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REMARKS
By President JOHN YOUNG. at the funeral of
his sister Fanny Young, June 12, 1859,

[REPORTED BY G. D, WaATT.]

[ will make a few remarks on the occasion
which has called us together te ‘pay our last re-
spects to oursister,

There is something solemn in these duties. 1
feel willing to acknowledge the hand of God in
this as I do'in all other prividences.
said to be the king of terrors, and I believe that
most of the human family feel a terror of death.
We part with cur friends, see them struggle in
the last pangs of nati're, and ye! 1n such scenes
there ig somethirg which gives joy, consolation,
and satisfaction to our hearts,

The gospel of salvation revesled by the minis-
try of angels to the Prorhet Joseph Smith in the
last days, which we have become scquainted with,
has measurably taken away 1he sting of death,
and allayed the fears so dissgreeable to the great
majority of the human family. Our sister has
paid the last demunds of the penalty, “dus<t thou
art, and unto du-t thon must return.”” This lot
awaits us all, and ere lone we must pay the Jebt.

Do I feel to mourn? Yes, I feel to mourn on
this occasion, as I have done on many other like
occasions in the course of my life. Forty four
years ago to-day I mourned the loss of our
mother, when we laid her in the silent tomb.
Bince that time the head of the family has depart-
ed from this life. and now our sister Fanny has
gone to the spirit world.

The greatest th ng | have on my mind is to go
order my life and apply my heart unto wisdom
in honoring the holy Priesthood, and the religion
of Jesus Chnist, that I may be prepared, s our
gister was, lo meet my last momente, My heart
is comforted, when I realize the blessing of ihe
everlasting goepel, that we have a hope full of
immortality and eternal life. We do not mourn as
those who have no hope, bnt we rejoice and con-
template the time as not being far distant when
we shall again embrace our friends in that land
where death, sickuess, und sorrow will have no
dominion over us. My praver, from day to day,
is that I may be constanily prepared to rest in
those mansions which are prepared for the fuith-
ful children of God.

In the world we have tribulations, and we re-
joice in them, for they prepare us for a gloricus
resarrection. We mist go, one after another;
and I sometimes think that it would be rather
moe pleasant il a number of the Saints could go
togsther, but this does not seem to be the orcer
of heaven. 1 rejoice when I contemplate that
in the morning of the resurrection I am to meet
my kindred spirite, my father. mother, brothers,
sisters, and the Suints of the Most High, to part
no more.

My exbortation to my brethren and wsis‘ers is
to live our religion, that we may be prepared for
the society of the blessed; that we may have the
testimony of Christ within us continually, and
know that we are born of ‘God and are heirs of
salvation according to the promise made te the
faithful. When we have this testimony, we have
a great boon of heaven. My prayer is that we
may all so live as to keep the tes'imony of Jesus
within ug, for we know not the day, hour, nor
minute when we may be exllad upon to pass the
vail and enter into another s'age of zction which
18 now unknown to us. Mauy of our brethren
and friends are taken, as it were, in a moment.
and it bebooves us to be ready to be looking for
the coming of the Son of Man, who is to appear
unto his Saints without sin unto salvation—that
we mav be prepared to ineet him.

I rejoice exceedingly before God that the gos-
pel of salvation has been re.ealed in these last

days, and for the principles of the kingdom of

God which have been revealed by his servants
from time to time, that we can know as the an-
cient Saints knew, and come to an understanding
of the principles of salvation. I do not feel in
regard to the things of this world, ner that which
i8 to come, as | used to before I became acquain-
ted with the principles of salvation. 1 feel solemn,
and yet I feel to rejoice. These providences call
upon me, upon you, to do our work right as we
pass along,and to reckon with ourselves—under-
stand what we are about, and how things are
between us and our God. Let usdo right all the
time, for if we doa wrong. we must make it
right, or make restitution. Let us have the per-
fection of righteousness wi hin us continually.
This gives us comfort, joy, and consolation, and
we are prepared at all times for anything and
everylhing that awaits us here in this vale of
teara.

[ have been called upon to part with my father,
mother, five sisters, and three daughters. All
my brothers are still alive. I never could weep
at the loss of my friende, but does this prove that
I donot feel? Notatall. I donotthink thata
man or woman that can weep on such occasions
feels as keenlv a8 those who cannot. When my
father died in Quiney, Il'inois, I was some seven
or eight hundred miles from that place. Though
so far from me, he bad been company for me
every day; and when 1 heard of s death I felt
lenesome for a whole vear, yet I eould not weep;
and I have been affected in like manner at the
death of all my friends who have died. I have
felt lonesome because I was deprived of their
society, and of their words of consolation ard
counsel which used to cheer me.

We feel the loss of our friends —we cannot
again mingle in their society here until after the
resurrection. They have fullen asleep — have
passed the vale of death—and we feel it. Yet we
feel to rejcice when one of onr friends is called
to lay down thebody. Though it was but yes-
terday since we saw our sister stroggle with the
last pangs of nature, I have realized to-day that
she is exulting in the society of the blessed—of
our beloved Prophet and kindred spirits who have
gone before in exploring the fields of paradise.
Multitudes of worlds like this woul! be no temp-
tation to sister Fanny to come back here and

Death is!

—
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i ten weeks before Fer death it pleaced her toshare ! iyform them how and by what means the mortal

-

suffer the stroggles of another mortal life, nor to
any other perton that makes their escape from
here. I rejoice in this, and the time is not far
distant when we must depart, but, thank the
Lord, we shall be togetheér there; and the time
will come when we shall again be together on
this planet, for I believe that this will be the
home of the Baiuts when it is celestialized. and
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By President Brigham Young, atthe funeral of
his Sister Fanny Young, Juune 12, 1859.
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Were we o conform to the traditions of our
fathers, the brothers ot sister Fanny would not
all things are fulfilled which have been promised. | be permitted to speak on this occas'on. Butis it

‘Let us stiive to make our escape as our be- | Wrong for a father to preach the funeral sermon
loved sister has, and like her live a life of right- | of his child?—or f+_ur a husband to prnnlch the
eousness, She sought earnesily to be prepared funeral sermon of his w fel—or for a bro‘her to
for the day when her «pirit shou'd be separated Ff'fﬁy.iqta n like manner for a sister? IFf eo, when:g-
from the mortal luban’?&rie, I know that she 1M 18 It wWrong or siniul? Four of Il!"ﬁ:l’ Fﬂllnf 8
fought a good fight aud finished her course with five brothers are _h'-'*fﬂ to-day, and I wish ”i*_m lo
joy. I know that she has kept the faith and, so|de all the preacling to be done on 1lis OSCRRION.
far as the deeds done in the body are concerned, | Our father long tince departed to the spiri
is prepared to enter into the rest that remaius for | World—he is not here to pive ﬂ“'{"'ﬂ' to his chil-
all who are faithful. dren. Brother Phineas resides in this eity, but

My prayer, in the name of Jesus Chrst, is|he is not here; and we, the four brothers who
that we may be prepared to follow her, and like &re present, have cesigned to sy what s to be
her fall a<leep in 1he arms of our Savior to meet ' *2 {, and to perform the funeral ceremonies of
and associate in the blesged woild where death  ©ur sister, in this respect.

has no dominion over us. Amen. It would gratify me to spend an hour or two
oo to exprees in part the numerous princip les, ideas,

inductions, and conunections belween the epirit
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By Pregident Joseph Young, at the funeral of

il mind on such jons as this., Many of
his sister Fenny Young, June 12, 1859, i stng g N e e 'y

you know that I especially delight to dwell upon |
such subjects, but I do not wish to occupy so
'much time now. We will muke our exercises

This may be a good vecarion to suggest a few | ghort, and to the pont, while we perform the
hints, and I cheerfully mccept the imitation to|last act of kindness that can be bestowed upon
mueke a few remerks. ' mortals.

Itizkind Yo pay that respect to our kindrrdl [t is enstomery to pay great respect to the
wlich is cuslomary among our 1eighbors and|dead; this I do, but how do I pay it? It isvery
brethren. 1t is a custom and a tradition simost | faghionable and customary to mourn deeply for
as sacred as I'PHEIGI"II, to altend on the occesion I the dead; and it 1s customary in some countries
of the funerai of a Iriend anc hear a sermon and | to hire mourners and ohserve mucll” ceremony
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prayers. 11ke this enstom, for upon such occa. upon the death and interment of relatives ard
sions tiuth is apt toce'tle down in the heart. friends. 1 wish to pay, ina stiictly fitting and J
[ am well acquainted with the history of sis- | decent manuer. the respect due to the remairs |
ter Fanny, for it fell to my let to be much of the | gf my sister Faunv, due in reference to the
time in the nr.-'tghburhund where she dwele. We 'resurrection of the very dust that will moulder in
cmﬂ_d see eachh o'her once a week and,often, once 'the ¢« flin before us.
a day, and mutually interest esch other inread- . If 1 am faithful to my religion, I shall see the
ing and conversa‘'ion, She wasa good reader, component parte that organized the body gathered
and of a devotional turn of mind. She had fine : together. When these parts are gathered togeth-
sympathies and keen sensibilities, yea, | may say |er fiom the elements. they will appear as sister !
that she was evercharged wi h them. as much so Favny, rotin mortal flesh, but in an immortal |
as, in this rude world, to cause her much unkap- |state.” When | meet her in he morning of the |
piness through taking the cares of this life to resurrection, she will hail me as one who has |
heart. 1 am sometimes glad that I bave no fiver 'acted the part of a brother, son, and protector;
feelings than I am now in the possession of,while ghe will hail me as her benefactor, and I nnw]
tubernacled in this body. wish 1o pay respect to her departure from this |
I always took pains to gratify sister Fanny’s 'sphere of action. We have made her as com- |
feeliogs, and I feel happy and much satisfied to- fortable as we could through lif<; we will honor
day that 1 took that course and helped, in some |her in death, and hope 1o be present when she is |
respects, 1o smooth her path through life by try- | resurrected. Now her body is subject to decom-
ine to please and comfor®ler when I saw her in | position, and will 1efurn to its mother earth to
ifilictions. Her other brothers, ber sisters, and |jemain until it sl all be called forth again,
friends have done the same, for she namslly en-| The orgarization of the human tabernacle is a

ligted the sympathies of all with whom she asgo- 'great mystery, but it would not be if we conld
ciated. Auad yet she suffered much on account | nee and understand.

of her fine toned temperament and her poor bod- | us and the syirituzl existence be rent, we should

ily health, | behold a greaier mystery in the organization of
Since her arrival in the valley she has been | the spirit.

nearly all the time in brother Brigham’s family,| Ag has been observed here, touching the ideas
rot because of any lack of brotherly feelivg for [that men have of the principles of eternal life,
her on the pert of her other biotheis,but because 'markiod have been valled in utter darkness, in
he had better accommecdations and more fecilites | which the great majority remain at this day.

fcr meking her comfortable. For some eight or | The wicked world i quire for the man who can

Could the vail between |

the hospitality of br. James McKuight, whose body and th
wife, sister Fanny's niece, took every pains to | yuited.
make her annt comfortable.as also did br. James,

e immortal spirit are so intimately
To say 10thirg of their organization, the

wisest and greatest phy:iovlogists have failed to
for which they huve my warmest feelings and | supply the information so earnestly sooght upon

thanke. 1 say this to gratify my own I'eelings.lthm subject. We see life spring into existence
They have done well, and I bless them all the | all around ue. Where is its fountain, and how |
time. Sister McKnight manifested toward her | js it originaled? It exists for a day, a night, a|
aurt the sympa hy and feeling of a daughter to | year, or an age, and it is goue, and who can say
her mother. And sister Eliza Young, the wife of | where?
our nephew William G. Young, acfed nobly to-| Who can tell what has become of the life that
wards her aunt Fanny during her last illness. I|dwelt in that tabernucle, causing it to think?
do not know that che slept at any time when she | —that lit up the eye with living fire, and caused
knew or felt that her aunt wanted anything. the mouth to utter forth wisdom? Can meorial
I donot wish to makea lengthy discourse.— ! man tell? Not unless he is ingpired by the Al-
This appears to be a day consecrated, and there | mighty and understends eternsl things. The
is a consecrated spirit here, and a holy, sacred | orizin of &l things is in eterr ity. Like a cloud
feeling. passing across a clear sky, like a bird that sud-
Sister Fanny was a Saint, and she waits in denly fl ts across our path, like a pure gushing
Paradise for the quickening of ber body. That is {stream from a hidden fountain that soon sinks in
the tate of all—we all must pass that ordeal and ' come mountain chasm, so, apparently, life
to me it is a joyful thought. Sinece we have be- flushes into this mortal existence and passes away,
come acquainled with the gospel and its holy prin-| I do not mourn for gister Fanny; I rejcice.
ciples, occasions like the present a:e not so grave | She has lived upwards of three score years and
as they used fo be before we heard a Prophet’s | ten, and exhibited the retention’ of sound sense
vcice revealing the glorious hope of the gospel of 1o her last days with us here. She said to her
peace, reaching and taking hold of things within ' gister Nancy, a chort time ago, *““If you hear of
the vail. When I contemplate these things they | my beir g dead before you come to see me again,
absorb every thought, every anticipation, and |Jei the first thing yon say be **hallelujah.” That
every feeling from mortal pursuits. The subject | remark, to me, evidences the retention «f sound
is lofty and soul-stirring, destioying the Jove of judgment. It alsoappears to me that very many
this world, and drawing out the affections after | of the Latter Day Seints are as far from good
that which is e'ernal, . |wholesome ideas and principles, touching their
What a glurh:ms 1hnughh that we shall again lrglfgni}f privi]p‘u, as the east is from the west.
erjoy the society of our friend=, of our fathers, They covet the riches of this world, craving to
mothers, brothers, gisters, children,and the Saiuts | gerve themselves—to satisfy the sordid dispo-
of Godj;that they will rise triumphant over death | sition within them. Had they the sense of an
and the grave. There the fine sensibilitics I alluded | angel and were they in possession of mountains of
to will be most perfectly sati-fied. Such consider- | sold heaped up higher and deeper, broader aud
a'ions fill my heart with joy. My hope is full of im- | Jonger than these mountsins on the esst and west
mortality and eternal life, and my heart is as|of us, they would sey, “that vast amount of gold
buoyant asa roe on the mountaine. 18 as nothing when compared with the privilege
I pray God, in the neme of Jesus Christ, to)of even living in this day and age of the werld
bless the brethren and risters, that we may live! when the gospel is preached.”
our religion continually, not only by the hour,| And when the Lord has committed his holy
ard by the day, but by the minute; and that eve- ' Priesthood to men on earth, without which no
'y breath we draw we may feel our dependence | mortal being can be prepsred to enter into the
upon God and never let sin step in between us | celestial kingdom of God, bow do many of the
and the shinirg countenance of our Father in| Elders treat 11?7 That question I do not wish to

o2
| 1n,

heaven, to bring us under the shades of condem- | answer, but | really wish that such persons would
nation, bnt that we may walk in the light as He |learn a little good sense. Generations have come
is in the light, that we may have fellowship one jand gone without the privilege of hearing the
with another and be prepared to dwell with Him ‘sound of the gospel which has come to you
and with his Son Jesus Christ eternally in the through Joseph Smith—that was revesled to him
heavens. Amen. from beaven by angels and visions. We have the
gospel and the keys of the holy Priesthood.

S ster Fanny has been taithfuly her spirit is
now in the spirit world. Where do you suppose
that world is? We used to tlink ard talk a great

— >
OR THE DEATH OF A BISTER,

Sister, thou wast mild and lovely,
Gentle as the summer breeze,
Plearant as the air of evening,

As it floats atmong the trees, deal about this suhject, i.quiring where heaven

is, and where is the heaven of beavens. Let me
tell you that sister Fanny cannot dwell there un-
til she obtuins her resu:rection, neither can any
other being. The spirit world I now refer to
pertains to this earth, so far as spirits who have
tabernecled, or may hereatter taberaacle here,
are concerned,

Sister Fanny was baptised for the remission of
sivs, and received the laving un of hands tor the
reception of the Holy Ghost. She lived accord-
ing to the piecepls ard ordinances that God has
revealed through his servant the Prophet, by
which men can be saved and brought back into
his presence. But is her spirit in the third
bheavens? No. Wilit gothere? Not until she
sgain possesses her bedy. Can she see the Lera?
Yes, if he unveils hiwself. Cun she converse
with avgels? Yes, if they are sent to eonverse
with her, Is she in paradise? Yes. Where do
the spirite of the wicked go? 7To the same place
or Kingdom pertainirg to this earth, They do
not go to the depths of hell, neither can they until
they become angels of devils.

Is » Saint subjec' to the power of the devil in
the spirit worlo? No, becanse hie bas gained the
viclory through faith and can comiwand Satan,
aund he must obey. How is it with the wicked?
The devil has power over them fo distress and
efflict them; they are in hell. Can the angels
of heaven adminster 1o thrm? Yes, if they
are sent to do so. What can be doune for
them? The epirit of sister Fanny, and the spirit
of every man and woman, who has died in the
faith of the gospel, since it has been restored,
will have the power to teach those wicked spirits,
and all who have gone to the spirit world with-
ou! having heard the gospel in the flesh, and say
to them, if you will now répent and believe, the
Lord will even now provide the means that you
may be «fliciated for on 1he earth, in those ordi-
nanices 1bal must be atiendea to here. Sister
Fanny can do geod in her capacity and calling,
as well as Joseph, the Prophet, can in his. He
will held the key<s he will rule, govern and coi,-
trol all things in the spiritwal world, pertaining to
this dispensation, until be has finished his work.

1 do not wish to cecupy muech of the time,
but when I &m led to speak on these points I am
much interested. How few there are who un-
deistand how hard it is for a man’s eyes to be
opened, How few of the Elders of this chureh
pre‘er the nterests of the kingdom of God to
their worldly interests. With far too many it is,
“My family; my faim is going to wreck; my
store is neglecled; my business must be attended
and I+t the kirgdom of Ged tuke care of
itself,  Such men wil! reman in darkness.

To possess and retzin the spirit of the gospel,
gather lsrael, 1edeem Zion, and save the woild
must be attended to first and feremost, and
should be the prevaling desire in the hearts of
the First Presidency, of the Elders of Israel, and

of every cflicer in ile church and kingdom of

Gol,

The Lord commands, contro's, and governs.
A litile more faith in the name of Jesus Christ,
and [ can say to my enem:es, be thou rebuked
and stay thou there. I then cean say to the
power of the devil, be thou 1ebuked; and to evil
spirits, come not within these walls, and they
could not enter. A litile more faith and, by way
of comparison, I can say to my wheat and eoru,
grow, and commaund the heavens o shed forth
rain.

Suppose that the whole people conld see things
as they are, they would soon be able te contrcl
the elemen's by the power of their faith. This
people, since we believe that they are in the
kingdom of God, must so live as to gain power
and faith to control, @}l thivgs of a perishable
nature, and thus prepare themeelves 1o endure
for ever and eve ; while every other creature will,
ere long, return to its native element.

~)

I am very much obl ged to my friends for call-
ing fo pay their reepecis to the living and the
dead. We did not expect many here, for I have
not a house laige encugh 1o hold all the relations
of our sister Fanny. To convene them in a
building we would have to go to the Tabernacle.
She hus many relatives, ana I am increasing the
number of mine every day, through inducing
people to increase in laith. The spirit of the
holy gospel is going to the east, the west, the
north, and the scuth, snd no power can hinder it;
aud the feelings of many are taking hold of the
principles of eiernal life, and there is no power
that can hinder it. And 2ll those who believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ with all their hearts,
and believe that Juseph Smith was sent of God,
repent of their sins, are baptized for the remis-
sion of sins, and then live their religion, the seme
“is my father. my mother, my sister, my bro-
ther.” In reality I have no other connections on
the face of this earth. If my blood kin would
not believe the gospel, I should be as much
alienated from them, in my feelings, as I am
from the people of the Chinese nation. There

are thousauds in the church now, and we are
brethren and sisters.

I say, bless the people;
and sisters. I ack my Father, in the name of
Jesus Chris'y to bless you évery day. [ am
looking for the time when I shali g2y, be thou
blessec, and we shall be blessed, ard the powers
of eaith ard hell will stand afsr off end be re-
buked at the command of the Pricsthood.

How far we are beueath oor privileges!
What! rejcice when a Saint dies? Yes. Mourn
when a Saint dies? No. There is no feelir g of
mournii g Within me, though every living friend,
wife, child, brother, sister, cousip, sunt, und
uncle of mine were lyiug before us as sister
Fanny does now. 1 would sl out, hallelvjah.
“Would you not mourn?” No. The world js
before me. and I can gather all the fathers ard
molhers, brothers and gis'ers, wives, children
und friends that I wish srcuud me. That is the
wey | fee!s glorv, hallelujah.

Sister Vilate Kimbull knows that T felt so when
I buried Miiaw, my first wife, Heber C. ard
Vilate Kimball were as kind to me at that time,
when | was a strunger and perviless, as I have
been to sister Fanny. My beart suid, ballelujah,

God bless my brethren



