THE DESERET WEEKI.Y,

s lintits,
State has talken the first step to de-
prive ils ¢itizens of their rights and to
assume absolilte powers, which are to
transeend and override the rights of
parents to educate their chiidren in
the teachings of the c¢hurch to which
thoy belong. This law is the step by
which the chureh is impseded in its
work, and the very entrance by which
the anti-Christ of freemasonry will
try to break into our Catholic princi-
ges. our Catholic schools and our

atholic churches. I bhave said this
law is Lhe step by which the State
usurps to itself riggt which no State
poseesses, and in order to judge what
a State iz and what rights a State
has we need not go to Europs. T will
tell you what a state is, if you will
allow ute to do so, from 2 natural and
historieal standpoint. Here and eve-
rywhere else the individual is before
the state. First comes the individual,
then the family, aud then the siate.
God did not make a state first. He
made Adam tirst. and then after He
hiad made Adam He gave him Iive as
hig wife. Then came the families, and
then, as the families grew, of course,
when ecalled of God, the state devel.
oped itself. Mors familiss came upon
the face of the earth, and then differ-
ent states came. So you see, first came
the individunl, then the family, and
then tie state; and sinee God has put
the individual in the firast place, He
has given him freedom, given himn
rights and liberties, and to these rights
Hbe has added duties, and these duiies
are first to the individual and then to
the family. As soon as the family
comes then the family has rights and
duties, and these rights and duties
cannot enter into collision or inany
way interfere with or become anrago-
nigti¢ to the rights of the individual.’’

The con vention unanimously ad-
opted a series of resolutions atfirm-
ing parentsas the natural anpd re-
ligious guardians of children. as also
the preper educalional caterers for
such children. But the negligent,
the improvident and lmpoverished
parent is net forgotten, and for such
compulsury edueation,publicschools,
and general laxation are required,
the unconditional repeal of the
Bennett law is demanded, and n
striet injunction given fo voters to
vote only for candidates whe pledgu
themeelves for its repeal.

In Wigconsin algne there are
some 110 German Catholic socictics
or vereins, all ity harmony and un-
der the guidance of the church. The
Catholic religion in that State Is by
far the predominating one. There
are a good many French, and al-
though they doan’tlike the Germang,
Yetin a religious issue they will
Jolu. Agto Itish Catholics why of
course as long as the Demecratic
party espouses freedom of religion
the Irish will go with the Duteh In
this, In fuet all the decent, reput-
able, industrious Irish Catholics al-
ways voted the straight Democratic
ticket and nothiug elve. Lately the
Clan-na-Gael Irishmen, the profes-
stonal patriots nnd Catholies voted
the other ticket because there was
money in it. Of course the Beunett
law will go In Wisconsin. The
politicians are crowding each other
fo repeal it. Kven the Governor,
who swore at first to stand by it, has
deserte | his post. The Republican
party, which intended to make it
an issue, has come in out of the
cold ans declares the Inw must go.

It iz the step by which the I

W ig¢ousin at no distant day will be
a provinee of the Rhine, and if His
Holiness desires to leave Rome, he
will find comfortable guarters, good
cool beer, and stout bologua sausage
in Milwankee, and what is better,
piore devoted, more sturdy followers
than his present Dago adherents,

Tne German Lutherans are even
more vehement than the (Catholics
in denouneing the Benuett law of
Wiscousin
[Nlinois  They held a rousing meet-
ing it this ity one night last week,
and though no advertigement was
raade in the English papers of the
meeting, yet Central Music Hail
was packed with discipies of the
immertal Martin from cellar to gar-
ret. The German Lutherans are
very strong in Lilinois. They al-
ways voted the republican ticket.
but lately the leaders of the repub
lican party are showing so tnuch of
the old hile-bound kuow-nothing-
ism of iir early days that the
good Liutherans took alarm at
the compulsory education laws, or
rather at certain claures contained
in them. {he Lutherans are much
the pame as Romanists in all doe-
trigal matters, [n fact, except not
recoguizing the Pope, the Liutheran
is virtually the fac smimile of her
Roman mother. The Lutheran
believes in the real presence, thc
actua] body of Chbrist in the Com-
munion. And as the United States
courts see no distinction hetween
helief aud practice, the pious Luth-
eran is apprehensive lest some fine
day an lilinois Judge A nderson
may disfranchise him for cannibal-
ism. The speeches at this meeting
went further than the Catholics.
They ridiculed the Puritans of New
England, and cracked jokes over
the C-valiers of Virginia, They
even lield up Uncle Sam as a kind
of cross betweeu Yankee Doodle
and Dan McGinty. They went so
far as to say that members of (on-
gress and of 3tate legislatures could
not write uur speak a dozen senten-
ces consecutively of correct Eng-
lish.

A few days ago the Dewocratic
State: Convention of [llinois was
held at Springfield. The platform
adepted is such thatGerman Luther-
anand Catholic alike cauvnot find
faultwith.lt proneunces unequivoeal
infavor of abmolute religious free
dom. The Repuhlicans are alarmed.
With the Germans at the other side
the grand old party would soon be
named Dennis. A deputation of
Chieago citizeus waited onGovernor
Fifer at 8pringfield urging him ‘to
call a special session of the Legis-
lature to repeal tbe Illlnois know-
nothing law. In his repy to the
deputation Govenor Fifer actually
said that he gigned the Illinois law
without reading it, and took it for
granted that it wag a good one be-
cauwse Judge Prendergast and Wash-
ington Hessing were partly
its authors. These two latter
are politicians of the unscrupulous
type. They form the end men of the
Pope’a brass band in Chicage. Oue
ig a Dutchman, one an Irishman,
both are nomiually democrats, but
judging froma the implicit faith
placed in them by Gov. Fifer, a re-
publican and a G. A. R. man, it

aud the no-name law (f

8{')5

reoms to me they are democrats for
revenue only. Butthe crawfishing
Fifer is & pitinble spevtacle of Bnob-
bery and political servility. He is
the man who wanted o |ension with-
vut showing his wounds, but Com-
misgioner Black insisted on seeing
the wounds. Joseph,—Private Jou
Fifer he 18 eilled— was wounded In
a place that shewed him on the re-
treat, and he dig vot Jike the world
to knew it. Now he is on the re-
treat, but he is on bis knees to Arch-
bishop Fleisch.

Iu this matter of party versus re-
ligion I am reminded of an editorial
I read in Jast week’s Irish World of
New York. It was written on the
decision of the Bupreme Court on
tite Utah Church care. Here is the.
cloging paragraph of ihe editoriul:

“‘Considerable surprise has been oc-
casloned by the fact that party lines
were drawn by the Judges in render-
ing their decision. Chief Justice
Fuller and the two democratic asso-
ciate justices, Field and Lamar, sub-
miwe& a dissenting opinion, in which
they claim that Congress transcended
its power in passing the law, and had
no more authority to legisiate on the
subject in a Territory than it had in a
State. This sesuis 10 be carrying the
doctrine of State sovereignty to a bold
extreme, and there is no doubt but
that the Christian sentiment of the
community will most eordially ap-
prove the fortnal deeision of the eourt,
which declares that unlawful, seandal-
ous and immoral practices shall not be
carried on with impunity under the
eloak of religious liberty wherever the
jurizdiction of the National govern-
meni extends.”

When T first read this T was to use
a vulgar Lut very extensive expres-
sion, papalyzed. That a paper writ-
ten and owned by Irishmen should
denounce Denmocratic judges for.
liberality iu religious mutters Is
something that ‘‘baugs Bauagerand
Banager bangs ihe Devil.?> 1In [845
the Democratic party embodied in
itsnationaipiatforma plank specially
protective to Irish Catholics. At
thie time the rude cabins of Jrish
laborers were broken open, the in-
mates agsaulted, and often young
children exposed to the winter’s
cold. Catholie churches were
wrecked, Conveunts were gaid to Le
lazar houses of lust, priests were de-
nounced as defilers of female purity, .
and were it not for the Democratic
party the Irish ¢ atholic would have
no vote today. Now Pat Ford
writes in 1i8 paper a deounciation
of Democratic judges for extendiug
to Utah the same liberality extend-
ed forty yeare ago to Rome.
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M. AiME, a French ballioonist, is
goon to make an ascension fuor the
purpose of proving that he can re-
main as lung as he likes in the
air. He will carry in his car a “ser-
pollet steam generator,”” by means
of which the gas of the balloow will
be heated when the air-ship goes
up, or cooled whet the wronauts
descend, so that they will thus
he masters of their altitude, be able
to choose their air currents, and
bo]j)rulong their gerial journey at
will.



