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thosehose who are in cannot get outout and
those who are outside cannot get in

The greatest care is taken of the keys
to these gatesfates The locks close with a
spring and the kkeysys are kept in the
kingsking's palace except at the time they
arere used at the gatesfates The locks themthem-them-
selves

them-
selves

them-
selvesselves are guarded all day at the palace
and are only brought to the gatesfates a
short time before closing the city I
wish I could show you one of these
locksJocks Each gatefate has two of them and
they are each as heavy as a yea-r te-n yeartenboy It is all that one man can do to
carry one fartpart of the city to
the other and when It tried to lift one I
found my back strained They are of
massive iron They are made in the
shape of a box and are two feet wide
and at least a foot thick They lock
withpadlocka spring much like that of a padpad-pad-
locklock and it takes a hammer to put
them together

When I lifted the lock the gatekeeper
J with horror warned me to let it alone

He pointed to my neck and drew his
finn er rapidly around hisIris own in order
to let me know that I was in danger of
loosing my head I stillstilt held it and he
rushed toward me as ththoughugh he would
seize it from my hand As hebe came up
JIupIdropped it on the stones It clattered
and 1 stooped over and tried to raise it
again As I did so Tl stood it on end
and the rod of iron which was partially
thrust into the iron box rested on the
ground The Corean gagatekeepersgatekeeper's facelace
became ashy He grgrabbed the IlockckfromIrom me and as he didaid so I could seesee-
the

see-
thethe reason for his fear The rod onw-
hich

on-
-whichwhich the lock rested on the ground
formed the means of locking it and hadhad-
II down it the wouldpushed uponpon springit-ititiihave caught He would have been Un-UnUn-
able

un-
ableable to lock the gate that night without
going to the palace to get the key aandd
might have lost his head forlor his carecare-care-
lessness

care-
lessness MyMy interpreter showed meme-
thethemethetrouble and he told my that the
king woulwould suretysurely punish the man if he
knew that the lock had been out oof his

ltr then went to the gate and
looked at the clumsy fastening into
which this lock went The bar which I
have spoken of was as big as an oldold-
fashioned poker and the lock joined
chains made of links of wrought iron
which were as big-aroundbig as the biceps
of a blacksmith the rings being as thick
as your thumb

IItt was just after thisthis that the hourhOUf foror
dosingclosing the gates of the city approached
I waited and watched First two men
came fromrom thethe-thegategate house and sang out
ui Corean the words that the gatesates were
closing and the time was short Their
voices were as shrill as those oof an
iman of a mosque when he
callsalls out the hour of prayprayerr from the
minarets and they held on to their final
tones forforthethe space of twelve seconds by
my watch As they cried there was a
grand rush fortor the gates HundredsHundred ofof
men in black hatsbats and white gowns ranl-ikelikeghost through the darkness BareBare-Bare-
headed

Bare-
headed

Bare-
headedheaded coolies dragged great bullocks
with packs on their backs through the
doorsdoors and porters by the scores loaded
down with all sorts of waresares came
stumbling along There were coolies
bearing closed boxes in which were
their mistresses There were officials
on horseback and nobles on foot all
pushingbeforeand scrambling lo get in be-bebef-
ore

be
foreore the gates closed As I watched the-

s

the
I

s

big bellben pealed out its knell and the
two men grasped the great doors and
puttedpulled tinthem ta withwilhak bang It
took the strength of both to move each
one of them and the gates locklockedd with-
a

with
a spring The key which remains with
the king over-nightover isis not brought back
from the palace till the morning It isis-

a
is-

a
is-

aa massive bar of iron and it takes a
sledge hammer to drive it into the lock
Similar lockslock are on the gates to the
wall which the palace of the
king and on each of the eight gates of
the city

Inside this great wallwalt within this setset-set-
ting

set-
ting

set-
tingting of mountains lies the city of Seoul
It is a town bigger than Cincinnati
Cleveland Louisville Washington
Buffalo or Detroit It contains more
than three hundred thousand people
and it has scarcely a house that is more
than one story high It is a city of wide
streets and narrow winding alleys ItIt-

is
It-

is
It-

isis a city of thatched huts and tiled oneone-
story buildings On one side of it are
the palaces of the king They cover anan-
area

an-
areaarea as large as that of a thousandacrethousa-ndfarm and they are massive one story
buildings surrounded by great walls and
laid out with all the regularity of a city
As you stand on the walls ofot Seoul and
look overver thithis memedleyle of bwlbuildingsgs your
first impression ISis that you are in the
midst 0of a vast hay field interspersed
here and there with tired barns andana
the three biggestt streets that cut through
these myriadmyriad- haycocks look like a road
through the fields You note the shape
of the thatched houses They are all
formed like horseshoes with the heel oof
the shoe resting on the street The
roofs are tied on with strings and the
thatch hasbas growngrO old and under the soft
light of the setting sun it assumes the
rich color of brown plush and there isis-

aaaa velvety softnesss to the As you
looK closer you see that the city is
divided up into streets and that these
narrow and widen and twist and turn
without regularity or order One part
of the city isis made almost entirely of
tiled buildings These are the homes of
the swells and over there not far from
the gate above one such building you
see on the top of a staff ththe American
flag That is the establishment ofoi our
legation to CoreaCorea and the cozy little
compounds about it are the residences
of the missionaries and ofGf the other
foreigners who reside inin Seoul

Come down now and take a walk
with me through the city There areare-
no

are-
no

are-
nono pavements on the streets and you
ook in vain for gasRasas lamps or the signs
of an electric light This city of three
hundred thousand people is entirely
without sanitary arrangements There
is not a water closet in it and the sewsew-sew-
age

sew-
age

sew-
ageage flows along in open drains through
the streets anandand vouyou have to be careful
of your steps ThereThere are ndno waterwater-
works

water-
works

water-
worksworks except the Corean water carrier
who with a pole across his back takes
up the whole sidewalk as he carries two
buckets of water along with him through
the streets The clouds are left todoto dodo-
the

dodo-

the
do-

thethe sprinkling of the highways save
where here and there a householder
takes a dipper and ladles out the sewer
fluid to lay the dust All the slops of
each house run into the ditches along
the sidewalk and the smell comes up in
solid chunks so thick that it could be
almost cut into slices and packed away
for use as a patent fertilizer Mixed

with the smell is the smoke c-

omescomes out of chimneys about two fetabove the groundground- li b jut out fryfryssthe walls of the houses into the streetsstr is iFit a stovepipe into your house att w-wwanglesangles with the floor of the porch Hadandyou have the averageaverage Corean chimney A-tAt certain hours ofoF the morning app e-

veningevening each of these chimneys vovoleforth the smoke of the straw which tom 1
people use fortor the fires of their cOOcookicooking
and the air becomes blue The doors
to the houses along the street are mrmeadmo
like those of a stable orn barnl thanl 22
entrances to residences They aare vryvery
rude and in the bottom of10 each is cut aarraholehole for the dog Such doors as arean o-

penopen give no insight to the homes of-ofthe people and I was in Seoul for sowSOllIe
time before I1 knew that these
facing the street were merely the ea t-

rancetrance gates to larglargelarge- compounds ororyards in which were very tbuildings I thouthoughtht that the noble u

lived in these thatched huts They areampar
in reality only the quarters of the WWandants and the homes of the better ci
ses contain many rooms andareand are in s feBe c-

asescases almost as well fitted for com ias those of our own These hGhou
along the streets have no windows 11tspeak off There are under theteElittle openings about a footoot sq kakI
These are filledtilled with lattice and baeback iwith paper They permit therJMcome in but Jouyou cannot see th
them Here anand there I notedDoted ftsa

of glasslass as big around as-
cent

as ft fcentceat pastepasted onto the paper andaaand rl
go through the streets I find now an
then a liquid black surroundedball fcthe creamcolored buttonhole Iw aiforms the eyelids of a Corean mmaideS
lookinlooking out

I am human enough to want to siu
the womenomen of Weryery country I visvisitlt 1e
found this very hard in SeSeoulul 1gir-lsgirls on the streets wear shawlslaround their heads and only anaD ae p-

eepspeeps out through the folds IIa Ia18 tt-and
a-

ndand Egypt the women are secluded fai w-

henwhen they go on the streetsstreets if tiklb
faces are covered they think they mo-

dest

modest enough 1
The fair girls of Cairo Ccarere not 4 ttheir dresses are open at the nne-Ane11

the black veil hangs oero'er their taete 4and the maidens of l ih a-

longalong with bare legs while t-

hin
theSthey

thin white cotton around
eyescoveredpriding themselves upuponn th rcoveredbracelet arms and the andn
whichThesereach halfwayhalfway to theirthen
These Corean girls are mere bund
clothes Their feet in their Waadd
st look as fat as ththosele bfof
elephant and their skirts andadd tWfrtl
drawers hangbang inin great folds I hahappenhappe WS
too rub against one as I paspassedd hihi-
thethe streets of the city She lot d z

a-

ngrilyangrily at me out of thetaittail of her Zy
and fled likelake a deer J

As she ran I noted a gorgeous ti A
IN A

1
clad in a red dress and a little hb YAA 1
white straw which sat on the top of-ofo lh st
hheadad looking at me He had 8a fafanfaa jia 111

his hand and he glowered fierfierckfierce1 r stett 4I-
meme I asked Gen Pak who he t 1

and he told me he was a servant ntof p-

alacepalace and that he did not know liSt f
that he was related to the girl K j
had insulted by touching her We lotslooo f 1

a-

tat each other for some time netand
d-

ressed
ljabbered at Pak in Corean 1H

dressed more gorgeously than SSoll ip

Ar 1
4 ti

DER5
H


