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DRATHDEATH OF APOSTLE ERASTUS
SNOW

tena latter day saints everywheree
will be pained to learn that apostle
erastus snow expired at five minutes
to seven last evening sunday
may 27 th 1888 at hisbis residence in the
eighteenth ward salt lake city the
causecanoe of death was an affection ofef the
kidneys

erastus snow was descended from a
noted and numerous family of massa-
chusettschu who located in that colony at
an early period of the puritan migra-
tion he was born in st johnsburyhasburyJo
caledonia county vermont novem-
ber 9 1818 and was one of a family otof
seven sons and two daughters the
children ofet levi and lucina snow it
is significant that hebe was born in the
same state which produced joseph
smith brigham young heber C kim-
ball and several other men noted
among the founders of the creat lat
ter day work a high and select circle
of which he was so well worthy to be a
member

from childhood it was apparent that
hisbis was a9 nature having a strong affin-
ity torfor truth and pure intelligence
his mother was a devout woman and
a member of the methodist church
and at a tender age he was deeply
impressed with religious sentiment
in the spring of 1832 when he
was in illsbis fourteenth year elders
orson pratt and luke johnson
visited vermont preaching the falness
otof the gospel to the people the
household of levi snow afforded good
ground torfor the precious seed william
and Zerubbabel elder brothersbrother of
arastakarastuEr were first baptized and the
whole family except the latherfather and
two sons sabsubsequently united with the
church in the later years of his life
erastus declared that while lislistening9
to elderelde orsea pratt conversing upon
the scriptures and reading or repeat-
ing the revelations given through I1

joseph the seerbeer the holy ghost rested
upon him and bore testimony to him
that their teachings were true

erastus was baptized by his brother
william february 8 1831 he studied
the scriptures diligently and soon de-
sired very much cihat he might tench
and warn others and communicate to
them the light heshe had received liehe
was ordained a teacher june
by elder john F3 boynton he was
at that time employed on his labblathersers
farm at st johnsbury where a branch
of the church hdbd been built up
and though butbat 9 boyhe labored earn-
estly in14 the ministry to which he hadbad
been called by visiting the saints at
their homes and accompanying the
elders on short missionary trips in
that vicinity

on november IS 1831 when he had
barely completed his sixteenth year he
was ordained to the office of a priest
by his brother william he soon after
traveled as a missionaryaary into the states
ofef new york and new hampshire
preaching ainin public anoand private he
was successful and a number of bap-
tisms resulted from his labors on
august 16 1835 wuenwhen but a lad
of sixteen he was ordained an
elder by elder luke johnson and
lorfor some months after this labored
with increased zeal inannewnew hamp-
shire and velmontvecmontVecVezmont in company
with his brother willard and
others wm E mcclellinMcLellin being
hisbis companion a portion of the time
on novNOT he left st johnsburyJehns bury

ierfor kirtlandEi in company with elder
hazenhieu aldrich it was a journey1otqI
about seven hundred milesaniles and on wetire

day of it he became seventeen
years old while creasing lawlabeyriebeErieLa brie
the two elders cameaade nearnar being ship-
wrecked but they at length reached
kirtland their destination on deedec 2
having experienced a rough journey
here erastus first memett the prophet
josejosephh smith of whose household
liehe

ge
becamecame an inmate for several

weeks
while at kirtland at this time he at

universal attention amonamong11 the
saints and many anticipations were
indulged in concerning his future ca-
reer he was but a youth in years but
his wonderful gifts as a preacher and
the eloquence that marked all his ef-
forts gave promise of such future ex-
cellencecel lence that it was frequently stated
hhee woulawould prove equal itif not superior
to sidney rigdonbigdon who was the great
orator of the church and whose fame
in that capacity had spread through
that region even before his baptism in-
to tee church of jesus christ of lat
toterr day saints to this day thosethose
members of the church who resided in
kirtland fondly dwell upon the impres-
sions made upon them by discourses
delivered by brother erastus snow in
the temple at kirtland he hadbad a
handsome and intellectual counten-
ance and a voice ofet singular sweet-
ness and power which when he
warmed up with hisbis subject was clear
and trumpetliketrumpet like in its tones in his
eaearlyra y 1lifeiae the slowness and deliberation
in spspeechee h of his later years were not
known he spokekewithwith vivacity and
deep earnestness going directly at hisbis

i
subject with a force and clearness that
captivated hisbis hearersbearers and made him
singularly successful as a missionary
his sermons in those days were models
in style and even un believers were
pompelcompelledled to admit that as a pulpit
oratorbrator he was scarcely to be sur-
passed

up to this time his opportunities for
acquiring an education had been lim-
ited to the rudiments taught in the
common schools otof his native village
but hebe thirsted forfor knowledgeand dur-
ing his first winter in kiriland that of
1835 fhe attended the elders school
imbibing both secular and religious in-
structionst he was present at
the deddedicationleation of the kirt-
land temple and a witness of and
participant in the glorious manifesta-
tions and proceedings connected with
that event which occurred march 27
1830 soon after the temple was dedi-
cated he received his endowments
therein and at about this time was
ordained a member of the second
quorumrum of0 seventies in those days the
tudutieses of the ministry pressed heavily
and with paramountaramount importance upon
most of adthe elders who were willing
and worthy to engage therein and ofef
these erastus snow was always one
of the foremost shortly after having
been endowed with power from on
high I1ina the house of the lord he pre-
paredpialred to take a mission to pennsyl-
vaniava rila upon which he started april 16
1836 the labors of this mission arare
thus summarized he was absent
a little over eight months returning
to kirtland dec 19 1836 in which time
he traveled 1600 miles preached
discourses baptized 50 persons and
0organized several branches of the
Clichurch on one occasion he was as-
sailed by an armed mob which col-
lected at cherry run armstroarmstrongng
county for the purpose otof driving

I1 hivahim out of the neighborhood and he
had narrow escape from personal

i violence
while the headquarters of the church

were located at kirtland hebe took sev-
eral missions in different directions
laboring in many different states his
zealwal knew no bounds and hisbis devo-
tion to the work of sayingsaving souls
proved him to be a heaven appointed
evangelist the power of god at-
tended him miracles were wrought
under hisbis hands and gainsayersgain sayers were
putat to flightight it was his fate to meet
inanfn the polemical arena many of the
chosen champions of the various sects
of the day the frequency with which
hebe became engaged in noteworthy
public discussions seems to have been
a marked feature of his missionary
career but he was invariably vic-
torioustorious he possessed a comprehen-
sive mind of remarkable logical and
analytical powers combined with a
resistless eloquence and a talent for
portraying the truth and unveiling its
opposite which rendered him in-
vincible in a debate upon the prin-
ciples of the gospel

inIB may 1838 he was recalled to kirt-
landlaad from a mission to pennsylvania
and virginia and instructed to pre-
pare to go to missouri he left kirt
and june 25 and reached far west
lulyjuly IS18 where he met hisbis parents and
0therother relatives who had removed
thither from vermont some of whwhomom
were sick with feverever and ague here
he married dec artemesia
beman

A volume would ticbe requiredaired to do
justice to the part hebe tootook in the mis-
souri persecutions and to the devotion
he displayed towards the prophet Jjo-
seph he with other brethren aided in
the attempt of the prprophet0 phet and his
tallowfallow prisoners to eseescapea e from lib-
erty jail feb 8 1839 and his
companions in that adventure arrested
and subjected to imprisonment and a
trial but in fulfillmentfulfilment of a remark-
able prediction made by the prophet
joseph he aud his companions es-
caped scot free brother snowshow did
not relax his efforts to secure the lib-
eration of the prophet until it was
finally accomplished Indirectly through
his efforts

in june 1839 brother snow located
his family in a temporary home in
montrose opposite nauvoo where the
saints were irapidly building a city
and on july 4 be starstartedtedenon a missionemission
through portions of illinois it hav-
ing been revealed to him in a dream
that hisbis family werewera sick and needed
hisbis presence liehe returned home aad
found his wife and several of his rela-
tives in bed with the fever and

0
ague

he ministered to them and to many
othersOthera who were sick until he was
prprostrated0 on partially re-
covering hebe started torfor quincy by
team and was thrown into a stream

and narrowly escaped drowning this
accident brought on relapse and he
was cOuconfined to hisbis bed for several
weeks

at tuethe october covieconferencerence 1839 hebe
was made a mememberaber of the high coun-
ell

coun-
cil at coutrosMou trosee and for a time after
this was severely tried by the sickness
of himself and family on april 28
1810 he started on a mission
to PennpennsylvaniasylvaRia and new jersey
and labored and traveled altwith
great diligence until called home
by the dealu of his cifes mother in
the tall ilehe soon returned
jais held accompanied by grio1I ls

wife ilehe accomplished a gre t
work in the two states last
named andinandia august 1841 left that
heldfield to go toco salem massachusetts
torfor the purpose of opening up the work
there his in salem was re-
markable and within a few months a
largalargo branch had been built up there
and the work hadbad spread to boston
and many neighboring towns and
cities in the northeastern part of
massachusetts and adjoining portions
of new hampshire

the eloquence and power with which
elder snow preached the gospel in
those regions is well remembered by
many of the inhabitants to this day aandud
the mormon missionary traveling
through them will often hear hisbis name
mentioned

in respect to the rapidity with which
the work spread and the superior class
of peopleeople who were converted to inthe
fieldfield opened up by elder snow of
which thetae city of salem was the head-
quarters was a remarkable one ilehe
labored in this field until the spring of
1843 when he returned to nauvoo
where he arrived after an absence oiof
about two and a halthall years

ilehe spent the winter of 1843 4 in nau-
voo and at the april conference 1844
was called on another mission to new
england he was laboring in and near
salem at the time of the awful tragedy
at Carthage the news of which brought
him back to nauvoo here he re-
mained until february 18461845 when he
was appointed to a mission to
wisconsin and northern illinois
he started to go but his
horse took sick and he was
compelled to return to nauvoo where
on account of sickness and otnerother cir-
cumstancescum stances he remained after the
temple was dedicated he was ap-
pointed to labor therein and did suav
for a time

when the evacuation of nauvoo had
been decided upon brother snow was
sent to quincy to procure supplies for a
Ppioneer1 0 11 eer company on february
1846 hebe crossed the mississippi withwita
hisbis family and was from thence laia the
van of the exiled saints on their way
westward if we except a return trip
made from mount pisgah to nauvoo
for the purpose of disposing of prop-
erty and repairing repeated disasters
that had occurred qunceance leaving there
in the way of losing goods stockstack etc
his effort was partially successful
and hastening from nauvoo to where
liehe had left his family brother snow
conveyed them to bouncilcouncil bluffs
he and his family experienced their
full share of the sufferings endured
by the saints in winter quarters
and injanuary 1847 he with olbers was
called by revelation through president
brigham young to assist in the work
of organizing toethe saints for the great
journey they were about to undertake
he responded earnestly and diligently

having been selected as one of a
company toto pioneer the way for the
main body ofof the saints he on april 8
1847 called his family together laidisla
Dnisis hands upon them and blessed anem
and making such arrangements for
their welfare as he could he joined the
camp of the pioneers a few miles out
on the prairie leaving his dear ones in
the hands of god

of the hardships adventures and in-
cidents of the journey of the pioneers
lack of space will not permit us here to
treat just before the end of that
weary march brothers erastus snow
andurson pratt on the of july
18471817 emerged from the mouth of emig-
ration cadion and caught their firstarst
view of the great salt lake and the
future site of the capital city of the
saints after assisting for about six
weeks in the labors which crowded
upon the pioneers in making a location
and preparing to receive the approach-
ing saints brother snow started back
to winter quarters after his family
his daughter minnie minervaminerva hadbad
died during his absence he remained
at or near winterfinterIf quarters until jan-
uary 1848 when he took a journeyy
amamong0ng the branches of the church inin
the emteast to solicit relief torfor the exiled
saints Returnreturningin to winter quarters
in april hebe began to inmakeake prepara-
tions to convey his family to the val-
ley which journey was completed in
the following september

soon after this he wasappointed
one of the presidency of the
stake the apostasy of lyman
wight and the orianorganizingiziaig 1of a
first presidency of thithe b
putgut of the twelve created four vva-
cancies

JL

in that quorum and on feb-
ruary charles 0 rich lorenzo
snowslow erastus snow and franklin D
richardsricharids were ordained to fill those
vacancies at the following october
conference brother snow was ap-
pointed to go on a milmissionision to den-
mark on the of the following
april he landed in liverpool and
after visiting many branches of the
church in the british mission sailed
for copenhagen where he landed
junejane 14 1850

the scope of a sketch like the pres-
ent one will not admit of adea detailed

i account of the wonderful work per-
i formed by elder snow in opening up
the scandinavian mission with the

keys of the apostleship hebe opened a
doordoer to the inhabitants of that portion
of the globe which many thousands of
them have since entered to feast upon
and luxuriate in the blessings
of salvation the companions of el-
der snow wwereere elders george PF
dykes john E forsgrenforagren and PPO0
hausenhansen audand in ess than two months
atteralter elder snowssnowa arrival in copen-
hagen0bagen fifteen persona were baptized
from which nucleus the work spread
throughout scandinavia with a rapidi-
ty which may well be regarded as mar-
velous

elder snow returned from this mis-
sion reaching salt lake city august
20 1852 having been absent nearly
three yearsyeara at the october confer-
ence 18531833 hebe was called in connection
withh brother george A smith towhgibberer fifty families to strengthen the
settlements in iron county and in
1854 hebe went to st louis to assume
charge of the affairs of the church
there and in the western states in
november of that year he be-
gan the publication of the stlouisst louislouis
luminary an advocate of the saints
and their teachings he returned tto
utah in the autumn of 1855 and in the
following year he performed a brief
inmission to the states he performed
another similar mission prior to the
tallfall of 1861 when hebe in connection
with george A smith and otnerother ciders
was assigned to the task of building up
southern utah this mission started
from salt lake city november 209 1861

and from thenceforth the lot and la-
bors of brother inow became mainly
identified with southern utah

brother snow was of medium height
and somewhat heavy build his com-
plexion and eyes were light but his
hair was black before it took on the
whiteness which accompanies ad-
vanced years his forehead was high
and broad hisbis nose acquilineacquillue and the
law somewhat heavy the whole counte-
nance indicating great intelligence
deep thoughtfulness combined with
indomitable will power when at rest
he seemed to be in careful contempla-
tion of some subject engaging his at-
tention which was the case as those
tafamiliar with him know

he was a man among men when
hisbis thoughts were uttered whether in
private circles in council or on the
public platform they hadbad the clearness
that is imparted by having been care-
fully weighed As a consequencesequence he
was as satesafe and sound an adviser as
could be found from the earliest
times of hisbis long connection with the
church he has been as one of
the wisest men who have been
identified with the work of god
in this dispensation this distinguish-
ing characteristic was exhibited iu10
every position in which he was re-
quired to opoperaterate and in the midst of
every class of circumstances asian
evangelist carrying the gospel to the
nations building up the church at
home in every way was this admirable
trait manifested

he was a striking example of the
power that a man can wield occupying
a conspicuous and influential position
who as a rule reserves his force until
the occasion arises lorfor its exercise

As a speaker hebe was usually delib-
erate in a marked degree but when
circumstances demanded and the in-
spirations of the almighty rested upon
hhim1211M to a large extent he was one of
the most eloquent men of modern
times it was only on occasions how-
ever when his power lain that respect
was exhibited and at such times hisbis ut-
terancesterances were so to speak electrical in
their effects his disposition when
not aroused against the machinations
of the evildoerevil doer was mild and gentle
to a remarkable degree but when
awakened against iniquity and when
the fire of the lord was in himaim he was
terrible in rebuke we have heard it
remarked by one familiar with both
men that toin that respect hebe was
ably only surpassed by brigham
young 6 sometimes the prophetic
apispirittit Wwould fall upuponon him onsuddenly
when speaking in hisbis usual deliberate
ndand exceedingly disdispassionatedispassionpassionalte man-
ner hebe would at once beam with
animation and intelligencetelli gence As an
instance inIII point on04 a sunday after-
noon about ten years aboin president
youngs school house near the nagleeagle
gategale where the meetings of the eigh-
teenth ward were at that time holdheld
during a discourse he touched upon
the necessity of the young men be-
coming familiar with the institutions
of the country its constitution
and laws liehe paused for a moment
and then in the most clear and pointed
11language and with a power that sent aftthrillTI1taethroughro h the audience he
cieacieda that flot long hence the nation
would ignore and trample under toot
every principle sidand safeguard of the
constitution in order to cestrdestroy0 ththis

I1 people not one principle he pailsaid busbutt
would be set aside in ordinorder to bomaccom-
plish that object then turning to those
who were seatednested upon the stand he
told them i to treasure that statement
in their memories and you inmayay
write it in your notebooks for you
wiowill see it verified but every effort will
fallfail 11

some of those who heard his predic-
tion have a vivid recollection ofof it not
only because of its nature but the

under which it was de
Soallver

he was spiritually gifted in a high
degree duringdoing his clinessahlness it was evi-
dent frontfrom remarks made by kimhim to
different persons by his bedside that
his mind wao directed toward the ded-
ication of theoe temple at manti this
brings to igind the fact that at the
dedication ofot the kirtland temple on
which oceloccasionplon the power of the lord
was marvelously manifested hebe was

moved by the holy ghost totn
declare the identity of u
spoken of by john the Zbea

prociaproclaimlin after ah
otof the earth that time abbe
more many of the saint
luin london in 1850 whowhen a
over on his way totem
scandinavian mission win

a meeting otof the itaw

iroilarose and sang beautifullyea flauy
that being one of tthee spspirits
occasionally exercisedcis

brighamBrigtiain young was the KM
teeriter of the latter day
it is generally admiadmitted
snow was second ononly toys
regard his career wa wistriking ability as a leaderleaboth
settlements and con
under the most I1 cal
circumstances thee ddelete
southernaouthern utah wasivas one in-
in that respect that totorn
and forbidding region ai

blossoms alloverall over withwit w
ments like oases inimI1 thebe
which is embellished Wbya
templemplete dedicated to the
Mmostost high is a monamonument
hhasas accomplished in a
a labor that required I1
mind sustained bby theth
and power of god thefth6
region speak of him aaffect
the father of that partpan ofkofl
tory inhabited by the fia
settlements of arizona aa
have also been cargallargely fltka
developed under his m
vision under the didirt
general presiding ant
church i

brother snow habad beai
several years with the cocoi
finally carried hirahim off 1

will power i
which characterized hitahill

of thed
attended assiduously to la
servant of god
much of hisbis time in mexia
hischis return hebe remarked taj
quence btbf the softness ofofa
that country he felt as itif I1

undergone a renewal
more than four weeks 4
seized with the attack thiu
his death the exciting
severe cold which agnagaran
ady with which he bad ml

to such an extent
almost entirely confined to
and most of that time Wevery attention liu
wise that could be a
stowed upon him 1

in his last illness he aisi
bby members of his famam
knudkind and sym pathina frie
cited him the changege alum
dissolution occurred at
one yesterday 8
noon he retained aoh

until about fifteen inminutes
death when he sankk p
as it falling asleep the fi
leaving its mortal beneme
stated at the opening at ams

brother snow leaves ut
noble family to represent
side of the vailI1 while heba
his labors in connection1011 q
plan of redemption31 ooon til
is perhaps needlessediestne to sayay

day saintssainta wm
the wives and children
mediate connections ot
apostle of the lord fesuiJest
realize the fact thitthat
on earth has lost the i

I1 efficient capable and u
in the cause of truth 1 1

in the quorum of the T
hebe was and is held in t
teem and affection aap
great weiwoithth feel with
ness his departure to I1

he is not however inquo
he is still with usasbybk

amples hisbis family and tthe
he performed iin11 the biesk

1tionI on with the estaba
principles onoba the ear
has gone to mindingi
spirits of the lustjuit
to labor in the
was nearest his heheartt a 11

sound of the trumptram 9M
tion when that bbodyd w
to be laid away will ail
bloom of I1immortality
with the greatreat bpispirit
dwelt in itft

the serservicesvites averover ththe T
I1 depdepartedartea wwill1 be held
cle salt lake city or
may beginning j
from 8 a in to thitthat
will be in the building
all who desire an op
the faceofet the honerhonored i

THE SUICIDE 46
IT is a fact proved7 by P
pared statistic ir thatchati1toward suicide haoban bbw
america anandd europe
passes that does notrepaA0 0
of self destruction A

which appear todayt 1

dozen cases of self 0 1

country
many people advance

insaniinsanity to all

cldecide toethe more VOWgebat

however holds bat 11

may go on without any
destruction so the alaidulcid
tiondionisis formed thin eibi
minds which then carryl
coolness inspiredinspiredwiwithtu
rationality this Is e
tailed knowledge


