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us, and see what God is doing for us.|trouble in the future; there is per- THE SAN JUAN COUNTRY. - |days in sight of this noted landmark,
REMARRKS We have the most abundant causes for | plexity notvery far off. We can hear | Sweeping the horizon with the eye,
. BY | thanksgiving and praise. He is bless- | a faint rumbling of it, as it were, inthe ; ITS APPEARANCE AND RESOURCES— | still farther to the east we behold the
ing us as no other people m-dui- upon | distance, The time will come, as sure SPLENDID OPENINGS FOR NEW SET- mq‘-ﬂpped mountains of southwest-
E[]HGE CANNUN the face of the earth are being blessed, | as we liye, when distress and calamity | ;oo ooinwes 10 TRAVEL. ETC ern Colorado, fully 100 miles distant,
7 S y | Outside of our community there| will fall'upon thewicked, and our own : ¢ They are called Parrot, Dolores, Man.
cos, Rico, etc. The celebrated Bie

DELIVERED

In the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sun~
day afternoon, Nov. 23d, 1884.

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

There are a few moments remaining
which it is desired I should occupy.

It is very interesting to hear the tes-
timony of the Elders who have been on
missions and who have returned there-
from as our brethren who have spoken
this afternoon, and to me particularly
80 in the case of yo men like Bro-
ther Leo Clawson, whose voice we
have heard and whose testimony has
been given to us. Bendg;i? young men
] missions is an excellent method
of testing their integrity and also of
f" g them an opportunity of proving

or themselves whether the testimony
they have heard from their pareats and

others is true., When a yuun}; man
leaves home to go to a foreign
land, in the midst of &

cold-hearted and prejudiced world,
without purse or scrip, with no funds
in his pocket to depend upon to pay
his way, and has to depend upon his
Maker, and upon the promises which
He has made, he is in 4 most excellent
position 1o learn for himself the truth
of the words of the Savior and the
truth of the testimonies that he has
heard from his parents and friends. I
rejoice exceedingly that our young men
have this opportunity,because it brings
home to them in 4 most unmistakable
and conyincing manner the truth of
those testimonies they have heard.
When a man,has no food to eat, when
he has no friends, and is a strangerina
strange land, traveling as a servant of
God,he has a ﬁood G]illpnrtunit of test-
ing for himself whethér there is a God,
and whether that God hears and an-
swers his prayers. In tnis way faith
becomes owledge; because if a man
rays to God and asks for that which
¢ wants and God gives it to him
he then knows for himself that God
hears and answers prayer. Itisin this
way that the knowledge of the Gospel
that we have received is perpetuated
in our hearts and in the hearts of our
children—transmitted from one gener-
ation to another, as it has been and is
being done at the present time among
these Latter-day Saiuts. To-day there
is a host of young men growing up in
this country who have in this manner
proved for themselves the truth of that
which I am now speaking of. It was
in this manner that I learned most
convincingly in my youth that this was
the. work of God. 1 believed it,yes I ma
say I knew it to be true, but when
was sent out as a missionary without
purse and scrip and compelled to feel
after God and ask Him for those things
that I wanted, I learned to my entire
satisfaction that when I did need God’s
blessings He was at hand to confer
them upon me according to the de-
sires of my heart and the necessities
of my case. In this manner men who
are now of middle age have grown up
with this knowledge, and the youth to-
day are in their turn acquiring the
same knowledge, obtaining it through
the means which God has appointed
and in the manner He has designed.

There are two objects to _be accom-
plished by the Elders going out with-
out purse and scrip upon the apostolic
gla.n. In the first place, they learn for
hemselves that God lives and that He
hears and answers prayer; in the
second place, they test the world. The
Saviorsays: ‘““Whesoreceiveth you re-
ceiveth me, and the same will feed you,
and give c;g money. &g?d he who feeds

you, or clothes you, or gives you mone
shall in no wise lose his reward: n.nyd
he that doeth not these things is not
my disciple; by this you may know my
disciples.” |

We test the world in this manner and

prove whether they will receive the
servants of God and supply their sim-
ple wants when they travel preaching
the Gospel without salary or pay of a
pecunia character; but lookin

unto the Lord for the reward that He
has promised to bestow: When a man
has been gone as Brother Clawson has,
and as Brother George Goddard has—
Brother Clawson for two years and
upwards—he becomes acquainted with
the Lord, be learns to know God is his
friend, and he through his life after-
wards, if ne cherishes that knowledge
which he has then uired, is a faith-
ful servant of God. There are to-day
hundreds of our youth scattered
throughout the varnous flelds acquiring
this knowledge of God, becoming fa-
miliar with the things of God, learning
for themselves that which they have
been taught in theory, and having it so
thoroughly instilled into them, and be-
coming so indoctrinated by these prin-
ﬂples' that they never jwill forget

em.

My brethren and sisters: we can re-
olce exceedingly in the prospects be-
ore us. We may be hated as our
brethren have described; we may be

maligned and calumniated and called
all manner of evil names; but with all
these we can rejoice, because it
is the legacy that was left to us and
left to every follower of Jesus Christ
by himself when he was upon the
earth. He that lives godly in Christ

there is animosity, there is a
wrath entertained against us.

by those who
5 B Buit inai(ile t,hiere is

ere is happiness, there is joy,
is ealth, growth and 11evelng-
ment—a people growing up in these
moyntains t will yet astonish the
world by the exhibition of those grand
virtues that God is developing in our
midst through the teachings of the ev-
erlasting Gospel that we have received.
A union unparalleled, unexampled at
this time wupoun tLhe earth exists
throughout our settlements and in
all our associations from porth
to , south, from: east to west—
a people dwelling together in
peace and fin Jove, loving each other
with an intensity of love, begotten ot
God, and that isunknown elsewhere—
the fruits of the outpouring of the spirit
and power of God upon us,

is hatred
feeling of
We are hated
know us not,
peace

there

Men say

the fruits of ignorance; that the bind-
ing.of this people together in the man-
ner in which we are associated inthese
valleys is merely the result of the com-
bimation of shrewd men, A most ex-
traordinary spectacle this! That
wherever you go throughout our set-
tlements, in whatsoever house you
enter, f the owners are Latter-day
Saints, you will find there the spirit
of peace and of love; a willingness
to do everything possible for each
other. And then when we contemplate
the growth ofjthe people in intelligence,
to me it is something marvelous what
God is doing for us in this direction.
There is no community upon the face of
the earth to-day among whom you will
find so many men who have traveled,
who have mingled with people in for-
ei%n lanas,who are so familiar with the
religions and social usages and with
the histo
as vou will find 1n this community o

Latter-day Saints. Scarcely a man
among us now of middle age who:
has not been in foreign lands,
who has not traveled throughout
his own country and acquired
a knowledge of human nature such as
cannot be acquired under any other
circumstances. The effect of this upon
the community I can perceive; we all
can observe it wherever we go. It is
uplifting the people—not very rapidly,
it is true, bat still in such a manner
{that 1t is easily perceived. You can
perceive the effect upon the people of
thes education thus  wained by
%nur Elders in travelin s and preaching
the Gospel abroad. Nveaily ai retutrua=-
ing missionaries express themselves as
our brethren have this afternoon.
Brether Clawson has said that
he is determined from this time

ward the work of the redemption of
the human family. When such men
return, bringing with them the spirit
that they have upon their missions—
the Spirit of God—what a strength it
is to their Bishops, what a strength it
i8 to their Teachers, what a strength it
is to the entire Priesthood in the Ward
where they reside, or the Stake to
which they belong. And when they
come back, as they do by scores, this
effect is felt throughout the entire
body of the people, and excellent re-
sults follow, a higher tone is deve-
loped, & higher standard is aimed at,
and there is an uplifting of the people,
as it were, to that higher standard.
This is going on all the time, and the
effect is marked and already telt.
Those who travel through our settle-
ments see many things that strike
them, and strike them more forcibly
because of the different impression

cerning us. These falseheods have
their good effect in this respect; for
when & man hears so much about the
“Mormons’ he natufally pictures to
himselt the Kind of society that he will
meet when he goes among them. If
he has never met ‘*Mormons’’ he has
an idea in his mind, from what he has
Iread, or from what he has been told,
as to the kind of people he will meet
when he sees them. But he is thrown
into *“*Mormon’” society. He finds
that they have mo horns; that they
have no cloven feet; that they do not
garnish their conversation with oaths;
and that if he had not been told these
were ‘“Mormons’’ he would not have
discovered it by any outward sign.
When he comes into our cities, instead
of seeing drunkenness, instead of
hearing blasphemy, instead of seeing
the profanation of all that is holy, he
sees a people dwelling in peace,
sees quietude prevailing, and the co
trast strikes him very foreibly. **Why,"’
says he, ‘*this is not that which I ex-
fected to see; these are not the people
expected to meet; this is not tae so-
ciety for whick I leoked when I came
into the settlements of the Latter-day
Saints in Utah.” These very false-
hoods, therefore, have the effect of
impressing—where men have the op-
portunity of mingling with the people
—more forcibly npon the mind than
otherwise would be the case that
which they see. 1t takes time, how-
ever, to remove prejudice, to diasabuse
ple’s minds. They think that there
8 something hidden, something that is
very bad, that ;they have not yet dis-
covered, and this sometimes remains
in the mind a good while.

that this is imposture; that these are |

of our own conscience in peace and in

of the people of nn::nt.hﬂrlm:m::lﬂi |

forward to do his share in helping for- |

created by the falsehoods told con-.

nation has a great deal to answer for.

They have te answer for deeds that'
cannot.be easily paid. The blooQd of
innocence has stained the soil of free!
America—the blood of a Prophet, of a
Patriarch, and of other righteous mes |
and women who have suffered for their’
religion, and for no other cause than
that they chose to espouse the truth
and to advocate it, living lives of
purity, offending no one—that is

one who should be offended—break]
no law, trampling wpon no human
right. ’fl‘hey were cruelly murdered,
and we as a people were driven out by |

no

civilization, driven out from our homes
and our hard-earned possessions, and
our track is marked with the blood and

with the pi}rg.?ea of onr own
from the rders of civilization till
we reached these Rocky Mountains, !
and for no cause for which we could be
punished legally. We broke no law:;

we committed no offense against the |
majesty of the law.
lives o
mountains. But prejudice was cre-
ated; men became excited; mobs were

ple

formed,and extermination was decided |

upon, and there was no alternative pre-
sented to us but this: either to submit
to be killed off, men, women and chil-

dren, from the face of ' the!
earth, or to take our flight as|
best we could in our poverty|

to some remote land where we could |
worship God according to the dictates |
quietude, We chose the latter alter-
native., We preferred to face the wil- |
derness with all its untold terrors. We !
referred to come out among tribes of
ndians of which we knew mnothing, |
and live in their midst and trust to |
their mercies, savages though they |
were, than to remain among civilized
men, men wio called themselves
Christians. We did this thirty-seven
years ago.

Fifty-fouri] vears and a half have
passed since the organization of the
Church of Jesus, Christ of Latter-day
Saints, and in this land there has never
heen a man punished for Killing a
“Mormon,’” never been a man pun-
ished for burning a **Mormon’s’’house,
never been a man punished for engag-
ing in mobs and banding together for
the extirpation of the “*Mormons’ and
the destruction of their property. And
this, too, in this land of boasted liber-
ty: this in this land, the most glorious
wmder the canopy of heaven, the
wioat free  that ever existed, the
best govermpent ever formed by
human wisdom; this in this land
with the constitution as free as God
Himself has revealed iv, so free that
every human being may dwell under it
without let or hinderance, without in-
terfering with the rights of his fellow
man, giving me the perfect freedom to
worship d according to my own
comscience, and giving no man the
right to interfere with e in that wor-
ship, and giving every other man the
same right, and depriving me of the
right to interfere with any other man
in his worship, if he worship ac-
cording to the dictates of his
own conscience and does not,interfere
with the rights of his fellow man. But
in this land Latter-day Saints have
been murdered, murdered for no other
cause than because they believed in
God and believed He was a Godof
revelation, and to-day Utah exists be-
cause of this., Because of this spirit
of persecution to-day Utah iz a Terri-
tory, a grand Territory, and we as a
people are living in these valleys of the
mountains tor that very cause. We
are a standing mouument before God
and before all men of the inhumanity
of man to his fellow man.
position that we uccui)y.

Will not these things be remem-
bered? Yes, they will, and they will
bring down the anger of a just God
upon the nation. Not for this alone.
There are other things; and the time
will yet come when men will flee for
safety to the land where the Saints
dwell; for we design, by the help
of our God, to maintain free-
dom, freedom for every 1man,
freedom for every creed,
for every race wherever we live and
can have power, All men shall have
equal freedom with us, they shall be
protected with us in every human
right, in the exercise of every belief
that they choose to indulge in as long
as by its evercise they do not trample
upon the rights of their fellow man.
And we shall maintain organized gov-
ernment. Others may’ trample upon

the laws of the land; others
may seek to Dbring us into
bondage; but we shall be free

through the help of our God, and our
country shall be a free country; for if
others trample upon the Constitution,
we will elevate it, we will bear it
aloft, we will invite the men of zll
cities and all parts of our lands to eome
and dwell in peace and safety protect-
ed by that glorious instrument and the
principles it contains that God Lelped
the founders of this wovernment to
frame.

Therefore 1 say, my brethren and
sisters, let us be encouraged; let

us cultivate the virtues that belong | €veri saw,
| E ufalarg}e district of country, embrac-

to our religion; let us love each other;
let us cultivate peace wherever we g

violenc2, driven out from the midst of |

We have lived |
purity as we do here in these |

|
i

This is the ||

freedom-

most beautiful places for a city thatl

HuxrsviLLe, Utah

August 17, 1885.

Editor Deseret News:

Having lately returned from a trip |
to the San Juan countr
that region of coun

(embracing
" Bituated in the
southeast corner of Colorado, north-
west corner of New Mexico and north-
east corner of Arizona),and in order
to answer a great inany questions that
are daily asked of me councerning that
country, 1 now address a few lines to
you.

SAN JUAN COENTY
is in Utah, and has a full set of officers

all electcd by the People's party.
Between the Colorado River on the

1 west and the San Juan River on the

cast, there is a large tract of country,
embracing the /Elk Mountains, Blue
Mountains and Lasalle Mountains, All
these mountains and their foothills and
mesas,or elevated plains, are one grand
cattle range, where.animals can roam
and find their own food the entire year
round. The Blue Mountains are al-
ready claimed and stocked by Carlisle
& Brothers. They are running some
20,000 nead ; the lfasal le Mountains are
also claimed and stocked by different
parties; but the Elk Mountains have
not yet been stocked, and are capable

of feeding ten to fifteen thousand
head the year round. We pur-
chased the Indian titie to them

from the,Ute Indians,who have claimed
them for generations past. We invite
our rbrethren who in the north are
cramped for room for their stock, to
come and help stock up that country,
iIi; is also well adapted to sheep rais-
ug.
[ cannot better describe this vast re-
gion of country, embracing hundreds
of miles, than to say it is one grand
stock cuuntr{g and not carrying half
the stock 1t capable of. There are
also many places where farms and or-
chards can be located,and ir that beau-
tiful climate pleasant homes can soon
be made.

BLUFF CITY WARD,

on the San Juan river, is a fine loca-
tien, Bishop Jens Neilson presides
there. Heis a fine old gentleman, a
father indeed to his people, and much
beloved by the Saints of his ward.
They are a first-class lot of Latter-day
Saints, fully devoted to their mission.
This place needs twenty families to
strengthen itjand enable its citizens to
hold the situation, politically as well
as financially. ere all the fruits,
grain and vegetables that are grown in
the north can be raised in abundance,
and some kinds that cannot be grown
in the higher altitudes of the north.
Here, to0, is a fine opening for the es-
tablishment of a weolen factory, to
work up the wool, which is a great
product of the Navajo Indians, who
are our neighboms just across the river,
Some of them own a8 many a8 12,000 to
15,000 head of sheep and goats. The
wool can be purchased at the .rate of
bc. for white and 4¢. for black wool
ger pound. Here also the ! ing
usiness can be established with
profit, as the hides and godt skins ure
plentiful and cheap, and
mountain rush, grows in ab:
all over the couwtry, which 8 &8
strong substance m:f[ of the tannin
principle. - P
Now, who willcome'and help develop
these industries and thus ope
way for the poor to find labor and keep
our wealth at home rather than send-
ing it off to ald in sustaining people far
away who are continually using all
their power to crush out the **Mor-
ons |

Directly north of Bluff City lies a
beautiful tract of land, some 30 miles
long and from three to five wide, called
the great

“SWHITE MESA.Y

The soil is a rich sandy loam, the upper
portion covered with cedar and pinion
pine,excellent for fencing and fuel. The
entire tract abounds with rich nutriti-
ous grasses, where cattle and horses
can roam the year round. NoO snow
falls to speak of. This mesa reaches
to the Blue Mountains on the north
where we discovered two good-sized
mountain streams, called Johnson and
Recapture creeks at or near their june-
tion, where we propose taking them
out. By measurement we found 1,500
inches of water, and this in the last
days of June, when much of the irri-
gation season is over in that country.
In the judgment of the company who
were with me, we conc¢luded there was

sufficient water to irrigate 3,000 or I

4,000 acres of land, About two-and-a-
half miles of pretty heavy work will be
required to get this water upon the
summit or upper end of the Mesa. We
judged it would cost from $10,000 to
$15,000, After once on the summit .it
will follow a plough for miles, for the
whole Mesa has a gentle slope to the
south for 30 miles till it drops off into
the SanJuan river. About half way
from the foot of the mountain to the
river, on this Mesa, is found one of the

having a grand view

the Hémry Mountains, west of the

dance

up the

Mouatain, where the Ute Indians made
the late trouble with the cowboys, is
also in full view from this point, abong
60 miles east, a lone mountain in the
midst of the Ute reservation. Directly
north we have a grand view of the
Blue Mountains with their snow.
cagi»ed %eaks and green slopes coy. |
ered with rich vegetation to their very
tops. Northwest, and about 40 mi
off, we get a fine view of the E
Mountains, with two very prominent
peaks on the south part of the moun.
tain called the *‘Bear’s Ears" or
““Wooden Shoes.”” This mountain, as
well as the Blue, is covered with a fine
growth of pine timber, called the Jong-
«af pine. Fine pasture is found all
among this forest, grass instead of
brush covering the ground.

When we came to this place wen-
voluntarily called a halt and took off
our hats and gazed u}mn this beautiful
sight, and one and all agreed that this
was the finest site for a city we ever
beheld, ‘

This “White Mesa" is bounded on
the east by a deep gulch, in the bottom
of which flows the pture Creek on
its way to the San Juan river. Some
seasons it dries up and does not reach
the river. On the west of the Mesa we
find another deep gulch called Cotton-
wood Wash, where great tloods of
water at times 70 rushing down inu
the San Juan River. These dry wa.ah'g
are found all over the country, head-
ing from the mountains to either the
“olorado River on the west or to the
San Juan on the east, and between
these washes are found these ‘*mesas"
extending the same length as do the
washes. Upon these mesas fine soil,
for farming, fruit raising and grazing
is always found. Where running ws
ter cannot be obtained, reservoirs
can be built and any amount of water
stored, and thus can these naow desert
wastes be made into beautiful farms,
orchards, vineyards, and gardens, for
the joy and comfort of man; and if we
do not go to and occupy these lands
others soon will, for popalation 1s
crowding out in that direction.

THREE HUNDRED FAMILIES

can find room on this one mesa, where,
inside of flve years they ‘can
comfortable homes., Men with some
immeaps are needed, who can sustain
themselves for at least one year while
we are engaged in getting out the
water. In the judgment of the com-
pany wio were with me on vur explo-
ration “if" it was estimated that 50
men employed on the canal this winter
W?éﬂd bring the water upor the sum-
mit. :

10:1 the San Juan River, from Bluff
City to Burnham, in New Mexico,s
distanee of 9 miles many fine tractsof
bottom land are found, awaiting the
ﬂuck and energy of our pioneens,to

ke out the water and make

bring forth products for the suste-
ance of both man and beast.

AT BURNHAM

we have a nice little settlement and 4
Ward organization. Bishop L. C. Burn-
ham, who is cFreslding. is a fine

and entirely devoted to the interest
eople. Here are needed ‘fifty
families to strengthen the hands of
these noble pioneers, and assist them
in getting out the water higher up the
river, when it can be brought upon s
fine elevated mesa, where some three
thousand acres of most choice land is
located, and a fine situation for §a city.
Here also is found choice soil and
climate for producing fruit. Bishe
Burnham has a flne start for an orchat
and vine[nrd.

This place is sisnated about 60 miles
from Durango, a nice town on the D.
& R.G. railroad, a good market for
{ fruit, vegetables, and dairy and poultry

prodacts. Farmington, a flne little
town about fourteen miles up the river
also affords market for the people of
Burnham, Fourteen mileafmm% -
ham, en the road to Durango, on the
La Plata river, we have a small settle-
ment. I saw here the finest wheat,
oats, barley, corn and vegetables grows
ing that I found anywhere on my trip.
Here again is found reom for thf'rty or
forty families, where they can soon

make homes iur natur
for this country. F29.000 o

AT MANCOS,

on the river Mancos, we have quite a
Bettlamunlti, and branch o anlzgd. with
Albert 8, Farnsworth prﬂﬁdlng. Here
also is found a fine country for farm-
ing and stock-raisin y dairying, ete.
It is situated near the %uut. of the Do-
loreg mountains. The exact altitude
formed. that  rot Calia

4t snow falls from one
to two feet during the winter, but does
not remain long, Here is an abund-
ance of fine timber and cedar, and
Eininn pine. The farms are ma.cie by
clearmg away the forest, burning it up
or m 1:{5 ences 1o enclose their
claims. e Jm rchased a saw and grist
mill here, and desire to invite attention
b0 this place as being a fine location to
settle in now, while the place is new,
for it ,is capable of rapid growth.
Fifty families can find homes here, or
rather places where in a short time

they can make L
ta.bfe it pleasant and comfor

and extend its blessings as far as our
influence will l|;:+r~:rn:nil:..

May God help us to endure all the
trials that we may be ecalled upon to
pass through, and may He Dbless you
my brethren and sisters, and all who
are seeking to do His will, 1 ask in the
name of Jesus, Amen,

But, as sure as God lives, so sure
will we live down these false charges
and impressions, and the day is not
far distant when Jovers of good
government, lovers of peace, will turn
their attention to these valleys in
which we dwell and to this society of
which we form a part. For there is

Jesus, Paul says, shall suffer persecu-
tion. He did not say that they might
suffer it—He did not put it in a doubt-
ful manner—but He said they should
snffer—they ‘‘shall suffer persecution.”
¢ have proved the truth of that say-
ing of .the Apostlg’s. But notwith-
standing all this, we can look around |

in
Ccﬁumdu River in Utah, tully 100 miles -
off; then to the southwest in'fall view th‘g‘?.g:éﬂ Eﬂeﬂs nest from here, on
are the Calabasa range, far away 1n | ¢, ufl City, lies the beauti-
Arizona; to the southeast the Chucke- :
luck range, also in Arizona, is in plain
sight. At the eastern slope or end of
this range is seen a véry noted peak !

called the Cathedral; we traveled for

g MONTEZUMA VALLEY,

about 30 miles long by some 15 wide

fuud soil and a most delightful climate
fere would be the finest location in al




