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obedient to him in all things through
the restoration of the gospel he is
establishing a new order of things in
the earth we are standing as wit-
nesses to the nations of the earth con-
cerning a message that god has re-
vealed in these last days the lord
requires that we bear testimony that
the coming of the lord jesus Is nigh
at hand this is the message that has
been given to us as a people to de-
clare unto the inhabitants of the
earth the elders of this church
have gone forth and borne this mes-
sage wherever they have gone warning
the people that the judgments and cal-
amities and destructions that were pre-
dicted by the servants of god in an-
cient days and by the son of god him-
self were near at hand and that the
lard was about to accomplish his long
revealed purposes concerning the
earth and the inhabitants thereof this
message has been carried to the na-
tions the nations have been and axeare
being warned by the servants of god

f to this effect and we fullfullysr believe that
there will be such great destructions
toin the last days that there will be but
fewew men left the lord will cleanse
this earth of wickedness he will des-
troy the ungodly and prepare the way
for a thousand years of peace in the
earth the elders of this church de-
clare that that time is near at hand
and that as the savior said there
will be wars and rumors of
wars pestilences famines and
destructions of various kinds
among the inhabitants of the earth
every elder that goes out from the
midst of the later day saints if hebe
goes possessed with the spirit of his
calling goes forth as a prophet to
warn the people and to tell them that
which awaits them that they must
repent of their sins and turn from their
evil ways and that if they will not do
so90 the judgments of almighty god will
rest down upon them I1 do not know
that all the elders who go forth have
this spirit to the extent they should
nevertheless this Is the message and
it tois sent from the lord himself he
warns all unto whom this message
comes to repent of their sins and obey
the gospel that he sends unto them
and he promises them that if they will i

obey his commandments he will give
unto them the holy ghost and wwillIII
bestow upon them those gifts and
blessings which he bestowed upon his I1

ancient disciples in conformity with
this message the elders of this church
have gone to the various lands and
peoples unto whom they have been
sent they have gone bearing in all
humility these warning tidings and
have called upon the people as far as
they havebae had opportunity to listen to
and obey it they have been empow-
ered to make promises unto the people
that if they will believe in the lord
lesus christ repent of their sins and
be baptized they shall have a remis-
sion of their sins and also receive the
gift of the holy ghost where their
messages have been received and o-
beyed those who have bowed in sub-
mission thereto have testified that they
have had their sins remitted that they
have received the holy ghost that the
gifts and graces and blessings that
them
were promised have been received by
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the latter day saints thus baptized
have been gathered from the nations
of the earth for it Is a commandment
of that those who receive this
gospel shall gather together and stand
lipin holy places that when the
judgments and calamities which
the tordlordT ord has inspired his ser-
vants to declare as being
near at hand shall come they may

cape aridand from this people thus
gathered ix seemsseema likelUteaa presumptuous

iiin the minds of thousands of
people to state it the lord is going
to friafrifr Afl a new generation and a new

people as he did with noah and his
sonsnone they became the progenitors of
a new world in like manner the latter days saints wil be the progenitors
of a new world They who keep the com-
mandmentsmand ments of god will be preserved
and their children after them and the
lord will work a great revolution in
the earth and will accomplish thesegreat purposes concerning which he
has spoken by the mouths of the holy
prophets As I1 say this may sound pre-
sumptuous in the ears of a great many
people we would be laughed to ridi-
cule if we were to mention it in some
circles we would not be listened to
any more than noah and his sons were
listened to by the never-
thelessthtbeless it is true god has spoken it
and his words will be fulfilled the
thousands of latter day saints scat-
tered throughout these valleys and
mountains have received a testimony
for theme selves that it is true and
they have been impelled by a spirit
and power that is miraculous in its
operations to gather together to come
to one place or one region that should
be designated or selected as a place
of gathering you who are here today
my brethren and sisters are witnesses
of this

I1 suppose there axeare hundreds in this
congregation who have received the
message of which I1 speak at different
places on this continent and in foreign
lands you never had any thought be-
fore receiving this of leaving the lands
of your nativity of severing your as-
sociations with your kindred and
friends to go and reside in a distant
land but when you heard and obeyed
this message a spirit rested upon you
that you could not resist it burned
within you it was ever present with
you a desire to leave your old homes
to gather with the people of god at
the place of gathering wherever that
might be in the first place the gather-
ing place was in ohio afterwards
missouri was the place from there the
saints took their flight into illinois
and from tIllillinois they came to these
valleys mobs would not permit them
to dwell in peace in those lands and
those who retained the faith moved
as a body to this land and the eyes
and the hearts of the thousands who
have embraced the gasrel in foreign
lands have been directed here

some of our enemies have said that
our elders in going forth have
preached to the people that they would
have great advantages in coming here
and that they told flattering tales and
offeredered inducements of such a charac-
ter as to delude them in to coming
here you know howbow utterly untrue
this charge Is I1 have done consider-
able missionary work in my life but
I1 have under all circumstances en-
deavoreddeavored to describe to those with
whom I1 conversed and especially
where brarbranchesrhes of ohpth church wrewere
raised up the difficulties the hard-
ships the trials that the people would
have to meet if they should leave their
homes and gatherathera with the saints in
zion what would be the use of our
inducing men and women to gather
from the nations of the earth who
would turn around and deny the faith
when they got here we have at thepresent time to urge upon our elders
in the united states and burone and
other places to not encourage thath peo-
ple to come here at the present time
but to kipp the brbranchesbratches organized
ard not hnyp the come thorp
when they are not grounded in the faith
and have not had experience because
there Is of their being ovover-
come

r
bv the trials have toTdomeetneet

when pompeoma to this gaind this Is
abath for the presentent threthere are
mav rp pien for this ht encon-
trolling

n
reason toIs that wwee do not want

trtn rnenen to the expense and trouble
of emigration to these val-
leys when they are

pared for that which they
may have to meet here and it chev axearegoing to apostatize we would ratherthey would do sono where they live thajo
to come here and turn away from the
truth

but there is this remarkable feature
about the gospel wherever it hl1
preached this intense desire to gather
with the people of god immediately
takes possession of the majority

who embrace it they are filled
with a desire to be with their brethren
and sisters at the place of gathering

i this spirit is from god it accom-
panies obedience to the gospel ana

1 it is confirmatory of the statementsstatement
that the elders make concerning themessage they have received from the
lord if this spirit were not poured
out how would it be possible togather this people from the remotestparts of the earth it could not beeffected by the power of man it re-quires the power of god moving upon
the inhabitants of the different gatlon
and impelling them to obey that corcom-
mandment nman dment

now it was a remarkable thing thatjoesph smith whom god raised up tolay the foundation of this work underthe direction of the son of god had
revelation some five months after theorganization of this church in whittleit was set forth that there would be agathering of the people together ahwalissame was stated previously in the boote
of mormon which he translated itwas set forth there with great plainnessness that there would be a gatherl j
together of the people joseph salmsaltshad never seen such a thing or beaw
of any such event who had ewaever
seen a people coming from remoteremote7

lands and gathering together cross 9

seas anandd continents bering awasti
kinds of hardships for the sake of hsc
ing together as the latter day sea
have Is there anything like it re coraS
ed either in profane or sacred histohistory 1

I1 there is not the only event ttasi
bears any comparison to it Is the exaextol
dus of the children of israelea fegypt but they were one nnationa tion athey were going to the land wwhichhae thhad been taught to look uponn asland of their inheritance theresimilar features in each
and they were both the works of
but nothing just like this has evereverburred

this prophet of god was inspired
the lord to say that this should Coce
and it has occurred according topredictions the people have bgathering from all the various laiilawhere the elders have gone TI
have come willingly and gladly a
where they lacked means VBthey have asked help from their fridato enable them to come and join tte
in these valleys it Is a new miment it Is something unheard
something that was never
among mankind before and itrequired the power of god to effectit has required the outpouring ofholy spirit upon the people thertheraselto prompt them to do this no hhui
power no human agency could h
accomplished this work that must
conceded then if it be charged tt
there were wrong and tMimproperProper tatinances brought to bear upon the pe
to do this how soon those influx
would disappear when brobroughtight in
tact with the hardships of the lifetailed upon those who come in the i
the latter day saints have come
these mountains who could have
them here and kept them togebogetno human power or agencyagena could 3

done it and the people havee hafla
union and love which the saviora r 1

ed for they do love one anotherwithstanding our many defects ofoiacter our disobedience our fallfalfallailui
do as we should do what the loraiquires of us we still are a united rpie speaking generally and theretheft


