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PLURAL MARRIAGE

TREATED CHIEFLY fruxFROM JUTAN histori-
cal standpoint

jyom the utah journal
prominent ministers conscientious

men and consistent biblebible believers of
difterent denominations navehave fre-
quently considered atandia exexpressedd
themselves freely upon the onsubjectgresse

eject of

polygamypolygamy when it had no connection
witwith the mormonscormons or mormonism
martin luther in a sermon preached
stat WittemWittemborgbarg for the reformation of
marriage in the year 1522 encouraged
popolygamyI1y my kknowingnow 1 n ththatat a system of
marriage thatthat wwould0 ugad admit of arar
biage or03 eveevery woman would do much
towards curryingpurRpurifyingying the morality of the
age and help women to rise above
those circumstances that tended to
make them an easy preyrey to the pollut-
ing touch of the libertinelibertine luther
saysgays if they are stubborn it is fit-
ting their husbands should tell them
if you will not another will if the mis-
tresstress refuses to come let the maid be
called the preaching and influence
of luther eshou and many other
eminent reformers took root and bore
arlit though all the tendenciestendeDclea
of the age were against marriage and
especialespecially against bluralplural marriage and
even preferred har docs our own

civilizationcivilizationii of the nine-
teenth century those great reformers
accomplished much for the age in
which they lived they encouraged
thought and investigation increased
liberties of the people established the
right of their ministers to marry and
permitted the divine institution of po-
lygamy to exist in the christian
church philip Landlandgravegraye of hesse
one of the principal lords and princes
of germany wrote luther and the
heads of the reformation asking their
consentconsent for him to marry a second wife
while his first wife his princess was
still fllivingiving who had also given her
consent in the matter many argu-
ments were used by philip to show that
polygamy was in accordance with the
bibleible upon the receipt of philips
letteretter luther called a council of the
principalrin cipal miniLAministers of the reformation
to considersider the propriety of rantinggranting
the landgravesLand gravesels request at ttethe close
of the council alonga long letter was writ-
ten philip granting hisbis request and ex-
horting him to live a virtuous and up-
right life as became a christian and
true follower of christ commencing
at the paragraph we read as fol-
lows

but after all if your highness is
fully resolved to marry a second wife
we judge it ought to be done secretly
as we have said with respect to the
dispensation of the demand on the
same account that is that none but
the person you shall wed and a few
trusty persons know of the mattertruland ttheyey too obligedobliged to secrecy under
theth seal of confessconfessionI1on hence abnbno con-
tradictiontradiction nor scandal of moment need
be apprehended torfor it Is no extraor-
dinary thing for princes to keep con-
cubinescubines and though the vulgar should
be scandalized thereat the more intel-
ligent would doubt of the truth and
prudent persons would approve of this
moderate kind of life preferable to
adultadulteryeTy and other brutal actions
there isis no need of being much con-
cerned for what men will say pro-
vided all goes right with conscience
so far do we approve it and in those
circumstances only by us specified
for the gospel hath neither recalled
nor forbid what was permitted in the
law of moses with respect to marriage
jesus christ has not changed the ex-
ternal economy but added justice only
and life everlasting for reward he
teaches the true way of obeying god
and endeavors to repair the corruptioncorruptson
of nature

your highness hath therefore in
this writing not only the approbation
of us all in case of necessity concern-
ing what you desire but also the re-
flections we have made thereupon we
beseech you to weigh them as becom-
ing a virtuous wise and christian
prince we also beg of god to direct
all for his glory and your highness
salvation

given at WIttemwittenbergberig the wednesday
after the feast of st nicholas 13591859

signed MARTIN LUTHER
PHILLIP MELANCTON
MARTIN
ANTORYANTONY ADAM
JOHN
JUSTUS
DENNIS MELANCTON

ministers of this century who claim
the great reformers who signed the
foregoing letter as their prototypes
and as the beacon lights along the
shores of the sixteenth century and the
founders of religious liberty now
enjoyed by dissenting chris
fians wax eloquent aagainst
the cormonscormonsmormons and polygamy while
their tongues are silent as deatdeath in re-
lation to harlotry and the vilest sexual
corruptionscorrupt ions festering in their own
neighborhood they are like rivulets
that become rivers and swell into
oceans they grow tot be the damning
sins of the age corrupt lifes issues
and curse the race with the foulest
diseases 0 ye degenerate represen-
tatives of luther and the
noble reformers who have honestly
sought to reform and elevate mankind
andnd lead them back to nature and to
god why do ye condemn polygamy
and the practices of prophets and
patriarchs whom if the bible be true
god approved blessed and honored
how can you be silent on prostitution
and factly allow it to exist under the
dignified name of necessary evil
wwhenen it ia11 thriving around your very
homes andana has already become a great

cursecame in the cities you inhabitothergather-
ing in its folds the innocent aand most

women0Men I1inn ththee I1landand and drag-
ging awginajt ddownow it to pprematureremature death
and to fifillaaa didishonoredh n0 red grave if ye
are what ye claim to be watchmen on
the towers of zion and guardians of
the peoples morals and raise not your
voice against the damning sins of the
age how will ye answer god in the daday
of judgment hear what david 0
allenalien says the celebrated christian
missionary of 25 years in india in his
book published as late as 1856 sup-
posing now that any hindmo or mo
hame danoror jew who has several
wives to whom he has been legally
married should give evidence of piety
and wish to make a public profession
of christianity what shall be done in
respect to his polygamy in contract-
ing these marriagesmarriages he violates no lassla a
of the country and no lassoflaws of god as
he understood them anyaily more uanthan
jacob and elkanah did in marrying two
wives or than david did in marrying a
yet larger number this man cannot
divorce any of his wives if hebe would
and it would be great injustice and
cruelty to them and their children itif he
should he cannot annul his legal ob-
ligationsligations to provide for them he is
bound morally and legally to supportsup0ort
them while professing hindmo mo-
hammedanham or jewish religion and his
having become a christian and em-
braced a purer faith will not release
him from these obligations in view of
the english government and courts or
of the native population should he
put them away or all but one they
will still be legally his wives and can-
not be married to any other man and
further they have done nothing to de-
serve such unkindnesskindness cruelty and
disgrace at his hands

in a speech of the hon J G blair
of missouri in the house of repre-
sentativessentatives feb 17 1872 we find the
following language used marriage
belbeingang of divine origin and the con-
tract of marriage originating in a state
of nature we must go to the
earliest anhand most ancient histories
to learn what fitit is mr speaker
in a state of nature we find it
amous and polypolygamous upon almost
every page of tillthee old bible we find
polygamytolyg ain written not only so the
bibleebli e givesis us marriage in a more de-
testabletestable lorm by a hundredfold than
in utah utah has its polygamywy the
bible its polygamy anand concubinage
by tradition marriage in a state of
nature has been polygamous and con-
tinues so to this day by divine law
we find it commencing with lamech

year before christanaChristand concedingconc edina
for the sake of argument that it cceasedsea
in the days of the apostles it coveredcored
a space of 8 am years by the express
approval of godad

now stirsir I1 am prepared to submit a
proposition to christians and students
of moral philosophy xit be true
that moral principles never change and
that marriage is based on moral prin-
ciples andl that itif it be polyg-
amous marriages existed for years
orlaorja less period by the approval ofof god
is18 polygamy morally right or wrong 11

but polygamy traces itself further
down than that while we have no ex-
press account of it in the new testa-
ment it is equallyec true that we have no
express prohibition of it therein in
thishis opinion I1 am not only sustained by
manyany divines but by the author of the
newew americanmeri n he says
in volume thirteen page in speak-
ing of polypolygamymy there are no postINSfive injunctions in the bible against
the pricpracticetice 11

mr speaker between 18531858 and 1856
a number of ministers of the googospelea

9

sent as missionaries to india and tebe-
longinglangl to the baptist congregational
methodistmetho and presbyterian churcheschurchB

assembled in calcutta in conventionconventlo10 n
and declared that polygamous mar-
riages were not contrary to divine
laws D 0 allenalien on india page

itif a convention of baptist metho-
dist congregational and presbyterian
ministers in calcutta have declared
that polygamous marriages were not
contrary to divine law whyrhy do the
ministers of these same denominations
in america denounce it as being both
against the law of god and the law of
man and indeed their effort and in-
fluence have obtained what man made
laws now exist against polygamy in
this nation they have adopted ppolyg-
amy
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as their war cry against the MYmor1r

mons and they produce it in alongalong
loud willwail every time they ask coa
gress to pass special legislation against
them what a striking difference be-
tween these ministers of this nine-
teenth century and the prophets and
ministers who through god were the
authors of the bible the former be-
lieved in and practiced polygamy but
denounced harlotry and punishedpuni saed it
with death and the latter while pre-
tending to believe in and
t be guided by this same
bible denounce polygamy two
thousand miles awaaway from them
while they have no wordword of reproof for
harlots and houses of ill fame found in
the cities and neighborhoods in which
they live bible considerations alone
should be sufficient to prevent all be-
lievers in it from persecuting the mor
mons on account of polygamy and the
clause in the constitution guarantee-
ing every individual that forms aninan in-
tegral part of this nation the free ex-
ercise of his religion and forbidforbiddingdincongress to make any law that boullwould
interfere with hishia right of any indi-
vidual or domcommunity should be suffi-
cient cause to hinder any citizen flom
persecuting another on account of re-
ligious differences itif a man believes
that it is best for him to be without a
wife let him remain single itif a manan
believes that he ought to marry one or

more wives providing he can find
women that are like minded it
Is nobodys business the con-
stitutionution says that life and the pur-
suit of happiness are free to all
Eeveryve man ananddeverylevery woman has the
rlrightgayt to choose his or her own
pathath if wtno one else be injuredFtnin that choice to hinder them
would be to rob them of a
constitutional right in some coun-
tries in europe statistics show only
about one marriageable woman in
chaee that is married and even in
lyga 0 countries they do not all find
opopportunities0 unities to marry notwith-
standing9 abingading all the polygamy tthatt exists
in utahh in the older settle hun-
dredsdeeds of women who have been mar-
riageable for years still remain single

i countries have less prosti-
tution and lesslless sexual diseases than
the the latter day
saints believe that polygamy will make
them physically and morally pure in
this life and give them greater glory in
the life to come there is not a people
on earth more ffreeree ffromrom sexual sins
than the latter day saints are or that
live nearer the principles that
governed the intercourse of the
sexes in ancient israel alien god led
them by his own voice the faith hhasas
sunk deep into the hearts of the sainsaintsta
that the man or woman that is guilty
of sexual intercourse outside the mar
ariage relation is worthy of death all
are required by their religion to keep
their private record pure and unsul-
lied

in addition to the constitutional rea-
sons for noninterferenceinterferencenon with the
cormonsmormons in pursuing their religious
convictions there is still another that
ought to settle the matter

When the saints came to utah this
was mexican soil the united states
afterwards took it by conquest and en-
tered into a treaty with mexico which
fully covers the whole ground and is
binding upon Congress upon the courts
and upon every citizen of the united
states to respect it

hon J G blair speaking of this
treaty said I1 mr speaker there is an-
other point in connection with this
subject which I1 shall now notice and
which aside from everyever other coalconsid-
eration

bid
era tion in my opinion settles this mat-
ter forever in sectionse tion one article
nine of our treaty with mexico we
expressly stipulated that the people
upon tae ceded territory should be
protected in the free enjoyment of
their liberty and property and secured
in the free exercise of their religion
without restrictions U S statutes
at large page the treaty says themormoncormons shall be secure in the free
exercise of their religion I1 empha-
size the expression their religion
and not only that but that treaty says
they shall be protected in the free ex-
ercise thereof without restriction
webster defines religion to be any sys-
tem of faith and worship as the re-
ligion of the turks of Hinhin doos of
christians true or false religion
webster lais considered to be the
authority on language in the united
states and itif his definition of the term
religion be correct congress has gone
far beyond its bounds and authority in
passingco r lusthe law of 1862 against the
cormonsmormonsMorrmons on account of yand
in doing so they violated not only the
constitution that every member there-
of has sworn to support but they also
violated the positive terms in section
one article nine of the treaty with
mexico do notinot edmunds landand his
colleagues know this if they do not
they are not fit to be senators and if
they have knowingly trampled on
the constitution and violated the
treaty with mexico to gratify a de-
sire to join in a religious persecution
against the mormonscormonsMor mons they are still less
fit for their positions andand history will
record their names with the infamous
jeffreys andaad the merciless persecutors
of the brave men who suffered and per-
ished at the stake for the cause of thereformation in the sixteenth and sev-
enteenthenteenth centuries history and ex-
perienceperience prove that lust of power and
religious intointoleranceleuce overstep all
bounds of prudence constitutions
and treaties form no barriers to re-
ligious bigots and their cruel and in-
human deeds when on the wheels of
fortune they happen to ride intopower but eternal justice followswith unerring tread the path of the
tyrant that only wants tilethe power to
rob his brother man of lifelif e liberty
and the pursuit of happiness

ENDYMION

MORMON WOMEN INN wash-ington
from the rationalyatZat ional of wash

ington

SEEKING REDRESS FOR WRONGS
correcting EVIL AND sensa-

tional REPORTS ABOUT

it is known to comparatively few
people perhaps that there is a com-
mission olof mormon women from utah
in the city they seek redress for
wrongs in the names of over 2000
ladies who assembled at salt lakecity in mass meeting march 6 1886
representing the wives mothers sis-
ters and daughters of the whole territ-ory A republican representative met
the commission by appointment at the
headquarters on grant place yesterday
afternoon and confronted four well
favored agreeable and inteliintelligentigent
women mrs emmeline B wells the
editor of the womanscomans exponent pub
dished semimonthlysemi monthly at salt LakeUty I1

seemed by common consent to be the
chairman mrs wells is the plural
wife of gen D H wells who was
counselor to brigham young mrs
wells was borbornu a puritan in
massachusetts but was con-
verted with her mother and
went to nauvoo IIIIlL in 1844 and wwasI1s
married in salt cjelake city in 1852 Ddrr
ellen B ferguson was born in cam-
bridge england was married in lon-
don and came to this country in 1860
and went to salt lake in 1875 in con-
sequence of embracing the cormonmormon
faith in illinois her husband died in
18891880 and both were mormonscormonsMor mons but
were never in ablpolygamyY my josemrsrs Eemilym 1llyS richards and mrs1 r josephinep hi e R
west were born in the 3mormonj0amo n churcha U

of parents who lived in polpolygamyamy
they and their husbands are allarlormor
mons but do not practice polypolygamygarny
they are young women having each
been married several years and have
hadbad numerous children and mrs
west has an infant with her

lain answer to a question concerning
their mission to the capital mrs wells
said

our mission to washingtonon at this
present time is to present memorials
which we brought ourselves being
properly accredited for the president
the senate and the house the first
was delivered to the chief magistrate
on april ad when we had an interview
with him that to the senate was pre-
sented byb on the ath he
was selected because he voted against
the edmunds bill and is besides a
woman suffragist and ex govgo v long
of massachusetts who is a suffragist
also hasha I1 charge of the document for
the house which has not yet been re-
ferred to the judiciary committee in
the senate the memorial was allowed
to lie on the table and appeared in fullallf
in the record of april 7

having presented your memorial
what do you propose to do furtherfurther in
the matter

we shall do all in our power to
correct the evil and sensational re-
ports that are being daily disseminated
among the people of the east from the
bulpitpulpit and by the press we have some
booksboks and pamphlets which ve will
gladly give to inquirers and we invite
investigation and are ready to answer
questions

I1 what is the condition of affairs in
utah that compels you to make this pro-
test

the edmunds law which was
passed in 1882 11 said dr fergeferguuonon
with a view of prohibiting and doing
away with polygamy has been the
means of inflicting much suffering
upon the people who do not come
within the penal scope of the law
through the of of-
ficialsfici als As will be seen from our
memorial we complain that young
children are brought into court and
plied with indecent questions tender
women in delicate health are asked
impertinent and insulting questions in
court and many of the l- ading aenmen
and priestspriest of mormonism are ddrivenrive
intohidingbiding by the exactions of the of-
ficialsfici als the juries are composed of
men known to be antagonistic to mor-
monism and no mormon is permitted
to sit upon juries the men and wom-
en living in polygamous marriage have
been disenfranchisedbut monogamous
mormonscormonsMor mons men and women still vote
it is not true that the women vote at
the dictation of mormon officials the
ballot is secret and no one has any
means of knowing how another votes
the gentile ring inia utah I1 continued
dr ferguson is not making a cru-
sade against polygamy but is agitating
matters and moving torfor adverse legis-
lation in order to get the local and
elective offices of the territory under
theirl control the elective and territor-
ial offices are now all held by mormonscormonsMor mons
should the ring succeed in
chasing monogamous mormonscormonsMor mons al-
though greatly in the minority they
would manipulate territorial affairs to
suit themselves all we can do to foil
the political conspirators is to enlight-
en public sentiment on all that per-
tains to mormonscormons and mormonism

in reply to a question as to what
made the church of the latter day
saints so fascinating to women mrs
wells resumed we feel that the doc-
trines are the truth and feel like clincling-
ingin to them at any sacrifice I1 knoknow
ttherejere is more liberty for women in ththe
mormon church than in any other in
the world the women vote not only
upon all political questions but upon
religious tenets as well we believe in
a propre existence and future state of
progression and the discipline of

is a corrective to supreme
selfishness the great wrong con-
gress9 bessisIs doing in enforcing the ed-
munds law is the breaking up of fami-
lies the ruin of hearts antiand homes and
disgracing the women and making
their children outcasts

mormonscormonsMor mons believe that a man can
love more than one woman jutt as a
mothers love is not confined to one
child said mrs richardsEich ards myliusmy hus-
band and I1 talked the matter all over
before marriage we both came from
parents who lived in polygamyolygamy but we
were the chilchildrendrea of tteme first wives and
no mormon youth would marry a girl
who was not a good mormon in all that
the word implies we were born and
brought uup inthein the church and when
we arrivearri vedatat years of responsibility
we adopted the faith as our own we
have seen the power given the saints
that the lord prospered them in tem-
poral things as well as in spiritual
things 1

mrs west is the daughter of an
apostle of the church and avers that
itif she had a score of children would
bring them all up to be latter day
saints she is enthusiastic about the
superior principles of her religion and

says mormonscormons are not living for the
present only but for the glory of eter-
nity and are willing to make sacrifices
here for the f future exaltation

mr JFF S richardsKichards is in the city with
his wife he is attorney for the mor-
mon church and attorney for salt lake
98cityity anand4 is here to argue a case in thesupremeup rem e Ccourt0ur t

mr joseph A west is also here with
hisbis wife he is here on legislative
business

THE NEW ZEALAND MISSION

statistics RELATING THERETO ETC

by courtesy of brother F D rich-
ards we are permitted to make the fol-
lowing extracts from a letter lustjust re-
ceived behimby him from president W T
stewart of the new zealand mission
it is dated gisborn march 12 1886

on the ath ultimo we closed a most
successful and enjoyable three
days conference which was well at-
tended having native representatives
from all parts of the island inere we
have branches except the Waira rapa

the reportsreportsF showed a very favorablefavorable
condition of the various conferencesConferencea
or districts and it was gratifying in-
deed to see the intelligence and un-
derstandingderstanding and the great earnestness
manifested by so many of our native
saints
there were eleven of the utah

elders present at the conference all
enjoying good health excepting ekliffeckliffEC liff
who has not been robust since his ar-
rival in this land however be to-
gether with the others were enjoying
themselves very much and I1 bebelieve
that all or nearly all of the elderselder here
feel very thankful that their mission-
ary field has fallen in this part of the
world

our statistical report shows 23
elders and 2 sisters from utah of the
local priesthood there arearc 34 elders 7378
priests 43 teachers and 21 deacons
also 1113 members who added to the

children under eighteichi years of age
make 1749 as a total number of souls
at the last of january and there have
been enough added since to wakemake the
number up to 1800 three hundred
and seventy five were baptized and
blessed duringdaring the last six months
also 30 were excommunicated anaandi
there were 18 deaths against 21 barthsbirt hsi
during the same period tour persons
emigrated two elders were released
and livefive arrived the europeans
number about the same as before we
have one school flourflourishingshing under the
management of sister sears efforts
in this direction are highly satisfac-
tory ourOu otherrother sister is located in
the waikatoWai kato but it will likely be some
timetime yet before they willhave a school
in operation there

I1 made ILa trial effort at translating
the book of mormon into maori hav J
ing riderelder ezra F richards and asa
halthalf caste native elder as
but I1 soon found that he was lacking
in an understanding of english as we
were in maori so that our brok was
not very satisfactory it is im-
possible to procure any native edu-
cated in his own language as they have
no schools here for that purpose
the native language itself is more or
less deficient and it will require a most
thorough acquaintance with its idio-
matic construction to enable a transla-
tor to convey the teachings of so im-
portant a work as the book of mormon
in that forcible manner desired it
seems to me that by deferring its trans-
lation for a year or so irwillit will insure a
better translation and of course the
best that can be had is desired

I1 understand that there are one or
two who have joined the church in the
waikato who are better acquainted
with the english language than any we
have here so when they have time to
acquaint themselves with the principles
of the gospel they will be efficient
helpss in the work of translationaethe two elders laborinlaboring in southland
and the one in australia zodo not report
much progress among the whites and
thereasetherethereareare a few important sections of
country inhabited by maorislaoris that do
not seem as yet prepared for the gos-
pel and one place where we meet very
bitter opposition aside from this we
all feel that the mission is in a very
flourishing condition

LAND JUMPING

A despicable BUSINESS FORFOB PERSONS

TO BKBE LATTERLATTEK DAY

SAINTS TO BE ENGAGED IN

MORGAN COUNTY may

editor deseret news
believing a few lines penned to the

NEWS giving a sho rtit sketch of the ex-
perienceperience we are now gaining might be
of some benefit to other settlements
that are situated about as we are I1
send the following

nature has so arranged matters asaa to
make our valley very narrow with
sloping hills on either side which have
hitherto provided us with a very good
range for stock when government
badourhad our land surveyed we found in
many instances that a few acres we had
been using were in sections or quarter
sections that lay entirely in the hills
and were of no value except for graz-
ing purposes ane people beiusbeing gen-
erally poor thought they could not
afford to purchase so much waste landisad
in order to get the few acres
that were good until such times
as they should be better prepared and
as no one would be likely to baybal the
hills lain order to ptget their little piece ol01


