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salvation nor accept of the order of
their organization as anything skinakin to
the church organized by himself and
his apostles hence he withheld
his gifts signs and blessings from
them and for hundreds of years they
were unknown so far as church gittegilts
were concerned

an anecdote that I1 heard a
friend relate several years ago will
illustrate the contrast between the true
church of christ and fallen christian-
ity A prominent cardinal of the ro-
man

bo-
man catholic church on a certain oc
casion visited the pope of rome and
together with him examined the con
tents of the treasure chamber at the
vatican wheregold diamonds and other
costly things were deposited while
gazing upon the costly treasures
the popepone remarked 11 we can
notbiot truthfully say now aa peter and
john said anciently that we have no
silver and gold no that lais true
answered the cardinal and there is
something else we cannot say we
cannot command the lame in the name
of jesus christ to arise and walk

we all remember the beautiful story
related in the third chapter otof the actsacta
of the apostles of a certain man who
hadbad been lamejame from his mothers womb
and who daily lay at the gate of the
temple in jerusalem to ask alms of
those who entered and how he seeing
peter aul john about to go in also
asked them for alms peter after
fastening his eyes upon the cripple to-
gether with johpjohn said being moved
upon by the power of god silver
and gold have I1 none but such as I1
have give I1 thee in the name of jesus
christ of nazareth rise up andaad walk
and he took him by the right handbaud
and lifted him epand immediately his
feet and ankle bones received strength
and he leaping up stood and walked
and entered with them into the tem-
pie

tem-
ple walking and leaping and praising
god

the contrast is this the apostles of
the true church had no sliversilver and
gold for they had been sent out to
preach without purse or scrip but
they possessed the power of dodgod to
such an extent that they healea
the sick the lame the blind etc
the catholic church is wealthy has
plenty of silver and gold but not the
power of gdad josjoseph smithth was also
poor asaa regards this worlds goods but
he was powerful in the priesthood and
in the strength of the lord and hun-
dreds were healed under his adminis-
trationstrations how then about the promises
made in the revelations from which
I1 have quoted the answer is easily
given and can be stated briefly they
have been fulfilled to the very letter
there are thousands in the church
who can testify and who do bear testi-
mony continually to the effect that the
gifts and blessings follow the believers
who have embraced the gospel as re-
stored through joseph smith not
only in the united states but in eu-
rope upon the islands of the iseiwea
and in all parts of the world
where the GOBgospelI1 bhas8 been
preachedreached by our elleinelders havehave the sickgeebeenn healed under their administration
the lame have received their strength
the blind have been restored to their
sight and the deaf to their hearinghe ring
evil spirits have been cast out ththe giftsgiai
of prophecy of tongtonguesties the interpre-
tation of tongues and in short all thebe

glitgifts and blessings enjoyed by the for-
mer jayday saints have been and
are now bellig enjoyed by the
latter day saints our books pam-
phlets papers and periodicals are bulffulforof
instances of this kind and should an
attempt be made to gather compile
and publish testimonies of this nature
we would have material enough for a
book larger than the bible and book
of mormon combined in the face of
all these testimonies what additional
proofs do wowe need to establish the fact
that joseph smith was a true prophet

time will not permit menastoto multiply
proofs any further although I1 have
only presented a few of the many that
might be cited but in the face of the
evidence already adduced I1 claim
positively that no one has the right to
denounce joseph smith as a false
prophet for in the light of the key
given by moses he must of necessity
ibebe a true prophet as the things spoken
by him in the name of the lord
have come to pass even his most
bitter opponents have failed in one
solitary instance to prove his prophetic
utterances false add to this the con-
sistencysis tency of hisbis life his almost unparal-
leled zeal in bearing testimony of the
things the lord revealed to him and
this in the midstmidat of the most trying
perse an teri bugs imprisonments
and trials to which he was constantly
subjected during his entire life and fin-
ally his martyrdom in cartilagecarthage jail
for the sake of the testimony he
bore and the principles he advocated
and I1 would ask what more proofs
does mankind want to establish the
fact that joseph smith was a prophet
of the living god if the divine call-
ing of any prophet in any age and
dispensation of the world has been
proven then I1 claim joseph smiths
propprophetictic calling has beepbeen established
beyond dispute the proofs for this are
so numerous clear and positive that
they ought to convince every honest
sonsoul

and now in conclusion I1 will
bear my own testimony which is that I1
know by the inspiration of the aleigh
tyby the power of the holy spirit that
joseph smith was a true prophet and
that the doctrines hebe promulgated are
also true for desiring to know the

will of the father I1 sought unto
god to know whether the doctrine
was of god or whether joseph smith

spoke of himself and the result was
the testimony that I1 bear here tonight
and that I1 have borne to thousands
both in this land and in europe I1 ask
god to grant to every honest soulson who
desires salvation and exaltation in the
kingdom of god the same testimony
in the name of jesus christ amen

THE illustrated AMERICAN

the illustrated american of january
24 1891 saysflays of its attack upon the
mormon people that it went into this
matter with full determination to bring
the mormon situation before the coun-
try and to persuade congress in kursu
anoe of president harrisoneHarHarri riponsont message
that prompt action was necessaryemary 11

I1 propose to examine this and other
statements of the aforesaid paper

the presidentdent i message is made the
pretext for the of thabla paper iqin

relation to the latter day saints the
presidents message was given to the
country inic december 1890 the at
tack of the above named paper began
in its issue of december
that a paperaper should obtain a complete
and rereliableflable history of mormonism
procure photographs make illustrationsI1

and get the matter uponn the market inurso short a time is hhighlyehly improbable
if not impossible

let us look at the editors full de-
termination to bring the mormon situ-
ation before the country if such a
determination were honest and iuin the
interest of truth and justice it would
be a work of months instead of days to
bring it out the one sided misleading
and faise statements of the pa per showsshown
clearly enough that the editor was not
seeking to publish the truth hesayohe
the leaders of the mormon church

are foemenflemen worthy of our steel why
then in preparing to lay the mormon
situation before the councountryiry did he not
call upon them to state their easecase to
try their steel with him suchbuch a
course would certainly have been of
great service to him in getting a correct
statement of the mormon situation
before the country instead the
editor has simply pilfered from the an
ti mormon huckster shop the chesnus
that have been on the market for over
thirty years the editor should have
written steal instead of steel in
his reference to the mormon leaders

the animus of this illustrated paper
is not difficult of discovery it is itself
an illustration of the odium
cum from the appearance of thothe
mormon faith it has been hated and
fought and persecuted by the evan-
gelical sects never a mob murdered
and drove mormonscormons that was not in
sti gated to act by so called christianChrls tian
ministers if it was not even led by
them if this picture paper were to
pputu t theth mormon situasituationtion before the
councountryt in its true light its publications
on the subject would be the most ter-
rible condemnation of the evangelical
sects that has ever appeared the
editor of the american appears to
entertain a deep sympathy for our
wronged robbed driven and murdered
indiansindiana if he were onyonly to acquaint
himself with the truth otdathethe history of
the mormon people he would find that
they have been treated in the same
way the indiansindiana have been and in
part for the same reason that is be-
cause they have always been obliged
to be on the outskirts of white advance
across the country and by their mag-
nificentent industry have everywhere
made themselves the possessorssors of
valuable properties that have excited
the cupidity of adventurers the
so called christian church has pushed
the border ruffian element against the
mormon people by its denunciation of
them as infidels and beasts just
as it has encouraged the same element
against the indiansindiana by its cry of aaa
ages some of the worst slaughters of
indians have been conducted by al-
leged Christchristianschristaanlan as witness the sand
creek massacre under colonel chivi-
ngton yet since the days of penn no
people have been so successful in thelt
treatment of our indians as have been
thesethere same maligned and persecuted
mormonscormonsMormons

but to return to the main questionfuestionuestion
the motive of this editor may 11 repeat
be foai inn htahis hlahis pikp


