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obedlent to Him in all things, Through
the restoratlon of the Gospel He ia
establishing a new order of things in
the earth. We are standing as wit-
nesses to the nations of the earth con-
ecernipz a message that God has re-
vealed fn these last days, The Lord
requires that we bear testimony that
the coming of the Lord Jesus is nigh
at hand. This |s the message that has
been given to us as a people to de-
elare unto the Inhabitants of the
earth. The Elders of this Church
have gone forth and borme this mes-
sage wherever they have gone, warning
the people that the judgments and eal-
amities and destruections that were pre-
dleted by the servants of God In an-
elent days and by the Son of God Him-
pelt were near st hand, and that the
Lord was about to accomplish His long
revealed purposes concerning the
earth and the inhabitants thereof. This
message has been carried to the na-
tions. The nations have been and are
being warned by the servants of God
to this effect, and we fully belleve that
there wlll be sueh great destructions
in the last days that there will be but
few men left. The Lord will eleanse
this earth of wickedness. He wll] des-
troy the ungodly, and prepare the way
for o thousand years of peace In the
earth., The Elders uf this Church de-
elare that that time Is near at hand,

and that, as the Savior zaid, there
will be wars and rumors of
wars, pestllences, famines, and
destructions of various kinda

among the inhabitants of the earth,
Every Elder that goes out from the
midst of the Later-day Saints, if he
goes possessed with the spirit of hia
calling, goes forth as a prophet, to
warn the people, and to tetl them that
whieh awalts them: that they must
repent of their sins and turn from their
evil ways, and that. If they will not do
=0, the judgments of Almighty God will
rest down upon them. I do not know
that all the Elders who go forth have
this spirit to the extent they should:
nevertheless, this 18 the message, and
It i8 sent from the Lord Himself. He
warns all unto whom this message
comes to repent of thelr sing and obey
the Gosapel that He sends unto them;
and He promises them that if they will
obey Hia commandments, He will glve
unto them the Holy Ghosat, and will
hestow upon them
blessings which He bestowed upon Hlis
anclent Alsciples, In eonformity with
this message the Elders of this Church
have gnne to the various lands and
peoples unto whom they have heen
ment, They have gone bearing In all
humility these warning tldings, and
have ecalled upon the people,’ as far as
they have had opportunity, to listen to
and ohey it. They have been empow-
ered to make promlses unto the people
that If they wlll belleve in the Lord
Jesug Christ, repent of thelr =sins, and
be haptized, they shall have a remlis-
ston of thelr ains, and also recelve the
gitt of the Holy Ghoat. Where thelr
menanges have heen received and o-
beyved. thnse who have bowed In sub-
mission thereto have testifled that they
have hnd their sins remitted, that they
have received the Holy Ghost, that the
gitts and graces and blessings that
were promised have been received by
them.

The Latter-day Salnta, thuas baptized,
have been gathered from the nations
of the earth: for it is a commandment
of (tad that those who receive this
Gorpel shall gather together and stand

in hely places, that when the
judgments and calamlitles which
the T.ord has Inspired His ser-
vanta to declere as being

penr at hand shall come they may
asrnne, And from this people. thus
gathered—ia seems ke & presumptuous
thinz v the minds of thousands of
speople tn state {t—the Lord Is golng
to fe~=? a new generation and a new
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people, as He did with Noah and his
sons. They became the progenitors of
o2 new world. In llke manner the Lat-
ter-days Saints wil be the progenitors
of & new world. They who keep the com-
mandments of God will be preserved,
and their children after them; and the
Lord will work a great revolution In
the earth and will accompiish these
great purposed eoncerning whiech He
has spoken by the mouths of the holy
prophets, As I say this may sound pre-
sumptuous in the ears of a great many
people. We would be iaughed to ridi-
ecule, if we were to mention it in some
ecircles. We would not be listened to
any- more than Noah and his sons were
listened to by the antldeluviansa. Never-
theless, it is true, God has spoken it,
and His words will be fulfilled. The
thousands of Latter-day Saints acat-
tered throughout these valleys and
mountains have received a testlmony
for themeselves that It s true, and
they have been impelled by a spirit|
and power that {s miraculous in its |
operations, to gather together, to come
to one place or one reglon, that should
be deslgnated or gselected As a place
of gathering, You who are here today,
my brethren and slsters, are witnesses
of this,

I suppose there are hundreds In thils
congregation who have received the
message of which I speak at different
places on thia continent and In foreign
lands, You never had any thought, be-
fore receiving thls, of leaving the lands
of your natlvity, of severing your as-
rociations with vyour kindred and
friends to go and reside in a distant
land. But when you heard and obeyed
this message a spirit rested upon you |
that you could not reaist; it burned
within vou: It was ever present with
you-— a desire to leave your old homes
to gather with the people of God at
the place of gathering, wherever that
might be, In the first place, the gather- |
ing place was in Ohlo., Afterwards
Migsour!i was the place. From there the
8aints took thelir flight Into IMinols,
:and from linels they came to these
I valleys. Mobs would not permit them

to dwell In peace tn those lands, and .
: thoge who retalned the faith moved
;as & body to this land; and the e¥Yes

and the hearts of the thousands who
have embraced the Ggsve! in forelgn |
lands have heen directed here.

Some of our enemies have sald that |
our -Elders {n going forth have
preached to the people that they would
have great advantages in coming here,
and that they told flattering tales and
loffered inducements of such a charae-

ter as to defude them in to coming

here. You know how utterly untrue
this eharge i3. I have done conslder-
able misslonary work in my life; but

I have under all elrcumstances en-
deavored to deseribe to those with

whom T conversed. and especially

where hranches of the Churrh were
raiged up, the difflculties, the hard-
ships, the trials that the people would
have to meet If they should leave their
homes and eather with the Saints In
Zlon. What would be the use of our
indueing men and women to gather
from the natlona of the earth who
would turn around and deny the falth
when they got here? We have nt the
lpress-nt time to urge upon our Elders
Iin the Unitad fitates and Eurone and
other places, to not encouraee the neo-
ple to come here at the present time,
but to keep the brafdches organized,
And nat have the peonla come hers
when they are not grounded In the faith
and have not hnd experience. because
there i’ Aanrar nf thafr heine over-
eome hy the trials they have tn'meet
when thev romé to this 'and. Thia 1s
the nallev far the nregent. There are
many resenma for thla: hut gne ron-
trolling renson {a that we do not want
naople {0 en to the expense and tronhle
of emieration to these val-
leys when they &re  unpre-

.talled upon those who come in th

pared for that which they.
may have to meet here, and If thev are
golng to apostatize, we would rathei
they would do so where they live thans
to come here and turn away from the
truth, i

But there is this remarkable featurex
about the Gospel; wherever ft j
preached this intense desire to gathey
with the people of God immediately-
takes possession of the majority off
those who embrace [t. They are filledy
with a deslre to be with their brethren
and slsters at the place of gathering:
This spirit Is from God. It accomat
panies obedience to the Gospel, andg
it Is confirmatory of the statements.
that the Elders make concerning that
message they have received from thé-
Lord. It this spirlt were not poureds
out, how would it be possible teg.
gather thls people from the remotest.
parts of the earth? It could not bé
affected by the power of man; it pe=:
quires the power of God moving upofn
the inhabitants of the different nations"
and impelling them to obey that com-
mandment.

Now, It was a remarkable thing that
Joeaph Smith, whom God ralsed up t.ql
ay the foundation of this work unpdep-
the direction of the Son of God, had &
revelation some five months after the
rganization of this Chureh, in whick,
?t was get forth that there would he a
zathering of the people together, The
iame was stated previously In the Book
of Mormon, which he translated. 1i
was set forth there with great plaips
negs that there would be a gathering
together of the people. Joseph Smith
had never seen such a thing, or heard.
of any such event. Who had evep
seen a people coming from remote
lands and gathering together, crossing
seas and continents, encountering g}
kinds of hardships, for the sake gf bes

ling together, an the Latter-day gainty-

have? Ia there anything Hke it reporgt

ed, elther In profane or sacred history™
There {5 not. The only event that
bears any comparison to It is the axos
dus of the children of Tsrael from

Egypt. But they were one natfon Rnﬁ.‘
they were golng to the land which ‘they

had been taught to ook Upon pg the
land of their inheritance. There gpre.
gimilar features in each movement, 2
and they were both the works of gogo
but nothing just like this has ever og’.
curred. =

This Prophet of God was Inapi

the Lord to say that this ahou]?i r:gc&?:
and it has occurred according to KhE

predictions. The people have peep®
ghthering from &ll the various Jandy:
where the Elders have =one. Thed!
have come willingly and eladiy, an ]
where they lacked means themselves..
they have asked help from their friands.
to enable them to come and join them

fn thege valleys. It 13 a new ove.
ment. It 18 something Unhearclin 0?5:4
something that was never know{rj

among mankind before. And (¢t hay
required the power of God to effeet it
It hes required the outpouring of His
Holy S8pirit upon the people themselves ,
to prompt them to do this. No hyman
power, no human agency, could have
accomplished this work. That must bes
conceded. Then, if it be charged that
there were wrong and Improper inAut
ences brought to bear upon the peopls’
to do this, how soon those Influences
would disappear when brovcht |n cop- !
tact with the hardshipa of the Iife ens
e w

the Latter-day Saints have come at§"=
these mountainsg! Who could have held
them here and kept them together?
No human power or agency cnuld have
done it. And the people have had that
union end love which the Savior pray.
ed for. They do love one another. No&
withatanding our many defectr of cha;?
acter, our dimobedience, our failure to
do &8s we should do, what the Lord re-
quires of us, we still are a united peo:
ple, speaking generally; and there ls s
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