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cbalience, willout whicl; citizenship

in the Kingdom of Heavuu cannot hel

obtained. And for all these purposes,
the Mosnic law is perfeet. It proves
the infinite wisdom of iis Originator,
beeause its  various provisions are
perfeetly ndapted fo the obtaiuing of
the object in view. We glill see the
eflects of these laws iu lhe Helirew race
of today. Who worships Cod with
more Teverence than an arthodox Jew,
who does not even dare {o pronoutice
the nameof the Almighty for fear of
profaning §?  Who lhas kept himself
more {ree from idelatry than Lhe Jews?
And where winoug the natious can we
find motetrue brotherhond than among
the descendauts of Israel? A codeof
Inwe, so ancieut. aml {hat has liad the
power of giving to n natlou such
mwarked characteristics is worthy of
more thau comwmon attention,

Iu this .an | subsequent articles we
propose to give an outline of the
Mosaic Law in ils three divisions,
Civit Law, Uriminal Law aml Cerc-
monial Liaw.

Tho siatutes wiieh deal with the re.
lations of man witl man are ¢l
Clvil Law, Fawmily relations, neigh.
borly intercourse aud naliounl trans-
actions ares o be considered under this
head. According!y, we will first give
an oulllne of tue laws relntiug tu
marriage.

One of the mast prominent provi-
stons in the Mosaiclaw i3 the ona pro.
hibiting the peojte from intermarringe
with the surrounding (entile nations,
The passage forbidding it reads:

*“And when tho Lord thy God shall de-
liver theni{tbo Gentiles) before thee thou
shalt sniite themr and uderly doitroy
them, thou shalt ;ake no covenant with
them, nor abow merey unto them: Neit/-
er shalt thow make marriages with theny
thy daughter thon shalt not give nnto
his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take
unio thy son, o & " For 1hon
arta hoiv people unto the Lord thy God,
The Lord thy Giod has chosen theo to be
a4 apecial people unto bimsalf, above il
people that are upon the luce of the
earibh.”  Deut. 7, 2—6.

Anoug the surrounding uations and
nlso among the Kgyptians, iucest was
commou, butb the Mosaic law prolilits
the marringe of any unear of lkin.
The following nare specified in the
prohibition : A father,

gon’s daughter, or thy danghtet’s
daughter, thy father’s wife’s daughter,
father’s sistes, mother’s sister, fatherta
brother and his wife, danghter-iu-law,

and brother’s wife. To thisisalso alded | was diflerent.
a prohibitivn fromn marryiog u woman | be held more than seven years.

and her danghter, her son’s daughter
and her daaghteria daugliter, fiev. 18,
6—17.

Coneing, however, wera permitted to
marry ascording to the following:

motlisr, | a8 property, and there are numerons
father’s wife, sister, a Jdaughter of thy | pravisions reiating tothem. There were
father, duughter of thy nother, thy | two kinds of elaves:

I

“Even as the Lord commanded Mosos,
=0 did the danghtern of Zelophehad, for
Mahlah, Tirzah and Hoglah and Mileah
and Noab, the daugblers of Zelophehad,
wero married o tbeir father’s brothor's
sons. Numb. 36, 10, 11.*

A special provigion is made for girls
having property. 1f a nian died with-
out a son, his inheritanoe iu the coun-
try passed to hizs daughters and
thess were then restrieted to mnarry
someone of Lheir own tribe and,
if possible, of their own family. This
provigion was to prevent the possibil-
ity of the property passing from one
tribe to another. \What had originally
Leen given to a tribe should remain
threre. None wasallowed to*aceumu-
lute wealth by impuverighing others.
Numbh. 38, 5, 6.

Undder certain circumatances a man
was allowed to give his wife n *‘hitl of
divoree’ and send her out of his houss.
Thedivorced wife had liberty to take
another hughand. But if she agrin be
divorted or hecawie n widow, the first
huband could not murry her ngain.
Deut, 24, 1-4.

A peruliar provision is made for a
wilow who had v children:

“If bretbren dwell Logether, and one of
thems die and have no ehild, vhe wife of
tho dend shall not mur?' a ttranger; her

. . -
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husband's™brother ahal

tuke hov 10 wife  * * and
it shall be, that the firstborn shatl suc-
eeed 1n the nane of his brother which is
dead, that ivia name be not put ont ot Is-
rach,  Beut. 25, 5-10.

Bhould the man refuse to comply
with this law, the womsn was to bring
him beforg the iSldera, amd if he still
refused, she was to ““loose hiashoe from
off his foot and spit in his faee,* the |
grontest insult that could be oflered 1o
an Ordental, A aan thus treated was )
defamed forever iu {8rael.

A high priest could wot marry any
bt & virgin,

Fortheerownof theannointing oilof his
Qod is upon him: I am the Lord. And he
shall inke a wife in her virginity. A widow,
or adivoreed woinu, or proiane, or fu
hariot, these shall he no% take: but he
smll 1akoa virgin of his own people to
wite. Leov. ¥, 1214,

These are syme of the principal laws |
relating lo marringe. Those referring |
to properiy may now be briefly out-
lined.

The Mosaic Iaw

recognizes slaves

Hebrews who
ha:l voime into bondage throtigh pover-
ty, nnd Gentiles captured in war, or
bought.

'Fhe duration of the time of bonduge
A Hebrew could not

"When thoa buy a Hebrew servant,
six years he shall serve: and in the
gsavent he shall wo put free for nothing,
1fhe camain by himself, he shall go ont
by himself: if he were inarvied, then
his wife shall go out wilth him. If his
maaster bave given him a wite, and she
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bave born,bim sonr or danghters, the
wife and her cbildren shall he her mas-
ter's, and he sbmll go out by himsell.”
Ex. 21, 2-4.

Another provision is that

¢ Wien thon seudest him out free from
three, thon shalt not let hilm go away
empty: Thou shalt furnish him liberally
out of thy flock, and out of thy floor aud
out of thy wine-press: of that where-
with the Lord thy God hath blessed these
thow ahalt giveunto him.”” Deatt. 15,13,14.

Should 2 slave at the end of the
aixth year refuse {o receive his hberty,
he was fo be in Londage for the
remainder of hia Jife. 'I'"he ceremony
by which this was to be made knowu
wue a8 followe: Haviug avowed that
it was from his own free will, his ear
was bored through with an awl by his
wanaster in the presence of the judges.
After this, there was no more year of
jubilee for him, Ex. 21,5.

A Hebrew who, through poverty
had becowe the slave of a stranger
coulid bo redeermed at any time and
could not ba hehl any longer than to
the year of jubilee which oceurred
every fiftieth year. Then shouid both
he and his wife and children be re-
leased, Lev, 25,54,

Tho proper slaves were those of
heathen origin,

Both thy bond-men and thy hond-
maids. whieh thou shalt have, whall be
of the heatben thut are round about yon;
of them shall ye buy boud-men and hond-
maids . . . thoy shall be yonr bond.mmen
fov ovor, Lev. 25, 44-4.6

But slave owners were almost com-
nelled to treat their slaves, whether of
Hebrew or Gentile origin, wilh kind-
ness, for the siaves were by law
empowered to escape at roy time, if
they were oppressed, The followling is
a most remarkable provision:

“Tpou shalt not deliver unto his mas-
ter the servant which is cscaped from his
masier unto thee. He shall dwell with
tbee, oven mnong you in that place which
he shall choose in one of thy gates whera
it Jiketh him best: thou shalt not oppress
him. Deut. 23, I, 16, .

For the protection of this class it
was further ordaiued that a man who
struck a slave dead should be punished,
and if an ox gored himp, the owner of
the animal was to be fined 30 shekela
(something like §14) and the animat be
put to death. IEx. 21, 32,

If a slave were struck by his master
in such n way that he injured his eye
or knoeked out a tooth, he was instant-
Iy to set the slave at liberty. Ex.21, I8,
a7.

A girl who had been goll bhad not
the privilege of being redeemed at the
year of Jubilee, but there were otlier
ways in whioh she could beset at
libe:ty at any time. She might be re-
deemed by snyone of her owu penple,
but could uot be sold vo a gentile, If
her owner refused to let her ve re-
deemed, he was to liberate her without
money. Ry marriage she coull also be
adopted in the famity amd any faith-
lernness on the part of her mastersr hie
sons enlitled ber to her ltherty. I,
21, 7-11.



