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A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMERNT

Toe following letter has been received”
by a prominent gentleman of this city
and will be read with interest by those
who are familiar with the efforts of
the non-“Mormon*’ writer to present
our cause in iis proper light to the
eastern pablic:
Bypk ParE, Mass.,
April 8, 1886.

HoxorRED AND DraR Sik: Please
accept my acknowledement of yours
of the 80t nlt., commendatory ©¢f the
sentiments expressed in a recent letter
of mine 1o Elder James H. Hart. That
my feelings of sympathy for your peo-
ple, and of indigpation against your
Oppressors, ure ot of recent growth,
is evident, though more restramgd in
my published lettey of 1882 to ’.I‘h’e'
Massachgsetts Members of Congress
on *“The Mormon Problem,'" and *‘Plu-
ral Murrigee.! At that time the malice
of your epemies, thongh threalening
was not so crooked, nor the tires of
persecution so lurid, as they have
gince developed.

But the conduct of your people under
the flagrant cutrages perpetrated upon
them io the sacred name of luw and
justice bus been, 5o fur as I koow, so
patlent, submissive, snd Christ-like,
that my sympathy for them has broad-
encd and deepencd. Thourh pow they
mouru, they, as I believe, will yet be
comforted; and I trust that you and
they will receive the hlessing loug
ago prenounced upon those who are
reviled, and persecnted, and lied about
because of their religiow.

It 15 an ancient saying confirmed by
many experiences, aod which, your
present snffering will yet lurther cor-
rcborate, that the blood of the mar-
tyrs is the seed of the church; and the
reason of it, to me, s evident; viz.
<hat the good elemenis o hnman na-
ture survive and outgrow the bad.
Where Lhe spirit of the Lord is there is
Hoerty., Tyruuny is transient. The
power that tinall oyverturned negro
siavery in the United States, supc-

|

tioned and upbeld thouph it was by
Congress and the Supreme Court, will
yet, as I beiieve, nvisible and divine
iu its workings, aonul the statutes,
and reverse the judguients that now
oppress your people. Hoping that that
morning light may soon duwn, lem
sincerely yours for {reedom and right
living.;

ALVRED E. GILES.

We have the assuranee ihat many
thoughtfu) and impartinl men ang
women look bpon the persecution of
the Latter-day Saints under the name
of prosecution, and the aititude malo-
tajued in regard to this intolerant cru-
sude, very muochb in the sume light as
they ure viewed by the author of the
forezoing letter. Itisa fact that our
people have borpe theé eutrages to
whicl they have been subjected with u
paticnce and forbearauce that should
puin the sadmirution of zood people
everywhere. No others woal have
submitted to what they have endured
without violent resistance.

It is easy to talk about the enforce-
ment of the laws aud the duty
of citizens to sopport them. But
toe **Mormons' have put up with cut-
rages foreigu to the law and scandal-
ous to the ndministration of justice.
They might have resisted lawiessin-
trusicns and the repeated yiolations of
the rights of domicile. They might
pave metviolence with violence. Few
persons wouid have endured what they
have witheut retaliation. IBat they
have uot only yielded to legal zuthori- |
ty, they have submitted to usurpations
and excesses In the execution of the
law, which prove their willinguess to
suffer wrong rather than do wron{;.

Their conduct during the vindictive
prosecutions that ave been the
special work of the couris for
some time, has demonstrated to those
who have watched their course that
they are 2 8lmple aud truthful people,
insteand of thecraity and verjured set
that their villainous defuiners have
yepresented. The success of the
_Prosccuting officers has been conse-

uent upon the iuformation extracted

rom thie wives, daughters, brothers
and sons of men accused of living with
their plural families, and i nnmerous
instances from the open admissions of
the accused themselves. d

Many have been, nodoubt, “unwil-
_ g witnesses,’” that term baving been
used by the courts as one of reproach.
What else could they be expected to
be? When men’s families are
forced before ® tribunuls to give tes-
timony agaiust the dearest friends
they haveon carth, bow much willing-
ness can be anticipated 1o their evl-
dence? But their trutbfuloess has
been the chief dependence of the offl-
cers,. crand juries and courts which
have cotupzlled their attendance. In
numerous Instauces by lying they
could have screepcd their husbands
and fathers from tine and imprison-
ment. But on thelr unsophisticaied
and innocent character has the prose-
cution relied for evidence. And the
cunning and crait of the guestioners
have been exhibiteds strong contrarst
-to their unsuspicisujin and straightio-
ward vatureand conduct. This mucg
be perceived by the criticul onlooker
angthe tacts will pnsh themselves to
the notice of the public.

The words of comfort and cheer that
are contained inthe letter will be dulﬁ

bear with eqnanimity the trials which
threaten ta Jdisturb them. Justice will
he done them in due tiwe. But they
think far more of the work io which
they are engaged than of their personal
condition,
pective
are williog to

flicuities,suffering or pros-
For that they
things,

victories.
endure ali
and because of that willing-
ness, which is practical, not
merely theoretical and is wapifest
their actions, the preseut crousude, like
all the efforts of their epemies, 18
bound to prove u failure.

For onr vindication we can afford to
wait. e have seeu the enemies of onr
cause spread theimgselves in boastful
attitudes over lwagined conguests, to
go down to deserved infamy. or dro
out of netice time aud time agaio.
wilLbe so ouce more. Aund all that they
do will tend to give prominence to the
cause to which we have devoted onr
lives und labors and spreud jn the
world the principles we advocute. And

-

the justand good will come to under-

stand us and our faith, and the result
will be the final trinmph of Zioo and
the establishinent of righteousness aud
peace.
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MORE LETTER STEALING.

As it appears certain that neither Dis-
trict Attorney Dickson, Judge Zune
nor the grand jory of this district will
pay any attentioun o the robbery of the
United States malls, which has come
to public sotice through the publiea-
tiou in the Salt Luke ¥vibune of a let-
ter sent by Mr. Fordham of Franklio,
Idabo, to Mr. Best of this city, which
the latter never received and which
there is every reason to believe was
stolen from the mails, it becomes nec-
essary for the public protection that

| so e measares be adopted to obtain o

thorough ofticial iuvestigation into this
and simnlar outrages.

We have recently heard of three
definite cases simllar to the Fordham-
Best affair—minus the publication of
the stolen letter. It is8 not, or has not
beaen for several months past safe to
send important letters by mail from
Idaho postoitices to Salt Lake City.
¥e are not vet prepared to say whether
the stealing has occurred ou the Utah
& Northern, on tbe Utub Central, or
ut the postoflicein thiscity. But there
i8 no doubt tbhat letters containing
mouey, and others conveying intelli-
zence Of pgreat moment both

parties secuding and those who

10 | tinues wilfully and eternally to sio. It

. S0 long as the *“*Mormons" were rid-lluws should be protected—there cnm|
ing the flood-tide of proslperity aud | be, as with all scientific truth=, but one
power I kept silent. Bat 1 was born | true system, Briefl ut, “*Mormon’
with sympathies for the *‘under dog in | religton consists 1n E;eFievmz that God
the fight,” 1nd now, in the day of this | is our Heavenly Father, who knows
yeople’s zilliction, wy feclings are en- | whut is most covducive to the welfare
isted in their behulf, The time is up- [and happiness of all His children, and
proaching when every wan will baveto |in  keeping (His commandments that
take a stand for or against them, and it | His will is implicitly and joyfully
is notin my pature to wait untll forced | obeyed in heaven and fs destined so to
to do what conscience and judgment | he on earth, producing here the same
approve. 30 I deem it best—repardicss | peace and huppiness that ?revnll there.
of consequences—to clearly deflne my |~ T'he government of God! Thisis the
position. |plvota prineiple upon which all ether
Oaoe of the anclent ‘Apostles advised | reforms turn, the keystone to the so-
the former-day Saints to be ready lo | cial arch without which ull will fall to
g1ve to every man a renson of the kope | ruin. Until God's puvernment is es-
thet was In them. 1 neither hope nor | tablished upon the earth all refirms
expect to be able to give reasons jor| will be but partial, fleeting, vuin, as
my belief in the truth of what is called | they nlways have becn. And itis In
“Mormopiam™ that will satisfy mauy | refercnce to thls very principle that the
men, to say nothing of ‘**every man." | great struggle wiil be mage. ‘Think of
Nor can | state so clearly ahdfolly as |the political condition of tbe world.
L could wish the reasons that satisfy | Divided into a vist numberof discord-
me of the correctness of my tajth. ant and antagonistic States; each try-
There arc at least seveu great and | ing to outwit and rob the other, either
\-iml;roblems which to-day sgitate the | of commerce, or people, or territory,
world, sud which the wisest of man- | or all combined. The people but pup- |
kind are tryiny to solve, They are: pets inthe nands of thelr rulers. Ever
Firat—Thé true position ol woman | snd apon cowmpelled to cut each other’s
{and her equality with man. throats, destroy each other's property,
Second—The social question, or the | inflict \inexpressible suffering, sorrow
relation of the sexesj which may be |and privation on esch other's families
consfdered o part of the first proposi- fapd to fill the land with widows and
tiou. orphans and the sounds of lJamentatjon
Third—The temperance guestion. und mouroing. And for what? In
Yourth—The ownpership of land. nine cases out of ten in order that
Fiith—The relations oi capital and |someambitlons und uuserupulous po-

lahor. tentate may add a few square riies to
8izxth — Religion —1ts nuture and | his dominions, a few more coins to his
sphere. ' | treasury, 4 few more taxpayers to his|

Seventhb—Governments—their souree | list und o few more soldiers to his
and power. I:;rmy. To keep up this horrible state

On all these subjects ““Mormonism? | of affalrs the people are .taxed to pay
gives no unceriain sonod. An answer | enormous jocomes to thelir oppressors
1o and solution of every one of them |and are required to maintain immense
cun be found ju its principles. “Mor- | standing afinies, besides hordes of of-
moaism* i3 denonnced by those who | ficials to collect, receive and spend the
do net nnderstand its principles or|money stolen from the people in the
aims, 48 an attempt to return to the | shape of customs and other unneces-
aged of barbarjsm. The fact is the |sary taxes. When God's goveroment
ver{v reverse. bag taken the lead in | is established—as it will be some day—
all important reforms, und it grapples | all this will be chunged. Peace will
fearlessly with problems thut the wis- sui)plant wir, comfort and presperity
est statesmen shrink from haudling. | will exist everywhere instead of penury
In its earlier days it incurred the bhat- and woe, while uvuiversal love and
red of slaveholders because it was op- | brotherhood will bapish animosities
posed to slavery. It was, and still 1s, | and hatred,
denounced by orthodoxy beciose it| This is whatl understand *“Mormon-
teaches thut there i1s hope of redemp-|isin'’ to be, and these Its grand pur-
tion from sin beyond the grave; thit, |poses. If 1 imagined for i moinent
though all inee will be s'e\'erelg pun- [that T misapprehended its objects or
ished for their wrougs withoutthe pos- | that i1t was siwply a scheme for the en-
sibility of escape, the punishment wlll'riehment und ugprandisement of a

not be cterpal unless the sinner con- |few, eitber in this world or that which
is to come, I would have nothing to do

teachbes that woman in her sphere is| with it. Bot I Jove it becsuse it de-

suffer enolgh for all their mistakes

and errors! “*“Whom the Lord loveth

he chasteneth.” He wants aud will

huve a tried and %ure people whom He

can trust to fajthially and unselfishty

carry out His purposes for the beneflt

of the entire hQman famijy. The

squeezing process has but just com-

menced, nor will it cease until every

drop of injustice, §mpurity and un-

righteous selflshness has been elimi-

nuted from our hearts, and all who

work wickedness froin the midst of

this people, No doubt many very good

and estimable peraons will also be un-

ible o endure all that the Latter-day

Sufuts will have to pass through. But

those who do,and survive, muy be

trustedby God or man to an anlimited
def,lee and in ull things. The rod is

going to be used with severity; but, as

sure a8 the Lord lives, when He ghas

dooe with therod He will burn it. [
wish all meu could realjze as i do that

whoever takes *part in or consents jlo

gross injustice, oppression, or the
shedding of innocent blood—whether
they beJew or Gentile, **Mormon or,
Mobsmmedzn, professed Sainot or
avowed sinoer—wIill wish they had
been hurped at the stake before

they bhad ever given their cousent to
these things, Thls saiing will pro-

voke the sneer of the skeptic and the-
evil doer, But I know whereof 1 speak
having tasted the sweetness and
beauty and glory of the heaveply
world, and the awfal bitterness and
apnguish of the opposite.

The painful consciousfness of my
past errors and my present ipabllity to.
coniorm to the true standurd of »
divine manhood has made me shrink
from 1y preseut step motre that any
other cause. Buat I xkNow that the
Lord Jesus Christ lives and reigos in
the affections of millions in heaven as
he will yet inthe hearts of the majority
on earth; sund, notwithstunding a1l my
imperfections, I love Him and clect to
serve Him asbest 1 ena—my present
course being the result of that deter-
mination. I love those who do leve
and obey Him, of whatever name or:
sect, und mn sorry lor those who do
not so understand His character and
teachings as to be attracted thereby.

W. H. SBHEARMAN.

et ———
A REVIEW

OF ANTI-**MORMON' LAWS AND METH-
ODs, AND A COMPARISON WITH
THE COXBTITUTION.

should ~ have received — thew.!egualto maninbis. “That the woman

have been duly - posted  aud|js not without the man In the Lord
have never reached thelir destination. | ngr the man without the woman,’* In
One test letter at least has met with | other words, that there is 1o fnll and

From the Utak Journad.

As the times are full of events es-’
pecially interesting and signiticant 10

sigvs to bless und benetit the entire
race, or at least all who will permit it
to do so. True, it has accomplished

1his fate during the pastiwo weeks.
The facts of the mailing and of the
non-reception have been fully esiub-
lished. No doubts remain concernqu
thew. There are thicves at work
sowewhere uloog those lines or at this
end of the service.

The tailure of the prosecoting oficer
to inquire into the theft of the letter of
Mr, Bestis guite omipous. It indi-
cates that the public need not look for
help in that direction. The courts secm
60 absorbed in the profitahle business
ot hunung down, and penishing
to the utmost extent, “Mormons'? who
are endeavoring to support and care
for their plural families, that there 18
no time leit to waste upon mere rob-
berles of the United States mails.
Breaking up “Mormon’’ bomes and
impoverishing **Mormon® families, is
such congenial emgloyment. for the
minions of the law that the mails can
be robbed with impunity.

We hring this matter forward, sup-
portini: the cfforts ol our cotemporary
the Salt Luke Herald, not with the =x-

cctatiou that the Best letter thief wiil

¢ prosecuted, or that the ipn-
famous sheet that received the
stoien property and published fits
eontents to the world, will be
held legally aecountable. Those whose
duty it i{s to attend to this seem too
mueh afraild of the Tribuue lash to
move in the proper way. But we do it
to cali the attention of the postal au-
thorities to this condition of afiairs. A
searching investigation is called for.
The letter thieves should he pursued
and prosecuted. The public should be

comparatively Jittie to  what it T s ) T
complete salvation for either sepu- | would lhave done bad ull i3 f;“‘,‘.ff{hg“;,"w‘;f};“gzgn;3‘11“.“‘;.{,;2:,'“3:“;’&1”
rately. Il the woman s dependent on | professed  disciples faitbfully ex-|,iow me to say a fcw words through
fthe man, he Is at least equully | emplitied jts principles in  theif{ihe columns of your worthy paper.

‘dependeut on her. This of things|lives.. But it is a point of inestimable
that are nnscen. Let us turn to those | vatue gained that there 18 un Organ-
| that pertain to this life. lized body of people who even believe

Yrom time immemorial woman has|iothese principles. How such graud
heen either worshiped as u poddess— | and stupendous chauges in the social
that is the few; or treated worse than | and political condition of mupkind are
u slave —as with the majority. There | to be efiected and the necessary details
have been two social codes—oue for | perfeeted mortal wisdom cunnot tell.
men, the other for women. Men could | | am content io the assurance that the
violate every principle of virtue, be- | Lord knows bow and will, in His own
tray, degrade and desert as many |time, sccomplish them., That they
women as they could and *‘society” | must come is certain. If the Latter-
still beld vpen doors and armsto them. | day Saints prove unequal to the zlori-
But whut of the poor victhns? They |ous work others will be found to do it.
must be ostracised nnd thrust into t.he] But it is thelr mission and I believe
slough of degradation and wantin this i they are able and willing to make the
life and into the durkness of desp.ir in jsacrifices pgeessary to establish the
the pext, But “Mormonism'' lias one ; uucleus of sich a social organization.
code for hoth. Or ratlier, while hold-i The conduct of many hus not ac-
ing.both gulity, it holds the man the ; corded with these views. But it ought
guiltier of the two. While mnen every- | to be unnecessary to say that [ have no
where—excepting the honorable wmi- | word of justiication Or excuse for
nority—regurd wornen as their lawful | wrong eitler in inyself or nuy one else.
prey and, while professing horror ut.|There is oue standard of character for
the idenof any one acknowledgtng two | the hixh and the low, the rich and the
wives, will have as mauy mis- [poor. Whether prominent or obscure
tresscsay their inflnence and meaps | the soul that sinneth must suffer the
permit, “*Mormonism?®’ condemus | consequences. But this I do know,
ull intimacy ol the sexes outside or the | that any professed Latter-day Saint
marriage relstion, and imposes on its | who is tot striving to live—in public
Imembers tuc most sacred obiigations,!and in private—s prayerial, humble,
to respect and, 8o fav us in their power, | upright, kind, pure, noble and unse]-
to defend the chastity of every woman | tish life is not {iving Insccordance with
lin the world, of whatever name or|his professions and his covenants. But
nationality. A8 between these two I also know, from sad experietice, how
social systems | am first, last and all | possible it is to strive aftersueh u life
the time on the side of marriage. But | apd yet fall far short of it.

|

this is an important subject and de-

| consider safe and protitable,

protected. ‘These anti - **Mormopn”
funatics, legal and judicial, may seeno
importance in this crime compared |
with the enormity of a ‘‘Mormon’s* |

mands faller explanation than space
will permit here.

As to temperance, that is and always
e “'Morinon"

§ 5 e was an integral part of th
L™ i “andackponiedain ik Lo I S e
e ofiicials  in the country thap mere abstinecnce from Intoxicat-

who are not weighed down with u|1DE lignors.

single idea, und can be moved upon to| Un the land question “Mormonism’?
take setion apainst this crying evil. is equally emphatic. It recognizes the
This is a tpatter of public moment, | fuet thut **The carth is the Lord's apnd
It affects, or i8 likeiy to affect, all|the fullness thereof.” That He hoids
clagses of the community. If impor-|it.s0to speak, in trost for all His
tant letters from *‘Mormous” cau be | children, and thut the few have no
ahstracted—no matter ou what pretext, | rigbt to mouopolize it to the exclusion
the robbery will not stop atthat, It(oftbeinany. Thut, likeair and sun-
will be extended as the thieves rmuy | lizht, itls indispensable to ‘ife, {ib-
It ls!el‘t}' and the pursuit of bappiness,’”
time that this was stopped. Will the | 2nd thut land monopoly is the worst
local postal authoritics wovein this | kind of robbery, for it defrauds unborn
natier, or will other steps haveto be/ generations. This will doubtless be
taken to prosecute the letter-stealers? | branded as another dangerous ‘*Mor-

!mon* heresy.
—- "_I\Icilrmt‘tﬁ.llsm”_nhso ll:(:nlcls. that what-
( ever the talent with which individaals
W. H, SHEARMAN :?lny bte eudovt'egi. “{gig c}blizgmry ol

. i em 10 use thelr glits for the good

DEFINES I8 POSITION IN RELATION TO | tha race and not for their owngexell?-f
THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS AXD sive gratiflcation. That we are the
THEIR RELIGION. children of ope common Father and
that there shovld be owme universal

appreciated, They are iu accord wit
tl?g whisperings of that Spirit which
guldes tge Latter-day Saints in the
midst of their afflictions. The sure
- triumph of truth buoys them up undl
the certainty that all that is now 'hup-

ening will sirengthen thelr cause and
ead to the very opposite of what -its
enemies jntend, stimula

tes them- toi¢ircumstances than before,

Twice in my life have I sacrificed | brotherhood and co-operation of ef-
every carthly consideration and en- |fort, sothat all mnight enjoy thae bless-
dored hatred, obloquy and ostrucism | ings of life and be koit together by a |
rather than be untrue to wy eonvic- | coimmunity of iulerest and by the ties
tions; and now, for the third time, | of brotherly love. i
conse‘ance compels metotake thesame | In reference to religion it takes the
stand under more difficult and ‘.-rylng‘common sease view that—while all re-

ligions which do not violate nature's

For these and many other reasons—
though not a member of their Church—
my lot I8 vnalterably cast with the
“Mormon’ people, in their struggle to
correct thelr own fauits, and to estgh-
lish the prineiples for righteousness,
justice and true liberty of ull maukind.
| That they will ultimately succeed in
this I have not the shadow of a doubt;
though I do not pretend ta foresec how
much of digappointment, humiliation
and suffering they will have to pass
through first—except that it wlll ke all
that mortal natnre, sustained by Divine
strength, cau endare.

For many menths past, in the scclu-
sion and solitude of iy chember, dave
I earefully and prayetfuily considered
the snbéeet and earnestly apd disin-
terestediy soucht to be led to right
conclusions. This appears to me to be
the path of duty—the only course that
offers peace of mind. The cost bas
heen deliberately counted. In one
seale I pat reputation, friends, com-
fort, socidl recognition, presperity and
life—in the other, osliacism, probably
tinanecial ruin. suffering, possibly
death, and DUTY, The decision is in
iavor of the latter. Those who desire
toiguore me for that decision wili save
me much embarrassment by doing So
in an unmistakable I anner. can
truthfully say that I have besought the
Lord to save me, above all things from
error—and in the language of ﬁutber,
““Here I stand, God help me, I can do
no other."

Good Christian people don’t be

You know we have often heard tulk of
‘‘one mwan power,’’ “church and state
in Utah,"" ete. Of the former, 1 bave
never seeu it exhibited only in the
Chief Executive and other Federal up-
poiutees, who {requently wleld ite
apruinst the volee un& interests of an
entire Territory. Of the latter, it is
only manifest fo Jtah when

A CUNCLAVE OF RELIGIOUBS PROFES-~
SQORS

assemble like that recently convenedin
Nephi, calling for anti-**Mormon'* leg-
islation 1o suppress that whieh thosepi-
ous {?) ones are totally unable to over- -
| throw frow eithier & Biblical, scientific,
social, or apny _other Trespeectable
platform. Isit not cowardly for an jn-
dividual to call for the hands of those
lie despises to be secured and made
helpless, while he gives them a lashing?
lvcertainly is, nod yet this is the posi-
tion taken by Sectanans in Utab, They
asceried Lthat since our brethren had
been incarcerated in prison ‘‘the iree-
dom of the people to attend the
charches upd schiools has been greatly
armented.” Being a young man born
18 Utsh, Lhave only lived here twenty- |
seven vears and Several months, but
during that short period no one, elthur
par¢nls uor church aothorities, has
ever Jaid a straw inmy way of attend-
ing churches;of any denomination, and
the more I have lislened tothe preach-
ing of these learned (?) religionists, ;
the more I appreciate theplaju, Biblical
teachines of '*Mormou Klders,’” who
neituer preach tor money por divine
for hire, but, beiag freely given, freely
ympart, speaking us men having au-
thority, und not as the Methodist,
Presbyterian, etc.

Another exiipition of the church at-
temptlog to rule the state oecurred in
the winter of 'Sl apnd "82, when a great
religious furore was raiscd thronghout -
the Uuion by the churches calling Con-
gress to pass inlmical iaws relating to .

‘an establishment of religion und pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereoi."
Congress yielded, viojated the sacred
ouatn o1 oflice to support the Constitu-
tion, laid its freedonj at the fect of re-
ligious hypocrisy and as the fruits of
this ‘‘anluwiol cohabitation’ of church
and state, brought forth the Edmuonds
law. To thuse who are thoughtful, in-
telligent, and truthful, the evidence s !
abundant to prove that plura] marriage
is with us

AN ESTABLISHMENT OF RELIGION,"

und embraced by Laiter-day Safots in |
sincerity, koowing full well that the
animosity of the world will be waged
against them. The Utab Commission-
ers o one of their reports to the yen-
erai governmeut reporied that polyg-

o

amy was as much a part of our
religion as haptism, remission
of “sin8, ete. Then in the passuge

of the Edmunds aet and the deci-
sion of the U, 8. Supreme Court there-

afraid thatthe “Mormons?” will not

P

on it appears evident that tbree de«’



