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DISCOURSE who have/lived in the dif- |takegare also of the flock of Christ, | And hence we have our church ors| which belieye in me, it were better
ferent ages;j one with the Lord | watch over mysheep. And hence, | ganized upon this basis, our presi-|for him that a millstone were
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Jesus Christ, operating together for
the one great purpose of Jehovah
pertaining to the welfare, happiness
and exaltation of the world and
the people thereof. And hence
|say the scriptures, you have all
beeh baptized into one» baptism,
And what else? You have all par-
faken of the same spirit, as

eays, “that they may be one, even

I HAVE been very

in listening tor the remarks made | a5 we are one: I inthem, and them
by my brethren both this morning | in me, that they may be made
and afternoon. And I feel With | parfect in one.” And gunﬁa those

like

ho have obeyed the gospel—al-
hough in many instances they do
ot comprehend it in all iis bear-
g, and very few do, in fact we
only see as through a glass darkly,
@ in part, know in part, prophecy
part, and comprehend in part
until that- which- is peafect shall
come and that which is in part
shall be done away, that we may
‘all then see as we are seen, and
Ebow as we are known. But
altho’ we have not arrived at that
conditien, yet all who have received
the Holy Ghost threugh obadience
1o the laws of God asd the ordin-
ances thereof, administered by
wmen holding authority, know for
themselves not only that this is
the work of God, that this is the
ehurch and kingdom of God and
that we are engaged in establish-
ing and brieging to pass the things
that bave been spoken of by the
holy prophets since the world was,
i They know at least that they have
again to man, and by the revelation | passed from death into life, the
of that will, by the of the| Holy Ghost bearing witness there-
Eaﬂvana, by the ministering of|of. That is the case of every in-

oly angels and by the voice of|dividual who has lived his religion,
God haveswe had revealed unto us|keeping the commandments of
those great and eternal principles|God, They realize this and know
in which sthe. interesté of a|itfor themselves, and consequent-
world are comcerned, past, present | ly it is,as has been refered to, with
and fature. ; {every one a personal thing. That

We have had a good deal spoken|priuciple is not for somebody else;
unto us pertaining to the gospel of | it is for ourselves, and if we follow
the Bon of God and the power and [the leading of that spirit and grieve
blessing associated there-with, as|not the Spirit of God, whereby we
well a8 arguments advanced and |are sealed to the day of redemp-
scriptures quoted to show the vari-| tion, that spirit will grow and in-
ous manifestations of the Spirit.of | crease in us, and we shall add to
God in other ages. But thegospel {our faith virtue, and' to virtue
itself is a principle of revelation, | knowledge, and to knowledge
and without revelation we can|brotherly kindness, to brotherly
have no gospel; for we are eni-|{kindness charity, and o forth; in-
phatically  told . that life and|creasing in every good word and
immortality are brought to light | work until we shall see a8 we are

the aid of the Almighty,

- e | .
th;,w ﬂtﬂ.ﬁﬂi - God
who comprebhended the  purposes’
and designs of God in relation to
the world on whigh .we liye;im

relation te the people who now-dive
upon ity to those who hawe diwed
upon it in the various ages of time
and to those who will live upon ity
and who have had a general con-
ception and manifestation eof- the
various events that should transpire
associated with what is termed in
scripture, ‘‘the dispensation of the
Mﬁﬁ' of - times;’in- whith God
wou rth’er togetherall things in
otie; whether they be things in the
heavens or things -on the earth.
As a commencement of this: opera-
tion-he has commanicated his will

by the gospel; that through its|seen and know as we are known.
influence men are able to compre- | This is to be brought absut by the
hend the position and relationship | gospel of Jesus Christ—the everlast-
they sustain to each other, and to | ing gospsl. |

(od, to the pastj to thé pregent and | Now thisis a personal thing, it
to the futdre and ¢an'alone co pre-| belongs to each one individualiy,
hend the final destinies of man. | to every man, to eévery woman, to
The gospel- is & living, abiding | every boy; to every girl whe has
elernal prlg:l le, Andhbence when [arived at the years of accounta-
John on the

@ of Patmes wrap-|bilityv. Tf thay are living their
ped in prophetic vision gesiag |religionand keeping the command-

upon the events that should tran-| ments of God they have the Spirit

-

dency, our apostles, our seventles, |
our high priests, our elders, our
high counecils, our bishops and their
counselors, our priests, teachers and
deacons, and all the various organ-
bim, “Yea, Lord; thou Enowest|jizations of the church and Kking-
that I love thee.” He saith unto|dom of God. What else? The edi-
him, ‘“Feed my sheep.” A second |fying of the bedy of Christ, Edi-
and third time he asked the same|fying the body of Christ? Yes,
question; a second and third time | Ge and preach the Gospel to all na-
he was answered in the same way. | tions. What then? Gather them
One thing was to spread forth the | together. What then?, SBays the
light of truth, to preach the gospel, | proptiet Jeremiah, ‘I will take you
to unfeld the principles of eternal |one of a city, and twoof a family
truitb; and then when people had|and bring you te Zion: and I will
received the first principles of the | give you pastors according to mine
gospel, to teach them and more] heart, which shall feed you with
fully instruct them in the princi-}knowledge and undermstanding,”’
ples of eternal life. And hence the Jand ‘“edify the body of Christ,”
neceseity of the priesthood. And | that they may be prepared to fulfill
what is thal? The rule and gov-|their destiny and magnify their
ernment of God through the me-|ecalling on the earth., Buft what
dium of which men whom he ee-|then? Wego te work to build tem-
lects and chooses, which he has|ples. What for? That we may ad-
doue in the different ages of time, | minister therein. For whom? For
are duly autherized and qualified | the living and for the dead, that as
to proclaim his will and administer | theé gseriptures ssy, ‘“‘SBaviors may
hisordinances. Thereis more than | come up on Mount Zion, and tte
one priesthood spokea of in the | kingdom be the Lord’s.” And that
seriptures. There {8 one especially | by gathering;together a naucleus of
associated with the gospel which | people from among the various na-
Paul speaks of as being without | tions of the earth, we may be un-
beginuing of days or end of years; | der the influence of the Spirit of
or, rather, he speaks of a man, Mel-| the Lord, united tcgether in one,
chizedee¢ by name, who was wilth-and through the mediunf of the
out beginning of days or end of|holy priesthood and our union and
years, and he abides a priest for-| communion with Ged, we may go
ever, BSome people have thought|to work and operate with the apos-
that he was a very singular kind of | tles, prophets, patriarchs and men
a character; without father and|of Goed who have lived in the dif-
without mother, . Howevery that|ferent ages of the world, and with
is very easily comprehended when | God'and with Jesus, the Mediator
you are made acquainted with the | of the New Covenant, that we may

when he =aid to Peter on a ecertain
occasion, after he had manifested
his weakness and infirmity, **Si-
mon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me
more than these?” He gsith unto

that have
efflictions of every kind, and they

hanged about his neck, and that he
were drowned in the depths of the
sem” This is how I read the Bible,

I find in tracing out the serip-
tures, that from the beginning there
have existed two powers—the pow-
ers of tﬂgﬁ} ntl:Ld ttizh‘ powers of dark-
ness; that bo ese things existed
in the heavens before they came
bera, that the powers of darkness
were cast out, and thus became the
devil and his angels. This antago.-
nism, thep, existed before, and it is
neceasary it should exist, I1t.s nec-
essary men should be tried and
purgel and purified and made per-
fect through suffering. And hence
we find men in the different ages
passed through trials and

had to Yearn to put their faith in
Geod. and in God a'one. BSuch was
the wickcdness and corruptions of
men in the early ages that it was
necessary that God should sweep
the face of the earth by a flood, in
ofder that men might be deprived
of their power to de evil,

I bave heard some people eay
that théy thought it was very hard
for God to do such a thing. I think
it would Hhave be:g very cruel on
hil' rt “if he had not done it,
Why? Because man is a dual be-
ing,h-bso

ciated with time ant ete -
nity, being in peesession of & spirit
a8 well as & body; and as Ged-is th

God and Father of the spirits of a/7.

flesh that ever did exist or will bave
a being on the earth, it was neces-
sary, under certain circuamstaneces,

that he should operate in his judg-
ment upon the wicked whenever
they should become as corrupt s=

principle. yrate with them in the accom-

plishment of the purposes of God

pertaining to the ealvation of the

Iizlng and the redemption of the
ad.

désd.
These are some of the works that
we are engaged in and expect to be
engaged in, and expect to carry|inhabit bodies of those unclean and
un%, and to do the things that God | corrupt pecople, and then have teo
uires at our hands, and we ex-|suffer the judgments of God? No,
si¢t God and the holy angels and | it- was -net just; and it would be
the priesthood behind thevail and [ very reasonable for them to say,
all heaven to be on the side oOf Is-|“Father, look at that world of peo-
' ed to| ple} ree their crimes, their degrada-
us; and we will risk the copsequen- | tion, their Iniquity, their theft and
ces under any circumstances. - ro , their murders and whore-
We talk about the Baints; are|doms snd every kind of evil; they
they good people? Yes, many of|have the good and have gone
them are very good people. And|to the bad, and the imsginations
the balance of them? Well, some[and thoughts of their hearts anre
of them are sinners; some of them |evil: Father, is it proper that we -
the meanest of meun you can find | should have to go there and inhab-
anywhere. How is this? 1tis ex- it such low, fallen, degraded bodies
actly in the way the scripture says. | as they posseis, and thus not have
[ think it says: ““The kingdom of[a fair chance upon the earth?”
heaven is like unto a net-that was|‘Nb,” says he, “it is not; and I will
cag! into the sea, and gathered of|destroy them and raise up another
every kind.” And 80 it.is among | people?, .And hence, he destroyed
us, and so it has been and o it will| them.  But was the spirit of an-
be. If we take the history of'the|tagonism to God extinct by this
ages past, it has been precisely co.

bhood, they had to prove by the
records that they were literal de-
scendants of Aaron and of the tribe
of Lievi, before they c¢ould be ad-
mitted to the priesthood. But
speaking of this, the Melchizedee
priesthoed, he said it was without
father and mother. It isan organ-
ization independent of these con-
siderations, and these who have ‘it
abide priests eontinually;and ad-
minister both in time and eternily.
What, does it continue so long?
Yes. How do you kmow? By the
rovelations ef Jesus Christ. For
your {nformation I will take the
sceriptures for it, and examine for a
moment some principles there de-

wveloped,

I find that when Jesus was upon
the earth  he, on a gerlaln 0Ccaslon,

took Peter, James and Jebn with
him to the top of & mountain, and
he 'was trapsfiguréd before them,
and Moses and Elias appeared be-
furﬁ'éham. And Peter eaid: *“Mas-
ter,'it is good for us to be here: and
lel us make three tabernacles; one
fer thee, one for Moses, and one for
Elids” For whom? ¢Qne for

In the Levitiosl priest-|o

| rael, and all hell to be opposed

they did at that time. Why ¢0?
For God is the God and Father of
the spirits of ali flesb, and all flesu
at that time had corrupted itselr,
And would it be just for those un-
born sp

yirits to have to come and

gpire in the latter-days, ﬂaw,__amatég' of God within them that bears

y | witness unto them that they are
the childrenof God,even heirs ef
God and joint _heira with Jesus
Christ our Lord.

other thi ‘-another angel

in t.l:;u ?jidﬁr huveeu, hn?gng'[tig
everlas gospsl to presch to
them thlﬁ dwell upon the earth,”.

not a new gospel, not someé new |

theory or principles or dogma; but

the everiasting l, as it had
existed with the m iil eternity—

the medium through wheih God

thinge. This eternal principles of
which we speakis not to be con-
fined toourselves alone. It reaches
out and seeks to bless, and while
being blessed it seeks to communi-

conveys intelligence to the human
mind; the principle by which the
(Gods are governed and all nations
eontrolled, the everlasting gospel. | of humanity in all conditions in

This prineiple has been referred to | every sphere and among all people,
a8 being a personal thing in which | just as God does, for it eman&tes
every body that is broughtin con- | from him, and he is the God and
tact therewith and obeys its re-| Father of us all, ot only of the
quirements is made a participator| Latter-day Saints but all other
and becomes one of the vast mul=| people;dbut having committed tous
titude that has existed, does exist{the true riches of eternal life,he ex-
and will exist in seeking to carry | pects ustocommiunicate the same
out the purposes and designsof|to others. Aud hence in former
God in _relation te the wellare;|times he sald unte his di
happiness and ‘exalfation of the|‘'Goyeintoall the world and preach
human family. r Therefore; + the | the gospel to every creature. He
relevancy of the remarks readl, | that belleveth and is baptized shall
such as we have heard t % be saved; but he that believeth not.
ing upon people to r&pgl; | & ) | shall hé&lm’neﬂ.’?u&lam “Let your
baptized In the name of Jesus

light so shine before men that they |
Christ- for the remission —of-sins | may see your good works, and glo=

cate the same to others; it seeks to
advance and promote the welfare

and they ahould receive the Haly | rify your Father which is in hea-
Ghost. _Who? those Who, repe 'E." But he has prepa
those’Wwho believe, thoze who obe r the accompliehment of this
those are governefd by the|work. In former times, both on
prin feon! d dﬂt gospel | this continent and the continent of |
of the Son = . And what | Asia and other pl he commu-

should that do for them? Take of
the things of God and show them
to them, a d{:’ii:i‘.. them into com-

nieated with men himself, organ-
ized his church, "established ;d.
priesthood, endowed 'men with au-

Wiplﬂ.. EE )

thee.”” Who else? "“One for Mo-
ses.” What was Mosesdoing there?
“And one for Elias.”” What was
Elids doing there?  Where did

Now then, we come fto other|these strangers come from, both

having existed generations before!
They held the priesthood in time.
Moses preached the Gospel in time,
and Elias did the same thing; both
of them held the priesthood, and
now they come to administer to Je-
sus; having existed in the eternal

d, they come again to earth
and administer to hima and to Peter,
James and John on the moeuntain.

lasting priesthood, that administers
in time and eternity..

I again turn to the Bible, and
find in the Revelations of St, Johh
there was a great and mighty per-
sonage presented bhimself to him,
ed in glory, magnificence and
sower. And John fell down' to
worship him. B8aid he, ‘“SBee thou
do it not.” Why? Who art thou?
I am thy fellow-servant, and . of

thy | brethren that have the testi.

I am one of-thy;

mony of Jesus.”
prophets that

fellaw-servants, the

{lived upon the earth, that minje-|
red maen jtered in time and opefated as thou

art now doing, seeking to carry out
the will of my Father; having held
the ' priesthood a ministering
therein in time, I am now continu-
igg to administer this everlasting
priesthood, which is associated with
the everlasting gospel.. Well, so

munion e Liord Jesus Christ | thority, placed " thém' in positions | much for this. We will it let pass,
and with Father and into com- | and ‘gave them power to act; and| N w, thén, what is the pouftlu;i
munion  with the “hely angels t&.y became priests of the Most |we oécupy? - We have had the
and yi) s_whoe lived beatore, igh God, the dispensers of salva- {same things réstored to us through
enjo ng 16 same gospel, the same | tion to a fallen world, and the me- | Joseph Smith the revelations
light, the game intelligence, the|dium through whiech he communi-|of God the Father and his Son, Je-
same epirit and the same power; | cated intellgence aud knowledge |sus Christ, and Moroni and Mor-

be one with each | of himself, his laws, and of his '

that they might _
ﬂ;har, all t‘:;ogﬁf the inﬂdum_‘_' of

e 8ame hings, guided b human family. And- henece, .
same intellig m all'led {'Eﬁ former timn'n,m amm- his 1
same patks, one with God, | pies, ““Ye uﬁ‘% chioeén me,
one with each other, one - 1] I have chosen ¥ |

eternal purposes pertaining to the

the ancient, apostles, prop , and proelaim these tid
el Bl i e

- .
chioedh mé, bus(p
y g0 ye forth,{an . )
. 1ese to | others, to |
ople. And what els? ‘And{these great and eternal principles

mon, and Peter, James and John,
a0 .'l'ohn.i thn'Mﬁ;ﬁti and others
communicated the same and
led” things pertainfog “to the
jesthood they held, and

.

| xr

orfty upon him, and he upon
minister in fegard to

=

The very first start. wea read that

Adam had two sens, gune Cain,and

.one Abel. Abel was .a man that

feared Ged, but Cain did not. That
is like some’ of us here. Some of
us fear God, and some of us do not;
and those who do not always eon-
sider they are injured, or eppressed,
or there is always something wrong;
they - labor under an immense

ate.

the days
together
Satan was among
‘deem sir qgg,
be permifte

sons of God,

act? No, it atill continued to oper-

a"énd, for instance, thaﬁi_:
ggnb the sons of God met
veigke |

W

i el

that the devil sho
lo move among, the

v

Lord, and that
m. ’Thiaﬁny

I.'Ild 1i1¢] |

but pevertheless it

was 80. And the Lord conversed
with him, asking him if he had
congidered

.servant Job, who

WhF'? Because they held the ever- | peace

| unto
| cause

hi

*éo;f*u S

ferred |

was a perfect man, etc. “O es,’’
Satan remarked, “T know all & b i |
him; but allow me tohave a rap at .
him. Job does net fear God for
nought. You bave made a hedge
around him and fenced him in; un--

- IIId thode eircumstances, who
N0

amount of difficulty; but the good
folks sing, Hallelujah, hallelujah,
the Loid God omuipotent reigneth),
and will reign until he puts all ene-
mies under his feet; and they feel
ful and rejoice in the dord of
hosts. Cainthought he wasinjured |
because the Lord did nn'fb:mtpﬁ of | W nov serve God? I would if
his sacrifice, and he thought his[you would #érve me #o.” “You
brother had sowething to do with [may try him;*says the Lord. The
it, aud bhis jealousy prompted him | devil took his leave; and the sext
to slay him, and he did'so. That] thing we lvear of is & series of trous
was rather a bad start, when you |'bles that befell this good man, We ="
come to look at it. Accordisg to|sre teld that the Sabisns and Chal- "
the Bible, there were nn!y_-t;y of Eg:m,ns they do here sometimes, "
them; and the wicked man was Teft upon his oxen and camels and "%
to represent what? Oatside of |fogk them away, and that they "
Adam,God’s¥oreation onjthe earth), :uE red not the herdsmen, but s :
for at least one hundred and thirty | them with the-edge of the sword.
years, éxcept that Adam had ofher |'This report .had no sooner been '
ns. 'Thaty however, we will ‘not| madeto him when another followed *
k about to-day. Well, the Lord [ representing that fire had fallen
came along a’tér a while, and, says | froma heaven and destroyed Hhis
he, {“What have you begen ﬂn’l;E? sheep and' their herdsmen, save
#ham is thy brother Abel?” e |enly the one who brought the ih- '
replied, “I do not knew anything | tell ce, And while he was
about him,lam not my .blrut.hm':’;a speaking, we are told that another®
keeper.,” Bays the Lord, ¢Thejmessenger arrived, informiog mfﬁ
voice of $by brother’s blocd crieth | master, Job; that while his son
:  gronnd; and be-fand daughters were feasting - im
ast do is thing,I|tbeir elder'brother’s house, a gréat
will set a mark upon thee, and thou | wind fromi the wilderness b uP 8
be' & v ond, upon the|and smote’ the house until it fell,
every man be [ Eilling the men. But with- =
st Zion; ' 'Ig..lob':inugﬂty- was not shakepn,

; and ik i .
ﬁ g r j,, ﬂ‘q h' “mmﬂ [ uﬂ_. 309
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anybody |

8 not believe t
aod he will find out be-| the e an ed shall [ retu

' a /] thit :.,% e Lcm;lnpk gave, ‘nl?'g
and | klwlx,hl’l}d, _
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Ay when the sonsaf ;-
evil also presented,
the Lord said unto

g

fore he gets through that there is
&)d that rulesin heavens, a

’l?t he is all the long crying, | be the
“Touch Ent. mine anointed, and, 3 there
my prophets no harm.” And sald|God
he on wnother oceasion, **Whoso | Lord; an
shall offend one of these Ifttle ones | himself.
TN




