statement made orally or in
«ong, “that it makes no difference
how or where truth comes from. it
must be of God, and {8 part of the
heritage of His people .and Church.”
So it comes to paas that many a criti-

ciem and many a rebuke from an on-

looker or an enemy, has accomplished
what authority has desired, counselled.
and yet been unable to reach.

This subserviency to truth could be
used more largely than It is. Things
npresented should earry welght within
themselves, as {8 done through the
impersonal press of England. Some of
the brighteat of her son= express them-
selves in this way through the columns
of the Times, the Telegraph, the Morn-
ing Chronicle and all other prominent
papers of the renlm. The “Thunderer”
is a power in the land, whther in har-
mony wlth or In opposition tp the
government, and even stateamen have
modified thelr program and poliey.
when, if all Its utterances had been
signed by the writers they would have
exeited but little or no attention. And
A0 (weathercock though it may have
seemed to be,) the Times In its {m-
personal articles has generally repre-
gented thinking England in its average
If not in its highest mood.

The volce of authority oan doubt-
less by virtue of its cal¥ng and ap-
poinitment, "scar far above ‘“‘the aver-
age” in regar? to spiritual things. It
{is their prerogative to have special
Might on doctrine and prinelple and
government, But it I8 upusual for that
authority to be greatly In advance of
“the average’ asg to utterance, There
will always be a few who are in har-
mony, sympathize with, and sustain
the most exalted inapiration and reve-
lation, and when "the ret time’ Comes
that this revealment 18 nigh. the pre-
paratory apirit falls upon the whole,
80 that as past experience evidenCes,
there is wonder with testlmony, that
the thing or prineiple presented was
not seen before,

It is no Alsparagement of authority
to reallze that many good thinga have
originated in quarters whdre least ex-
pected, since *the 8pirit divideth his
gifts unto every man severally as he

will.”* Tut this geood thing which
might otherwise have "died In the
borning” has hesn approbated, en-

larged upon, 0lldifled and eatablished,
under offieial endorsement and hlessing,
unti! it has become part of the body
rellgjous and the Church at large, of
whieh many illustrationg might be
given, If 1t were not fully understood.
The originator was willing to give God
the glory, and commit his thought and
Iabor to the Author, even if he received
oblivion for himself. 8o far as thig pro-
bation is concerned. ‘
Among the ancient historie illustra-
tiong in the following striking one:
“There was a llttle city, and few men
within it: and there came a great king
agalnat it, and besleged it, and hullt
great bulwarks agalnst it. Now, there
was found In it a poor wise man, and
he. by his avisdom, delivered the clty;
yet no men remembered that same poor

‘wards the Pole,

man.” (Eccl. 9 14, 16.) In our time
many an unknowit man years agu went
out for the Gospel's sake, sowing ''the
good meed of the kingdom,” but he did
his work, and ‘‘the day shall declare It,”
the apirit of increase was upon his un-
ostentatious toll and sacriflce, and as a8
late missionary expressed himself, con-
verts made converts, or to use an il-,
lustration made by the devoted and
sainted Heber C. Kimball, “The cats
had kittens and the kittens became
cats;” for of the increase of Hls king-
dom there ghall be no end!

Every man in the hilghest form of
covenant, congecrates his all. Whether
that is accepted, used or made produc-
tive is not the question; It s, Ts the
possessor of gifts satisfied, to be active
or dormant; to be engaged ov slmply
looking on? Does he pondering know,
“they also serve who only stand and
wait.”* I{ he has reached that plane,
wllling “to be something or nothing,'™
t0 he the priest or the sacrifice, there
wliil come a period when his reward is
aure. God looketh at the heart. He
comprehends His chlldren. He marks
thelr individuality. He will adaptithelir
future to their faith and fealty. Happy
the man who is content to leave in His
Fatherly hand his interests, whether
of time or eternity. 1e can take with
equanimity man’s oversight, neglect or
reproach: the 'spoiling of his goods,™
the Indifference to his cries, the basty
judgment and condemnation of his
friends, and the maledictions of his
enemies. All are berne in patience
and faith; homelegs, pennilegs, friend-
less, he knows, that '"“when the earthly-
house of this tabernacle is dissolved,
he hath a bullding above, a house not -
made with hands, etermal in the
heavens.”

MICROSCOPICAL SOCIETY.

Interesting lectures dellvered by Mr,
. R, Bavage and R. V. Chamberlin, on
“Life tn Arctic Beas” and "S8ome Utah
Diantoms,” respectively, before the
Microscopical sbtelety, Friday evenlaf,
January 1l4th, 1898

‘“Many who may listen to the read-
ing of the Index have but little time
to read or think of the mighty efforts
that have been made to learn whant the
northern polar regions are like, There
has been a belief that some of the ten
tribes were somewhere in that region,
in faet there wag once a popular no-
tion that at the North Pole there was
an {mmense depression, so great that it
was inhabited, and the internal heat of
the earth helped to make such a loca-
tion habitable. This delusion Wwas
called “Symmes’s Hole,”and had a good
many bellevers in Its possiblity for
geveral years.

The desire to know the character of
the frozen region has been great from
the earliest ages;
the coasts of Bweden and Norway, with
the Dutch and English, have for cen-
turies had their eyes upon polar ex-
ploration; all sorts of propositions have
been offered aa to the northwest pas-
sage by way of Greenland, 'The reali-
zation of hopes sueh has never ma-
tured. Some travelers have told us of
an open polar sea, and I have read of
men who saw cumulus clouds that are
only vislble where the atmosphere s
warm and summer-like, and supposad
that away beyond thelr utmost vislon®-
there would be free gnlling possibly to-
and there are now
many propositions bejng niade to reach
this gonl yet unrevealed—one of the
last great secrets of the geography of
our earth, Peary now proposes to reach
it by establishing stationz well pro-
vided with provicions, and to reach it
by means of sledge travel with dogs.
This, In my judgnient, lg feasible If
there !s land that reaches the desired
haven, But when upon the ice he will
be earrled by tha great Arctlc currents
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