resembled each other; and one,
Pointing to the other, uttered the
Worde ofice heard by John the Bap-
Ust, nnd also by Peter upon the
Holy Mount: *“This is My Be-
love, Bon; hear Him.” And the
Person indicated, whom Joseph tes-
Ufed was Jesus Chuidst, informed
bim that all the Jurring sects hau
del’flrted from the pure Gospel ns
anciently taught by the Savior and
His apostles, but that the Gospel
w:us. about to be restored again In its
BoCient purity and power; and that
all its gifts and blessings should
Accompany its administration; that
further fnstruction concerning this
lmportant work should be given to
him hereafter; and the promise was
ade to him that if he repentod of
his sing and was faithful, he should
be the instrument through whiel thoe
New Dispensation should be intro-
duced. Thug was the stronge nnd
Stepenidous calling and mission of
O8¢ph Bmith announced by the
highest authority, both upon earth
8nd in henvon—a calling and mission
Whose mighty sweep embraces every

UMAD being that has lived, that
10w lives, or that will live upon the
varth ot any future time; and, in-
deed, ny it iy the ushering in of the
Uspensation of the fulness of times,

Comprehensive, amcliornting in-
fuences will nffect the mnterinl
tarth jtselr,

Althougl the discovery of the
Plates and the translation of the nn-
Cient records was . marvelous
Achievement, yet thls was not

@ whole, nor the most import-
Mt part, of the great mlesion of Jo-
5¢ph the Seer, nny more than the
ﬂ-:cei\'ing of the “moral law?” from
Sinaj by Moses comprised the whole
°C his mimion, The bringing forth,
Under bivine guidanee, of the Book
of Mormon was the grand opening
04 fnitin) achievement of a series
of strange, startling, and sublime
Yevealments of lost truth, science,
:‘“d art; including the opuning of
Pe heavens, and the establlshing
of actunl communieation between
the celestial powers and the habit-
s of this planct; the restoring niso
9 the unadulterated theology of the
postolie age, with the Divine au-

Tity to teach anl miminister its

WB and ordinances,

Joseph subsequently  received
Wany vigits from another heavenly
Lh‘*ﬂung_er, who informed him that
N enborigines of A merica were a rem-
S0 of the House of Israel, who
'::'d: in early times,enjoyed the visi-

tons of the Havior, and the min-
m"y of A postles and i*rophets; that

Cords of thosc.events had been
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preserved, and nlse a  history of
many of the important events con-
{ nectod with their government, their
religion, wars, manners nnd social
life; thnt the people turned from
righteousners nnd degencrated into
n degraded and barbarous state; and
finally that one of their last prophets
and chroniclers hid up these records
in the enrth, nnd n proniise of the
Lord wns given that they should
come forth in the iatter dnys. The
plnce where the records were deposi-
ted was pointed out by the A ngel
to Joseph, and he virited thie spot
indicated, which was upon n hill
called Cumorah., It is situsted in
the township of Munchester,Ontario
County, New York.

Upon reaching the place, Joseph
found part of & large stone project-
ing out of the ground. The upper
part had been rounded off and bev-
eled toward the edges, leaving the
topmost part bare, while the edges
were under the ground. ’robably
when placed there it was completely
Iniried some depth below the surface,
but the action of the elentents had
worn nwny the soil and left n por-
tion of the stone exposed. On mais-
ing the stone it proved to be the
cover of n chest of the same mater-
ial, which was made impervious
to alr and molsture by a pecu-
Bar Kind of cement arcund the
edges,
| Upon removing the cover there
was reveunled, to the astonishment of
the youthful beholder, a number of
gold plates not quite ns thick ns
common tin. These plates were
lald together like the leaves of n
book, and fastened together at the
lack by rings runniog  through the
whole, thus binding them together
in n volume, and allowing the
leaves to be turmed. This metalie
book was anbout seven by elght in-
ches in width and length, and
nearly six inches in thickness.
Ench plate was filled on both sides
by small, but heautifully engraved,
Egyptian charncters,

While the young man was gazing
upon the unigue treasure, his Divine
Meutor appeared at his pide and
said: ““You cannot at this time re-
ceive this record. These plates were
not deposited here for the sake of ac-

glory of this world; they are of no
worth among the chlldren of men,
only for the knowledge which they
contain.”?

1t was four years before the record
was permitte I to be removed, during
which time Juseph reccived much
furtber instruction and admonition
to prepare his mind for the great nnd

cumulating gain nnd wealth for the |
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responaible work about to be ent
trusted to him.

On the 22d of September, 1827, the
records were placed in his hands.
With the plates he also recelved nn
instrument, used by prophets and:
seers in o}l nges, calied the Urimy and
Thummim, which was also in the
box. By the use of this instrument
—the chosen medium of Divine
operation—the i’rophet Joseph truns-
Inted the engravings upon the plates.
Whether the Urim and Thummin:
ueed by Joseph was simiiar to that.
possessed by the High v'riest among
the Jews dovs not appear, but it is
described a8 consisting of ‘‘two
transparcent stones, ret in the rims of
a bow.”” Using this curious instru
ment as ppectacles, the translator
guzed upon cach charncter in sucees-
sion; and first the letters and then the
equivalent worl In Engtish appen red.
And as he spelled and pronounced
each word to the scribe, the truns-
Inted matter faded awny, and the
iinport of the next charncter ap-
peared nnd was read oft. The mat-
ter thus transinted constitutes the
Bgok of Mormon, nnd is nbout as
much in English ns the Old Testa-
ment. The first edition was pub-
lished by the translator at Pabuyra,
N. Y., in 1830,

The genuine character of the fore-
going recital rests not upon tie ipse
diret of Joseph Nmith. Thu testi-
mony of eleven others is printed
with the book, the last one of whom
has but recently passed nway. They
were  frequentlty interviewed and
saverely interrogated by unbelicvers,
but each one of them, to his Intest
breath, adhered to his solemn avownl
of having seen and handlsl th
sacred records. 1

It is prineipally the religious nrdor
associnted with the Book of Mor-
nion which repeis the scientist and
—curjously enough—{ hristinn oo’
fessors. The puper-humnn agency
connected with its discovery and
transintion, nnd the claim to Ilivine
authority which acconipanies its in-
troduetion to the world, is insulting
to the wislom nnd dignity of the
former, and n seathing rebuke—ga
scourge of exeruelnting humitintion
—to the latter.

Divested of these offenxive habili-
ments, the muarvelous nnd conclu-
sive evidence ot the truth of this
record in relntion to the sboriginal
races of this continent would have
been hoiled with n startling Aourish
of welcoming admirntion, and its
fortunate projector would have been
londed witlhh a profusion of wenlth
nnd popularity. But the subseguent

history of thesacred registers verified



