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biographical SKETCH LESTER
J HERRICK

BY ELDER JOSEPH STANFORD

in an elaborate genealogical work
publishedblushed by lucius C herrick MVD of columbus ohio ibethe herricksHer ricke
trace their ancestry back to the tenth
eencenturytury locating them in leicester
shire england a branch of the
family two brothers emigrating to
america in the seventeenth century

the subject of our sketch lester
james herrick the fourth son of lem
uel and sally herrickHerrickwaswas born de
oember 14 1827 at nelsonattelson portage
county ohio at this place in the
year 1880 hishia parents accepted the goa-

l
gos-

pel1 and became members of the93churchhurch of jesus christ of litter day
saints in 1831 the family moved
into jackson county mo and in the
yearar 1834 they were driven out with0the saints by a mob and settled inparfar west

in 1838 the driving scenes were rore
enacted on both occasions their homes
with many others were destroyed by
atre by the mob

tue family next went into the state
of illinois and in 1843 settled in corncom
maercz afterwards called nauvoo
here in 18111841 the mother died through
the hardships privations and suffe-
rings incident to a life of persecution
tester J at this timeatime being a lad of
oly 14 years of age

the family left nauvoo in 1842 and
7 located in morlessMorleys settlement from
A which place they were driven in 1844

their property beinbeinggonceonce laore de-
stroyed by fire they again returned
to nauvoo where they remained un-
til the general exodus of the saints
from this place in 1846 the family
wrewere dersompersonallyally acquainted with both
toethe prophet and patriarch joseph and
hyrum smith who during the illness
of Llesteronter J itsa mother often visited
toethe house

after leaving nauvoo the family so
journea one season in mount pisgah
and then went to missouri where
they rremained until the spring of 1850
it was from that part of the country
that lester J took a trip iotointo ohio to
seeflee hisbis brother alonzo T in going
up the river he contracted a severe
eoldcold which settledsett ledinin hisbis throat pro-
ducing bronchitis fol-
lowed him through life at times being
very distressing

lester J with his father brother

nelson sisters lucy jane amandaand diana left missouri for utah
antiami crowedcrossed the plains in ajohnsonjohnsonss
hundred and bennettsbennetta fifty arriving
inia salt lake city september 22 18 0
amanda died on the journey of cho-
lera

after resting a few days in saltbait lakecity they journeyed to ogden thefather carried the chain for engineerEugineerjesse W fox in the first survey of
ogden city they built a house and
spent their first winter in browns
fort in the spring they erected a
house on the lot where brother war-
ren QG childs residence now stands
therho family in 1851 became separated
through marriage in the spring diana
married bishop isaac darkclark in july
lester awas married by elder charles
R dana to sarah A garner his twin
sister lucy jane married the same
day barnabus lake and the brother
nelson married a daughter of BR D
sprague

lsterleter J took up land and went to
farming in the dalloffall of 1856 be was
appointed second counselor to bishop
bunker of the second ward insinaugust 1857 he married his sec-
ond wife mary brooks he was
elected in 1858 sheriff of weber
county receiving his commission
from governor cummings the first
official document issued by his excel
loneylency as governor of the territory
he was elected a selectman of the
county in 1860 he served as a regu-
lar policeman in the city government
for several years and until elected asan
city councilman at the february elec-
tion in 1861 hearshe was shortly after ap-
pointed to the bishopric of the second
ward selecting asaa hisbin counselors hughfinlay and rufus allenalien in mardofthis year the brother nelson died
leaving a wife and three small chil-
dren the widow survived the hus-
band only ten years leaving at her
deith a son william J and daughter
alfretta the latter was reared to wo-
manhood by lester J and wife sarah
A SeptemberInInep 1861 father herr-
ick died of general debility aged 70
years

by the county records we find in
1864 lester J still a member of the
county cobit a d at the february
election in 1865 he was elected an alder-
manmanofof the city and reelectedelectedre to the
same position again in 1867

in the fall of this same year lesterJ entered into partnership with david
H peery in the generalgenahl merchandise

business the firm soon commanded
a good trade and was very successful
they continued in business until 1870
when the operativecooperativeco mercantile or-
ganizations damecame into existence under
the auspices of the church authorities
when the firm sold out to the parent
institution of saltbait lake city

in 1867 brother herrick married hishi
third wife agnes in 1869
he visited for the first time sincesinca his
residence in utah the eastern states
and spent about two months among
friends and relatives whom he had not
seen for twenty years he was re-
ceived with great kikindnessoil ness and spent
a very pleasant and profitable time

in 1870 lester J was appointed bypresident brigham young to succeed
chauncey W west deceased a pre-
siding bishop of weber county which
pooposition he successfully filled until
1875

he was elected mayor of ogden city
in february 1871 and reelectedelectedre to the
same honorable position in 18731878 and
agaii in 1875

at the april conference in 1878 he
was called on a mission VTw land
he landed in liverpool in mayavy and
was appointed by apostle albert car-
rington to preside over the london
conference in the fall of this year
brother carringtonou was called home
to von and herrick was appointed to
succeed him in the charge of the eur-
opean mission which position hebe oc-
cupied until the following spring
when hebe was releasedto return home
apostle joseph F smith succeeding to
the presidency of the mission

elder herrick arrived in ogden inju spending fifteen months
in missionary work in addition to hie
direct labors in supervising the affairs
of the church in great britain and
adjacent countries hebe visited partsparis
berlin the worldsworlda fair at vienna italy
and switzerland made a tour of toethe
channel islands the isle of man and
ireland and spent a highly enjoyable
and instructive season during hisbig
sojourn in europe hebe bad good health
and felt better and stronger in body on
his return home than liehe bad done
for many years previously at theaugust electionejection he was again elect-
ed on the county ticket as a select-
man I1

in 18761875 lester J entered into part-
nership with AD H peery W W
burton and others in the milling and
general merchandise con


