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there are a few moments remaining
which it is desired I1 should occupy

it Is veryerveryy interesting to hehearar the tes-
timony of the elders who have been on
missions and who have returned

as our brethren who have spoken
this afternoon and to me particularly
sosofain the case of youngToung men like bro-
ther leo clawson whose voice we
have heardlizard and whose testimony has
been given to us sending young men
uponon missions is an excellent method
of testing their integrity and also of
givingving them an opportunityalty of proving
YOforr themselves wwhetherether the testimony
they have heardbeard fromfront their parents and
others is true when a young man
leaves home to go to a foreign
land in the midst of a
coldheartedcold hearted and prejudiced world
without purse or scrip with no funds
in his pocket to depend upon to pay
his way and has to depend upon his
makermater and upon the promises thich
he has made behe is in a most excellent
position to learn for himself the truth
of the words of the savior and the
truth of the testimonies that he has
heard from his parents and friends I1
rerejoice0 ce exceedingly that our young men
have this 0 it brines
home to them in a most unmistakable
and convincing manner the truth of
those testimonies they have heard
when a canhas no food to eat when
he has no friends and Is a stranger ina
strange land traveling as a servant of
gochehas a good 0opportunityportunity of test-
ing for himself whether there is a god
and whether that god hears and an-
swers his prayers in this waywy faith
becomes knowledge because ifit a man
raysprays to god and isisasisasks for that whicheehe wants and god gives it to him
he then knows for himself that god
hears and answers prayer Itisit is luthisinthisin this
way that the knowledge of the gospel
that we have received is perpetuated
in our hearts and in the hearts of our
children transmitted from one gener-
ation to another as it has been and is
being done at the present time among
these latterlatten day saints todayto day there
is a host of young men growing up in
this country who have in this manner
proved for themselves the truth of that
which I1 am now speaking of it was
in this manner that I1 learned most
convincingly in my youth that this was
the work ot god I1 believed it yes imay
say I1 knew it to be true but when i
was sent out as a missionary without
purse and scrip and compelled to feel
after god and ask him for those thinesq
that I1 wanted I1 learned to my entire
satisfaction that when I1 did need godsgoda
blessingsblessingsHehe was at hand to confer
thereuponthemthern upon me according to the de-
sires ofof my heart and tiletiie necessities
of my case in this manner men who
are now of middle age have grown up
with this knowledge and the youth to-
day are in their turn acquiring the
same knowledge obtaining it through
the means which god has appointed
and in the manner he has designed

there are two objects to be accom-
plished by the elders going out with-
out purse and scrip upon the apostolic
plan in the first place they learn for
themselves that god lives and that he
hears and answers prayer in the
second place they test the world the
savior says you re
celceicalvetti me and the same will feed you
and give you money and he who feeds
you or clothes you or gives you money
shall in no wise lose his reward andaej
he that boeth not these things is not
my disdisciplecipleelpie by this you may know my

I1disciples
we test the world in this manner and

prove whether they will receive the
servants of god and supply their sim-
ple wants when they travel preaching
the gospel without salary or pay of a
pecuniary character but looking
unto the lord for the reward that he
has promised to bestow when a man
has been gone as brother clawsonclawson has
and as brother george goddard has
brother clawson for two years and
upwards he becomes acquainted with
the lord be learns to know god is his
friend and he throughgh his life after-
wards ifit he cherishes that knowledge
which he has then acquired is a faith-
ful servant of god there are todayto day
hundreds of our youth scattered
throughout the various fields acquiring
this knowledge of god becoming fa-
miliar with the things of god learning
for themselves that which they have
been taught in theory and having it so
thoroughly instilled into them and be-
coming so indoctrinated by thesethede prin-
ciples that they never will forget
them

my brethren andaud sisters we can re-
joicelo10 c exceedingly in the prospects be-
fore0re us we may be hated as our
brethren have described we may be
maligned and calumniated and called
all manner of evil names but with all
these things we canran refnefrejoicebice because it
is thetile legacy that was left to us and
leatto every follower of jesus christ
by himself when he was upon the
earth ilehe that lives godly in christjesus paul says shall suffer persecu-
tion he did not say that they mightm
sufferpuffer it he did not put it in a doubt
ful manner but he said they should
psufferfrer they shall suffersu persecutionVweie have proved the truth ofot that say-
ingin of the Apostapostleslols but nitwith
stastandingadin all this wawo can look around

us and see what god Is doing for us
we have the most abundant causes for
thanksgiving and praise ilehe Is bless-
ing us as no other people todayto day upon
the face of the earth are being blessed
outside of our community there
is hatred there is animosity there is a
beelinfeeling of wrath entertained against us
we are hated by those who
know us not but inside there is
peace there Is happiness there is joy
thereitierelseisis eaithbalth growth and develop-
ment a people growing up in these
mountains that will yet astonish the
world by the exhibition of those grand
virtues that god is developing in our
inmidstdstast through the teachings of the ev-
erlastinger gospel that we have received
A union unparalleled unexampled at
this time upon the earth exists
throughout our settlements and in
all our associations from north
to i south from east to west
a people dwelling together in
peace and M love loving each other
with an intensity of love begotten ol01
god and that is unknown elsewhere
the fruits of the outpouring 0ot tthehe spirit
and power of god upon us Mmenen say
that this is imposture that these are
the fruits of ignorance that the bind-
ing of this people together in the man-
ner in which we are associated in these
valleys is merely the result of the com-
binationbinabluation of shrewd men A most ex-
traordinarytraordinary spectacle this Tthathat
wherever you go throughout our set-
tlementstlements in whatsoever house you
enterenter iif the owners are latter day
sintsaintsbint you will findtind there the spirit
of peacebace and of love a willingness
to pddo0 everything possible for each
other and then when we contemplate
the growth ozitheof the people in intelligence
tometo me it is something marvelous what
god is doing for us in this direction
there is no community upon the face of
the earth todayto day andonanionamong whom you will
find so many men who have traveled
who have mingled with people in for-
eign landslanas who are so fdfamiliarmillar with the
religions and social usages and with
the histohistory of the people of other lands
as you wwill1 find in this community of
latter day saints scarcely a man
among us now ot middle age who
has not been in foreign lands
who has not traveled throughout
his own country and acquired
a knowledge of humannuman nature such as
cannot be acquired under any other
circumstances the effect of this upon
the community I1 can perceive wowe all
can observe it wherever we go it is
Uuplifting1 ifting the people not very rapidly
itpiis true but still in such a manner
that it is easily perceived you can
perceive the effect upon the people of
thet education timslims amed liyhv
our elders in hidarlahlahi larrat hililnliini
the gospel abroad neatly aitall I ulus a
ing missionaries express ey aaas
our brethren have this afternoon
brother clawson has said that
he Is determined from anis time
forward to do his share in helping for-
ward the work of the redemption
the human family when such
return bringing with them the spirit
that they have upon ttheir11eir missions
the spirit of god what a strength
is to their bishops what a strength it
is to their teachers what a strength it
is to the entire priesthood in the ward
where they reside or the stake to
which they belong and when they
come back as they do by scores this
effect is felt throughout the entire
body of the people and excellent re-
sults follow a higher tone is deve-
loped a higher standard is aimed at
and there is an uplifting of the people
as it were to that higher standard

this is going on allali the time and the
effect is marked and already felt
those who travel through our settle-
ments see many things that strike
thelandthethemmandand strike them more forcibly
because of the different impression
created by the falsehoods told con-
cerning us these falsehoods have
their gooddood effect in this respect for
when a man hears so much about the

mormonscormonsMormons he natunaturallyfallyfaily pictures to
himself the kind of society that he will
meet when he goes anlonanionamong them if
he has never met mormonscormonsMormons hebe has
an idea in his mind from what he has
read or from what he has been told
as to the kind of people he will meet
when he sees them but he is thrown
into mormon society he finds
that they have no horns that they
have no cloven feet that they do not
garnish their conversation oaths
and that if he had not been told these
were mormonscormonsMormons he would not have
discovered it by any outward shsign
when be comes into our cities I1 instead
of seeing drunkenness instead of
hearing blasphemy instead of seeing
the profanation of all that is holy he
sees a people dwelldwellingirig in peace hp
sees quietude prevailing and the cohlcon

strikes him very forcibly why
says he this is not that which I1 ex-
pected to see these are not the people
1L expected to meet this is not tae so-
ciety for which I1 looked when I1 came
into the settlements of the latter day
saints in utah these very false-
hoods therefore have the effect ofImpressimpressingirig where meumen have theopthe op-
portunityportunitounItTunity of mingling with the peoplep

more forcibly upon the mind than
otherwise would be the case that
which they see it takes tinietime how-
ever to remove prejudice to diasaluse
peoples minds they think that there
is something hidden something that is
very bad thatteat they have not yet dis-
covered and this sometimes remains
in the mind a good while

but as sure asits god lives so sure
wwillilllii weve live down these false charges
and impressions and the day is not
far distant when lovers of good
government lovers of peace will turn
their attentionqt to these valleys in
which we dwell and to this society of
which yeve farm a4 part vorfor here 10a

trouble in the future there i perr-
eartherea gevery far off we can hear

a faint rumbling of it as it were inthe
the time will come as suresurl

as we allye when distress and cacalamitylally
will fallfalluponupon the wicked and dunour owna
nation hashag a great deal to answer for
they have to answer for deeds thathatthal
cannot be easily paid the blood of
innocence has stained the soil of free i

america the blood of a prophet of
patriarch and of other righteous meimea I1i

and women who have suffered for their
religion and forto no other cause thanthant
that they chose to esespouse0use the truth
and to advocate it piliving livilylivesilves of
purity offending no one that Is no
one who should bebb offended breaking
no law trampling upon no human
right they were cruelly murdered
and we as a people were driven out by
viviolencepiolenc driven out from thehe midst of
civilization driven out from ou rhomes
and our hard earned possessions and 1

our track is marked with the blood and
with the graves of mir own peoplepeoples
from the borders of civilization till
we reached these hockyrocky mountains
and for no cause for which we could be
punished legally we broke no law
we committed no offense against the
majestamajesty of the law we have lived i

lives 0of purity as we do here in these
mountains but prejudice was crecretcress

abed men became excited knobsinous were
formforme dand extermination was decided
upon and there was no alternative pre j

dented to us but this either to submit
to be killed off men women and chil-
dren from the face of the
earth or to take our flight aalnalas
best we could in our poverty I1t

to some remote land where we coulacould j

worship god according to the dictates 1

1

i

otof our own conscience in peace and in
quietude wewf chose the latter alter
native we preferred to face the witwil- f

berness with all its untold terrors we j

preferred to come out among tribes of I1

indians of which we knew nothing
and live in their midst and trust to
their mercies I1 savages though they
were than to remainremain among civilized
men aienmen who called themselves
christians we did this thirty seven j

yearyearssagosaxoago i

fifty four Yyearsear and a half have
passed since tthehe organization of the i

church of jesus christ of latter day i

saints and in this land there has uevernever j

been a man punished for killing a
mormon never been a man pun-

i

dished for burning a moumormonscormonsMormons house
never been a mauman punishedlied for engag-
ing in mobs and banding together for
the extirpation of the mormonscormonsMorMorimons and
the destruction of their property andind
this too in this land of boasleyboasted liber-
ty

ber-ithis in this land the most glorious
ackler theulu canopy of heavenbeaven the

flfreefreuVU thatihal ever existed the
buatbust government ever formed by
human wisdom this in this land
withwIttithelithethe constitution alfreeas free as god
himself has revealed it so free that
veryavery human beinbeing may dwell under it

without let or without in-
terferingterfering with the rights of his fellow
man giving me the perfect freedom to
worship god according to my ownowa
coxcomconscience and giving no man the
rrightt tto0 interfere with me in that wor-
shipsap aandngigivingvinz every other man the
same right and depriving me of the
riright to interfere with any other man
in his worship if he worship ac-
cording to trethe dictates 0of his
own conscience and does notnoti interfere
with the rights of his fellow man but
in this land latter day saints have
been murdered murdered for no other
cause than because they believed lain
god and believed he was a god of
revelation and todayto day utah exists be-
cause of this because of this spirit
of persecution todayto day utah Is a teterri-
tory 1I

a grand territory and we as a
people are living in these valleys of the
mountains torlor that very cause we
are a standing monument before god
and before all men of the ichuinhumanitymarilty
of man to his fellow man this is thetha
position that we occupy

1 will not these things be remem-
bered yes theythes will and they will
bring down the angerauger of a just god
upon the nation itnot for this alonalone
anere are other thinesthings and the time
will yityet come when men will flee for
safety to the laudland where the saints
dwell for we designlesllesi n by the help
of our god to inmaintainnta a free-
dom freedom for every man
frefreedomelom for every creed freedom
for every race whowhereverrever we live and
can have power all men shall have
equal freedom with us they shall be
protected with us in every human
right in the exercise of every belief
that they choose to indulge in as longiong
as by its exerciseevercise they do not tramtramplepl0
upon the rights of their follow man
and we shall maintain organized gov-
ernmentern ment others may trample upon
the laws of the laudland others
may seek to bbringrI1 n us into
bondage but we shallshail be free
through the help of our god and our
country shail be a free country for ifcyothers trample upon the constitution
we will elevate it we killbearwill bear it
aloft we will invite the men of all
cities andalid all parts of outlandsour lands to come
and dwell in peace and safety protect-
ed by that glorious instrument and the
principles it contains that god helped
thehe founders of this government to
frame

therefore isayI1 sayeay my brethren and
sisters let us be encouraged let
us cultivate the virtues that belongbelon
to our religion let us love each other
let us cultivate peace wherever we so
and extend itsita blessings as far as our
influence will permit

may god helpheip us to endure all the
trials that we may be called upon to
pass through and may ilehe bless you
my brethren and sisters and all who
are seeking to do his willwui I1 ask in the
namoname 910 jesus amen I1

uheTHE SAN JUAN COUNTRY

ITS ArPEappeappearanceARANCE AND RESOURCES

enard R anisgetisleti SETSIET
LERS ROUTES TO TRAVEL ETC

august 17 1885IBM

editor deseret news
having lately returned from a trip

to the san juan country embracing
that region of country situated in the
southeastsouthbouth east corner of colorado north-
west corner ofnew mexico and north-
east corner of arizona and in order
to answer a great many questions that
are daily asked of me concerning that
country I1 now address a few lines to
you

SANSAX JUAN cohCOVcorrycortyTY

Is in utah and hashagha a full set
aallailI1 bgby the peoples party

between tthee colorado kiverriver on the
west and the san juan river on the
cast there is a large tract of country
embracing the elkeik mountains blue
I1mountains and liasalleasalie mountains all
these mountains and their foothills and
me elevated platplainsns are one grand
cattle ranrangeet where animals can roam
and find imirtheir own food the entire year
round the blue mountains are al-
ready claimed and stocked bby carlisle

brotherslbrothers they are runningrunnrunningng some
nead the lasalle mountainsmountains arearc

also claimed and stockedblocked by different
parties but the elk mountains have
not yet been stocked and are capable
of feeding ten to fifteen thousand
bead the year round we pur-
chased the indian title to themth
froanfrom theote Indians who have claimed
them for generations past we invite
our who in the north are
cramped for room for their stock to
come and help stock up that country
it is also well adapted to sheep ralsrats

jeannotf cannot better describe this vast re-
gion9 I1 0n of country embrembracingacin g huhundreds
of miles than to say it Is 0onene grand
stock country and not carryingcarrein half
ththe stockestock it is capable of there are
also many places where farms and or-
chards can be locatedand I1iaR that beau-
tiful climate pleasant homes can soon
be made

BLUFF CITY WARD

on the san juan river is a fine loca-
tion bishop jens neilson presides
there ilehe is a fine old gentleman a
father indeed to his people and much
beloved by the saints of his wardthey are a first class lot of latter day
saints fully devoted to their mission
this place needs twenty families to
strengthen atland enable its citizens to
hold the situation politically as well
asus financially here all the fruits
grain and vegetables thatare grown in
the north callcalycan be raised in abundance
ancl someborne kinds that cannot betie grgro0
in the higher altitudes of the north
here too is a fine opening for the es-
tablishment of a woolen fabtabfactorytory to
work up the wooiwool which is a great
product of the navajo indians who
are our neighborneighbombowoaB just across the river
some of them own as many asus to

head of sheep and goats the
wool can be purchased attheatthaat the rate of
cafor5 white and ac forsor black wool
per pound here alsoaiso the tanning
bubusinessbinessainess can be established with
Pprofitonit asagthethe hidestildes and goatgoitgoatskinsskins rdireplentiful andind cheap and a shrub called
mountain rushruah grows in abundance
all over the country which forms a
strong substance fulifull of01 the tannin
principle

now who will commandcome and help develop
these industries and thus opeopen up the
way for thedoorthe poor to uundfind abor and keep
our wealth at home rather than send-
ing it off to aid in sustaining people far
aawaytilly who are continually using all
their powerbowenpowerpowen to crush out the mor
mons

directly north of bluff city ilesliea a
beautiful tract of land some 30 miles
ionlonlongiong and from three to five wide called
the ireatgreatgreat

WHITE MESA

the soil is a rich sandy loam the uppertipper
portion covered with cedar and pinion
pine excellent for fencing and fuelfueielThefueithetheentire tract abounds with rich autrittnutriti-
ous grasses where cattle and horses
cann oarnroam the year round no snowgafallsfails1atto speak of this mesa reachesto the blue mountains on the north
where we discovered two good sized
mountainlinaln streams called johnson andrecaptureItecapture creeks at or near their jjunc-
tion

unc
where we propose taking them

out by measurement weive found 1500
inchesbinches of water and this in the last
days of june whonwhen much of the irri-
gation season is over in that country
in the judgment of the company who
were with me we concluded there was
sufficient water to irrigateate or

acres of land about two and a
half miles of pretty heavy work will be
required to get this water upon the
summit or upper endomend of the mesa we
judged it would cost from to

after once on the summit it
will follow a plough for miles for the
whole mesa has a gentle slope to the
south forfon 30 miles till it drops off into
the san juan river about halfhalt way
from the foot of the mountain to the
river on this mesa Is found one of the
most beautiful places for a city that I1

i ever saw having a granagrand view
of a lalargee district of country embrac-
ingin theteh clairyenryeury mountains west of therocoloradorado riverkiver in utah fully IWloo miles
ogoff then to the southwest in full view
are the Calabasa range far away in
arizona to the southeast tilethe coucke
luck range also in arizona is inta plain
sight at the eastern slope or end of
this range Is seen a very noted peak
called the cathedral wewo traveled forfoe

days in sight of this noted landlaudlandmarkmirk
sweeping the horizon with the eye
still fartherfartherarthen to the eastwe behold the
snow capped mountains of southwest-
ern colorado ffullyully miles didistantstint
they are called parrot Dolodolores man
cos rico etc the celebrated acte
mountain where the ute indians made
the late troubletroubielewithwith the cowboyscowboysiss
also in fulifullfuaI1 view fromfroin this point about
CO miles east a lone mountain in the
midst of the uteuto reservation directly
north we have a grand view of the
blueblus mountains with their snow
cappedC axed beaksteakspeaks and green slopes cov-
ered

cov-
ee re withwit rich vegetation to their very
tops northwest and about 40 milesmile
off we get a fine view of the elleileilell
mountains with two very prominent
peaks on theibe south ppartart of tilethe moun-
tain called the bearsisears ears or

wooden shoes this mountain as
well as the blue is covered with a nefine
growthrowtl of pine timber called the long-
leaffat ptpinee fine pasture is found all
among this forest grass instead otof
brush coveringcoverly the ground

when we cigecilecame to this place we in-
voluntarily called a halt and took oftoff2
our hatsbats and gazed upon this beautiful
sight and one and all agreed that this
waswas the finest site for a city we ever
beheld

this white mesa is boundedb on
the east bgby a deep gulch in the bottom
of whichk flowsaws the recapture creek on
itsUs way to the san juan river some
seasonsreasons it dries up and does not reach
the river on the west of the alesayesa we
find another deep gulch called cotton-
wood wash where great floods of
water at times go rushing down into
the san juan river these dry washes
are found all over the country head-
ing fromfroin the mountains tito either the
coloradoorado river on the west or to the
san juan on the east and between
these washes are found these mesas
extenextendingdiugdlug the same length as do the
washes upon these mesas fine soilsoll
for farming fruit raising and grazingrazing
is always found where running w-
ater cannot be obtained reservoirs
can be built and any amount of water
stored and thus can these now desert
wastes be made into beautiful farms
ororchardschaMs vineyards and gardens for
the joy and comfort of man and if we
do not go to and occupy these landslauds
others soon will for population is
crowding out in that direction

THREEgokee HUNDRED FAMILIES
can find room on this 0onene mesamoesa where
inside of five years they can make
comfortable homes menjuen with some
means are needed who can sustain
themselves for at least one year while
we are engaged in getting out the
water inthein the judgment of the com-
pany who were with me on oanoar explo-
ration trip it was estimated that 50
men employed on the canal this winter
would bring the water upon uhethethesnasum-
mit

on the san juan eiverelver fromirom bluff
city to burnhamBurnhambam in newnow mexico s
distance of 90 miles many fine traitstracts of
bottom land are found awal
pluck and energy of our plopionaers to
takeouttake out I1thehe water andbind make itenthimItem
brinkbring forth products for the suste-
nance of both man and beast

AT

behavewe have a nice little settlement and a
ward organization bishop L caan
ham who is presiding is a ninesfines man
and entirely devoted to the interest 0ot
hisbis people here are needed allty
families to strengthen the hands otof
these noble plopioneersners and assist them
inia getting out the water higher up the
river when it canran be brought upon a
ninefine elevated mesa where some three
thousand acres of most choice land Is
located and a fine situation for laja city
here also is found choice soil and
climate for producing fruit bishopbasho10
burnham has afinefluefine startstart for anau orchard
and vineyard
ththiswhiss P ace is situated about 60 miles

from durango a nice town on thethedDR G railroad a good market for
fruit vegetables and daidajdairy and poultry
products farmington a fine littletown about fourteen milnilniles up the riveralso affords market for the people of
burnham fourteen miles fromneoveburn-ham

urn
on the road to durango on thela plata river we have a smallsmail settle-ment I1 saw here the finest wheatoats barley corn and vegetables grow-

ing that I1 found anywhere on inmy triphere acainazainas alnain is found romroom for thirtythirty orforty families where they can soonmake homes sortor nature has done muchfor this country
AT mancosMANGOS

on the river mancos we have quite a
settlement and branch organizedor anizel withalbert S farnsworthfarnsFarusworth presai dincdine herealso is found a ninefine country for farm-ing and stock raising dairying etcetotcit is situated near the foot of the doloreah mountains the exact altitudeI1 cannot statestute but I1 was in-formed that snow falls from oneto two feet during the winter but doesnot remain longiong here Is an abund-ance of fine timber and cedar andpinion pine the farms are maleby
clearing away the forest burning it upor makingmakins fencesfences to enclose theirclaims we purchased a saw and gristmill here anaaudand desire to invite attentionto this place as being a fine location tosettle in now while the place is newfor it is capable of rapid growthfiftytiny families can find homes here orrather places where inthetheyf can make pleasant and comfor-tabletab e homes
about 3030 miles west from here ontthebe road to bluff city liesiles the beauti-ful

4
MONTEZUMA VALLEY

about no30 miles ionlonlongiongg by some 15 wide
food
good soil and a momost delightful climateaeeieeej would be the finest location iq14 Qal


