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A privilege to meet to worship God—Every-
thing in this Church ordained of God—All
other churches and societies thetwork of
man—Human institutions of every kind
will pass away—Only that which God sets
up will endure—The Ancient Christian
Church—The apostate Church of Rome—
The various: man-made creeds—Lack of
divine authority—The true Church re-
stored—Religion in politics—God’s right
to control in all things—The agency of
man and the authornty ef God—Abiding
in the Lord’s covenant even unto death—
No compromise with the wicked—The
spirit of Abel and that of Cain—The bles-
sings that come through obedience and
fidelity.

THE testimony which has been borne
to us this afternoon by Bro. Abraham
H. Cannon is true and faithful, I
presnme there isnotan Elder in Israel,
no nﬁ:ttez]; l:iug mui;:lli"l expeﬁilence lﬁe
may have ha public speaking, who
does not feel in his heart to shrink
when called upon to stand before the
ple and nmto them upon the
mnnt the om.of God; for if
he can mlperlr realize his position, he
feels his inability, his weakness; he
feels that of himself he is unable to in-
struct the Saints; he knows that they
are familiar with the general prinei-
ples . of the Gospel, and with almost,
every truth which has been made
est by the power of God in these

last days, many of them also familiar
with the teachings of the servants of
God in former times, which they have
been able to gather from the Scriptures
of divine ;truth. To stand up before

co tion of people acquainted
th tEﬂ Ell

, its priaciples, its or-
dinances, its spirit and power, is
indeed a task, and it is only in the

strength of the Lord, it is only be-
cause of faith in His promises and of
experience in receiving a fulfilment
thereof, that the Elders are em-
boldened to stand up before the peo-
ple to address them, trusting to the in-
iration of the moment, trusting that
will pour out His Spirit upon
them and upon the congregation whom
- they address.

I feel this afternoon that it is a very |

at privilege to be numbered among
gg tter-day Saints, to be permitted
to meet in this house and worship God

| like a

contain within themseélves many things
that are right and true.

Now, will all these various institu-
tions endure? Canthey stand the test
of time? Will they pass away at some

! Berind? Institutions like these have
c

en set up in former times, and after
a while they have perished and passed
away just like all things earthly, just
things with which men have
had to do; they are all of a temporary
character, and they contain within
themselves the elements of their own
dissolution and final destruction. Now
the Lord has told us a little concern-
Ing this in a revelation He gave
through the Prophet Joseph Smith,and
I will read a portion thereof. It will
be found on the 465th page of the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants:

“ Behold! mine house is a house of order,
saith the Lord God, and not & house of con-
fusion.

Will I accept of an offering, saith the
Lord, that is not made in my name?

Or, will I receive at your hands that which

I have not appointed?
o And will I appoint unto yvou, saith the
Lord, except it be by law, even as 1 and my
Fﬂtl;ﬂr ordained unto you, before the world
was

I am the Lord thy God, and I give unto
you this commandment, that no man shall
come unto the Father but by me, or by my
word, which is my law, saith the Lord;

And evervthing that is in the world,
whether it be ordained of men, by thrones,
or principalities, or powers, or things
of name, whatsoever they may be, that
are not by me, or by my word, saith the
Lord, shall be thrown down, and shall not
remain after men are dead, neither in nor
E}l‘tﬁr the resurrection, saith the Lord your

od;

_ For whatsoever things remain, are by me;
and whatsoever things are not by me, shall

beé shaken and destroyved.”
There are a great many religions in

lthe world, and the people who com-

pose these various religious societies
meet together in their chapels an
churches and halls of worship to per-
form religious ceremonies, to partake
of religions ordinances; but we flnd
when we come to examine them, that

I man

each one of them has been set up by
and they have not been author-
ized’br the Lord our God.

A little over 1800 years ago a Church
was established upon the earth by our
Heavenﬂ Father, through Jesus
Christ, His Son. Jesus Christ not only
came to seta pattern to mankind in
His earthly acts and to die for the sins
of the world, but also to eslablish His
Church on the face of the earth, the
Church of God, whom He represent-
ed; for the Father was represented in
Him, He being in the express image of
the Father’s person. He received the
spirit of the Father, not by measure,
but in its fulness. He came here not
only to represent the Lordiupon the
earth that man might understand the
Father, and to show a pattern to them

our Heavenly Father in the way that | that theymight follow in His foolsteps,

He has appointed, to partake of the
emblems pnt the body and blood of
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, and to
spend a little time together reflecting
upen those things that pertain toour
eternal welfare. In this I feel that we
are blessed of the Lord, and my heart
is full of gratitude for this great privi-
lege. For, when we meet 1o worship,
we do not assemble to offer up our
prayers and to attend to ordinances
or to {Ealnrm any ceremony that we
have invented, but we meet together
to attend to thlngs which have been
pointed 6ut to us by the finger of di-
vine providence. KEvery principle we
have received has come from God.
Every ordinance which we administer,
or of which we receive the administra-
tion, has come to us by divine revela-
tion in our ‘own day. The manner of
administering the sacrament of the
Lord’s supper which we partake of
every Sabbath when we meet together,
has pointed out tous by the Lord.
We have not learned this merelK by
reading the Scriptures written by holy
men of God in ancient times, but the
Lord has pointed out in what way it
shall be Iﬁlﬂiﬁiﬁmﬂ. and has given
us the words to be used in the blessing
of the bread and of the water, the
emblems of the body and blood of
Jesus Christ, And so with everythin

we have in the Church; it is pointe

out by the Lord. The Church itself

was not organized by man, nor by the
wisdom oF jman, but according to a
divine revealed directly from

the heavens; and in this respect our
Church, our religion, the ordinances
which we receive, and all things per-
taining to the work in which we are
engaged, are different to anything else
upon the face of the earth. For all
the churches and societies and institu-
tions and governments which exist
upon the face of the earth, outside of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, are the work of man. Itis
true that in each of them some divine
principles are incorporated; there is
some g'uth in every religion, in every
sect, in every creed, in every society,
and in ever litical form of govern-
ment. But t institutions, civil,
political and ecclesiastical, have been
set up by man. They have been
founded on the knowledge and wisdom
of man;they have not been established
by authority from our Heavenly Father,
but men have set them wup according
to circumstances and according to
their desires and their designs and
their notions. Yet, at the same time,
over all, above all sits our Heavenly
Father, watching the affairs of men
and nations, shaping and controling
and over-ruling all things to bring
about eventually His own divine pur-
ses in regard to the earth and the
mlbitlnta thereof. But so far as
these organizations are concerned,
these various institutions which ha ve
ba?n set up, they are the works o

down His life for their sins
and for the sake of the whole world,
but that He might establish the
Church of God; and He called certain
disciples and ordained them toijthe
same calling' and authnrity which He
had received from the Father. He
called twelve men and ordained them
Apostles. He called seventy men and
ordained.them unto a position which
was an appendage to that Apostleship,
that; they might work in the same
ministry and go where the Twelve
could not go; in other words, to be
assistants to them. He revealed to
those Twelve Apostles sufficient to be-
gin the establishment of His Church,
and He also taught them line upon
line, precept upon precept, and prin-
ciple upon principle, to qualify them
ter fﬁs (BE arture to continue the
work which He had begfin. And after
He left them, after He was by wicked
hands taken and crucified and slain,
and had risen from the dead, and had
met with them and talked with them
and explainéd further to them in rela-
tion to their duties and in relation to
the Church whichwas to be established
upon the earth, He poured out upon
them His Holy Spirit, the Comforter,
that it might be in His stead; taat His
word might be spoken to them; that
the things of the Father and of the
Son izight be revealed to them; that
they might comprehend all things
needful to establish the Church; that
they might do the work of the minis-
try; that they might edify the body of
Christ; that they might lead the saints
and the Church to perfection. ‘And we
know the Church was fuily established
under this divine direction, under the
gift and power of the Holy Ghost and
the personal teaching of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. It was establish-
ed with Apostles and Prophets, evan-
Eelists. pastors and teachers, with
elps and governments, with g:fts and
powers and privileges and blessings,
and ordinances, that the people who
believed in Jesus Christ might not be
left in & scattered condition, but that
they might assemble together aand be
organized after the pattern of heav-
en, that the beginning ef the heavenly
kingdom and heavenly goyernment
might be in their midst. For the work
that Jesus came to establish was in-
deed the kingdom of heaven so far as
He counld establish it at that time. And
the word of the man who came to
prepare the way before Him was: *‘Re-
ent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
and.” The disciples of Jesus Christ
all who believed on Him, were or-
ized in the various branches of that
hurch, and all the branches were
joined together in one, with Jesus for
their living head, with a representa-
tive upon the earth in the person o
the Apostle Peter, who, assisted by his
counselors, James and John, presided
over the Church, and ‘“these men were

and to la

looked upon as p"ﬂlﬂ.rs of the Church.” |

the power within it, and the blessings
enjoyed ; and the promise that Christ
made was that if His servants ob-
served to do all things whatsoever He
commanded, the gates of hell should
not prevail against them. -

For a time the Church of Jesus
Christ asit was organized, remained
upon the earth. The power of God
was in the midst of the Saints. They
were united together, Jews and Gen-
tiles, some bondsmen and some free-
men, some belonging to one sect, and
some belonging to another, and some
to no sect at all. When they were bap-
tized into that ; Church they were all
baptized by one spirit into one body,
they became united, they were organ-
ized after the pattern of heaven, and
the Holy Spirit ran through the whole
body. The same spirit was in the feet
as in the head, and ia the hands. Every
part of the body o1 the Church was
actuated by the sawme spirit and the
same influence, and that was the pow-
er in their midst that made them one
and different from all other people on
the face of the earth. But after a
time errors crept in among them,
Wickedness and corrupiion aiso were
introduced. They began to depart
from the ways of the Lord. The per-
secution that was hcaped upon them
made the hearts of some fail, and af-
ter a time the Church began to go into
darkness and to lose the characteris-
tics which it showed forth in the time
when it was first established. Heresy
after;heresy crept in, and after & while
the things that the Apostles predicted
came to pass. Wicked and corrupt
men arose in the midst of the people,
and *‘‘made merchandize of the souls
of men.'”” They turned away their ears
from the truth and gave heed unto fa-
| bles, And after a few . years had
passed away the Church went into
darkness, and Godywithdrew His Holy
Spirit and the power and authority of
thc.ipustleshilﬂ. The Apostles were
s!lain. The hights that were placed in
the Church were put out by the hand
of wickedness. Darkness covered the
whole earth and gross darknessthe
minds of the people.

A church arose different from the
Church which Christ established; it is
to-day called the Church of Rome, or
Roman Catholic Chuarch, which pro-
fesses to be the ancient Christian
church continued upon the earth down
to the present time, and the Pope of
Rome, who presides over it, claims to
be a descendant in authority of St.
Peter. But when we comeijto look into
the claims of| this church to sutces-
sion we find that they will not stand
ithe test of investigation. When we
compare the Church of Rome with
the Church that Christ established we
find thatit is altogether differect. Its
organization, its ordinances, its teach-
ings, its doctrines are at variance
with ithe organization, teachings aond
doctrines of the Church of Christ, In-
stead of Apostles over the church,
there are Pope and Cardinals. Instead

of baptism by imwmersion for the
remission of sins, the . sprink-
ling of infants that know no sin.

Instead of the gift and power of the
Holy Ghost, darkness. Instead of
charity which covereth a multitude of
sins, persecution and a desire to co-
erce man into certain forms of religion.
Instead of the ordinances instituted
in the ancient Church in behalf of the
dead, pravers for the souls in purga-
tory. [ might goon at great length
and show the - difference ,
that church and the Chuarch that
Christ established. DBut that
not my parpose this afternooan. - Any-
one who will take up. the New Testa-
ment and read the account given there
of the acts of the Apostles, of the
doctrines taught in the epistles, of the
ordinances, of the spirit and power in
the Church of Christ, and then com-
pare that Church with the church
called the Church of Rome, will see
that they are two entirely distinct and
.separate organizations having nothing
whatever in common with each other,
except perhaps that in a few particu-
lars they have some resemblance,

Now, all the other forms of the
Christian religion which exist upon
the face of the earth have sprang from
that ¢hurch, either directly or indi-
rectly, and if the Church (of Rome is
wrong, all the organizations that have
sprung from it must be wrong also,
unless some of these people who have
seceded from that church have been
autaorized by God Almighty, have
beer, authorized by the Lord Jesus
Christ, to establish a new church, But
there is not one of them that claims
any such thing. Not one of the vari-
ous sects that I am referring to, claims
to have been authorized by divine rev-
elation to set up a new church. No,
they have come out from some other
church, and upon their own authority,
they have started to reform errors
which they believed existed in the body
from which they had seceded. That is
the position which they occupy. The
Church of England—or the Episcopal
Church, as it is called—is an off-shoot
of the Roman Catholic Church and
all the authority its Bishops and
Priests and Deacons have was ob-
tained from the Church of Rome. But
that church cut them off, and whether
the Church of Rome was right or
wrong, the Episcopal Church must be
wrong so far as a claim of authority
goes; for if the Church of Rome had
not any authority, then the Episcopal
Church cannot have any, and if the
Church of Rome haad aur.huriq_y, then
it used that authority in cutting the

f | other church off. Other sects which

have dissented from the Church of
KEngland are all in the same condition
so far as their anthority is concerned

ane although each one has some truth

between-

18

is concerned, they are entirely desti-
tute of divine authority. God never
told them to set up their churches.
Jesus Christ never spoke to them. No
angel has descended from the courts
of glory with a message from the Fa-
ther and the Son to tell them to do
thus and so. In fact they all claim
that the day of revelation is gone b{,‘
that *‘'the awful voice of prophecy is
closed forever,” that there will be no
more revelation from God to the sons
of men. This being the case they are
and can only be, the institutions of
men. - |

Now, I do not desire to speak against
any nt{the individuals who coinpose
those various denominations. I do not
wish to say anything against their
preachers. That is not my design or
my desire, What I wish to point out
this afternoon is the fact that the
have not been set up by the Lord.
That being the case—and 1 presume
there can be no dispute about it, for
they do not pretend to have received

-any communication from heaven—they

are only the churches of men. They
are called after the names of men, a
great many of them, and in that the

are consistent. One church is calle

after John Wesley. In that they are.
consistent., It is not the Church of
Christ, it is not God’s Church, it is the
charch of Wesley, and I believe he
was a very good man and no doubt ac-
complished a great deal of good. All
the good that men and women do in
every sect, in every nation and amon

every race, will be accounted for goo

when they stand before the Great Judge
to be judged for the deeds done in the
body. But these churches are the
churches of men. That is the idea.
Christ did not ordain them. God did
not authorize their establishment,
Maybe they accomplished some good
purpose, and yet after all they are the
churches of men. Now, the Lord
through the Prophet Joseph Smith h 18
peclared that whatsoever things are
not by Him shall at some time be cast
down and destroyed, and this includes
not only the churches that I have re-
ferred to this afternoon which have
been built up by men, whether among
christian or pagan natlons, butit re-
fers to other things which men have
set up. It refers to the covernments of
this world. If any one likes to call
this *““treason,” it will not make any
difference to me. Men can take the
Bible and indict that for treason, if
they choose, for it says the time will

'come when, ‘““the Kingdoms of this

world shall become the Kingdom of
our God and of his Christ; and He
shall reign for ever and ever.” We
read of the image which Nebuchadnez-
zar saw, the meaning of which Dan-
iel interpreted. That image was bro-
ken in peices by a stone cut out of the
mountain without hands, and the par-
ticles which once formed the image—
the gold, the silver, the iron, the brass
and the clay—were blown away and no
place was found for them. And the
stone that smote the image—the King-
dom of God—became a great mountain
and filled the whole earth, after break-
ing in pieces and consuming all the
kKingdoms of the earth. Perhaps peo-
ple will say that is ‘‘treason.’” If so
they had better indict the Bible for
such utterances, as 1 am oniy repeating.
what the Bible says, and what there is
in the Book of Doctrine and Cevenarts,
the sayings in the latter Book being, in
some instances, a repetition of things
God spoke in ancient times. Butthese
sayings are from a divine source, and I
bear my testimony to-day of their
truth: for I know the time will come
that *‘everything that is in the worid,.
whether it be ordainéd of men, by
thrones, or principalities, or powers,
or things of nature, whatsoever they
may be, that are not of God shall be
thrown dewn and shall not remain.”
Now, my brethren and sisters, yon
and I belong to a Church which has
been set up and ordained and is con-
ducted and carried on under the im-
mediate direction of the Lord Jesus
Christ, who represents the Father.
Thus the Church of Jesus Christ, the
Church of God, has been established
by His authority and by His power,
It was not set up by the wisdom of
Joseph Smith, who was at first but a
Euur ignorant lad. He was notcapa-
le of mfenting a church so beautiful-
ly organized as the one to which you
and I belong. When we look at the
order of this Church, as detailed here
in the Book of Doctrine and Cove-
nants, the order of the Holy Priest-
hood as revealed by the Almighty
Joseph Smith—it appears a marvelan
tnere is nouthing so beautiful on the
earth. There is no government, no
society, no church which has an exist-
ence that can be compared with 1t, It
is a perfect organization. It could not
have emanated from the brains of a
man like Joseph Smith, nejther eould
it have emanated from the brains of
any set of men unless they had been
divinely inspired. It is perfect when
every officer occupies his right posi-
tion; when every quorum occupies jts
prﬂ]ﬁr place; when every man stands
in his own order, no one infringing up- .
on the rights or duties of another, but
every man in his glace, all mnrln%aﬂ
designed by the Almighty, there isa |
perfect organization, established bﬁ
divine power, And itwill accomplis
the work it was inteaded to accom-
lish. And there is this consolation in
t to us. Not only is this organization
set up as the Almighty otdained, but it
is placed here to remain. It shall never
be destroyed. The Kingdom shall not
be left to another people. It shall never
decay. It shall apide and stand for-
ever. It shall regenerate the earth. If
shall prepare the way for the coming
of the Son of man, It shall establish

power of Satan and his hosts, and the
organizations to which theyv belong. It
shall prevail amongst all the nations
of the earth. And whereas in former
times the Kingdoms of this world have
prevailed azainst the Saints and against
the institutions to which they w.re at-
tached, the tide will be turned in the
latter days, and the kingdom, or insti-
tution, or church, whatever you please
to call the organization to which we
belong, shall prevail over all its ene-
mies and andure forever, It shall re-

enerate the earth, and establish the

ingdom and power and might and
Spirit of God upon the earth and drive
out the institutions of inan and the
powers of darkness, and fill the earth
with the glory and the power of our
Redeemer, who shall come and reign
in the midst of His people as King of
Kings.and Lord of Lords, and all na-
tions and kingdoms and peoples shall
serve and bow the Knee to Him.

['think about that time there will be
some talk concerning the union of
Church and State, It is very certain
that about that time there will be a

ood deal of religion in politics. There
sa’'great outcry about that now. That
is one of the objections made to the
Church to which yon and 1 belong,
which our Father has set up; for it is
just as true that it contains within it
the germs of the Kingtiom~of God as
that it is sev up by the power of God.
This Chu to which you and I be-
long is not the Kingdom in its fulness,
but it containg within it the germ of
that kingdom which it has been pre-
dicted shall be established upon the
earth—the mightiest government that
the world ever saw. The Government of
God aB it exists in the eternal worlds
shall be established amongst men on
the earth, and the will of the Lord
shall be done here as it is done in hea-
ven, Our kind ‘“‘ehristian friends have
been prai{ing for that event. They say
—“Thy Kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is done in heaven.”

‘This Church that God has established
takes hold of us just as we are, as
men and women, as members of so-
ciety, as members of any political
form of government we may exist
under, and teaches us our duties in
every phase of Itfe,in every position
we occupy a8 members of the Chureh,
as futhers and mothers, as neighbors,
as friends, as members of the same
body politic, as members of the same
county or territory or state or govern-
ment. It comes to usin the name of
the Lord and teaches us our duty in
every capacity., 1s there anything
wrong in that? It does not so appear
to me. It seems to me that God who
is'my creator,who owns me, who owns
the breath that goes in at my nostrils
and that I breathe out again, who
owns the life blood that courses
through my veins, who owns all the
elements that sustain me and keep me
in mortal life, who owns the earth 1
stand wupon and all the particles
which compose it and all things that
move upon it—it seems to me, inview
of all this, that God has a right to tell
me what I shall do that I may please,
serve and obey Him, and He has a
right to tell me what to do in every posi-
tion in which I am called to act,
civil and religious alike. The ancients
used tolook to the Lord for instruction
in everything,even when they went out
to battle against their enemies, In all
their movements they looked to ‘the
Lord for counsel, and when they did
thus they were blessed and prospered,
and when they tnroned away from the
Lord they went into darkness,

Now the Lord has set'up this Church
—the Church of Jesus rist of Lat-
ter-day Saints—upon the old pattern,
the same pattern exactly as Jesus
Christ revealed to His Apostles. The
same ordinances exist, the same gifts
and blessings are enjoyed according to
the faith of the people and according
to the manner in- which they are
sought after. If people are careiess
and indifferent and do not seek for
those blessings,the Lord will not force
them upon them, ‘But these blessings
exist in the Church to-dayas in ancient
times. The authority that Peter,
James, John and the rest held exists
in thas Church to-day, revealed direct
from on high—not handed down
througha succession of doubtful popes,
but revealed direct from heaven in our
own day. And let me say that this di-
vinée communication hus not ceased.
It was not merely renewed to Joseph
Smith and then taken away again. The
spirit of revelation now rests down
upon the leaders of this people. That
Bglrit by which Moses led the children
of Israel in the wilderness, by which
they passed through the Reéd Sea dry
shod, the same spirit, the same au-
ttmntf the same power, are here in
the m dst of the Latter-day Saints. |
know it, and every one else can know
1t if they will walk in the light of God
E“?ﬁ?E“k for the testimony of His

his Church that the Lord hases

tablished upon the earth has been es-
tablished to w and increase and
spread forth. Of courseit will attract
the attention of the world, and will
excite hostility. That is to be expec-
ted, it is rcasonable that it should, for
this Church is different from an t]ling
else in the world. It has a diéerent
spirit, a different ‘aim, a different de-
sign, a different destiny from any
other Church upon the earth,  Itis the
Kingdom of God in embryo. Itis the

ower of God in earthern vessels. It
s the light of God sent down to dispel
the darkness that is upon the earth. It
is the luthnritg of God placed upon
mortal man, and it will continne until

the earth is redeemed, until the king-
doms of this world shall become :Ee
kingdoms of our God and His Christ,
No wonder it incites hostility and an-



