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The first Kuglish waiches had
weirhts sud were used as a pocket
cloek. Buch early watches hal
onlv one hand and required to be
wound up twice a day. The dials
were of eilver and brags, aud the
cases ha © Lo crystals, but opened xt
the bhack aud frout, and were four
or five inches in diameter—ahout
the pize of & cominon dessert plate.

The first great improvement of
the walech—the substitution of
springs for weights— was in 1650,
These springs were wot coiled but
were only straight picces of steel.
Boun afterward the fuse was in-
veuted, conuected with a main
spring 1n a barrel.  his was (asten-
ed to a piece of catgut, which was
wound around a spiral grooved fusee
in the shape of o cone. The last
colls were around the small euld of
the eone, thus presenting in the
runuiug of the watch the least
leverage to the greatest force of the
apriug. As the cobe wae uuwound
the jevernge changed in proportion
to the foree of the spring. This
made it possible to attain cousider-
able accuragy In the runniug of the
watch. A small Hoked chain was
‘subgstituled for the catgut, aud this
atyle of haju remained until com-
guratl\’ely recent times, ‘The spiral

air spring, which is s0 necessary
for equalizing the motion, was in-
vented and attached about the year
1658 by Dr. Hook. Lengthening or
shortening the spring lessens or iu-
creases the vibrations and makes the
regulation of the wateh »nu easy
matter.

he ucases of the early watches
were made for personal adoronient
and were of alﬁ)esurts wod shapes.
Oue that belouged tv Lady Fltz
rerald tells in a curious way the
classic tide of Jupiter and Gany-
mede, The works are contaived in
the body of the eagle, which opeﬁs
ueross the centre and dirplays the
dial plate richly engraved with
serolisand flowers.

Phe silver gilt wateh in the form
of a death’s head wnas given. to
Mary Queen of Scots, by her
hushand, the dauphin of Frauce.
it wus lately in the pos-ession of
8ir Juhn Lander, and came to his
farily through Catharine Seton, fo
whom the nufortum:te Mary gave it
before her execution. There is a
ajmilar wateh in 1 Bostob museum
ihat belunﬁ“d to one of the Pilgrim
fnthers. It is of silver, in the form
of a death’ head, opening at the
poder jaw. [t has at the topa
small ring, by means which it waa
attached to the glrdle. — Beaver
Utonian.

GENEROUS OFFER OF A CONVICT.

““SBome years azo my father rented
a house in Wethersfield from Cap-
tain Willard, who was then the
warden of the Conwmecticut State
Prisun. He was afterwards stabbed
to death, as yob may remember, by
ooe of the prisoners, who was
bapged fer the murder,”” said a
Brooklyn lady.

“My father’s fumily was very
large, but so was the old house, and
there was plenty of rcom for us all,
The grounds were apacious, and re-
quired a good deal of care, so that

often workingon them, Thess men
were all convicts, hired hy ny
father from the prisun. which was
about aquarter of a mile from our
house. Captaln Willard said they
were 4 daugerons lot, and v arned
fus to walch them closely, and ad-
vised my father not to aliow any of
us girls to speak to them orto go
pear them alope. [ cannot say,
however, that any of the gaug al-
loted to us ever mistwhaved—uniess,
indeed, it was the one about whom
[ am going to speak,

“This was & big, good-natured
tellow, very black, n capital hand
with the bapjo, and about 40 years
old. His wife and children went
to see him in the jail every visitiag
day; and they all seemed to be very
bopeful of the future, for the pri-
sOmer waa serving a terin of culy
five yenrs, He was suspected of
haviog participated in a number of
barglaries, but wag couvieted of but
oue, the robbery of a jewelry store
in Hartford. Very little properiy
was found with him when he was
arrested, and though the store had
beun couipletely emptied of its vulu.
ables, it was supposed thit he had
played but a very small part in the
raid upon It, any his sentence was
lignt,

““But vne day this:maun, to who.u
my father bad been very kind, told
tim that he had been eutirely alone
in his fast robbery and a dozen
others, aui that the day before he
had been taken into custody, kuow-
ing that his arrest was imminent,
i he had buried all his booty, amount-
iug in value, he thought, to close on
$50,000, in an unfrequented place.
He offered o tell my father where
the treasure lay, and share jt equally
with him If he would upearth it,
turn it into eash, and hold it antil
his termm of imprisoomeat had
clapsed. Of conrse, my father re-
fused to listen to sucha proposition,
and tried to worm out of his inform-
aut where the wealth-wus hidden;
but the prisoper was too cuunning for
him. He detected his oliject, nud
became very reficent. .

“About a month after Lhe manp
had been released 1y fither received
by express a package containing
fully $300 worth of jewelry, in the
shape of ladies? rings and braceluts.
There was no letter with the bundte,
buft there was oo doubt nbout the
accuracy of the address. The
things were showu to the jeweler
who Dhad been robbed. but he sajd
nooe of them had ever bLelonged to
him, so we kept them, subject to an
original owner’s elaim.

“Late last winter 1 was in New
Orleaps with my husband, and one
nfternoon an elderly colored man
accosted me as [ was walking in
the street. He was dressed in the
most fashionable material, cut io
the latest style, and he Iliterally
twinkled with diamonds; bui 1
easily recognized our old Wethers-
field gardener, He was evidently
quite rich, and I asked him when
and how he had acquired hls
weanlth

“ ‘Missy,’ he said, forgetting that
i wasan elderly married woman, ‘it
wans befo’ 1 weunt to prison. [ done
tule yer pa all ’bout It, but he give
me de ¢ole sholdah.’ "

five or six ¢olored gardeners were |
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SAVED BY BISMARCK.

Oue of Lhe stories now going the
rounds, says the Chlcago News,
tells of Bismarck’s clever ruse 1o
save a friend irom denth. It seerns
that Bismarck and his friend were
out hunting one sy, and the frieud
ineautiousty walked off iuto a mo-
rass from which he could not extri-
cate himeelf. Feeliog himse!f grad-
ually sinking the unfortunate feilow
calleil out to Bin narck:** For God’s
suke. come to my help or [ shalil be
lost i1 this quicksand.”” Bismarck
saw that the danger was great, but
he ritained his presence of mind.
-No,” cried Bismarck, I will not
veniure joto the morase, for then I
should be Jost, ton. It is evident
your eud is inevitable; therefore, to
relieve you trom the eruel agooy of
slow death 1 will'shoot you.”’

Therefare Bismarck coolly leveled
hisrifle at his floundering friend.

“Keep quiet,”” cried bismarck,
“I canunot take correct aim. Re-
member that in order to put you at
puee out of misery 1 must shoot you
through the headt.??

The shoeking hrutality of this
sugpestion drove ali fear of the
mor g8 out of the friend’s mind, the
unlueky ehap thougnt only of dodg-
'ug Bismarek’s bullet, and with this
i mind he struggled so violently,
that finally by almwst superhiuman
efforts he sueceeded iu laying hold
of the root of an uld tree aud thereby
he rescued himself.

“it was  your presence of
wind that saved me,” he coop-
fessed to Bismiarck; *Yin uo other
way could my extricution from the
guicksands have been  accomp-
lished.» )

THE act of the provinciul gov-
ernment of Quebecoffering a beunty
of 100 acres of land to all fawmilies
of twelve or more children liviog
in that provinee has had an effect
to bring the reniarkable fecoadity
of the Fren h Canadiavs into bold
relief. A pplications for these grants
ate coming into the proviucial sec-
retary at the rite of ascorea day,
aod eluee early ju A pril, wheun the
law was pawsed. the goveromeut
has been placed in possesslon of
proof estabilshing the existeuce and
whereabouts of about 1000 families
of upward of twelve liviog chil-
dreu, aud still they come.

A NEw lupd office has been lo-
ceated in Oklahoma C(City, in the
smithern part of Oklabomn Terri-
tory, and a register and reveiver ap-
pointed. The new district com pris-
es ahout one-third of Oklahown
proper. aud the purpose of its es-
tablishment .is to expedite puhlic
business.  The officials of the
Kingfigher and Guthrie land officen
are greatly crowded with work, and
therefore it was deemed advisable to
create another land distriet. Al of
the lamnds lying west und south of
Oklahoma, vxeept Greer County,
are now part of the territory, but
have not yet been added to the pub-
lic domain. They will not be npen-
ed fo settlement until negotiations
for their purechase pow in progresa
are concluded. .



