
THE DESERET WEEKLY
te doomdooin in a fearful manner in

chapterpter 64 in which case itbecomes
a ttiatteratter of imperativeimperative necessity to

obtainltiain the details of the tragedy
TWOis squandering of time and

talentent is lamentable we have
boaterasterro ater ththingsliaga to do than this our
une is barely sufficient to prepare

rof our coming duties remember
tatoe advice of our beloved prophetget81 thee from the best books wordsof wisdom we are a light to the
worldww wee are progressive or
shouldid be our motto is excelsior
uest us then discard all that is frivol
alb andnd grasp the weightier thingsof thehe kingdom for therein liesiles all
that is18 great and good D J W in
wafe index

COACH JOURNEY
thaeeab has brouwrought a wonderful

in the modes of traveling inthis western country before rallrailaaa were introduced among us all
arund travel was by stagecoachstage coachkmW itthis very useful vehicle now

nigh relegated into oblivionaftbt the recipient of much morevw
A attention and interest than

ordinary railroad train is of toby ven among us the genera
t

abow
of today may be presumed to

little of the typical stage
80 a passing and brief deswon of it may not be amiss as a

tadeirude to my narrative
h

e old overlandove coach was quiteeavyy vehicle and was usuallywn by fromn two to four spaspann of
84

the body of the coach was
upon heavybeavy I1leatherneathern

lowedh which 1in someme degree al-
n ltit to conform to thewf the road but even with thisadapty pt at ease it was seldom that

a
y worn traveler reached his

n without bruised and
8 bones when taxed to the

e the interior would hold six
ftsteW though only four could be

0 r
ot seated the capacity

v tiraerikh
9 ttop0P was indefinite for no mataw

aaa cianyy itsite occupants there
theshe

always room for one more P

sha k oftentimes swollen
cen proportions was the

of the mallmail bags and
josa

9
baggage passengers mightso one might readily inferstagstagecoach with its insideoutside passengers drawn swiftly

aaa 7 ita thabreeree span of horses
sight and as I1 haveg it waswag with feelings of no

wash terest14 that its appearanceZwn by thefhe deoppeoplee of the little
the routeatoto eanie to my story it was

my fortune some years ago to make
a trip of three hundred miles in a
stagecoachstage coach As fortune would have
it I1 was not the only passenger
an elderly gentleman with his two
daughters sat opposite me while a
third lady wrapped in sombre look-
ing clothes sat beside me but she
however did not remain long with
us for she got off at the next town

the country for some miles was
level and the roads good at in-
tervalstervals the sharp crack of the whip
broke upon the air as the driver
urged hit horses to increased speed

soon however we came to a
rough and broken region and as
we rumbled along the coach beganbegan
to jolt and sway in a most menacing
manner then it happened that
several articles strapped at the top
of the coach came rattling down
about our heads at this the girls
gave utterance to a little scream
while the lady who had not yet left
us anxiously inquired do vou
think we are going to upset I1
was about to answer her in a mmostat
reassuring manner when I1 was ccutut
short by a vigorous thump on the
shin and a cry of pain from the
elderly gentleman whose poor foot
had been the unwilling recipient of
a severe blow from a ffallingalling package
I1 feel morally certain that he had
corns for he seemed for a few mo-
ments as if he were going into con-
vulsions and it was some time be-
fore hebe sufficiently recovered to
apologize I1 accepted his apology
as gracefully as I1 could and then
sought to condole with him in bhisis
own misfortunes inthisin this sethewiwise the
icefee was soon broken between us yet
his attention was pretty evenly di-
vided between the conversation we
now endeavored to keep up and his
injured foot for this complaining
member of his anatomy appeared to
send periodical twitchesswitchestw itches of remem-
brance to his brain and while these
continued he would make grimaces
that were amusing not to say lu-
dicrousdicrous

A few moments conversation in-
formed me that the girls were both
amiable and intelligent and with-
ala more than commonly good look
ing which of course rendered them
none the less engaging in my eyes
I1 soon learned that they lived in the

1

town to which I1 was going they
bad been visiting relatives in a dis-
tant city and were now returning
to their homes after changing
horses which you are aware is a
frequent occurrence on a stage route
we found on setting out from the
next station that our number had
been increased by the acceaccession of a

genial dutchman this good gen-
tleman was uncommonly fat and
as fat folks are was intensely good
natured meeting every sway and
jolt of the coach with some humor-
ous remark which seemed to keep
the company in excellent spirits
despite the roughness of the road
and our ever growing weariness
the country had now become wild
and picturesque in long and grace-
ful curves the road wound the

i angles of the mountains now by a
longhong dugway cutting through the
side of the hill and now running
off onto comparatively level ground
many feet below a mountain stream
plunged along over its rocky bed
here it was lashed into spray by its
impetuous hastebaste there soothed into
rest as it reached some friendly
haven where its loud complaint died
into a gentle murmur in places
the mountains came together ap-
parentlypatentlyly to form impassable bar-
riers at others they expanded into
diminutive valleys that might well
be thought a remnant of eden

it was springtime and the melt-
ing snow in the mountains had
transformed usually small and quiet
streams into large and dangerous
ones so it was not without trepi-
dation that we approached the ford
of one of these the coach plunged
into the stream As it sank deeper
and deeperdeeper the water rushed into
the interior through crevices of the
doors the young ladies began to
scream the old gentleman became
almost frantic and the representa-
tive of holland though badly
frightened was able to maintain a
tolerable degree of serenity to be
candid I1 must confess as the water
still rose finally compelling us to
stand upon the seats that it really
seemed we should be carried down
the stream to find a watery grave in
the dark and turbulent river mean-
while the girls were sobbing in their
fathers armarmmandsand refused to be com-
forted at last the water began to
lower and the coach once more
reached terratema farmarma it was indeed
with relief that we reached it the
shortabort distance to the neighboring
station was spent in mutual con-
gratulations and it was with no
slight content that we alighted at
the door of the snug little hotel to
whose generous larder we were dis-
posed to dodf ample justice

the next morning the coach start-
ed out bright and early when
about to take my seat I1 learned
from the old gentleman that on
account of the indisposition of his
daughters who had not fully re-
covered from the fright of the propre


