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Delivered in the New Tubernacle,
Salt Lake City, Ap il 8th, 1872,

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS,

WE have had a very good Conference; we
have heard a great deal of testimony from
the servants of the Lord,and that testimony
has been true. The building up of the
Zion of God in these latter days includes, I
may say of a truth, every branch of busi-
ness, both t.amjmral and spiritual, in which
we are engaged. We can not touch upon
any subject which is lJawfal and legal in the
sight of God and man that is not embraced
in our religion., The gospel of Jesus
Christ which we have embraced,and which
we preach, includes all truth, and every
lawful calling and occupation of man., One
subject that we are deeply interested in I
wish to say a few wordsupon, In the first
place I wish to give notice in this stage of
my remarks to the members of the Deseret
Agricultural and Manufacturing Society,
that they are requested to meet, at
the close.of this meeting, at the Historian’s
Office, to appoint their president and board
of directors for the coming season, for the
times demand that we should hold a State
fair in this city this fall,

Strangers may think this a very strange
subjeet to present in a religious meeting,
but we are building up the literal kingdom
of God on the earth, and we have temporal
duties to perform. We inbabit temporal
boaies, we eat temporal food, we build
temporal houses, we raise temporal cattle
and ternporal wheat; we coutend with tem-
poral weeds, and with temporal enemies in
our soil, and these things naturally give
rise to the necessity of attending to and
performing many duties of a temporal and
arduous nature, and they, of eourse, are
embraced in our religion. In bailding up
the Zion and kingdom of God in thesa lat-
ter days, our agricnltural and manufactur-
ing interests are of the most vital impnort-
ance; in fact manufacturing and agricultu-
ral pursuits are of vital importance to any
nation under heaven. Show me a nation
whose people cultivate the earth, and
manufacture what they need, and I will
show you a rich and independent nation.,
Show me a nation that lives entirely by
mining and I will show you a poor nation
—one that is ready to run out and become
obsolete. You see this manifest in the
history of all nations under heaven. What
gives Englacd her wealth to-day? Her
coal, iron, and the products of her soil, in
connection with her prodigions manufac-
tures; and it is so with all the nations of
the earth, What makes the United States
what she is to-day? Her products and the
cultivation of her soil, and the constant
efforts she has made to supply the wants ot
her ple. Not but whbat mining is all
right, there is no fault with the develop«
ment of the resources of the earth under
favorable circumstances. When we came
here our position demanded that the very
first thing we did was to plant our potatoes
and sow our wheat, or we had starvation
bhefore us; arnd 1 will here say that the
Saints and the Klders of Israel have gone
belore the Lord day after day and week af-
ter week, and prayed the Almighty to hide
up the treasures of these mountains, lest
even the Latter~-day Saints, with all the
faith they had, should be tempted to turn
away from the cultivation of the earth and
the mapufacture of what they needed;
and the IL.ord heard our prayers, and we
dwelt here many years and filled these val-
leys for six hundred miles with cities,
towns, villages, gardens, orchards, fields
vineyards, hundreds of school houses, and
Elauaa of worship,until we made the desert

lossom as the rose, and had a supply of
wheat, bread and clothing upon our hands.
Then, I do not know butthe eldersceased
praying for the Lord to hide up the treas-
ures of the earth, I guess they did, for very
soon after mines began to be opened, and
now silver mines are being worked in
many parts of the Territory. A few years
ago General Connor and others, who dwelt
here, with soldiers under them, spent very
many days in prospecting these mountains
from one end to the other for gold and sil-
ver, but they could find none; to-day you
may go over the same places, and if you
dig into the earth you may find plenty of
silver, and you may find it almost any-
where in these mountains, I su e this
is all right, I have no fault to find with it;
but 1 still say that the interest of the Lat-
ter-day Saints in thess mountains is to
cultivate the soil and to manufacture what
they use,

Through the influence of President
Young we have many manufactories for
wool and cotton already established in
this Territory. He has done more than
any man living in these last days, according
to the means he has had at his command,
to establish these branches of business in
the midst of these mountains. We have
now many large factories in this Territory
that have to stand still for want of wool.
want to say a few words on this sabject to
the wool growers of Deseret. Instead of
sending our wool out of the Territory. to
eastern States to be manufactured into
cloth, and purchasing it and paying eastern
manufacturers a large percentage for it
when brought here by raliroad, I feel that
it is our duty, and it would be far wiser
for us, to sell our wool to those who own
factories in this Territory, and to sustain
ourselves by sustaining home manufac-
tures.

! Adamn, after being placed in Eden, was to
| dress the garden; and he was

|
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One of the first commands given to
permitted to
eat of the fruit of every tree except one.
After a while Adam and his wife, Eve,
parlook of the fruit ofthis tree, and the his-
tory of the Fall is before us and the world.
After Adam was cast out of the garden the
Lord told him that there should be a curse
on the earth, and instead of bringing forth
beautiful flowers, fruit and grain spontane
ously,as before theFall,it should bring forth
thorns, briers, thistles and noxious weeds,
and that man should earn his bread by

the sweat of his brow; and from that time |

to the present mankind has had this curse
to contend with in the cultivation of the
earth, In consequence of this the inhabit«
ants of Utab,in their agricultural operations

have to tight against the cockle burr, the |

black seed and sunflower, as well as thorns
and thistles and many other noxious weeds,
which, if not eradicated, speedily take ad-
vantage of us, and, o a great extent, mar
the results of our labors. It will pay usto
pay attention to these things; it will pay us
Lo dress the earth, to till it, to take care of
and spend time and means in manuring
and feeding it; it will pay us to gather out
these noxivus weeds, for the earth will
then have a chauce to bring forth in its
strength, This, with the blessing of God
upon our labors, has made the soil of Utah
as produclive as it is toaday. I wish to see
this interest increase in our midst; and I
hope, in addition to this, that those who are
raising sheep—our wool growers—will pay
attention w and carry on that branch of
business systematically, and that we will
sell our wool to those who manufacture it
at home, instead of sending it out of the
Territory to be manufactured. 1 feel that
this is our duty and the course which will
promote our best interests, and it is a prin -
ciple which is true, independent of religs
ion, in any community or nation; it is a
self~sustalning priuciple,

God has bleased us, he has blessed the
earth, and our labors in the tilling of the
soil have been greatly prospered. As has
been said by some of our brethren in their
remarks, when the pioneers came here, no
mark of civilization or of the white man,
was found., Ifthose who are now 80 anxi-
ous to obtain the homes we have made, had
seen Ulah as we saw ig, they wouid never
have desired a habitation here, but they
would have got out of it as soon as they
could, It was barren, desolate, abounding
with grasshoppers, crickets and kiote
wolves, and these things seemed to be the
only natural productions of the soil. We

went to work by faith, not mach by sight, |

to cultivate the earth. We broke almost all
the plows we had the first day. We had to
let streams of water out to moisten the
earth, and by experience we had to learn
to raise anything. The stranger comes into
Salt Liake city and sees our orchards, and
Lthe trees in our streets, and hethiuks, what
a fruitful and delightful place it is, He does
not think that, lor twenty or twenty-four
years, almost every tree he beholds, accord-
ing to its age, has had to be watered twice
a week through the whole summer season,
or they would all have been dead long
since. We have had Lo unite upon these
things, the Lord has blessed vur labors,
and his mercies haye been over this peo-
ple.

If we had not cultivated the earth, but
had turned our attention to mining, we
should not only have starved to death ours«
selves, but thousands of strangers, who

have passed through, would have sharsd |
has been |

the same fate, Utah Territory
the great highway to California, Nevada,
and all the weslern S:ates and Territories,
and they have all looked,in a measure, to
Utah for their bread. Nobody but Latter-
day Saints would have lived here, and ens

r

I do not wish to detain this conferencs.
I felt as though I wanted to make a few re-
marks on these subjects. I bope, brethren,
that we will not slacken our hands with re-
gard to the cultivation of the earth, In the
prosecution of our labors in that respect
we have everything to contend with that
man has been cursed with for five thousand
years. We should clean our fields, as far as
we can, of the noxious weeds, and our
streets of sunflowers. These things ens
cumber the earth, We have one difficully
to contend with, unknown save in those
portions of the earth where irrigation is
practiced. It is truethat a man may clean
his flelds of sunflowers, cockle burrs,
blackseed and every other noxiousd weed
that grows, and the very fi/st time bhe
waters his land here will come a peck or a
buashel of foul seed from the mountains,
and fill every field through which the
stream flows, These difficuliies we have
to fight against, but we must do the best
we can, Asfarmers, we should e¢lean our
seed, and not sow the foul along with the
good. One man, in afew hours, with a
good wire sieve,can sift enough seed for ten
acres of land, and perhaps for twenty;
while, to pull that bad seed out when
grown will cost from one to five hunared
dollars, for it will take a score of men days
todo it. We should use our %ime, judg-
ment and the wisdom God has given us to
the best advantage in all these things.

I want the brethren to come together this
afternoon and elect their otficers, for we de-
sireto bold a fair this fall, in which the agri-
cultural and manufacturing interests of the
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Territory may be represented and interest-
ed. Letus not be weary in well doing;
let us noi slacken our hands, either ia cal-
tivating the earth or in the maoufacturing
of what we need. Co-operate in agricul-
tural and mercantile matters, alsoin our
tanneries, and in the making ol butter and
cheess, One man may engage in these

| branches of business with advantage if he

have skill and experience to guide him;
but in co-operation the wisdom of all is
combined for the general good. This plan
has been adopted with advantage in other
communities, cities, States, Territories and
countr:es, and it ean be in this more ex-
teusiveiy than it has been hitherto,

I pray that God will bless us, and bless
this whole people; and I pray that the tes-
timmony which we have received here dur-
ing this Conference,which is true, may not
be torgotten by us. I can bear the sa me tes-
timony. I know this work is of God., I
know Joseph Smith was a prophet of God.
1 have heard two or three of the brethren
testify about Brother Young in Nauvoo,
Every man and eyery woman in that
assembly, which perbhaps might number
thousands, could bear the same testimony,
I was there, the Twelve were there, and
a good many others, and all can bear the
same testimony, The question might be
asked why was the appearance of Joseph
Smith given to Brigham Young? Because
here was Sidney Rigdon and other men
rising up and claiming to be the leaders
of the church; and men stood, as it were,
on a pivot, not kKnewing which way to turn,
Bat justas quick as Brigham Young rose
in that assembly, his face was th«t of Jos-
eph Smith—the mantle of Joseph had fallen
upon him, the power of God that was upon
Joseph Smith was upon him; he had the
voice of Joseph, and it was the voice of the
shepherd. There was not a person in that
assembly, Rigdon, himself, not excepted,
but what was satisfied in his own mind
that Brigham was the proper leader of the
people, for he would not have his nime
presented, by his own consent, after that
sermon was delivered. There was a rea-
son for this in the mind of God: it convine-
ed the people. They saw and heard for
themselves, and it was by the power of

dured the trials and afllictions that we | God.

endured in the beginning; none others

May God bless you! May bhe give us

would have stayed and fougnt the crickets | wisdom to direct us in all things, and pro~

one year, as we had to do year afler year,
Any people but the Latter-day
would bave left this country longago. Not
only su, on account of the things I have
already named, but I will here say that no
other people could have lived here, no,they
would bhave knocked each others’ brains
out on account of the little water they
would have had in their irrigating opera-
tions, When men saw their crops and
trees withering and perishing for the want
of water, the sclfishness so general in the
world would bave worked up to such an
extent, that they would have killed one
another, and hence I say that nomne but
Latter-day Saints would have sto . d it; but
they, by the training and experience they
had before received, were prepared for the
hardships and trials they had Lo encounter
in this country, '

Brethren and sisters let us continue our
efiorts in cullivating the earlh, and in
manufacturing what we want. And I still
urge upon our Female Relief Societies, in
this city and throughout the Territory, to
carry out the couunsel President Young
gave us years and years ago, and try, as far
as possible, within ourselves, to make our
own bonnets, hats and clothing, and to let
the beauty of what we wear be the work-
manship of our own hands. It is true
that our religion is not in our coat or bon-
net, or it should not be, I a man’s reli-
gion is there it is not generally very deep
anywhere-else. But God Fas blessed us
with the products of earth and the blessings
of heaven, and his Spirit has been with us;
we have been preserved, and the Lord has
turned away the edgs of the sword, and he
has protected us during many years past
and gone, and we all have to ackunowledge
his hand in these things.

Saints | sake.

mote all the interests of Zion for Jesus’
Amen.
Tl

THINKS MONTANA BgesT,—I have met
many ¢ld Montanians who I am sure ea-
joyed better meals and happier repose
during their stay in Montana than they do
now, or have during their stay here. One
thing is sure, with but a singie exception.
I have met no Montanian who has more
money now than he had when he left Mon-
tana; and further, nine out of ten of them
when asked what they think of Utah, will
answer, “Waell, there are some big mines
here, but it is no such mining country as
Montana. Montana will beat it out of
sight when the railroad gets there.”” And
five out of six will add, “In fact: it's a
better country than this now, for every

urpose, for a poor man., The Montana

eads are not deposits, they are veins, and

true fissure veins, at that; and if it is 500
miles north, they don’t have thirty and
forty feet of snow on their best mines, like
they have here.”” And they make many
other suggestive allusions of a similar
gharactler.

There is no denying the fact that our
Montana silver mines actually show dou~
ble the amount of pay ore, as a general
rule, that the Utah mines do.—Judge J. W.
Whitlach in Helena Gazette,
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Horse THIEF.—The Pioche Record of
the 10th says Sherifl Kane arrested a Jew
on the 8th for stealing horses from Gilmer
and Salisbury, at the station, ten iles
south of Fillmore, and selling the stock at
Minersville, The prisoner was sent back

-

by stage in charge of a deputy sherii,

STEAMER EXCURSION ON THE LAKE

On BSaturday, May 11th, about three.
score gentlemen, with a sprinkling of
ladies, enjoyed a very pleasant excur-
sion on the steamboat City of Corinne
on the waters of the Great Salt Lake.
The previous (Friday) evening, it will

be recollected, was exceedingly threat-
ening,being windy,very cloudy and por-
tending a morrow the reverse of the
beautiful one which Saturday proved to
be Doubtless had the meteorological ap-
pearances been more promisiog on the
eve of the day of excursion, mavy mors
would have indulged in the trip, the
steamer being capable of accommodat-
ing not le-e than double the number of
paseengers carried on Saturday.

The party left the depot at SBalt Lake
City in the morming by the 8 o’clock
train. An agreeable ride on the U, C.
R. R. of upwards of 20 miles through
the rich agrieuitursal districts of Boun-
tiful, Centreville, and Farmington,
brouzht the party to Lake Fide. The
wide spread fislds of grain, the scatter-
ed cottages, the neatly cultivated gar-
dens, the verdure of the upspringing
velvely grass and the bountifully pro-
miging orchards, beautiful with their
extraordinary wealth of bloom, with
the grand background of mountains,
were a pleasant sight to gee, and as ono

contemplated the cheering effects
of caultivation In contrast with
the general desert appearance of

tbe suroundiog landscape and recollect-
ed how so much of the country had
been thus redeemed to beauly and man-
ifest fertility, with so little help or pos-
sibility of extensive help from a dis-
tance, the thought involuatarily arose
in the mind, that every man who had
beroically come to this far off and un-
promising region and cultivated the
earth was fully entitled, in equity, to
every foot of land which he had acta-
ally improved and made productive,

Arrived at Lake Bide, vehicles were
waiting to convey the excursionists to
the landing place, a distauce of about »
mile, some of whom, however, by way
of variety, preferred to walk and started
forth with that intent, which tuey were
glad to relinquish when they arrived st
the marshy bottom laad, as riding was
certainly preferable to wading. T'wenty
or thirty dollars in labor would throw
ap & foot-path through this piece of
marsh, so that parties who preferred to
walk for the pleasure of th: exercise
thereof might do so without the incon-
venience of wetting their feer, If this
point shall become a favorite one for a
landing place, probably some time or
other rails will be laid down from the
U.C.R R tothe bank of the Lakeand
a pile pier be built from the bank =a
bundred yards, or so far as may be
neceassary, into the Lake, so that em-
barkation and disembarkation may be
as safe, convenient, acd speedy as pos-
sible.

Comiong down the bench near the
Liake, the steamer, which had been
sighted in the distance from the. rail-
way, appeared in full view, quie‘ly rid-
ing at anchor near the shore. Not hav-
ing seen her previously, we were agree-
ably surprised at her large proportionps
and handsome and trim appearance, It
must not be supposed that she is little
larger than a row-boat, for she 18 more
like an ocean steamer, though not like
an ocean steamar either. The City «of
Corinne is a stern-wheel steamer, 130
feet long by 28 feet b am, drawing about
three feet of water. Bhe has an engine
deck, acabin deck, and & hurricane
deck, 80 that she imay be
fairly called a three-decker. She has
three cabius, carpeted and elegantly
furnished, one of them fitted up ssa
bar, with clerk’s office, etec, SBhe has
also cook’s galley and other ar-
rapgements for the culinary depart-
ment, with appropriate conveniences
for gentlemen and lady passengers,
She is fitted with Missiesipp! river,
double smokestack, high pressure en-
gioes, of 100 horse-power. Going. ten
miles an hour, the paddie wheel, with
only the floats dipping in the water,
made 18 to 20 revolutions per minute,
The steamer is8 owned by H. S, Jacobs
& Co.

A temporary pier ran out fifty feet or
80 into the water, whence the excur-
sionists were conveyed, iu her two row-
boate, to the steamer.

Passengeis and freight being all safo.-
ly aboard, at about a quarter past ten
the steamer weighed anchor, the stars
and stripes at the mast-head spread out
to the breeze, and the vessel headed for
Antelope Island, westward about a
dozen miles. Most of this distance the
waler is not deep and the speed made
was about nine or ten miles an hour,

Looking around now upon the sieam-
er wediscover the exeurzinuisis various-
ly engaged, according to iudividaal fan-




