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DEATH OF APOSTLE ERASTUS
SNOW,

Tae Latter-day Saints everywhere
will be paimed to learn that Apostle
Erastus Snow expired at five minutes
to seven o'clock last cvening, Sunday,
May 27th, 1888, at hls residerce in the
Eighteenth Ward, Salt Leke City. The
cause of desth was an affection ef the
kidneys.

Erastus Snow was descended from a
uoted and namerous family of Maasg~
chusetts, who located in that colony at
&l early period of the Puaritan migra-
tion. He was born in St, Johesbury,
Caledonia (Jonnty, Vermont, Novem-
ber 9, 1818, and was one of a family of
seven song aud two daughters, the
children of Levi and Lucina Snow. It

is stgniflicant that be was born in the.

same state which produced Joseph
Bmith, Brighain Young, Heber ¢!, Kim-
ball, and several other men, noted
among the tounders of the ereat lat-
ter-day work, & high and select circle
ot which he was g0 well worthy to bea
member.

From childhood it was apparent that
his was 4 nature having a strong afiln-
ity for truth and pure imtelligence.
His mother was a devout womean, and
a member of the Methodist church,
and st 4 tender age he was deeply
impressed wlth religious sentiments.
In the “sfring of 1832, when bhe
was in his fomrteenth year, Elders
Orson Pratt and Luke Johnson
visited Vermont, preaching the folness
of the Gospel to the people. The
household of Levi Suow afforded good

. #round for the precious seed, William

and Zerubbabel, elder brothers of
Erastus, were first baptized, and the
whole family, except the tather and
two sous, subsequently nnited with the
Church. In the Iater years of his life
Erastus declared that, while listening
to Elder Orsou Pratt conversing upon
the Beriptures, and reading or repeat-
ing the revelatlons given throngh
Joseph the Seer, the Holy Ghost rested
apon him and bore testimony to him
that their teachings were true.

Erastus was baptized by his brother
William, ¥ebruary 3, 1533. He studied
the Bcriptures dilizently, zud soon de-
sired very much that he might teach
und warn others, apd communicete to
them the light he. had received. Ile
was ordained a M'ezcher, June 28, 1834,
by Elder John F. Boynton. He was
at that time employed on his lather’s
iarm 6t 8t. Johnsbury, where a branch
of the Church had besn bailt up,
and though but & boy,|he 1abored ¢arn-
estly in the minystry to which he had
been called, by visitiug the Saints at
their homes, and accompinylog the
Elders en short inissionary trips in
1that vicinity.

On November 13, 1534, when he had
baraly compicted his sixteenth year, he
was ordaleed 1o the oflice of a Priest,

by bis brother Willism, Hesoon after !

traveled us a missiomary into the States
o¢f New York and New Hampshire,
preaching jin public apd private, He
was successiul, aud « number of bap-
tisms resulted from his labors. On
August 16, 1833, when but a lad
of slxteen, he was ordaiped zn
Elder by Elder Luke Johnson, and
for some months after this labored
with fucreased zeal, in” New Hamp-

shire and Vewwnont, ir company
with  bis brother, Willard, and
others, Wm. E. DMcLellin being

bis companion 2 portion of the time.
‘On Nov. 8, 1833, he left St. Jehnsbury
for Kirtland, in company with Elder
Hazen Aldrich. It w23 a journey
about seven hunmdred miles, and on ti
e¢cond day of it he became seventeen
years old. Whilecrossing Lake Krie,
the two Elders ¢ame méwr Deing coip-
wrecked, but they at length recached
Kirtland, their destination, on Decc. 3,
having experfenced a 1'oush journey.
Here Erastus firat met the Prophet
Joseph Smith, of whose household
he became an inmate for several

weeks, J
While at Kirtland.at this timehe atsy

Saints, and many anticipations were
indnlged in concerning his futore ci-
reer. He was but a youth 1n years, but
his wonderfu] gifts as a prescher, and
the eloguence that marked all his ef-

"mrts rave prorise of such futnre ex-

| cellence, that it was frequeutly stated
' he would prave equal, if not superior,
| to Sidney Rlgdon, who was the great
orator of the Church, and whose fame
in that capaclty had spread throuzh
that region even before his baptism in-
to#he Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints. To- this day those
members of the Church who regided Iu
Kirtland fondly dwell upon the impres-
slond made upon them by discourses
delivered by Brother Erastus Bnow in
the Temple at Kirtland. He had a
handsome and intellectual counten-
ance, and a voice of singular sweel-
ness and power, which, when he
warmed up with his subject, was clear
and trumpet-like in it8 tones. In his
early life the siowness and dejiberation
in speech of his later years were not
known; he spoke with wivacity and
decp earnestness, goiog directly at his
subject with a force and clearness that
captivated bis hearers and msade him
sioguldrly success{gl as s, missionary.
His sermons in those days were modg{s
in style, and even unbellevers were
compelled to admit that as = pulpit
orator he was scarcely to be sur-
pasgged,

Up to this time his opportunities for
acquiring an education had been lim-
ited to the rudiments tanght in the
¢ommon schools of his native village;
but he thirsted for knowledge,and dut-
ing his first winter in Kirtland, that of
18356, he attended the Elders* School,
imbibiug both secular and religiouas in-
struction. He was present at
the dedication of the  Kirt-
land Templie, and 2 witness of and
participant in the glorious munifesta.
tions and proceedings connected with
that event, which occurred March 27,
1836. Soonafter the Temple was dedi-
cated, he received his endowments
thel‘ei’u. and at about this tiine was
ordained 4 member of the Second

uorum of Seventies. Inthosedaysthc

utjes of the ministry pressed hesvily
and with Eanmount importance npon
most of thé Elders who were willing
and worthy to engage thereln; and of
these Erastus Snow was always oge
of the foremost. Shortly after having
been endowed with power from on
high in the House of the Lord, he pre-
parced to take a mission tolPennsyl-
vania, upon which he started April 16,
1836, ‘The labors of this mission are
thns summarized: He was absent
a little over eight months, returning
to Kirtlaud Dec. 19, 1836; in which titne
he treveled 1600 miles, preached 220
discourses, baptized 50 persons. and
organized several branches of the
Church, OQn one occasion he was as-
sailed by an armed mob, which col-
lected at Cherry Run, Armstreng
County, for the purpose of driving
kim out of the neighborhocd, and he
Lhud nparrew escape frem personal
violence. )

While the headguarters ol the Church
were located at land, he took sev-
eral missions in diferent directions,
laboring in many different states. His
zeal knew ne bonnds, and his devo-
tien to the work ui saving souls
proved him to be s heaven-appointed
evanrelist. - The power of God at-
tended him. Miracics were wrought
under his hands, and gainsayers were
put to flight. It was his fate to meet
in the polemical arena many of the
chosen champlons of the various sects
of the day. The frequency with which
he became cngaged in noteworthy
public discussions scems to have been
a marked feature of his missionary
career, but ke was invariably vie-
torions. !le posscsged & comprehen-
sive mind of remarksble logics] and
analytical powers, combined with a
resistiess elequence, and a talent for
portraying the truth and unveiling its
opposite which rendered him in-
’vinclble in & debate npon the prie-
clples of the Gospel.

In May 1838, he was recalied to Kirt-

land from ¢ mission to Peannsylvania
and Virginia, 2nd instructed to pre-
psre to go to Missouri., Iie left Kirt-
and June 23,and reached Far Wesg
Jaly 18, where he met his parents and
other relatives who hsd . removed
thither from Vermont, some of whom
were siCk with fever snd ague. Here
he merried, Dec. 13, 1838, Artemesia
Beman. '
A volume would be req\nrcd to do
justice to the part he took in the Mis-
sounti persecutions, snd to the devotion
he displayed towards the Prophet Jo-
saph. He with other brethreg aided in
the attempt of the Prophet sud his
faliow prisoners to escape from Libh-
erty Jail, Feb. 8, 1830, and was,witb his
compaaions in that udventure,arrested
and subjected to Imprisonment and &
triel; but, in fulfilment of a remark-
able prediction made by the Prophet
Joseph, he apd his companions es-
caped scot free. Brether Snow did
not refax his eforts to secure the lib-
eration of the Prophet antil it was
flpally accomplished ,indirectly through
his efforts.

Io June, 1839, Brother Boow located
his family in & temporary home in
Moutrose, opposite Nauvoo, wherethe
waints were rapidly buliding a city,
and on July 4, he startedon a mission
through portions of Iltllnois. It hav-
ing been revealed to him in a dream
that his tamily werg sick and needed
nis presence, ke returned hoe, agad
fonud his wife and several of his rela-
tives in bed with the fever and, ague.
He ministered to them, and to” many
others who were sick, until he was
prostrated thimself, On partially re-
coverlng, te started tor Quincy by

teuin, snd ywas throwp, into s stream
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tracted universal attention among the | 8nd narrowly escaped drowning. Tals

accident brouxbt on  relupse, aud he
was contined to his bed for Beveral
weeks, J

At tbe October cornference 1839, he
wis made u member of the High Coun-
cll at Montrose, und for a time after
tols was severely tried by the sickness
of biwmself and familly. On April 28,
1540, he started on a mission
to Peunsylvapia and New Jersey,
god lsboered a2nd traveled  with
ereat diligence uptll called home
by the deatn of his wife’s mother in

the fall. fe soon returned 0
nts neld, wsccompanied by és
wife. He accomplished a great
work in the two  states last

named, snd, 10 Augzust, 1841, left that.

tield to po to Salem, Maysachusetts,
for the purpose of openingup the work
there. His snccess in Salem was re-
markable, snd within afew montbs a
lurg@@branch had been bullt up _there,
and the work had spread to Boston
and many heighbering towns and
citles, in the vortheastern part of
Massachusetts and edjolniug portions
of New {lampshire.

The eloquence and power with which
Elder Snow preached the Gospel in
those regions i{s well remembered by
tnany of the ingabitants to this day, and
the “Mormon” misslonary travellng
through them| will often hear his natne
mentioned,

In resEect to the rapidity with which
the work spread,nnd the superior class
ot]people who were conyerted Lo it,the
tield opened up by Elder Suow, of
which the city ot $ulem wac the head-
quarters, was s remarkable one, He
labored in this field unti} the sﬂrlng of
1843, when he retarned to Nanveo
where be arrived after ag absence of
about two and a half years,

ile spent the winter of 1843-4 in Nau-
voo, and at the April Conterence, 1844,
wag culled on another misslon to New
England, Ie was laporing in and near
Salem 2t the time ot the awful trugedy
at Curthage the news of which brought
him back to Nauvoo. Here he re-
mained uutil February, 1346, when he
was appointed to a mission to
Wisconsin and Northern Illinols.
e started te gzo, bot  kis
horse took sick and he  wus
compelled to ftturn to Nauvoo, where,
on acconnt of sicknoess and olper cir-
cumstances, he remained, After he
Temple wa3s dedicated, he wWas ap-
pointed to labor tberein, and did Se
for a time.

When the evacuation of Nauvoo had
been decided npon, Brother Snow was
sent to (Quiney to procure suppliesfora
ploveer company. On February 16th,
1846, he crossed tic Misslssippl wils
his family, and was froni theuce ln the
van of the exiled Sainis;, on their way
westward, if we except a return trip
made irom Mount Pisgah to Nanvoe,
tor the purpose of disposingz of prop-
crty, and repairiog repeated disasters
that had occurred since leaviog there,
in the way of losing Zoods, stock, etc.
His eftort was partially successful,
and-hasteuing from Nauveo to where
he had left his tamily, Brother Snow
conveyed them to bouucil Blufts.
He and his family experienced their
full share of vhe sufferings endured
by the Saints in Winter Quarters,
aund in Jenuary 1847 be with owuers was
called by revelatios tirough President
Brigham Young to assisg in the work
of organizing tne Ssints ior the great
journey they werc about to undertake.
He responded earoestly and diligently.

Having been sclected ss one of a
company to pioneer the way for the
main body of the Salnts, he, on April §
1847, calle% his family together, 1md
nis hands dpon them and blessed tuem;
and, making such arrangements for
their weifare as be could, he joined the
camg of the Pioneers, a few miles out
on the prairie, leaving his dear ones 1o
the bhands of God. i

Of the hardships, adventures and in-
cldents of the joarney of the I'ioneers,
lack of space will not permit us bere to
treat,
weary match, Brothers Erastus Spow
and Grson Pratt, on the 21st of Joly,
1847 ,emerged from the mouth of Emlg-
ration Caflon, and caunght their first
view of the Great Salt Lake, and the
future site of the ca.lpiw.l cl:{) of the
Saints. After assisting for about six
weeks in _the labors which crowded
npoa the Pioneers ia making & location

snd prepating to receive theapproach-

Ing Saints, Brother Snow started back
to Winter Quarters after his family.
Ilis daughter, Minnie Minerva, had
died during his absence. He remained
at or near Winter QQuarters until Jas-
uary, 1848, when he took & journey
amoong the branches of the Church in
the east, to soticit reilef for the exlled
Saints. Returning to Winter Quarters
in April, he began to make prepara-
tions to convey his family to *‘the val-
ley,’* which journey was completed in
the foliowing September. .
Soon .after this he wasappointed

one of the Presidency of the
Stake, The sapostasy of Lyman
Wight, and the organizing of a

First Presidency of the Cisltrch
out of the Twelve, created four va-
cancies io that quorum; and on Feb-
ruary 12, 1849, Cnoaries C. Rich, Lorenzo
Spow, Erastus Snew aud Franklin D.
Richards were ordained to flll those
vacancies. At the following October
conference Brother Snow was ap-
pointed to go on s missien to Den-
mark. On the 16th of the followlng
Aprll he landed in Liverpool, and
after visiting meny branches of the
Church in the Britlsh mission, salled
for Copenhsgen, Wwhere he landed
June 14, 1850,

The scope of & sketch like the|pres-
ent one will not admit of u detailed
account of the wonderful work per-
formed hy Eider Snow in opening up
the Scandinavian mission, With the
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ust before the end of that
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keys of the Apostleship he opened a
door 10 the inbubitants of that portion
uf the giobe, which many thousands of
them have since entered, 1o feast upon
and luxuoriate in the Dblessiogs
ot galvation. The companlons of Kl-
der Snow were Elders George P,
Dykes, Joha E. Forsgren and P.O.
i{unsen, aad in Jes8 tasn tswo months
after Elder Snow's arrival in Copen-
jhagen flitecn persons were baptized,
from which nuclens the work Spread
throughout Scandinavia with = rapidi-

velous.

Elder Snow retdrned from this mis-
sion, reaching Salt Luke City, Augnst
20, 1852, having been absent nearly
three years, At tbe October Conter-
ence, 1853, he was called, in conncctisn
with Brother George A, Smith, ta
gdther fifty fainllies to strengtben the
settlements in Llron Counnty; and in
1854, he went to St. Lonis to zssume
charge of the affairs of the Chorch
there and in the Western States. Iu
November of that year he be-
j gan the publication of the St. Louis
Luminary, an advocste of the Saints
and their teachings. He returned to
Utsh iz the antumn of 1555, and 10 the
following year be pertormed a brlet
mlssion to the states. lle performed
another similar mission prior to the
fall of 1861, when he, in connection
with- George A. Smith and other klders,
was assigned to the task of building u
Southern Uthh. This mission starte
from Salt Lake City Novempver 29, 1801,
and trom thencetorth the lot und la-
bors of Brother Snow became mainly
ideptitied with Southern Utah,

uyrotber Snow was of medivm hejght
| and somewhat heavy build, llis com-
plezion upd eyes were llght, but his
najr was black before it took on the
whiteness which accompanies ad-
vanced vears. 1lis forehead was hizh
and broad, his uose acquiline und the
jaw somewhat heavy,the whole counte-
napce indicnth great intelligence,
deep thouzhtfulness, combiued with
indomitable will power. Whenat rest
he seemed to be in careful cuntenpla-
tlon of some subject engaging lis at-
tention, which was the case, 18 those
tamiliar with bim Know.

He was & man among men. \When
his thonghts were yttered, whether in
private circies, in council, or on the
public platiorm they had the clearness
that is jmparted by having been care-
tully weighed. As & cousequence he
was a9 safe and sound an adviser as
could be found. From the earliest
times of his long connection with the
Church he has been ylewed 33 one of
the wisest men who bave been
identitled with the ' work of God
in this dispensation. This distinguish-
iny characteristic was cxhibited lo
every position in which he was re-
quired to opgrate, and in the midst of
every class of circumstances; ss;an
evangelist, carrying the Gospel to the
nations, building up the Chuorch ut
home, in every way was this admirable
trait manifested.

He wae a striking example of the
power that & man can wield,occupyiug
a conspicoous and influentisl position,
who, as u rule, rescrves his force until
the occasion arises for its exercise.

AsS a gpeaker he¢ was usually delib-
crate ina marked degree. DBut when
circumstances demanded apd the In-
srimtlon of the Almighty rested upon
blm to a large extent, he was one of
the most eloquent meén of modern
timea. It was only on occasions, how-
ever, when his power in tbat respect
was exhibited and atsuch times his ut-
terances were, 30 to speak, electrical in
their effects. His disposition when
not aroused against the machinations
of the evil-doer, was mild and gentle
to a remarknble degree. Buf when
awakened agaiust iniquity and when
the fire of the Lord was in him, he was
terrible in rebuke. We bave heard it
remarked by one familiar with both
mep, that in that respect be wasproh-
ably only surpassed by Brigham
Youpz.  Sometimes the prophetic
3pirit would fall upon him suddenly,
when speaking in his usuai deliberate
3nd exceedingly dispassionate man-
per he would at once beam with
animation and intelligence. As an
instance in point, on & suynday sfter-
woon, ahout ten yesrs ago,in President
Young's school Bouse, negr the Eagle
gate, where the meetings of the Iilgh-
teenth Ward were at that time held
during a discourse he touched up on
the necessity of the young. men be-
toming familiar with the institutions
of the country, its Constitution
and laws, He paused for & moment,
and then in the most clear and pointed
lan; uage and with a power that sent a
thrill through the andience he prophe-
cied that pot long hence the nation
would iznore and trample under foot
every principle gnd sateguard of the
Constitution in order to Qestwg this
people. Not one priuciple, he gaid, but
would be set asidein ordér to accom-
plish that object. Then turning to those
who were séated upom the stand, he
told them to treasnre that statement
in their memeries, ‘'and you may

wiil Eee it verified, but every efort wili
fail.

Some of those who hesrd hls'predic-
tion have a vivid recollection of it, not
only becauge of its nature, hut the

olvlverrul spiritunder which it was de-

ellver.

-He was spiritually gifted in a high
degkee. During his tliness |t was evi-
dent from remarks made by him to
different persons by his bedslde, that
his mind was directed toward the ded-
jcation ot the Temple at Manti. This
brings to mind the fact that at the
dedicatlon of the Kirtland Temple on
which occasion the power of the Lord
was marvelosly manifested, he was
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ty which may well be regarded as tnar-

write it in_your notebiooks, for you|
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moved by the Holy Ghg L
declare ~the idemity ﬂéltom,m!w
spoken of by John the Reve ¢ 03&‘
soould proclalm, aiter thy, l"-tnu
of the earth, that time mﬁ“*
more. Many of the Salgyg ﬁh;d ‘ea
lu Londoe in 183, whey b, .
over» oo his  way g S
Scandinaviap mission, wiy f’ﬂ ™
that io a weeting of e bnt"“
arose and sang beautitylly 1,1“‘"‘, |
‘that being one of the upj'mm"l'!,
oceasionally exerclsed. By
Brigham Young was the Btea
l fzer of the lutter-day digpep, L™
it is generally admitted m:“%l"
Snow wus second only 1o mmh'&q
regard. 1Iis career was myo%
striking ability a5 a leader ‘mrtl“lq'-”
gettlements and cuuducunmeﬁ’% i
ander the most diflicglt !
circomstances.  ‘The deyg
Southern Utab was ooe gf
in that ressect. That forme, |
and forbidding region, “’ﬁl{h‘ :
blossomg all over with ‘theiy, '1
ments, llke 08568 i the ga, 0
which'fa embellished by Lo
temple dedjcated to the sem?ﬂl;
Most High, s 2 monument g o &
has sccompilshed in that lip, v"k
a labor that required ng , By
mind, sastalned by ipe %
and power of God, ’lznapeoph
region speak of bim affestjgy,
the father of thal part of g JL
tory inhabited by the Sy, 1
setllements of Arizana apg
have also been largety estyp) &-‘
developed under his immedyy, kA|
vision, under the directigy &
general presiding anthorly Xy
Church. . a5k
Brother Suow bad been afe
several years with the compiyy o
tinally carried him offl. Wi o
| domnitable wlll power apg o *
whicli characterized him ne\|
thelencroachments of thedem?:m
attended assiduously 1o hig byt
servant of God. Uf lawp, fi
much of his time in iexieg ot
his return he remarked thst j
quence of the sottness of the m“;
that country, he felt as If plghal:
undergone 1 renewsl. in,"zt
more tuan four weeks singp
selzed with the attack that e @
his death. The excllng cagy,,!
severe cold, which aggravateqp, ,-|
ady with which he had betnu"
atifieted Lo such an extent thy)y,
almest entirely conticed to ik "]
and most of that time to 4y, |
Q&JQ‘

oyt

Every sttention, medical
wise, that could be applied nj
stowed upon hlm, N
In bis last illneas he waa sy
bf members of his family, g-
kind 2nd sympathing friends hy
ited him. The change that
dissolution occurred at
one o'clock yesterday (Sundy g
noon. * He "retained couskul
untll about fitteen minutes bey)
desth, when he sank pemetpl]“.j
ap if Ialling asleep, the el s
leaving its mortal tenement iy
stated at the opening of thisems,
Brother Snow leaves behid 3
noble family to represent hip i
‘pide of the vail, while he
his labors in connection withiy .
lan ¢f redemption)on the o)
9 frhaps needless 1o say Lty
of Latter-day Sainta sympw*',“
the wives and children sod ol
mediste connections of thisf
Apostle of the Lord Jesus. ‘?4
reailze the fact that e (n
on earth has lost the servicay;
efficient, capable and upright
in the cause of truth. His umg
in the Quorum of the Twelvesn
he was and i3 held in’ the bizhgs
teem and afection, apprgtins
sreat worth, feel with spechil s
ness his depatture to the ol
He {8 not, however, in ane sm.lT

He I8 still with usbyhlsghs
amples, his family, acd ihe fulw
he performed in the flesh e
tion with the establishment oless

rinciples on the earth, At

as gone to miogle WAk
spirits of the just to tom
to labor in the catse &

was nearest his heart and toamit
sound of the trump of the pa
tion, when that body which i &
to be lald away will arlse sssd|
bleom of immortality and b ek
‘with the great spirlt whkh
dweld in it, i

The services over the repusis
departed will be held ju the i
cle, Salt Lake City, on Fali!
Msy 30th, beginnipg at i vl
From 8 a. m,to that boort:M
will be in the building, ia el
all who desire, an opportushim
the face of the honored desd,

THE SUICIDE MAMA

It isa fact proved by cereill
pared statistics, that (e uﬂ!ﬂ
toward sulcide has becn incri!
America aud Eurape, Soardh
passes that does notrapari B
of self-destruetion, Tuedis®
whigh appear todsy relste Bl
dozen cases of self-marder %]
country,

Many people advance 8 t7E
tribpting insanity toall cases dn
clde. The more geperl a0

however, holds that just 2 n-;;;
D&Y 20 on without any sttempie
destruction so the guicidal A
tion is formediu even tbe &
minds which then carry itosi #1%
coolness tnspired with the mos !
rationglity. This 18 evidenced b
tated kuowledge acaquired,of
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