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gustus Lie Piongeon, to Mr. D. M,
MoAllister of this clty, wiil be ol
apecisl loterest to the readers of the
NEws: i
18 S1IDNEY PLACE, Brooklyn,
May 25, 1897.

My dear Mr MoAllister—The DESERET
EveNING NEws has reacbed me. 'Tbe
so-called Aztec MS. is n boax. Several
monibs ago a young lady from Fairfield,
Iows, wrote to Mrs, Lie Plongeon witb
regafd to this imporiant Aztec BMS that
bLad just been found; she was verv en-
tboelastic about i:. Had sent the original
to Prof. Morehead of the university ot
Obio tor identification and decipharment.
On seelng the drawing of the document
(?) and answering Lo her inguiry i the
characters written on Lhe bark were
Maya, we answered her decidedly, po;
that the only signs resembling Maya
were jour {see Fig. 1),which is the Maya

$ 08
et

A ———
Fig. 1.

pumerical 13. We did oot wish to tell
her ahruptly tbat we regarded the whole
thing as a hoax,she seemed s¢ happy that
p0 great a discovery bad been made in|
her nelghbhorhood.

He—whoever he is—whbo bas pro-
poanced tbe signs Aziec hieroglypba,
knows not what he says. The Az.ecs
did not make use of bieroglypls, prop-
erly speaking. To convey their thougle
they employed pictures, not alphabetio
signs. For instance, it they wished to
indicate walking, travels, etc, ibey
drew the figure of
teot (see Fig. 2), water (Fig. 3), »peech
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(Fig. 4;, and so on. Thelr numericals
were dots . . ., each represenitng a anit;
(Fig..5) would be 13, (Fig. 6) would be a
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hounee; the numerical and the eign bouse
wonld be the 13th house—tbe name of
one of thelr years.
. The find ie Dot worth a momeni'a seri-
oua ¢consideration,

I am bard at work oo a new work on
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tbe emigrations that have come to
Amerioa psince 500  years before
the Christian era o the tlme
of the coming of <Colombus,

X hope to turn out an interesting volume,
in which I expect to show wko brought
ob this continent the story of a universal
deluge and theesaving of one man in a
boat; the Chrisiian dootrines of the trini-
E; tbhe binh of & God from a virgin;

is beleg put to death on & crose; the
sacramems of the Ohristian Church that
existed among the natives when the
Spanish monks came, and many other
ideas and facte regerded by wany as co-
I;llmdencs, and are oot coincldences at
il
My frieuds who have read part of the
manuscript predict that it will bring an
avalanche of abuses ou my bead, bot I
will give proois, as many as posgible, of
every fact; so the propbecy does nbt
deter me,

With kindest regards I remain as ever,

AvTgusTUs I.E PLONGEON, M. D.

Please present my regards to Elders
Richards nnd Roberis il they are in Salt
Liake Cliy,

From the forecast of his new hook
by Dr. Lie Ploogenn, it should prove
one of the most important of that
character given to the world,’ The
subject with wulgh ne is denilog fe

wraoks made by |

of more than ordinary intereat—It ie
s deeply absorbing topic, involving
pnot only historioal informatlen re-
garding anclent America, bat Lthe
matter of commuuication from God

to man Ino modern times, Mr.
La Puwngeon will discuss the
immigration L) America an
the Ohristian religion thereon. Those

esme subjecte have recelved marked
attention in modero revelstiony for
the Liord revealed to the Propbet
Joseph Bmith a sacred history whion
conveved intormation on thogs topics.
Thie record 18 known as tbe Blok of
Mormon;, and it has beem meade the
ohject of much ridicate and misrepre-
sentation. But it has heen tmpregnahle
to a}l ageaulte upon its accuracy, either
in onromology, doctrine, prophecy or
history, there hae hees oo aiscovery
in the arct = .logy of thia country that
has teuged to throw a ealitary shadow
upon the Book of Mormoa record—
+very one has been tn direct corrohora-
tion of that book.

Dr. Le Plongeon eays be is waroed
that bis brok will bring an ave-
lsnche of abuses on his bhead. That
it an intimation of the nalure of the
congloslons he has come to, ino some

degree at leasl; and theee canDot
ne eafid to be sadverse to Lhe
Bk of Mormon record, or there

wouldd be amn ffavalanche?’ ol
apother aharacier than sbuse from the
;reat bouy o1 profeseing Christeadom,
whoare l.okirg for svmetbhing Lo be
@-eu 10 coutrovest the Book of Mor-
mon, but never will find it. Ae we
uoderstand Dr, L Plongeon, be ie not
tngHned to any particular religlous
oreed, bot js o vertheless & religions
wan ip the high moral priociples be
endeavors tn foilow, one ol which is to
eclare the troth &8 he compreherds
it, He has made a lile study of archm
ology, and bhaving scguoired a pre-
.winent etation in that #.id, bhie
couclasions npon evidenmcs In his
poeeessipn dee:rve serions cooeldera-
tlon; and there i» no question that be
nap the ¢ urage o! his couvictions and
will not be delerred frcm expreering
nis views by lear of ridicule,

Whatever the copclusions of Mr.
LiePlongeon may be on the suhject of
which he treats, the coming forth of
hie book will be ilooked for with ms
@much interest by the Latter-day
Bainte as by apy owher cizas of people,
oot with aby trepldation, but
rather with copfidence, a8 to ite bear.
ing npon the B:ok of Mormon; for
they konow wetl thal If it brionge out
oew faote on tbis eubfect they will out
{aj! to be corroborstive ot the state-
wents in that record of-anclent Amer.
1o, preserved and revealed by the
Liurd fur the enligbtenment and blees-
1ng of people 1o this age of the world,

THE KiNG BILL AGAIN.
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This wewuk @e poblished 1n
mi Hon, W. H. King’s bill
providing for the (ramefer to tbis
dtate of public JIspds  within

the territorial boundaries of Utab. By
a private letter written by Cloogress-
man King te a friend in thia city we
learn tnat as originally drawn bis bill
provided only for the cesslon of sgri-
cultural and grsfing Jande to the Btale,
During the discussion of the Uncom-
pabgre amendment, however, maady

of those who sapported the Utah dele-
gation Yo that contest took tnp gronnd
that the mineral lande within th's
limita of Utah sbounld bs conveyed t»
the Biate, and offered to eup-
port the King hil} ir n
cnntained that clause, Others stated
that if the mineral lands were not
¢ranted to the Btate they woull insiet
npon royalties belng demanded for the
tedoral government from all persons
who were working miping claims.
Some members of tbhe. House stated
they intended infroducing meisuresa
looking tothe withdrawsl of all min~
eral landas trom ]rcatlon, and o the re-
peal of the present mineral land aystem
of the goveroment. In this slate ot
aftatrs 1t was evident that with mime
eral lands inciuded in the hill the
latter wonld have 8 BLFOOE BUP=
port {rom those who arfe mnot satia-
fied with the present mineral land
sy+tem, aond this, with the aid from
othera who might not go to the fall ex-
tent, would lnsure the paesage of an’
apt ceding the agriculturalani gras.
10k Jands at lesst, to the State. Heoce
tbe hill was made a2 broad ae |4 now ia.

Remembhering the p:nt that for
years the westera prople have besa in.
g atipe that the omiy snlutlon of the
aria land questioas and the confliota
bsfween the sheep and cattlemen Is
tor the general governmeaut to oede Lo
the ststes afl of the lands within thelr
boriers, it will be seem that Judge
Kiog's proposition ie 1o the van of
western sentiment oo this matter. It
has been Csemonstratel in tne hiatory

of Texas that the state cad handle
the public Jands with advanotage
and profit to the people, As to the

mineral as well as sagricultural and
graz ng lande, the dealings of the [ed-
eral government therewith do not
present a -page of bistory free from
blemfahes—in fact 1t is notorions that
the managemsnt of such jande has
heen atlended by eome very uupleas-
ant features, And the fact remalos,
that In regard to the mineral as well ae
the other |ands, to say that peoplie at a
1istance, and olerks and subalterna
who have no knowledga ot or loterest
io the people wnose home?are in tha
viclnlty of the lauds referred Lo,
can taore jotelligently and wisely
handie, control aud dispose of
sueh iande thso the belter informed
officers selected directiy by the peo-
pie in the varlopa states, ie 10 deny
the effisiency of local sel’-zovernmeat
and tone honesty and lntegrity of the,
people in control of thelr own imme-
diate concerns, :

To eay that agricultural and grazing
lands ehould not be cede) to the Hiate
because the Iatter would not handle
them properlv would be to caat a grave
reflection upon the honor and abiiity
af the people; and the eawe ¢in be said
with regard to mineral lands. Oarrylog
tbe matter furtber, It I8 evident
that the sentiment oconcerning the
mineral lapd eystem, as 58t forth in
Judge King's ietier, i« of a charagter
to Buggest to those apeclally interested
in mineratlands that tue quicker they
bave theee ceded to the Blale the
better it will be for the mining fodui-
try., The agitation to withdraw from
purchase all mineral lande, and ip-
gist upou royaities therefsr to the goo-
ural government, already baving borne
fruit in the Uncompahgre inoident,
certainly 18 opne to osof® alsrm

F—_——_—_—_

3



