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CAVE VALLEY on the rio leadres
verdes chihuahua mexico april 9 94

I1 arrived at this romantic spot in the
mountains day before yesterday accom-
panied by elder joseph C bentley and
wifebife the cave valley branch of the
pacheco ward consists of ten families
or eighty two souls all members of the
church and all residing in a little village
which stands near the left bank of the
the rio leadres verdes at a point
where a small living stream rising in
a number of springs about a mile west-
ward puts into the river named this
little stream waters the townsite but
most of the farms are watered from the
river along which in narrow strips
nearly all the farming lands are situated
the land is good and productive most
ofdf the inhabitants live together in a
local united order all sharing alike of
everything produced according to the
numnumberberotol01 souls in each family this
place is supposed to be on a tract of
land owned by apostle moses thatcher
the facilities here are too limited for a
large settlement but there are room for
more than those who are now here and
here as well as in all the other mormon
settlements in mexico a hearty invita-
tion is extended to other latter dayay
saints to come and settle cave valley
is 7 miles north of the pacheco townsite
and 35 miles by roundaboutround about road
southwest of colonia juarez but a new
road over the mountains is now being
made which will shorten the distance to
juarez about six miles

cave valley has for centuries been a
greatreat apache indian stronghold and
Ffromrom here they used to make periodical
raids upon the mexican settlements
situated in the lower valley lying east-
ward numerous attempts were made
by the mexican soldiers to drive them
out but they were always unsuccessful
the mountain crags caves and canyons
afforded the apaches such natural
shelter that they never could be dis-
lodged0dged but from their positions behind
the rocks theyteyh were always able to deal
out death and destruction to their
enemies even to this day the mexicans
are said to be afraid to penetrate these
rugged mountains and they were very
much astonished that our people dared
go in here a few years ago as there are
still a few renegade apaches roaming
throughout the country among whom
one known as the kid is very much
feared by the mexicans as he has com-
mitted a great many depredations dur-
ing the past few years

adjacent to the cave valley settle-
ment are the celebrated caves which
were used by the ancient inhabitants as
places oiof refuge there are quite a num-
ber of these caves in the canyons
through which the rio leadres verdes
passes and also in the side canyons in
most of these are found remnants of the
old cliff dwellers habitations in most
instances the mouths of the caves show
signs of having been walled up and
fortified very strongly in fact a number
of these walls or palli are still
standing behind them and extending
into the interior of the caves were the
habitations of the cliff dwellersdwellersj consist-
ing of rooms of different sizes but sel

dorndom of greater dimensions than 14 feet
square on the walls of the caves proper
as well as upon the partition walls made
by hand are numerous indian hierogly-
phics in one instance I1 noticed some
that resembled to a certain extent the
characters and cuts represented in the
book of abraham

perhaps the most attractive of all the
peculiar rock formations in the neigh-
borhood is the so called olla cave
situated about half way up between
base and top of a magnificent cliff or
about zoo feet above the creek bed
below the mouth of this cave which
is reached by climbing over the face otol
an extended sloping ledge is about 50
feet wide and 18 feet high it is about

feet deep and contains a number of
ancient dwellings some of them two
stories high chete is also an altar with
three steps to it standing in front of
what may have been a room or house
erected for public worship in the
mouth of this is the so called grand olla
which somewhat resembles a huge jug
terminating in a small top this olla is
12 feet high and measures 35 feet in
circumference in its widest parts the
walls are made of matted straw or
weeds covered with clay it is an un-
decided question what this and the other
smaller ollas in neighboring caves were
used for but the supposition is that
they were grain magazines perhaps
others were made to hold a supply of
water in case of a siege

adjacent to the olla cave at the
head a rocky gulch is the so
called dark cave the mouth of
which is about 40 feet wide and 20
feet high in the interior of this cave
which is about zoo feet deep there is a
regular system of ancient habitations
a number of broken ollas and fragments
of indian pottery near by is another
cave with a small mouth which is en

walled up with the exception of
an opening large enough to admit a
human body A short distance back
from the mouth this cave opens into a
very large room over zoo feet long and
perhaps 25 feet wide in the mainmain with
several side chambers the height of
the large room varies from 4 to 12 feet
human skeletons and many varieties of
indian pottery tools etc have been
found and carried oftoff by former visitors
to these strange chambers on the rocks
leaving only less interesting relics lorfor
my friends and myself to carry away

across the creek or river from the
olla cave and in the mouth of a canyon
is a fine grove containing 15 or more
different varieties of timber and bushes
among them we notice the cedar
juniper black oak white oak cotton-
wood ash cherry pine grape vine
willowwillow bailombalsom sycamore maple and
ivy no one is allowed to cut down
any timber in this grove which would
made a most beautiful and attractive
pleasure resort were it situated near a
more thickly populated district of coun-
try should a railroad be built through
this country at some future day tens of
thousands of tourists would certainly
visit this romantic valley to see the
caves and others of natures great won-
ders which abound here

the cave valley settlement has a
little sawmillsaw mill to which is attached a
miniature grist mill if it dont pro

duce the very finest brand of flour it
chops the grain sufficiently small to en-
able the people to have bread which is
beadthhealthy and strengthening and is re-
lished by the residents fully as well as
by their more delicate visitors

the people of cave valley are satis-
fied with their location and can point
out quite a number of natural addanadvan-
tages which they think their neighneighborsbom
do not possess and they have the satis-
faction also of knowing that they are
the only community of latter day saints
at the present time who are living in
the united order

cave valley was first settled by our
Ppeoplee le in 1887 since which an ecclesias-
ticalOF organization have been kept up
at present they have a sunday school
in good running order a relief societySocietv
a Y M M I1 A a Y L M I1 A azidand
a primary association elder christo-
pher B heaton first counselor in the
pacheco ward bishopric and who is a
resident of cave valley presides over
the general meetings I1 am now bound
for sonora ANDREW JENSON

TRIP IN OLD MEXICO

OAXACA sonora mexico
april 12 1894

in company with elder robert E
vanoevance who was called on a special
mission by bishop smith of the pa-
checo ward to pilot me over the sierra
madre mountainsmountalna into sonorabonora and
young martin I1 left cave
valley on horseback early on the
morning of the fth alt bound for
sonorabonora after traveling two miles we
arrived at williamss ranch situated
in a snug little valley through which a
small tributary finds its way to the
RIOblo leadres verdes another two
miles ride brought usno to the cliff
ranch where elders holemanheleman pratt
milesmilea P romney and others settled
several years ago and made some im
prove ments which are still standing
one or more families resided here till
september 19 1892 when the indiana
majomade a raid upon the only family
thomsonthomsen who then resided there

and killed sisterbister karen thomson ana
a little boy and severely wounded
another boy both sonison of the tomeseneTomToma seneens
A little girl who hid in the chicken
coup escaped unhurt slatersister thomson
was first shot and afterwardsafterward beaten to
death with rooksrooke thebe boy was killed
about a hundred yards from the housebouse
while engaged in feeding the pigspiga

from the cliff ranch we continued
our ride eight milesmile via dry valley to
the riobio sonsan pedro a tributary of thecam grandesgrandea this Is not the tame
san pedro river which laIs famous for
the mormon battalion bull lightfight that
took place on itsito banksbanka in 1846 on the
headwaters of this stream lives a
ine british lord lord Bereberesfordstord
who owns a large ranch keeps a black
mistressmia several large dogdoga and em-
ploys a number of men to takecake care of
litehis stock he laIs said to be well liked
by hisbis neighbor ranchmenranchmanranch men and dresses
talks and acts the same asa other fron-
tiersmentiers men frequently he is visited by
friends from across the waters A
story is told of one of these visitors
who on hisbis return to england tried
to portray to his countrymen his hairbair
breadth escapes and extraordinary
adventures in the wilds of mexico

why sl says hebe on one occasion IL1
traveled on a hot summer day twenty
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