
THE
jewish theocracy was founded a
dispensation that was according to
prophetic declarations only to last
torfor a certain time in the first
eleven chapters of genesis we find
a few outlines of the patriarchal
dispensation and some of the ardi
bancesnances of that dispensation are re-
ferred to without any detailed ac-
count thelastthe last chapterschapter of genesis
contain merely a brief historical
sketchh of the transition from the
patriarchal dispensation to the mo-
saic dispensation the remaining
books of moses as indeed all of the
old testament arere nothing more
than an incomplete history of the
dealings of god with that one na-
tion which he bad chosen for the
purposePOSOI of communicatingdg his will
to mankind until the appearance of
the promised seed but the dis-
pensationpensa tion itself was a transient one
therhe principles on which it was
founded must necessarily also be
subject to such modifications as88 a
nownew dispensation would require
paul the greatest jewish scholar of
hisbis age is very emphatic on this
point it the mosaic law was
added because of transgression tillaw
the seedgeed should come to whom the
promise was made before faith
came we were kept under the law
shut up unto the faith which should
afterwards be revealed wherefore
the law was our schoolmaster to
bring us unto christcb rist that we might
be justified by faith but after that
faith is come we are no longer under
a schoolmaster 11 galatians 5

god also has made us able min-
isters of the new testament not of
the letter but of the t cirit for the
letter kellethkil leth but the spirit
life but if the ministration of
death the mosaic law written
and gravenengraveden in stones was
glorious so that the children of is-
rael could not steadfastly behold the
face of moses for the glory of his
countenance which glory was to he
done away how shall not the
ministration of the spirit be rather
glorious for if that which
is done away the law was ilorgloriouslous
much more that which remremaainethlueth 11

11II11 cor 4

the laws of the mosaic dispensa-
tion have according to the samename
apostle no more claim or binding
force relative to the numbers of the
christian dispensation than a dead
husband has to a ling wife for
the woman which has a husband is
bound by the law to her husband as
long as he lives but if the husband
be dead she is loosed from the law
of her husband wherefore
my brethren ye also are become
dead to the law by the body of
christ rombom 7

of the historical books of the old
testament much need not be said
the book of joshua describes the
settlement of the israelites in the
holy land in the judges we read
of repeated apoapostasystacy its punishment
and gods mercy in delivering thefhe
penitent the books of samuel
show the establishment of the an-
cient prophetic office and also the
rejection of this divine appoint-
ment and of god as the ruler and
how god yieldingyield ing to the demands
of his blinded people allows them
to have a king in the books of the

kings to which the chronicles
seem to be a supplement we can
trace the awful consequences of the
revolt of the people against the
prophetical office until the nation
afatadfurr a short time of prosperity un-
der david and solomon falls to
pieces and are carried away cap-
tives

the poetical books are effusions of
devout hearts contemplating the
past mercies of god his present
goodness and faithfulness and foncon-
taining more or less distinct pre-
dictions of the future events in the
kingdom of god the realms
many of which were composed by
david were intended for the ed-
ificationif otof the people when gather-
ed to their national festivities in je-
rusalem the singing of them form-
ed no doubt an important partA ofjorthe service the book otof job and
the song of songs are specimens of
early compositions the
hero of the book job was an I1inhab-
itant

nhab
of uz in the northeast part of

the arabian desert and a contem-
porary perhaps of terah the father
of A brabamAbraham there are some grand
lessons laid down in the book the
question tois discussed whether great
suffering is not an evidence of great
guilt the friends of job affirm
this while he himself under the
greatest afflictions denies it ap-
pealing to gods righteousness and
faithfulness the song of songs
the bestbeat one of the 18951005 which sol-
omon composed 1 I1 kings 4 32 is a
description of wedded love one of
the noblest affections which man is
capable of enjoying and was
ably when solomon in-

the

into his family an edyttian princess 1 I rings 31 7 8 92inqas wife the pro verulural I1

contCOB tin many sent
mentsmenta showing both the wisdom and
the vanity of the world pointing
to him who is the wisdom the
truth and the light of the world

in all these books we find truths
scattered as numerous and as beau-
tifully as the stars in a clear novem-
ber e veilingevening sky but the very scope
of each book is such that it cannot
be accepted as a closed and finished
code of revelations sufficient for all
contingencies that caucan ever arise in
the history of the human race any
more than the beautifully spark-
ling light of the stars is all that is
necessary for the alluruinationilluminationien of the
creation of god

we can now go over to the
BOOKS

of the old testament
these contain manmany predictpredictionsJons

bearing directly on Ztthee last days
for prophecy is a record of future
events as history is a record of past
events but in reading ancient
prophecy oueone very bommoncommon error
must be guarded againstagai ost 1181namelynely
that the prophets generally describe
the events of the last days this
they evidently do not do their
prophecies generally concern such
events as were immediately future
in their own time and in which
their own generation was on that
account mostly interested proprophe-
cies

he
are often read as itif they aiall re-

lated to events which are still future
and which wewa therefore lookat with

anxious interest when as the truth
is that events long ago transpired
and which we have almost forgot-
ten but which once were the greatreat
epochs of history form the im-
portant theme of the bulk of pro-
pheticalphe predictions in some cases
prophecy covers the ground ofevents
yet to transpire but then it
is noticeable that the more remote
the events described are the more
rare and dim the visions concern
ing jbfthemm become until we clearly
perceive that were it not for new
additional light of continued revela-
tions

revel i
upon the last scenes of the his-

tory of the world we would never
from the first Orepredictionsdictions delivered
be able to form a clear and distinctdiskind
idea of these scenes

notice as an illustration of this
the first prediction of the seed of
gorpan who should crush the head
of the serpent and follow the gradual
developmentdevel opment of this prophecy un-
til latterat ter prophets are able by the
spirit of god to describe not only
many minute details of the birth
life and death of our savior isaiah
but also the precise time for his com-
ing in the flesh daniel and so it
is with all predictions given they
increase in clearness as the events
draw near they indicate there-
fore by their very nature the neces-
sity of continued revelation as the
first rays of morning indicate the
approach odtheofthe coming daylight

tnin reading the prophetical books
this must be kept inin view
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to be continued

SOUTHERN IDAHO TOUR

continued

oneida co idaho
april 1890 by the aslant
abuce of friends at houtos ranch
who furnished elder andrew kim-
ball with another span of horses
in place of the animal that died the
night previous we were enabled to
continue ourjourney on the morn
lug of april we traveled seven
miles to the little town of snow
ville situated on deep creek in the
east side of the curlew valley
where at the request of bishop
arnold goodliffeGoodli we held a meet-
ing with the saints in the evening
we hadbad a good time elder kim-
ball related some of his experiences
among the Lama in the in-
dian territoryTerA tery and I1 gave a shortabort
account of my late visit to some of
the waste plpi ces of zion

ward belonging to the
box elder stake of zion embraces
all the saints living in curlew val-
ley including the town of snow
ville half a dozen families at a jat
tletie settlement called st thomas
situated on springs seven miles
northeast of snowvilleSnow ville in idaho
two families at houtos ranch near
the sink at deep creek one family
at dilles ranch seven miles east
and two families at the foot of the
black pine mountains seventeen
miles northwest of snowsno ville

curlew valley extends from the
greatgreal salt lake on the south to the
sublette mountains on the north
a distance of about forty two miles


