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resembled each other and one
pointing to the other uttered the
words othoedofice heard by john the baptt and also by peter upon the
11holy mount this is my be

ved son hear him and the
person indicated whom joseph tes-
tified was jesus christ informed
latt that alla the jarring sects had

parted from the pure gospel as
ancleanciently taught by the savior and
fiteells apostles but thatteat the gospel
VMw about to be restored again in its
ancient purity and power and thatauall its gift and should

its administration that
farther instruction concerning this
important work should be given to
Ilkhatoor hereafter and the promise was
ddll to himhina that tfff he repented of
his sins and was faithfaithfulfur he should
bsb the instrument through which the
bewW dispensation should be intro-
duced thus was the strange and
adous calling and mission of
joseph smith announced by thelighettahert authority bothbeth upon earth
and a callincallinggandand mission
haae mighty sweep embracesembro ces every
human being that has lived that
abw00 fives or that will live upon the
aarah at any future time and in
dddd as it ja the ushering in of the

pen of the lutness oftimes
taw comprehensive ameliorating in

will affect the material
faathrth itself

although the discovery of the
plates and the tiantranslation of the an-

atcorat records was a marvelous
yet this was not

abwWK whole nor the mostmoat import
put of thergreat mission of jo

ph the seer any more than the
of the moral law from

aw by moses comprised the whole
tf hiabu mission the bringing forth

er divine guidanceguldAnce of thothe bookw mormon was the grand opening
tott initial achievement of a series
of strangeeangeat startling and sublime

of lost truth science
audnd art including the opening ofthee heheavenssvens and the establishing
0 bound communication between

powen and the habitawa of this planer the restoring also
orthethe unadulterated theologytheolog yfof the

lic age with the divine au
fy to teach and administer ite

aft andami ordinances
joaeph subsequently received

ala visits asom another heavenly
nger who informedaimed him that

aborigines ofAmerica aern
of the house of ewel whohobaddiat early times enjoyed thetayeadf of the bior I1 aw the ddn

kevly and FrProphettophe 1 nat
ads of had been

andabd ateoabo a history df
mandofmany of the important events con-
nected with their government their
religion warsware mamannerslaners and social
life that the people turned from
righteousness and degenerated into
a degraded and barbarous state and
finally that one of their last prophetsprophete
and chroniclers hid upthese records
in the earth and a promise of the
lord was given that they should
come forth in the latter days the
place where the records were deposi-
ted was pointed out by the angel
to joseph and he visited the spot
indicated which was upon a hiuhill
called Cucumorah it is situated in
ithe township of
county nownew york

upon reaching the place joseph
found part jofsa largerlarge stone project
aug out of the ground the upper
part had been rounded offon and bev-
eled toward the edges leaving the
topmost part bare while the edges
were under the ground probablystAy
when placed there it was completely
buried some depth below the surface
buethebut the action of the elements had
worn away the soil anandi left a por
mon of the stone exposed on ralsrais-
ing the atoneone it proved to be the
cover of a chest of the saraesame mater-
ial which wins made impervious
to air and moisture by a
itar kind of cement around the
edges

upon removing the cover there
was revealed to the astonishment of
the youthful beholder a number of
gold plates not quite as thick as
corcommonninon tin these plates were
laid together like the leaves of a
book and fastened together at the
back by rings running through the
whole thus binding them together
in a volume and allowing the
leaves to be turned this
book was about seven by eight in
chos in width and length and
nearly six inches in thickness
fischeach plate was filled on both sides
by small but beautifullylUlly engraved
egyptian characters

while the young man was gazing
upon the unique treasure his divine
mentor appeared at his side and
said you cannot at this time re-
ceive this record these plates were
not deposited here for the sake of ac-
cumulating gain and wealth for the
glory of this world they are of no
worth among the children of men
only for the knowledge which they
contcontainaln 111 1

it was lourfour yearsyearn before the record
was perhermittemitte I1 to be removed during
which time joseph receivedived much
farther instructionInstructkm nd admonition
to prepare his mindmin tor the great and

responsible work about to be en-
trusted to him

on the of september 1827 the
records were placed in his hands
with the plates he alsoigo received auarr
instrumentsinstrument used by prophets and
seers in all ages called the arim and
Thummimtei which was also in thehe
box by the use of this instrument

the chosen medium of divine
operation tilethe prophet joseph trans-
lated the engravings upon the plates
whether the arim and
used by joseph was similar to that
possessed by the high priestrheet among
the jews domdoes not appear but it is
described as consisting of two
transparent stones set in the rime of
a bow using chis curious hastry
anent as spectacles the translator
gazed uponeachnaoh character in succes-
sion and first the letters and won the
equivalent word in english appeared
and as he spelled and pronounced
each word to the scribe the trans-
lated matter faded away and the
import of the next character ap-
peared and was read offon the mat-
ter thus translated coconstitutes the
book of mormon and is about asaa
much in english as the old testa-
ment the first edition
liriaedbyby the translator at Pahnyra
NYayin in 1830

the genuine characteracter of the fore
going recital rests not upon the
divna of joseph smith the testa
mony of eleven others is printed
with the book the last one of whom
hasbag but recently passed away they
were frequently interviewed and
severely interrogated by eversra
but each one of themithem to his latest
breath adhered to his solemn avowal
of having seen and handled the
sacred records

it is principally the religious ardor
associated with the book of mor-
mon which repels the selent and

curiously enough christian pro
feseors the superhumansuper human agency
connected with itsita discovery and
translation and the claim to divine
authority which accompanies itsite in-
troductiontro to the world is insulting
to the wisdom and dignity of thetee
former and a scathing rebukerebukeaa
scourge of excruciating humiliation

to the latter
divested of these offensive habilecabill

mentsmente the marvelous and conclu-
sive evidence of the truth of this
record in relation to the aboriginal
ramsraces of this continent would have
been hailed with a startling nourish
of welcoming admiration and ats
fortunate projector would have been
loaded athwith a profprofusiontion of wealth
and popularity but the subsequent
history of the sacred registers verinelverined


