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william niven a well know mineral-
ogist of new york has discovered a
prehistoric city in mexico which in
point of size and interest outranksou any-
thing of the kind brought to light for
many years more than that he thinks
he has aundfound the remnants of a distinct
civilization

mexico was the home of many pre-
historic races and the whole country
from the american border to guatemala
bears silent testimony to the people
who lived and died many generations
before the white men came excava-
tions have been carried on with more or
less regularity since the settlement of
the country and many interesting and
useful discoveries have been made con-
cerning the habits and lives of these
early people but mexico is still a new
country althoughalthough so old that some en-
thusiasts claim that it was actually the
cradle of the human race A strange
but true paradox mexico with an area
of square miles has less than
j 1000 inhabitants and soperso per cent
of that number are indians inin the re
mote sections of the country the indians
are still independent of the mexican
government and in these same sections
lie vast ruins of the cities of other days
zealously guarded by the aborigines
the indians are very superstitious inin all
things but especially so in matters con
necked with these mute reminders of
the past mr niven encountered the
same obstacles as other scientists that
have gone before him but he seems to
have profited by past failures and his
perseverance has been well rewarded
the state of guerrero where the pre-
historic city was found is one of the
wildest of the central mexican states
there are no railroads and in many
places only few trails these are rug-
ged and in many places difficult of pas-
sage impenetrable forests dizzy bar
rancasbancas barren deserts where the sun
shines straight from overhead and the
water never runs are the natural guardi-
ans of these cities of the dead

1 I always feel when I1 come back from
one of these trips said mr niven as
though I1 never cared to make the ven-
ture again but civilization wears away
the remembrances and the old hanker-
ing comes back again besides there is
a strange fascination in digging down in-
to the past A piece of broken pottery
or a stone idol conveys little pleasure or
meaning to the uninitiated but to those
who have made any study of archboarchaeo
logical matters they often speak volumes

the ruins which I1 was fortunate
enough to discover in guerrero are very
extensive much more so than I1 at first
supposed at a rather rough estimate
I1 should say that territory of over goo
square miles was literally covered foot
by foot with sections of ruins every
ridge and hilltop bore the remains of
ancient temples some of them mam-
moth in proportions in most instances
these prehistoric structures owing to
the wind and rain of centuries were
little more than foundations beneath
which I1 invariably found some unique
and curious objects still many of
them stand from three to eight feet
high and are substantially built of stone
and lime

the ruins have the appearance of be
longing to one vast city and subsequent
investigations bore out my first impres-
sions on the matter during the time I1

was occupied in excavating I1 visited the
ruins of twenty two temples with altars
in the center of all of them from five to
twenty feet high and from ten to fifteen
feet square the altars were in a much
better state of preservation than the
buildings themselves being as a rule
constructed of a superior material and
laid with more care at
lipan an aztec word meaning what
a quantity of bones on top 9 I1 found
that the building stone in some of the
edifices had neendeen carefullycare tully cut of equal
dimensions and while excavating there
a great quantity of bones of animals
were unearthed this proved to be a
circular chamber or tower about twelve
feet in diameter and filled with dust
and broken plaster painted a brilliant
red and white whatever pigment was
used the color has been remarkably
well preserved and apparently is as fresh
as the day it was painted by the hand of
some dusky artist in the remote past
on the floor which was also of plaster
there were a large quantity of stone
beads and many other interesting objects
that do not exist in any collections that
I1 have ever seen

excavations at cabalin revealed
plastered walls and a great quantity of
broken pottery of a peculiarly distinct

from that usually found in the
ancient mounds of this country near
this place in the great barranca of aila

over 1500 feet deep the altar of
one otof the temples was over twenty feet
high and eighteen feet square it was
constructed in the form of a pyramid
and the stones were all faced with much
care and labor and put together with an
excellent quality of cement

at yerba buena the walls of the
temples are in some places eight feet
high while the altar is twelve feet with
parts otof the ancient stair still remainingning
in this place I1 found many handsome
specimens in terra cotta and still intact
at organosOrganos one of the most interesting
places visited the ruins were mostly
under ground an excavation was
made into one of them and at ten feet
the foundations of the walls were not
reached three chambers were cleaned
out with much difficulty owing to the
thick tropical growth of vegetation
they were found to be filled bifwithh clay
ashes and pottery most of the pottery
was broken but the pieces give an ex-
cellent idea of the art of the period and
I1 consider them quite valuable an-
other temple was found at a place called
tejas and more subterranean chambers
with it

one large cut stone at
seven leet longong by two feet wide had a
figure of an idol carved on one side
with headdress all complete about
yards west on the summit of a hill were
two large idols weighing about
pounds each they bear not the slight-
est resemblance to the axtel toltec or
maya figures of the same class

at texal we came upon ruins nearly
all under ground near the root otof one
of the largest of these were twelve pre-
pared stones nearly the shape and size
of a sugar loaf they were built into
the wall and placed side by side with
their ends projecting it was a unique
arrangement and an entirely new de-
parture in ancient architecture here
as well as in many other localities were
found large circular stones which bear
a marked resemblance to our grind-
stones from their appearances and
location I1 should judge that they were

originally intended as caps for the enor-
mous pillars used in all the sacred edi
cices not far distant we also found on
the summit of the mountains several
pyramids perfectly formed and about
sixty feet high

but the really most remarkable find
of all was near a place called guayabo
here were the ruins of an ancient temple

feet by feet at the depth of
nine feet from the surface under therthe
altar an olla of terra cotta was dis-
covered filled with dirt upon a careful
examination there were found inside
seventy two beautifully wrought objects
of mother otof pearl these were made
up into the most fanciful and grotesque
figures imaginable four of them were
carved heads withrith a peculiarly shaped
headdress very much after the pattern of
ancient egyptian and assyrian figures
others were representations of fish and
animals many more bore fanciful de-
signs possibly caricatures or even more
probable intended images of unseen
but much believed in deities ab

the olla was broken by the pickpicketof
the but the fragments were care-
fully collected and one half of it with
the earth and objects sticking to it was
secured undisturbed

I1 imagine that these trinkets might
have been the prized belongings of some
prehistoric maid or housewife indeed
looking at the gewgaws I1 am almost per-
suaded that I1 really invaded the boudoir
of some dark skinned princess they
were the work otof a master hand of her
people perhaps that is why when she
passed into the land of the good spirits
they laid them in the grave beside her

it might be interesting to know that
mr niven made three trips including
the present in search of the lost city
about which the indians are always
talkingg the first was unsuccessful and
it wasw as uponu on the second trepid 1894 that
he really located the place he left the
town of cuautla in morelos on the ath
of may of that year and plunged into
the wilderness it is an erroneous
idea he says that many people have
that guerrero is an unsafe state to travel
in and he attributes to this false re
port the fact that these ruins remainedct
so long undiscovered on the of
the same month information was gained
of some archaeological ruins near san
miguel andatterdalter a hard climb of several
hours up a rough trail the party arrived
at the summit more than feet
above the level of the sea the people
had never had a white man in their town
before they said and they examined
curiously the rifles revolvers and camera
of the visitors A great many interest-
ing objects were found here and are
now in the american museum of natural
history nearly every town visited in
the next three weeks had some prehis-
toric ruins mostly mounds the party
reached xochipala on june and
the story of the actual discovery of the
ruined city soon afterwarderwardalt is best given
inin mr nivens own words

it was the day of the festival of sathsan
pedro and we were awakened shortly
after 4 by the sound of drums
which were being vigorously pounded
in honor of the event while we were
preparing to return to coacoyula the
alcalde called upon us and advised us to
stay a few days and make a trip into the
mountains west of the town where herhe
said was a ruined city covering many
leagues he also offered to furnish us
with a guide I1 had met an indian at


