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Jewish “theocracy was founded, a
digpeusation that was, according to
prophetic declarations, only to last
for a certain time. In the first
eleven chapters of Genesis we find
a few outlines of the Patriarchal
Jigpensation, apnd some of the ordi.
nancee of that dispensation are re-
ferred to without any detailed ac-
count. The lnst chaptersof Genesis
contain mercly a brief historieal
sketeh of the trunsition from the
Patriarchal dispensation to the Mo-
saie dispensation. The remaining
bouks of Moses (as indeed all of the
Old Testament) are nothing more
than an incomplete history of the
dealings of Gud with that one na-
tion which He had chousen for the
purpose of communicating His will
to mankind, until the appearance of
the promised “‘seed.” But the dis-
pensation itself was a traosient one.
The principles on which it was
founded must ‘necessarily also be
subject to such modifications ss o
new dispengation would reguire.
Paul, the greatest Jewish scholar of
his age,is very emphatic on this
puint. “It {the Mosaic law)} was
added because of transgression, (i
the seed should ¢ome to whom the
protoise was made.”  ‘Before faith
came we wers kept under the law,
shut up unto the faith which should
afterwards be revealed. Wherefore
the law was our schioclmaster Lo
bring us unto Christ, that wemight
be justified by faith. But after that
faith is come weure no longer upder
a schoolmaster.”” (Galatians 5.)
‘{God) alsv has made vs able min-
isters of the New Testament; not of
the letter, but of the rpirit: for the
lotter Killeth, but the spirit giveth
lite. But if the ministration of
desth (the Mousaie law), written
and engraven in  stones, was
glorious, so that the children of Is-
rael could not steadfastly behold the
face of Moses for the plory of his
countenance, which glory was to be
dope away, how shall not the
ministration of the Spjrit be rather
glorious? * * For if that which
ia dune away (the law) wasglorious,
much more that which remaineth.”?
[LT. Cor. 4.]

The laws of the Mosric dispensa-
tion tiave, according to the same
apostle, no rmore claim or binding
force, relative to the numbers of the
Cliristian dispensation, than a dead
husband has to a living wifet *For
the woman which has a husband is
bound by the law fo her husband as
long a8 he lives; but if the hugband
be dead, she is lovsed from the law
of lher husband; * * wherefore,
tny brethren, ye also are become
dead to the law Ly the body of
Christ.” [Rom. 7.]

Of the historical books of the Old
Testament much need not be said,
The book of Joshua describes the
settlement of the [sraelltes in the
Holy Land. In the Judges we read
of repeated apostacy,its Funlahment
and God’s merey in dellvering fhe
penitent. The books of Samuel
show the estahlishment of the an-
cient prophetie office and also the
rejection of this Divine appoint-
men§ and of God as &ie ruler, aod
how (lud, yieldiog to the demands
of His blinded peuple, allowg them
to have a king. Lo the books of the
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Kings, to which the Chroanicles
seem to be a supplement, we can
trage the awful conseguences of the
revolt of the people against the
prophetical office, uitil the nation,
after a short time of prosperity nn-
der Duvid and Sclomoen, falls to
pieces and are earried awny cap-
tives.

The poetical boeks are effusions of
devout hearts contemplating the
past mercies of God, His present
goodness and faithfuiness, and ¢on-
taining more or less distinct pre-
dictions of the future events in the
Kingdom of God, The TIszalms,
many of which were composed by
David, were intended for the ed-
ification ot the people when gather-
e to their national lestivitivs in Je-
rusalem. Thesinging ofthem form-
ed, no doubt, an important part of
the service. The bool of Job and
the SBong of Bongs are specimens of
early dramatical compositions. 'The
heéro of the book, Job, was an inhab-
itant of Uz, in the northeast part of
the Arabian desert, and a contem-
porary, perhaps, of Terah, the father

‘of Abraham. There are some grand

lesgons laid down in the book. The
guestion is discussed whether great
suffering is not an evidence of great
guilt. The friends of Job affirm
this, while he, himsclf, under the
greatest afflictions, denies it, ap-
pealing ta God’s righteousness and
faithfulness. The Hong of Bongs,
the best one of the 1005 which Sol-
omon composed (1 Kings 4: 32), i3 a
degcription of wedded love, one of
the noblest affections which man is
capable of enjoying, and was proh-
ahly compused when Holomon in-
triotduced into his family an Eggf-
tian princess {1 Kings 31: 7, 8; 9: ,J
as a plural wife. The Pm\’eri)s, an
the Kcclesinstes cont 1in many senti
ments sRhowing hoth the wisdom and
the vanity of the world, poioting
to Him who is the Wisdom, the
Truth and the Light of the world.

Io all these booke we find triths
scattered as numerous and as beau-
tifully as the stark in a clear Novern-
ber evening sky; but the very scope
ol evach book issuch that it cannot
be nceapted as o closed and finished
code of revelatious, sufficient for all
coutingenciea that can ever arise in
the history of the human race, any
more than the beautifully spark-
ling light of the stars isall that is
necessary for the flluminatien of the
creation of God,

We can now go over to the

PROVPIETICAL BOOKS

of the Old Testament.

These contain many predictions
bearing directly on the last days,
for prophecy is a record of future
events, as history ig a record of past
events. But in reading ancient
prophecy one very gommon error
must be guarded against, namely,
that the Prophets generaliy Jdescribe
the events of the last days. This
they evidently do not do. Their
wrophecies generally concern such
events as were immediately futnre
in their own time and in which
their own generation was, on that
account, mostly interested. Prophe-
cies are otten read as if they all re-
lated to events which arestill future,
and which we therefore look at with

anxious interest, when as the truth
i8 that events lobg ago transpired,
and which we have almost forgot-
ten, but which once were the preat
cpochs of history, form the Im-
portant theme of the bulk of pro-
phetical predictions. Inwsome cages
prophecy covers theground of events
yet to transpire. But then, it
is noticeable that the more remote
tle events described are, the more
rare and dim the visions conceru~
ing them become, until we clearly
perceive that were it not for new
additional light of contlnued revel:-
tions npon the last reenes of the his-
tory of the world. we would never,
from the first predictions delivered,
beable to form a clear and distinct
lden of these scenes.

Notice, as an ilustration of this,
the first prediction of the ¢‘seed of
woman®’ whoshould crush the head
of the serpent,and follow the gradual
development of this prophecy, un-
til latter prophets are able by the
Bpirit of God to describe not only
many minute details of the birth,
life and death of our Savior, (Isainh)
but aleo the precise time for his com-
ing iu the flesh (Daniel). And so it
iswith all predictions giver. They
locrease in clearness as the events
draw near. They indicate, there-
fore, by their very nature the neces-
sity of continued revelation, as the
first rays of morning Indicate the
approach ofthe coming daylight.

In reading the ,)rophetica] booka,
this mugt be kept in view.

J. M. 8.
[To be Contirued.]

—

SOUTHERN IDAHO TOUR.
[Continued.]

FRANKLIN, ,Opeida Co., ldahe,
April 30th, 1890. By the asisat-
ance of friends at Houtz’s Ranch,
who furnished Elder Andrew Kim-
ball with ancther spap of horses,
in place of the animal that died the
night previous, we were enabled to
contlnue our journey on the morn-
ing of April 25th. We traveled seven
miles to the little town of Spnow-
ville, situated on Deep Creek, in the
east side of the Cnrlew Valley,
where, at the request of Bishop
Arnold Goodliffe, we leld a meet-
ing with the Baints in the evening.
We had a good time, Elder Kim-
ball related some of his experiences
amonyg the Lamanites in the In-
dian Terzitory, and I gave a short
weount of my late visit to some of
the waste pl ces of Ziou.

SBoowville Ward, belonging to the
Box Elder Stake of Zion, embraces
ull the Baints living in Curlew Vaul-
ley, incinding the town of Snow-
ville, half a dozen familiea at a Ljt-
tle settlement called Bt Thomas,
gituated on springs seven Iniles
northeast of Snowville (in Idaho),
two families at Houtz’s Ranch, near
the sink at Deep Creek, one family
at Dille’s Ranch, seven miles east,
and two familivs at the foot of the
Black Pine Mountains, seventeen
miles northwust of Snow ville.

Curlew Valley extends from the
Greal Salt T.ake on the south to the
Bublette Mountains on the north,
a distance of about forty-two miies,



