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PLURAL MARRIAGE.

TREATED CHIEFLY I‘RQM AN HIST ORI~
CAL BTAXDPOINT.

[From the Utak Journal.]

Prominent ministers, conscientious
men and consistent bible believers of
ditierent denominations, +have fre-
quentiy considered &nd  expressed
themselves freely upon the snbject of
polygamy when it had no connection
with the Mormons ot Mermonism,
Martin Luther, in a sermon preached
at Wittemborg for the reformation of
marriare in the year 1532, encouraged
polygamy, knowing that a system of
mar{&ge thut would admit of irar-
riageMor cvery womsan would do much

towards purifying the morality of the

age and help women to rise above

those circumstances that tended to

make them an easy Yrey to the pollut-

ing touch of the Itbertine. Luther

gays: ‘‘If they are stubbern, it is fit-

ting their husbands saould tell them,
ifyou will not another will; if the mis-
“tress refuses 1o come let the maid be
called." The preaching and 1ntinence
of Luther, Melu=cthon and manv other
eminent reformers took rdot and bore
fruit, though all the tendencles
of the age were ugainst marriage aod
especiully agalnst piural marriage, and

even preferred harlotryas does ourown
monogamic civilization of the nine-

teenth century., Those great reformers

accomplished moch for the age ln

which they Iived; they encouraged

thought and iovestigation, incressed
liberties ol the people, established the
right of their mlmsters to marry and

ermitted the divine institution of po-

ygamy to exist in the Christian

6nurc . Philip Landgrave, of Hesge,
one of the principal Lords and Princes
of Germany wrote Luther and the
heads of the reformation asklog their
crtnsem for him to marry a second wite
while his first wife, his princess, was
still gliving, who had also glven her
copsent in the matter. Many argu-
ments were used by Philip to show that

olygamy war in accordance with the
{iible. Upon the receipt of Philip's
letter, Luther called a council of the
principal ministers of the reformatjon
to consider the propricty .of granting
the Landgrave’s request. At theclose
of the council alonﬁ letter was writ-
ten Philip granting his request and ex-
horting him to live a virtuous and up-
right life is became a Christian and
true follower of Christ. Commencing
ilt the 21st paragraph we read as fol-

OWR:

“Bat after all, if yonr "highness is
fully resolved to marry a second wlfe,
we judge it ought to be done secretly,
as we have sald with respect to the

dispen=ation of the demand -on the-

same accoont, that is, that nons but
the person you shall wed, and a few
trusty persons, know of the matter,
and they, too, obliced Lo secreey under
tng seal of coufession. Hence no cou-
tradiction nor scandal of moment need
be apprehended; for itis no extraor-
dinary thing for Princes to keep con-
cubines; and though the vulgar should
be scandalized thereat, the more intel-
ligent wouid doubt of the truth, and
prudent persons would approve of this
moderate kind of life, preferable to
adultery aud other brutal actionos.
There is no need of being much con-
cerned for what men will say, pro-
vided all goes right sith couscience.
So far do we approve it and in those
gircumstances only by us specifled;
for the TGospel hath npeither recalled
nor forbid what was permitted in the
law of Moses with respectto marriage.
Jesus Christ has not changed the ex-
ternal economy, butadded justice only,
and life everlasting for reward. e
teaches the troe way of obeying God,
and endeavors to repair the corraption
of nature. o

Your Highmess hath therefore, in
this writing, not only the apprebation
of us all in case of necessitf'
jng what you desire, but also the re-
flectlons we have made thereupon; we
beseech you to weigh them as becom-
jng a virtnous, wise and Christian
Prince. We also hee of God to direct
all for His glory and your Hlghoess'
salvation.

Given at Witbember% the Wednesday
after the feast of St. Nicholas, 1359,

[Signed] MaARTIN LUTHER,

P PriLiie MELANCTON,

MarTIN BUCER,
ANTONY CORVIN ADaN,
JoHN LEVIGUE,
JUsTUs WINTEERTE,
DENNKIS MELANCTON."?

Ministers of this century wkho claim
the great reformers, Who signed the
foregoing letter, ag their prototypes
and as the beacon lights along ~the
shores of the sixteenth century and the
founders of religious [iberty now
enjoyed by jssenting  Chris-
tians, Wax eloquent against
the Mormons and polygamy, while
their tongues are silent 88 death in re-
lation to harlotry and the vilest sexual
corruptions festering Ja_their own
ueighgorhood. They are like rivuiets
that become rivers and swell into
oceans. They grow te be the damning
sins of the age; corrupt life’s issnes
and curse the race with the foulest
diseases. 0, ve degenerate represen-
tatives of Luther, Melancthon and the
noble reformers wbo have honestly
sought to reform and elevate mankind
and lead them back to nature and to
God? Why do ye condemn polygamy
and the practices of propbets and

atriarchs whon (if the Bible be true)
Eod approved, blessed and honored.
‘How can you be silent on prostitution
and tactly allow it to exist under the
diguified name of *'necessary evil”
when it ig rhriving around your very
‘homes and has already become a great

catse in the clties you iphabit, gather-
ing in its folds the innocent and most
beautjul women in the land and drag-
glng ther down to premature death
a.ncfto fill 8 dishonered grave. If ye
are what ye claim to be: watchmen on
the towers of Zion and guardians of
the people’s morals and raise not your
voice against the damning sins of the
age, how will ye answer God {n the day
of judgment? Hear what David O.
Allen says, the cslebrated Christian
missionaryof 25 years in India in his
book published as late as 1856: *'Sup-

osing now that any Hindoo, or Mo-
gamegan. or Jew, who has several
wives to whom fe has been legally
married, should give evidence of pieiy
and wish to make a public profession
of Christianity, wbat shall be done in
respect to his 'folygamy? In contract-
ing these marriages he violates oo ians
of the countty and no laws of God, as
be nnderstood them any more than
Jacob and Elkanah did in marrying two
wives or than David didin marrying a
yet larger number. This man canpot
divorceany of his wives, if he wounld;
and it wonld be great injustice an
cruelty to them and their children if he
should. He cannot annaol his legal ob-
ligatiens to provide for them. He is
bound, morally and legally, to support
them while professing Hindoo, Mo-
hammedan or Jewish religion, and his
huving become a Christian, and em-
braced a purer faith, wlll not release
him from these obligations, in view of
the English government and couorts or
of the native population. Should he
put them sway, or all but one, they
will still be le aily his wives, and cau-
not be married to any other nan. And
further, they have done nothing to de-
gerve such unkindness, cruelty and
disgrace at his hands.

In a speech of the Hon.J. G. Blair,
of Missouri, in the House of Repre-
sentatives, Feb, 17, 1872, we find the
following lancuage used: ‘*Marriage
betng of divine orlgin, und the con-
tract of marriage originatiog ln & state
of mnature, we must go to the
carllest and most anocient histories
to learn whatfit is. Mr. Speaker,
in a state of nature we find 1t monoga-
amons and polygamous. Upon almost
every page of the old Bible we find

olygam‘y written. Not only 8o, the
%H}le ives us marriage in & more de-
testable form, hy a hundredfold, than
in Utah. Utah bas ir.sdpolyga.my; the
Bible its polygamy and concubinaze.
By tradition marriage, in a state of
nature, has been polygamous, sod con-
tinues 80 to this day. By divine law
we find It commencing with Lemech,
38,875 year before Christ,and conceding
for the sakeof srgument, that It ceased
in the da
a gpace oI 3,925 yeuars,
approval of God.

ow, sir, I amn prepared to spbmita

by the express

proposition to Christians and students
of moral philosophy: *“If'jt be true
that moral principles never cnanlge and
that marriage is based on moral prin-
ciples, andjthat if it be truc?that polyg-
amous marriages existed for 3,925 vears
orja leas period by the approval of God‘
is polygamy merally right or wrong?'
Bt polygamy traces Itsell forther
down than that. While we have no ex-
press accouut of it in the New Tests-
ment, it 18 equally troethat we have no
express prohibition of it therein. In
this ophﬁon I am not only sustained by
many divines bot by the anthor of the
New American Encyclopaedia. Hesays
In volume thlrt.eenz age 405, in epeak-
ing of polygamy, ‘*There are no posi-
tive injunctions ln the Bible agulpst
the practice.”

Mr. Speaker, between 1853 and 1836,
a number of ministere of the Gospel,
sent &s missionaries to India, and be-
longing to the Baptist, Congregational,
Methodist and Presbyterian churches,
assembled in Csleutta in convention
and declared that polvzamous mar-
riages were not coutrsry to dlvine
]aw:)s;' (D. O, Allen on India, page

, concern- | 601

If s conventlon of Baptist, Metho-
dist, Congregutlons] and Presbyterian
ministers in Calcutta, have declared
that polygamons marriages were not
contrary to divine Jaw, why do the
ministers of these same denominations
in America denounce it as being both
against the law of God and the law of
man, and indeed their effort and in-
fluence have obtalned what man-made
laws now exist against po]yé;amly in
this natipn. They haveadepted polyg-
amy as their war cry against the Mor-
mons, and they prodace It in along,
loud wail every time ther ask Coa-
£ress to‘gass specizl iegislutlon against
them, hat 2 striking difference be-
tween these ministers of this nine-
teenth century and the prophets and
ministers who throogh God were the
authors of the Bible. The former be-
lieved in and practiced polygamy, but
denounced bharjotry an unisned §t
with death, and the latter {while pre-

tending to . believe in  and
to be -goided by this same
Bible,) denouacce  polygamy two
thousand miles away from them

while they have no word of reproof for
harlots and houses of ili-fame found in
the cities and neighborhoods 1o which
they live. Bible considerations aloue
should he sufficient to prevent all he-
lievers in it from persecuting the Mor=
mons on acconnt of pelygamy: and the

icg every individoal that forms an jn-
tegral part of this nation the free ex-
ercise of his religion, aud forbiddin
Congress to make any law that woul
interfere with his right ol apy indi-

cient cause to hinder any citizen faiom
})ersecutin-.z guother oo accouct of re-
igious differences. If & man believes
thut it i8 best for him to be without a

%'s of the Apostles, it covered |
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more wives, providing be can find
wowen that are like minded, it
is  pobody's business, The Con-
stitution says that “)ife and the pur-
suit of happiness are Iree to all.”
Every man and ;every woman has the
right tu choose his or her own
ath if no one else be injured
n that cholce. To hinder them
would be to rob them of a
constitutional right. In some coun-
tries in Enrope statistics show only
about one marrisgeable woman 1n
thaee that is married, and even in po-
lygumic conntries they do not ail find
opportunities to marry. Notwith-
standing all the polygamy that exists
in Utzah in the older settlements, hun-
dreds of women who bave been mar-
riazeable for years still remain single.
Polygamie countries have less prosti-
tution and less) sexual diseases than
the monogamic. The Latter-day
Baints believe that polygamy will make
them physically and morally pure in |
this life and give them greater glory in
the life to come, ‘There IS nota people
on earth more free from sexual sins
than the Lutter-day Ssints are, or that
live nearer the  principles that
governed the  intercourse of the
sexes jn anclent Esraci when God Jed

= 1

seemed by common consent to be the I
chairman. Mrs. Wells is the ploral
wife of Gen. D. IH. Wells, who was

counselor to Brigham Yoong. Mrs,
Wells was born” a  Puritzn - In
Massachusetts, bot  was con-
verted with ber mother and

went to Nauvoo, 1ll., in 1844, acd was
married in Salt Lake City in 1852. Dr.
Ellen B. Ferguson was born in Cam-
bridge, England; was married in Lon-
don, and came to thls country in 1860,
and went to Salt Lakein 1875, In con-
sequence of embracing the Mormon
faith in Ilinois. Her husband dled in
1830, and both  were Mormons, bnot
were never in polygamy. Mrs, Emily
S8, Richards and Mrs. Josepbine R.
West wereborn io the Morimon Cnurch
of parents who lived in polygamy.
They and their husbands are all Moz-
mons but do not practice poiyzamy.
‘Chey are young women, haviog each
been married several vears, und have
bad nuwerous children, and Mrs.
Weat hus an infant with her.

In answer to a question concerning
thg{ijr misslon to the capital Mrs. Wells
54 :

“Qur mission to Washington at this
Prescot time is to present memorials
which we brooght ourselves, being

them by His own volce. The faith has

of sexual intercourse outside the mar-
riage relation 18 worthy of death. All
are required by their religion to kee
%'hedlr private record pure and unsul-
ie

Ia addition to the constitutional rea-
sons for non-interference with the
Mormons }in_pursuing their religious
coanvictions there i still auother thut
oupht 1o scttle the matter,

Whon'the Saints came to Ttsh this
was Mexican 8oil. The United States
afterwards took it by conquest and en-
tered into a treaty with Mexjco which
fully covers the whole ground and is
binding upon Congress, upenthe courts
and upon every citizen of the United
Stutes to respect it. .

Hon. J. G. Blalr, speaking of this
treaty, sald: **Mr, Speaker, there isan-
other point in connection with this
subject which I shall now notice, snd
which aside from every other cousid-
eration, in my opinion settles this mat-
ter forever. In section onse, article
nine, of our treaty with Mexico, we
expressly stipnlated that the people
upon toe ceded territory should be
'grqtected in the free enjoyment of
their hberty and property and secured
in the free cxercise of their religion
without restrictions.! (U. S. Biatutes
atlarge, page 030. The treaty says the
Morinons shall be secure in the free
exercise of ‘their religion.’ °I cmpha-
size the expression ‘their religlon;"
and not only that, but that trealy suys

wife Jet him remain single. Ifa men
belleves that he ought to marry one or

they shall be protected in the free ex-
ercise thereoi ‘without restriction,"
Webster detines religion to be ‘any ays-
tem of faith and worship; as the re-
ligion 'of the -Turks, of Hindoos, of
Christians; trne or fulse religion.” |
Webster i considered to be the nighest
authority on lapguage in the United
Btutes and if his dettnition of the term
religion be correct Congress has gone
far beyond its bounds upd authority in
Rassing the law of 1862, against the

formions, on account of pol}‘gamf.and
in (oing so they ¥lolated not only the
Constitation that every member there-
of has sworn to support, bnt they also
violated the positive terms in section
one, article nine of the treaty with
Mexico. Do Inot Edmunds fjand his
colleagues know this? If they do not
they are not 1it to be penators, and if
they bave Lkunowlngly trmampled on
the Conpstitution and viojated the
treaty with Mexico, to gratify a de-
sire to Join in a neli'gions persecatlon
against the Mormouns, they are still less
fit fer their positions, and nistory will
record their names with the infamous
Jeffreys, and the merciless persecutors
of the brave men who snffered and per-
ighed at the stuke for the cause of the
reformation, in the sixteenth and sev-
eénteegth centnries. History and ex-
perience prove that lust of power aod
religions intolerance overstep all
bounds of prondence. Constitutions
and tresties form no batvriers to re-
ligious blgots, and their cruel and in-
human deeds, when, on the wheels of
fortnne, they happen to ride into
power. But eternal justice follows
with unerring tread the path of the
tyrant thut only wants the power to
rob hia Brother man of life, liberty,
and the purswit of bhappiness. -
ExpyaioxN.

SMORMON” WOMEN IN WASH-
INGION.,

Fromthe National Repudblicen of Wash-
Ington.

]
SEEXING REDRESS FOR WRONGB—

sunk deep into the hearts of the Saints [ the Senate and the House.
that the man or woman that 18 gulity | was delivered to the Chief Magistrate

properiy accredited, for the President,
The tirst

on April 3d, when we had an interviesw
with him; that to the Senate was pre-
sented by MryBlair on the §th. He
was aelected becanse he voted agaiust
the Edmunds blll, and is besides a
womnan suffragist, and ex-Gov. Loog,
of Massachusetts, who i3 u suffragist
also, has'charge of the decument for
the House, which has not yet been re-
ferred to the judiciary commmittee. In
the Senate the memorial was allowed
to lie on the table, and aPpeared infull
in the Record of April 77

“Haviny presented youor memorial,
what do you propose to do further in
the matter?*'

*"We shall do zll 1n our power to
correct the evil and sensational re-
ports that are being dajly disseminated
among the geo le of the east from the

ulpit and by the press. We have some

ooks and pamphlets which we will
ladly zive to inquirers, aud we invite
nvestigation, and are-reéady to answer
questions.”

*"WWhat is the condition of affairs in

Utahthat compelsyon tomake this pro-
test???
- “The Edmunds Jaw, waoich was
passed in 1882, sald Dr. Fergu:on,
with & view of prohibiting and dolug
awa¥ with polygainy, has been the
means of iuflicting moch suffering
upon the people who do not come
within the penul scope of the law,
through the maladministration of of-
ficials. As will be seen from our
memorial we complain that young
chlidren are broonght ioto c¢oart and
plied with indecent questions; tender
women in delicate health are asked
impertinent and insolting questions in
court,and meny of the l.adiug en
and priests of Mocrmonlsm are driven
into hiding by the exactiovs of the of-
ficlals, ‘The juries are composed of
men known to be antagonjstic to Mor-
roouism, and no Mormon is permitted
t¢ sit vpon juvies. The men &nd Wom-
en living in polygamous marriage have
heen disenfranchised,but monogamons
Mormoops, men and women, sti1il vote.
It is not true that the women vote at
the dictation of Mormon oftficials. The
ballot is secret and no one has auy
meafs of knowing how anotiler votes,
The Gentile ring in Utab,* continned
Dr. Ferguson, “*is not making a cru-
sude against polygamy, but is agitating
matters and maving tor adverse legis-
lation in order to get the local and
elective otlices of the territory under
theirjcontrol. The elective and territor-
ia! oflices are now all held by Mormons.
Should the ring succeed in disfran-
chising mopogamous Mormops, al-
though greatly in the minority, they
would manipulate territorial affairs w
snit themselves. All we can do to foil
the political conspirators is to colight-
en pnblic sentiment on all that per-
talus to Mormons and Mormonism."

In reply to a guestion as to what
made the Church of the Latter-day
Safints 8o fascinating to women, Mrs,
Wells resamed, " We teel that the doc-
trines are the truth, and feel like cling-
ing vo them at any sacrifice. 1 kpnow
there iz more liberty for women in the
Mormon Church than in any other in
the world. The women vote not only
upon all political questions, but upon
retigious tepets as well, We belleve in
a pre-existence, and futnre state of
progression, and the discipline oi
plural wives is & corrective to supreme
selfishness. The great wrong Con-
eressis doing in enforcing the Ed-
munds law is the breaking up of fami-
lies, the ruin of hearts and howes, and
disgracing the women and makipg
their children outcasts.

‘‘Mormons believe that 8 man can

CORRECTING EVIL AND SENSA~
TIONAL REPORTS ABOUT
MORMONDOM,

It is kEnown to comparstively few

mother’s love is not contined to one
chlld," said Mrs. Richards. ‘‘My hus-
band and I talked the matter all over
before marriage. We both came from
parents who lived in polygamy, but we
were the children of Lhe first wives and
no Mormon youth would marry a girl

people, perhaps, that there 8 1 com-
mission ol Morinon women from Utah
in the city. They seek redress for

clause in tihe Constitution zuarantee- | wrongs, in the names of over 2,000 {brought ©

ladies who assembled at Salt Lake
City In mass meeting, March G, 1885, |
representing the wives, mothers, sis-
ters and danghters of the whole Terri-
tory. A Republican representative met

viduai or ¢ommunity should be suffi- | the commission by appointment at the

headquarters on Grant Place yesterday
aiteruoon, and eonfronted four well-
favored, apreeable and inteliigent
women. Mrs. Emmelioe I3. Wells, the
editor of the Woman's Exponent, pub-
lished semi-monthly st Balt LakeCity,

who wasnot a good Mormon in all thay
the word implies. We were born ana
in thechurch, and when
we artived at years of respousibility
we Adopted the faith as our own. We
have seen the power given the Saints;
that the Lord prospered them in tem-
poral things as well as in spiritual
things.”

Mrs. West is the daughter of an
apostle of the church, aud avers that

she had a score of cbildren, wonld
bring them all up te be Latter-day
Salpts. She is enthusiastic about the
superior principles of her veligion, and

love more than one woman just as 1N

says Mormons are not living for the'
present only, bat for the glory of eter.
nity, and are willing to make sacriticeg
here for the future exsltation.

Mr. F. 8, Kichards is io the city with
his wife. He is attorney for the Mor-
mon church znd attorney for Salt Lake:
City, and ig here Lo argue a case in the
Supreme Court.

Mr. Joseph A. West isalso here, with
his wife. He is here on leglsfntlve
business,

g
THE NEW ZEALAND MISSION.

BTATISTICS RELATING THERETO,

By courtesy of Brother F. D. Rich-
ards we are permitted to make the fol-
lowipg extracts from a levter just re-

ceived by him from President W. T.
Stewart, of the New Zealand mission.
It is dated Gisborn, March (2, 1856

On the 8th nltimo we closed a most
successful and  enjoyable three
days' Conlerence, which was well at-
tended, having putive representatives
trom all parts of the [sland where wa
have branches except the Wairarapa.

The reports® showed a very fuvorable
condition of the various Conferences
or districts, and it was gratifying ip-
deed to see the inteliigence and un--
derstanding, :nd the great earnestness
manifested by so many of onr native
Saints.

There were eleven of the Utah
Elders present at the Conference, all
enjoying good health excepting E.f]liﬁ.
who bas not been robust since his ar-
rival in tuls land; however he, to-
gether with the others, were enjoyiug
themselves very much, and I believa
that all or nearly ali of the Elders hera
feel very thankfpl that thelr mission-
ary fleld has failen in this part of the
world,

Qur statistical report shows 23
Elders and 2 Sisters from Utah. Of the
local Priesthood there are 34 Elders; 78
Priests, 43 Teachers and 21 Deuacons,
also 1,113 members, who, added to thej
406 children under eiglhr. years of age,
make 1,549 a5 a4 total number of souls
ut the last of Japuary, and there have;
been enough added since 10 make the;
nuwmber up to 1,500. Three hundred
and seventy-tive were baptized and 13(
blessed during the last six months;
ajlso 30 were excommunicaied, and
there were 18 deaths ugainst 21 blrths,
During the'same period 1our persons
emigrated; two Elders, were ruleased;{

ETC.

and five arrived. The Exuropeans
number about the same as before. We
have one school, flourisbing under the
management of Sister Scars., Efforts
in this directien _are highly satislac-i
tory. Our other slster is located io
the Waikato, but it will likely bo some
tlme yet before they will bave 2 school
in operation there.

I mwade o trial effort at translating
the Book of Mormon iato Mzori, hav-
ing Elder Wzra ¥. Richards and
hulf caste (native Elder) as n.asla\.unts,i,
but I soon tound that he was lacking;
1o an vnderstanding of English, as we
were In Muaori so that our wrok was
not very eatisfactory. It is im-
possible to procure any patlve edu.
cated in hisown lapguageas they hasve
no schools bere for that purpose;
The native langnage itself is more or
less deficient,and it will require &8 mos
thorough |acquaintance with its Idio-
matic construction to enable a transig-
tor to convey the teachings of 3o im-
portant & work as itLe Book of Mormon
ln thiat forcible mapner desired, It
secms to me that by deferring 1ts trans-
lation for a year or so It will insure
better translation, and, of course, t.h:
best that can be had is desired.

I understand that there are oae o
two who have joined the Church in thﬁ
Waikato who are better acquainted
with the Enelish langusge than any we|
have bhere. 8o, when they have timeto
acquaint themselves with the principle
of the Gospel they willi be efficient
+ielps in the work of translation.

e two Elders labm'lngin Southland
and the one in Anstralia do not report
ranch proeress amopg the whites, and
there are o few important sectious of
conotry inhabited by Mgaoris that do
not seem a8 yet prepared for the Gos-
pel, and one place wnere we meet very,
bitter upposilion. Aside from this we
all feel that the mission js in o very
flourishlng condition.* s

LAND JUMPING,

A DESPICABLE BUBINESS FOR PERBONI
PRETENDING TO BE LATTER-DAY
SAINTS TO BE ENGAGED IN,

MorGganw County, May 5, 1836,
Editor Deseret News:

Belleving a few lines penned to the
EWs, glving a sho rt sketch of theex-
perience we are now gaining, might be
of some benefit to other settlements
that are sitnuted about as we are, I.
send the following:

Nature has 80 arranged matters as to
make our valley very narrow, with:
sloping hills on either side, which have,
hitherto provided ns with a very good
rapge for stock. When government
bad our land surveyed, we fonnd in
many instunces that a few ucres we had
been using, wereln sectiovs or quarter
sections that lay entirely in the hills,
and were of no value except for graz-
ing purposes. The people beius gen-
erally poor, thought they could pof
afford to purchase so much waste Jsod
in order to get the few aces
that were good, until such tlwes
as they should be better grepnred; and
&rnoone wonld be likely to boythe

hille in order to get thelr little plece of



