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PRESS COMMENTS ON THE
“HOAR” BILL.

THE comments of the press on the so-
called* Anti-polygamy Bill"'introduced
by Senator Hoar, are  very amusmgto
one soquainted with “Mormon®’ alfalrs,
and thas able to perceive the general
lack of understanding concerning
them, prominently exhibited both by
our national legislators and the writ-
ers for the public who criticize con-
gressiopal legislation.
The opinfons of the press vary very
much as to the merits of the bill. Some
think it an **important move;'’ others
say that the *“Important move™ is 5o
“‘plainly unconstitutional that it would
not stand for a moment as law,” and
characterize it as “‘a stupid viciation
of all principles of law and moms.”
Some think that if it becomesn law *‘its
passage will almost entirely mark the
ers of the decadence of Mormonism;'™
others think that the conntry ‘‘cannot
afford to conflscate the Mormon funds
and convert them into campaign am-
munition.”. The provision In regard
to husbands and wives evidence
against each other In b cases, is
regarded by some as ‘“‘eminently pro-
per," while others denounce it aa con-
trary to every principle of common
law, and “one of the most’
pleces of proposed legislation to be
found outside of the Draconian code.”’
Many journals make a mistake as to
the last named provision. It is not
simply to make it Jowfd for a hushand |.
or wife to testify agsinst ‘tha other in
any prosecutlom for bigamy, polygamy
or unlawful cobabitation, but Lo compel
such_evidence. It gives power lm
courts to] send their efMcers, without
previous subpcena, to kidnsp a wife
whose evidence Is wanted, and under

threats of pains and penglties to'!onq

her to testily aganinst her husband.

This distinction should be understood.

1t is not In merely making the evidence
of the wife against the hus lui‘.ﬁl.
that the bill violates estab: prin-
ciples of jurisprudence, but n selzing
and compelling the wife or husband to

testifly agninst the other ; nnd this was
ilenonnced by the late eminent jurist,

Jeremiah 8. Black, not m-u-m- i

constitutional,” but as an
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President and Senate meets with al-
most universal disfavor, aad mo'ohe
can find anything to ssyth its support
except as ‘‘s plan to rid this country of
polygamy.” 8o with the provision in
regard to the  Peérpetusl Emigrating
Fund Company, snd such papers as

countenance it do #0 udder the hupres- | he

sion thst It will stop the proselyting
system of the “Mormon'' Charch and
the immigration of its members from
the nations of Earope.

If these matters were mndarstood, it
would be seen that'there Is nothing in
the measure which is likely to have,
any powerful effect on the polygamy
question; that the “Mormon' Church
is not dependent upon the act of the
Legislature by which it “was made a
legal corporation; that the
work of this Church is entirely inde-
pendent of the Perpetual Emigrating,
Fund; that the work of the gsthering
of the Baints from all nations would
not be stopped and could not bes to
any grest extent impeded by the disso-

lution of the P. E. cqmunooxv m
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{ board of fish commissioners, Referred
| to commitiee on fish and game.

A communication from the Council
wrud;ldn;nuﬁaethn sald body

vision and compllation.
Mr. Thurman presented H. F. No.

28, & bill amending an act to incorpor-

ate Provo City. Referred to commit-
tee on municipal corporations and

towns. .
A communication was recelved from

- | the Councll giving notice that o bill for |

the protection of fish and game, also

ome In relation to sheep herds, ete.,had
passed

C. . No. 12, a bill for the protection

of fish and game, was read and refer-
red to the committee on flah and game.

C. F. No.19,a bill to regulate the

keeping of sheep was read and referred.
to the committee on judiciary.

Mr. Robinson presented H. F. No.

@9, a bill to regulate voluntary assign-

ments for the benefit of creditors.
Read the first and second time by its
title, and referred to the commilttee on

" judiciary.

Mr. Francls presented H. F. No. 8,
A bill to prohibit the herding of sheep
in the neighborhood of cities or towns.
Referred to committee on judiciary.

two sessions dally, one at 10 a.m. and
one at 2 p.m., was read and lald on the

table.
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Programme for the Reception of
Wyoming Legislature.—Gover-
mlhrny General McCook and Sec-
retary Thomes, . and the Legislative:
Committee will take the 7 a.m. trale
on Wednesday, Febrauary 138ih, and
m-:t to the Territorial line, ‘at
which point they will meet the Wyo-
ming Legislative party mnd return with
the to Ogdes, where the party will
be seremaded , by the Ogden brass
band. ;
The Fort Douglas brass band wilt

‘| meet and serenade the party on their
He | arrival In Saft Lake at 3 pom. Inthe

evening the members of the Utah and
Wyoming Legislatures, [the clivll and
military authorities and’ other distin-
gulshed citizens will attend a concert

been | 1, the Walker Opora House, tendered

by D. Banks McKenzie Esq., manager.

During the evening & {welcoming ad-
dress will be delivered by Gov. Murray.
On Thursday, 14th, the members of the

a sessjon of the Utah Legislature at 11
o'clock a. m. : ;
In the evening, both Tegisintive

officlals and prominent citizens will at-

Fort Douglas and other polnts.
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