THE ANIMAL IN HUMAN NATURE. |

THE people of the United States
were more agitated over the
recent fight bhetween Suliivan
and Kiilrain than aboutany other
public event, national or interna-
tionul. Everybody wanted to know
who gained the victory. Men of |
fefinement and culture as well ns|
the ordinary and unlettered classes,
Mmanifestey an interest in the resulf,
Do matter how much they may de-
Precate the pugilistic spirit and the
Support given to professional sjug-
gers. :

It is proof that there yet is a good
deai of the animal in human na-
ture notwithstanding its advance-
mentand the influence of religjon
and Jearning. Power, force, virility
of any kind creates involuntary ad-
miration, nand success, lowoever
achieved, Is sure to receive ap-
Plause.  But it is pleasing to
know that there Is a growing
Sentiment against such  vulgar
exhibitions of bLrute strength and
Vicious vivlence as these prize eu-
Counters, in which men’s fuces are
battered out of recognition and the
biggest bruiser is the hero of the
bour. Athletic spoits, for the de-
Yelopmeut of the physical powers,
Al to be encouraged within reason-
able limits. But these do not neces-
sarily include professional pugilism
and can well dispense with all the
Concomitants of the prize ring,

The lnws against such encounters
ought to be rigidly enforced or they
should be swept frum the statute
books. There should be no vain
Pretense in legislation;_ statutes
ought ty menn what they say and
be exceuted accordingly. If public
Sentiment is really against pugilism
48 an evil to be suppressed, there
Should be no dallying with it. If
this purported opposition be only a|
8ham the spomer the laws against
Public fisticuffs are repenled the
better,

But whatever may be nrgued on
this point, human uvature shows
that it is still very animal and that
It will take many move years and
Much more training before the feel-
Ing whiel is exhibited in the anxie-

to know the result of n great
!’“tuﬁ butween two noted slugprers
'8 eradicated from the masses of
Mankipg,

A NEW FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH.

¢ EVER since the romantic and
anoiful enreer of Ponece de Leun in
Quest of the fountain of youth
Bt Perhaps oceagionally before, the
ey of prolongling life indeflnitely

by extraneous meanps has taken root
apd had fixed advocates. But it

|hns remained for a man of high re-

pute as a physician and chemist,
one whose reputation ic co-extensive
with civilization, to announce bold-
ly and seriously in this pructical age
the actual discovery of an elixir
whose function is the lengthening
out of vitality’s span. This person
is Dr. Brown-Bequard, of Paris, and
in order that the announcement of

his alleged discovery may go
forth without a shadow upen
its authenticity, the Doctor

hands it over fo a French scien-
tific body, by whom it was form-
ally promulgated and published
as from them in the Courrier des
Etats Unis, the Freneh dafly jour-
nal of New York City.

The elixir is to be administered
hypodermically, and with this
brief announcement we are to re-
ceive the conclugion which follows
it, namely, that the decrepit will be
made as strong and the aged as
youthful as of yore. How loug this
representation ean be continued in
the face of paturul opposition is vot
stated, and we are therefore left to
infer thnt the period is indefinife,
that so long as the bypodermic in-
jections continue the prevailing or
returning wenkness, as the c¢ase
may be, will give way to vigor,
vitality and virility.

This kind of thing coming from
Jules Verne, or even Victor Hugo,
would not occasion much surprige
or comment; the scurce would en-
able the reader to put the proper
valuation upon what he had read,
aud he would regard it a8 one does
the maneiful phantasms worked out
on thestage in a fairy spectacle—
quite a Jiversion and very pleasing
while it iasts, but not worth think-
ing over afterwards. But this
elixir of life story does not
come from such a source, nor frem a
man who is at all prone to scusa-
tionalism or to viewing life and the
things of life in any other light than
that of inteuse reality. Thus know-
ing and thus understapding, what
are we to think of so strange and, as
we can but view it, so absurd s
proposition? )

Supposing for n moment thiat the
Joctor’s claims are correct, that his
discovery will do all that he eays
it wili, it would aud eovuld only
amount to an unmixed evil in the
end, just as would anything else
which interferes actively with the
great plan upon which humanity
has life, progress and death. It was
not infended Ly the Giver of mortal
life that it should be protracted to
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great lengths, albeit the time might
be greatly extended ULeyond its
present duration by observance of
the laws laid dewn for our guidance.
To give to anyone who desired it
the power to indefinitely prolong
hig existence would Le to aimost en-
tirely abolish death, since only those
of suicidal disposition and who were
too tired of life to make an effort to
prolong it, or victims of violence,
would die at all; with this state of
things in full sway the capacity of
the earth for the sustenance of its
inhabitants would bu taxed more
and more severely as time advanced
until at last the ¢‘%lixir’’ would be
defeated by general starvation,
which of course it is not claimed it
¢arn overcome.

Dr. Brown-Sequard is only an-
other instance of how a man can
make a great and honorable name
by dint of study, research, hard
work and wonderful natural abjl-
ities, and in an unguarded moment
tarnish his Lright record by conceiv-
ing an absurdity and working upon
it as though it were entirely feasi-
ble until he pvrsundes himself that
it is. He may also induce some few
friends and aequaintances and num-
bers of those who either think not
or are eo enmeshed in the cause of
seience that they lbelieve anything
from a scientific source, to believe
and ¢ven advocate his idea; but we
look upon all such assumed discov-
eries ns the “elixir of life’’ as so
many vagaries of a disordered brain
or one rendered feeble Ly having
been drawn upon too much. They
belong in the donthin of those who
invent perpetual motion.
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THE SCHOOL ELECTIONS HERE.

THE particulars regarding the
schiool elections held in this eity
July 8 appear in this issue. The
result shows a considerable gain for
the Liberals. They succeeded in
carrying the elections in eight dis-
tricts. and elaim a victory in nine.
With the exception of those of the
one in dispute (the 20th), the pro-
ceedings in the districts generally
seem to have been conducted.in a
splrit of - fairness, althugh in a
number of cases Aome lively
phases were presented. Generally
spenking the defeat of the People’s
Party iuo the eight districts gained
by the Liberals was inevitable, but
in some instances it was the result
of tlie voters of the People’s Party
being asleep to their own interest,
the majority being with them if
they had turned out in a body.
Thix is a deplorable fact and it is




