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Ibstituted in Zion, as it was m for- - tuhave artiht to change or alter thatwhen we prayed unto Him aboumfesihat Hrere dbSigded tsZ Bishop
any of the duties of the Priesthood,then He would reveal it. But illalZion. in Jackson rVnmtv. Missouri:

rner times among Israel.- - U.Ki,gavo,
.commandments; they were de

livered by His rrophet to tne-peopl-

and submitted 'to them',ild all

DISCOURSE
' 'i BY

ELDER OBSOH PRATT,
i

li the (fenercd Conference, Sunday

would be sought unto by His neoriisaii other duUair.lvhar nnoh him
Israel said, Amen. u You have ull
done thw by your.volos; wivich !jvote,
so, far as we. can Jcarn, lms, lieen '

Without a dissenting Voice either
among the separate qudrurns, Hr in
the vote of the eomblned i.qverums;

top of the trees that were growingaround about where he was praying;and so great was the glory of this
light that this lad, this youth, this
boy, seemed to feel almost fearful
lest the trees themselves would be
consumed by it. But It continued

descend until it rested upon this
and immediately his mind was

caught away from the surrounding
objects, was swallowed up lu a
heavenly vision, in which he saw

glorious personages, one was the
father, the other was the Bon.

"No man' without the Priesthood
behold the face of the Father
live."

Now, this has troubled the minds
0,me of the latter-da- y Saints."Howie it, (say they) that Josephlived, after having; seen the ace of

Father, after having heard the
words of His mouth, after the Father

aaid unto him, He is mybeloved Bon, hear ye him."
If you had thought upon this other

subject, namely, that Joseph lutd
already ordained before thfa

world was made, to what Priest-
hood? To the Priesthood after the
Order of an Endless Life, a Priest-
hood that is everlasting, a Priesthood
handed down, that had no begin-
ning, a Priesthood after the holiest
Order of Uod, a Priesthood that was

the Order of His Only BegottenIf you had only reflected that
same Priesthood had been con-

ferred upon him in the councils of
holy ones before the world was

made, and that he was ordained to
come forth in this dispensationthe fulness of times to hold

keys of authority and powerthat high and holy Priesthood,that he was ordained to come forth
perform the work that Uod in-

tended to accomplish in the latter
times, then the mystery would have
been cleared up to your minds. He

not without the Priesthood In
reality; but was a man chosen, a

ordained, a man appointed from
before the foundation of this world,come forth in the fulness of times

introduce the last dispensation
among the children of men: to come
ia-rd-er to organize tha&ferlngdom,

was p redicted by 'the ancient
Prophets, ti,at should stand for ever;

come to fulfil the r;. vat and gloriouswork of preparation for the comingthe Son of God to reign in righte-ousness upon the earth: he could
the f" cf God the Father and

L ...ur having received this
heavenly vision,after having broughtforth the Book of Mormon,and trans-
lated it, (the I"d having prepared a

fx
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sfdm!g Council in tba midst of the
Churotr er uou. iwe.aw so upon
the death of the Prophet Josei.
Thetlfit at God wreusht upon! Ilia
servants,that during our administra
tion for some three or rour years alter is
the death of Brother Joseph, the First
lTftRfdenv-- y was not organized I uui
the Council of the Twelve forget It?

all the timer Jad Uielr minds fixed
unon the revelatiou Which God had
given showing that the Council of
the'itrPreaidency-wa- a the au--
preme CouncJt and authority in Uie
Obureh, tni, that the Twelve fcoukl .

in that ..fnrAma antiiiritv. .uv v r jand power only as tlie First Preni- -
dency vu made vacant. ThlsIQuo,
rum ;was reorganized some three ort. i tha

unCth'. year 1877. and upon the
death'of President Yean?, wno wast
the President In' the First Pre I--

.S I It .11 .ut. na elaaTV theTha
m i it A. ,.UI1I.M uuwarusoccupviug wj.wwwu.(twv iiimn rniii7 vc - tnev i nave i

done; as they were required to do
during the time being. And how;
affer having performed their duties.
ther still keen in mind tne necessity
of this First Quorum of all Quorums It
of the. Church again ueing nnea up; l
so that tha revelations of God may
be honored ' an 1 we. fulfil tlieir re
qulrements.

' Hence,' tlie Council of
tne Apostles has taken into consid
eration this subject, and the questionin our minds, was. Have we! eofH
ciently, as the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles,' magnified our ofllse and
cailiog, in netting In order . the
Churcii of the living God, in Organ
Jzing the .various Councils, for is
there , someUilng lacking? . isvery
time we thought upon the subject
we saw that one Council, the moat
Important of all. was. still vacant.
Could we Ignore it? No., We there
fore considered the propriety of or
ganizing it at the present Confer
ence: and uroOMMT John laywr. ny
the voice of bis bretiiren.tbe Twelve,
being the person holding the legal
right to that office, as the President
of the Twelve Apostles, was selected
to occupy the position or tno- - rreai
dent of the whole Church. And he,
according to the right and authority
given . to him. suggested his own
Counselors.: ..They .were sanctioned
by the Twelve Apostles; hence, the
First presidency again, so far as the
Council of the Twelve la concerned,
has been We have ful
filled our duties, then; In relation to
that revelation which says, it is
given uritd the 1 Twelve Apostles to
set in order all tbore offices that are
named in that revelation, we," I
sav. haya done it... And . are have
laid: the subject before the Priest
hood or all the various Quorums, as
they - were - assembled in general
council on last evening, and they
With us have had ; the iwlvflege of
sanctioning ; this f action, . that that
nnerum be HlJed up ana l complete
It now remains with, the body of
the rjeopJe. . to. give. their sanction.... . i -

males and remaies. as won i as uie
Priesthood, r And in order that this
may be , done according to the pat
tern wnKii ;uoa rs given uirougu
His servant Joseph, the Priesthood
will he organized this .afternoon ID

their respective Quorums, ana this
subject will be brought before them
to be voted upon by each Quorum
separate. . . -v:. .and. then the whole con
gregatlon will be called upon to sanc-
tion the Ranie. ' " I ;

I would state that this change
made a vacancy of three: In the
Quorum of the Apostles, and par
sons have been selected to 011 this
vacancy thus made: or, rather; two
nersons have been ? selected from
amon the High Priesthood to par
tially fill that vacancy In the Coun
cil of the ' Apostles; The third one
has not yet been chosen to com
pletely fill the vacancy in the Apos
tles Quorum:" we. however, may be
prepared, to act on that to-da-y, and
we may not. ,! '

Having said so much, in a very
scattered manner. In regard! to tlie
Prlejtliood, aiKl the dealings of God
with. from time te time, I woukl

to".."niuB ln-u-.j ;.T,T; 1

the time has Again come
Quorums tn fMe uuurcnoi uwwui
I completed as given m imiwtrttm end ivenani3. x leei u re--

inUM. in aeelna this order carried out
1 here never nas oeeu m uuw,
fha mmmetumit of the. h Istory
of the Church of J"esua : Christ of
Latter-da- y Sain tag hen the organiza- -

Uon has been so complete as uuruig
tu in.t ixtrn tr . thro. years. I I trust

- ' i

that His ereat purposes will be car- -
fulfilled, until Zion shall"ri1" nut nnd . . , . . w a .

become, as It IS written in ine osooa
of Jtormon.'.Jn . wie paraoie w me
vlnevard. shall become one uody ano
its butnehes shall te equal. Amen.

. .' T.TTi-iv- r a TR4rrri3
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T wi't.t. mate a few remarks while
the Kor!rimmt is belnir administered.
It Is gratifying to me to be able to
state thit nov all the various or--

Of: the ChurcU are pro
vided for. For sometime the Twelve
hive been operating in the tapacity
of a First PrcHdencyi ana it was
very proper tLat- - they should have
acad in tnac ctpaciy. as you nearu
iow.r aratt state this mornmg m
rs.rarri3;rr toi; thUi: 'ubiect,f -- this

l!.o cOure adorted at the time
yshi-Ji- - t"; rrrpbefci-Joeeph- Cniitli
kit i.i't Tia Twdve then f tered
fcri rd Z:.-- .i tl. ; -:- :lon cf tha I
Pr ; Jjcjf anJ 'tpcf&ied lor about
t: - ejetiJ in thatr capacity.' ' And
w n T'T "silt' Voony ; left stj it
y--i ILio;. it xr1' seme
c : : h uld t pursued. --The
V, :?,T tz lUr?, have In this tzs-- r

t ipirad t'--r cai:i j tad
L ..a ' a cours C" 1 is iTrovcd by
tha Lcrd 1. it, I tZtt, o by i a

trcirca, Ju. from the ' vcte
rWnt::.twy.w Jti Jn".--'

I. : it wet been cor daty to have
tl i (7srrci
r'....'7 U i -- itl c.:cutJ, I
. ..w ..:d 1 - v ; : zci irt:rr l t have

lv;..i
Twelve, iiag: of ir-i-c- r r t--

3 c
; .;Ur rrrr.1 ) i
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plan which tlie Lord has introduced
and established., Aud as you beard hi
Brother Pratt state this morning.
one duty devolving upou tlie Twelve

to see that the churches are or
ganised correctly; And I think they
are now Urns organised .tlirougriotts
the Jand, of Zion. TheChuroliea
mnurallT ' are ' OTfrantzed" Milh
tTesiuents tl - otaaes bhu j mnt
Counselors, with High; Councils,
with Bishops ana u eir counselors,ana wttu tne Lrfser nriestnoou, ao--

cording to the order that is given us.
Then we haye the High rriests,

Seventies kud ; Elders; occupying.
JJieiiuixaces accoruing to ineir pries v

Moou, posiuon ana siauaing m me
uurcn. auu in rjros iwrul7hMemeU he only Quorum that

offcftASltfv
quorum, as it is one or uie principal
councils or tne uiurrn. hjhwuibTweWe.hda. , w.rk dy to

,blMll iorWMni smaxil 1. 3.1 I T UUL-- -r; ---- -

.
,.Jt-n-

n.v. , - v- -. -

dom ' in times of - necessity,
such ns above referred to, yet when
everything is adjusted and matters
assume their normal coudilioui then

is proper that the Quorum of the o
lrst 1 resiueiicy, as wen as aiiomer

quorum'' should occupy uie place
assigned it, by tue Aimignty.

These were the suggestions or the
Spirit of the Lord to me 1 expi eas-

ed my feelings to Uie Twelve, who
oolnaided with jus, .and. Indeed,
several of them bad had the same
feelings as those with which I was
actuated. It is not with ur, or oughtnot to be. a matter of place, position.
or honor, although It is a great hon
or to-b- e. ' servant of uoo; it
is a great honor to hold the
Priesthood of God : but while
it is an honor to be God's servants;
holding His Priesthood, It is not
honorable for any man or any. set of
men to seek for position in the Holy
Priesthood.' Jesus Bald, Ye have not
called me, but' I ' have ; called you.
And as I said before, nau l consuiieu
m y own personal feelings, l would
have'said, things are going on very
pleasantly, smoothly and agreeably;
and I have a number of good asso-
ciates whom I respect and esteem,
as my brethren, and I rejoice-i- n

their counsels. Let things remain
as tbey are. But it is not for me to
say, it is not for ; you to say,
what we would individually prefer,
but r it . is for us holding . the
Holy Priesthood to see that all the
organizations of that Priesthood are
preserved Intact,- - and that every-
thing in tho Church and Kingdom
of God is organized according to the
plan Which lie has revealed; mere-lor-e

we ' have taken the course
which you have been called upon to
sanction by your votes to-da- y.

l would further remark tnat .i
have examined verv carefully for
some time past some of those princi
ples you heard i read over in tne
Priesthood meeling,and which were
referred to In part, by Brother Pratt,
this morning. And there are other
principles associated with the: Priest
hood that we wwh and nope to nave
thoroughly, denned; so , that every
man will know hi3 true position and
the nature of the calling and respon
sibility and Priesthood with which
he la endowed, it is very proper anu
verv Important that we should com- -
preliend Uiesethings; every mau in
fiis place, and. every, woman in her
nlace: but l more pariicuiarjy reier

. . ' ... . f I . . 11 f . - 4
IO tne . llOir i nestnouu, iui every
man may feel and realize the duties
and responsibilities which rest upon
mm. - , . " -

It is sTatifylrig to toe, and it Is no
doubt satisfactory 'to you. i to see
the unanimity nnd oneness of feel
ing and the united sentiment which
have been manifested in our votes.
Those votes being' taken first in
their quorum capacity, each quorum
having voted affirmatively, then by
Uie vote of the Presidents ot the
several quorums ?.united,' and after
wards by the vote or xno quorums
and people combined,. men and wo
men, among tne. many tnousanus
assembled who have participated iu
this vote, having a.Tuil ana iree o- -

lrtunl
tluence othier than the Spirit of God,
to express their wislies. and desires,
there has not 'beeu', from all that
we could discover, ono dissenting
vote. . "M, r-- 1

1..

"
,

You could lnot &find tlie same
"unanimity anywhere upon the earth.
Union is a principle tnat exists in
the heavens, and so far as we mani
fet this feeling In al)' sincerity, so
far do We exhibit ouf 4 faith in Uod,
InmrrieeUiood, and hi Hw law as
revealed to us. For our reh'gionur
Priesthood aud ail the blessings aud
ordinances that we possess were not
irivcn us . ITV any matt or' any com- -

binatlou of inent'Ifwas' the Lord
who revealed ali or tnpfe unngsor
we cnuld not have been ittpossetmion
ofthenT.0- -

. We. have. had. an
.1..example1.1.here to --aay or me unanimity wuicn

chratterizes those poasessed of the
spirit of the gospel, and it ought to
he a pattern for m in all of our af-
fairs.

And now Jst'JtSeTefer witli Trlde
ta mv bretlireu of the Twelve here,
whictf I do by sa that while they
as a quorum held the right by
the vote of the people to act in the
capacity. .

Of the First Presidency,yeta v-- a i rt a a
When i raiv
expressed It this mornio, that they
had performed ' their work, ..they
were willing to withdraw from that
Presldcncyi and put it ' in tlie "posi-
tion that God had directed, aud fall
tmck into the place that they- - have
always held. as the Twelre Apostles
of the Church of Jesus Chr ist of
Latter-da- y 8aints.?i say it is vrtth
pride that I narto- - tills actioil aud
tlie feeling that prompted il'Ivcrymuch nuentlon wlittUr you could
Had the same personal exhibition of
(iiluterebed motives and

and the like wmdiDeei to re-uiuu-ee

place and position la defer-
ence ta prInciilo, .cimon .tlie same
numliepof uien id any, tith er piaee.
Thy lair the secuntiiy tit tUis ' ac-
tion ; rv c:otxm d wsK-inad- in that
(jC-o-

.I; the vota- -

uJUyjftt! Ikit the First Pre-t'.Jc;- vl

'and after.
Vir '..' It I --etbrra, to .CI this quW
rur.i wtr.1 i '.-ct-r i'it step

Chu- - aad i. before tbe
PrteiJiood ott-'-'ft'T-

f
tae-cUag- - vrbea

thrra vere prec;:r:t & ; xsrrese--' - i ton
cfai: t-.- e L.;wu-.vnui:-

..

r a ChLa in trdrsait t' i-- i la
Lr.. : After Izr it, lert
rxi(i:.?.c::r r:lkt-L- t forrv

t.. t
1 Ci"

t j
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There k another class, of Tilshops.
We find in every Stake of Zkn wliat

termed a Bishop's Agent. , Poes
he hokl the Bishoprktf He should
have that ofUce conferred upon him.
VVhy?CeCanseltIsbirdutJT td ad-

minister in 'temporal things. Does
his j uTiadictken ; extendi - beyond that
of a. Ward Bishei? It does. Why?
By! appointment, .by .eelecUon, by
heihsf sent tiTi the Presidency of the
High t Priesthood after the; order of
Melchisedek : t admin later in tlie
special duties of hisotaesinany or
lu alllha Stakes of Zion. as the case
mar be acoordinz to the nature of
bl3 sppclatni?nt, and by the author-
ity of the Presiding Bishop. There
area rrtnit lmeirjr tiiinsts to JSe taken
io to . 'taoslderatlonr1 when we strive
to under taad tlie Book of Covenants
according to the revelatJouyrthat are
therein filyenn;JJecawsei5 God con-
fined His servants to eertaJn duties
in the early rise of this, Church; that
avnd proof OCertden,ce that He will
always work in tha earner channel.
ttwuietaargUk4jijrders ot iuw
kingdom; He wiU etretch; forth, the
curtains : of Zion ; He wilt ien gthen
her cords and strengthen bee Ktakes
and will tartrltiply them not only
throughout this mountain Territory,
but thtougheu V UiB United States,
this land ot U Joseph: and they will
be called the Stakes Of the great City
OfZkm' :th:.tx .v'Tf i.If IJ

Let me hero ' take the liberty to
bavr to this conzrefiratlon that the
iCitaFKaf zUm when it Is built in Jack
son-- Coun ty.wlM not be caiM
Weeait rind no mention, in all tlie
revelations that God has given, that
thecltyof Zion ls to bi the Centre
Stake of Zton: the Lord never called
it e in any revelation i at nas
been iven, v It t is to : be the bead
(luaiiers, 4t is to be the place where
the Boit of Man will come ana qwen.
where He - will have a tern pie, in
Which temple there will be a throne
prepared where Jesus will dwell in
tlie tnidst of His people; it will , be
kuaEreak urairai cur, ouu um wuf
ward branches will be called Stakes
wherever, they shall be organized, as
such...'" ; .. '

. ;

We cannot suppose, as I was sav
ing, that wnen the loru snau uiua
enlarge the borders of Zion and mui- -

iply her Stakes, that He will - be
obliged to confine Himself to : those
circumstances and that condition of
things that existed when we wei
ittle handful ' or . people, we are

swelling out, we are becoming num
erous upon the face of the lana; ana
the day will come wnen lsaian's pro
phecy, as contained in the 60th chap-
ter, will be literally : fulfilled, th at
is, a little one shall not only become

thousand, but ine email one a
strong nation. Are we then to be
governed in all respects by those lim
ited things that we were governed
by In our childhood? . : Will there be
no change of circumstances? Yes. as
there Is in the grow in or grain, we
have first the blade, then the ear,
then the' full corn in the ear, ' but
these will all be in accordance with
the development made by the nro
gressofthe kingdom as is explained
in the' blade, the. ear and the full
corn hi jOieear, and let me here pro
phesy on the strength ot trie reveia
tions that Fere given through the
Prophet Joseph and through all the
ancient Prophets, that the time will
come when the Lord our God will so
manifest Hi power that every soul
upon , the faeeor.tnis great western
Continent that wiU not believe ine
kk of Mormon, lhat will not re- -

bent of his - sins, that will not turn
away from hJs iakruities, and that
will not hearken to the voice of His
Son. that it will be with such a one
as Moses BsJd.he shall be cut on" from
amons the neople. Do rou believe
itr ltwiiioe me case. Ana wnen
that day comes that the Lord shal
cut offaudi people, wlen the .day
comes that He will fuICi he revela
tions of Isaiah, as well as many other
revelations that have - bee. : given.
Zion . will, have to go forth an her
strength "and" power, and the in
habitants or ine nations jurat are
afar off will saV. 'Surely. 2?ioa 4s
the citv of our God. for the Lord Is
theny ami tils glory is there, :nu
the power and the might of His wr
ror is there." terror to the wicked,
terror to those who commit sin:

let us be subject to her laws." Tliat
will be after tlie Lord has broken up
the nations, after he has destroyed
and wasted them away, so far as the
wicked portions are concerned.
Those who are left will" gladly ac
knowledge ZkB,' will acknowledge
God and "His people, and will ac
knowledge the laws that will be lit-

erally sent forth from Zion j to the
nations of the earth. M ust we then
be limited in all respects as we were
limited in uie earry rise, or tne
Church?.- -

i No. j New .circumstances
require new : power, new knowledge,
new

--v
additions.' new

a a
;
''strengths and

newAjuorunxa; nos w uu away witn
the old, but additional la theic na-
ture. M will hold authority and
power to-arr- y forth the lawn of
Zion to-th-e remnants of this nation.
and to --foreign ' nations ministers.
or plenipotentiaries, Jf you pkmseto
uotj Ji.jtiH iriui Viii J oit..4 Wf
18-- xauons cr toe earth wjth the
laws cf God. iSow, this is: a . pro--
pnecy or my own, out it im a

-- to- that- - which Is
written," accordins 'to thatl which
God gave to His ancient and Ilia

I find that I shall not 1 able to
eoutluue my ..markkas they cresent
themselves- - to rny ,nlnd, for there
are numerous brr.".chs vrrti!a!r-- r

to this e- -t t t Priesthood be
sides that of tue lihoprlc, and b los-
ings pertaining to the two Pii.Jit-hood- s,

.upon which It would bd very
Eleasing .ta my mlad to dwell, tit, if. 1 1 d the time and thetr:r-?- i

' I rt jl.i scy, however, that in re--r 3 t3 the r-.--' x cf thel'iast
tb-- r's of the Churcli r hi Tr--

.wd t1us, by revelation,-th- e

orw.r;f thir- - as it eTj? in farmer
days, away back in tlie cLpessauonnsatisn cf
t . i &J. ..arciis and

fcr-sa- o

the d- - iCa cf the Pt-- f

f.rrd :czd Vt?U tr-'- .i of

u r: t. K,e t ; t'ca. I
taj Inr rclxtica to Uita rcs.ttcrs
r-t-fca . r:!it oe r-i- ana raca
d!-- ht be s&id In rerd to tr--r rvi--

tl Dv. .i.irj-i.- i
r--j t r-- 'l cf the Pint ITtzU
d - I. v i r:nzi prc zsovr
' I t C: li ctC- - ; r- -l r --
1

' i 1 in. . i ;

L--
j , 4- - i ''Irs, r.a.lyut... sCccILL-tLir- ci

tit' 5 1.. :Ur- - r(f t --i v-- "3
c

'L::3l- --
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.Edward Partridge, in the land of
i

while le.ve regained at itlrtland.
Pfrhapa. it .m);:ht te well enough,

fbowevep, to juat-Liied- r touch wpon
r?uttes,5 thnt? Wtiro mtw. fully

made tanu'esr-'whe- n' he was re-tjoir- oJ

to go oat ftomPiXlrtland about
airi0P3OTgr ? the south east, and

organize the ColesvUla branch in the
town of Thoirrm". The Lordj told
him how t 'andtbn there y . , hurch

iio?i e ?.c n . .who
kidaIirg6''t;Svt A! ' .! id he
covenanted, before p v.. 1 if the
ColeaviiJe lirmnchp.wotflf o Iris
land, they, m'r'st fiave lae.'.Jt laberit--,
ances, etc, and tUat ther laihtter into the Order of God, as ahould
be pointed; ou t by the - rolce of the
iTGpnet; And when ; the rroshet

oserf went mt .to? jThempsori and
undertook to organize the Branch
according- - to tw Trom! and eeve--

uckC-tn- rasrnaae, x,moopnw-tridgS''a- s

there, 'and he - had it
pointed out-t-o him how he should
deal tsvlths thatticular organiza-
tion that they slioukl all be made'
equal, anU should receive their tew-ard-sh

ip, . and, should consecrate 1 all
of their proper tv" Into the hands of

ftheBishop; and that was made', a
sampler foe --clufches
throughout the Lord's vineyard,!
Yon .may Judge whether weiikve
kepi It or not. Aud his duta t w
also made manifest in the latte part-o-

the summer of . 1831. And many
of the first Elders were commanded
to go west of Kirtland about one
thousand miles; and the promise
was ; that the land which tneLLord
intended to give to His people should
be ..made known, and it should be
told them where the cityshould be
built. In the months of July! and
August of that year, the iLord
pointed out more fully the duties of
Bishop Partridge in regard to divid-
ing the land, that Is, the land that
had been purchased by the Church,
dividing it out among the various
families of the Saints. The first
families, with the exception of seme
that had been baptazea in tnat lanu,
were faithful ones among the Coles-- .
ville branch, one of the earliest or-

ganizations of the Church. Theywere commanded to flea from the
town of Thompson, because this
rich man had broken his covenant.
They went up to Jackson County,
and Bishop Partridge .was i com
manded to divide off to them inher-
itances by. the law of consecration.

Here then' was aiBishon whose
duties were made known, and speci
fied, ana which were very ainerent

their nature in many respects from
our Ward Bishops. Can you not see
the dmerence between 'these duties
assigned - to Edward Partridge, and
the duties .asaigned to - the several
Ward Bishops of our Church? So
far as the Ward Bishops' duties go,
they coincide perfectly with the du
ties that were aaeiznea to this gen
eral Bishop. Byt there were si great
many things required of him that
are not required - of WsrdUishops;
quite different in their duties and in
their cauinga. ;

In December, 1831, the Lord saw
proper again to give another Bishop,
his name was Newel IC Whitney,
Was he merely a Bishop of a Ward.
whose jurisdiction was limited to a
little spot or ground mat might oe
termed a place for the residence of a
Ward Bishop? No: he was another
general Bishop. Bishop Partridge
liaving general Jurisdiction in Jack-
son County, and in the regions round
about: while the duties of Newel
K. Whitney extended to the j State
of Ohio and the States of .Pennsyl
vania and New York, and through-
out all the Eastern countries, wher-
ever the Church of God was organ-
ized. '1 .v.-- !

Here were two Bishops, then, one
bavins jurisdiction In the West, a
thousand miles from the other; the
other having jurisdiction in the
East. Their duties were pointed out,
but neither ;of Uiem was a Presid-
ing Bishop. But what were! they?
As was clearly shown by President
Taylor at the l Ties thood meeting on
last evening, they were genera! Bish
ops, liy and by. arter the Church
of God was driven from the State of
Missouri, it became necessary to have
a presiding rasnop; ana ine juoru
gave a revelation, saying: f

"Ijet my servant V inson Knight,
and my servant Shad rick Itoundy,and my servant Samuel H. Smith,

e appointed as Presidents over the
mshopnc or my cnurcii."

Here, then, l the first intimation
that we have or a Presiding Bishop.
Neither Bishop Partridge nor .'Newel
IC. Whitney at that time was a pre-
siding Bishop, but each one held dis
tinct jurisdiction, presiding in a (us
tinct JocaJ.tv. neither presiding over
theother. But when v inson rinigtjt,
in years afterwards, was called,-i- t

was his duty to preside ovr all of
the Bishops that were then - ap--
pntnied. , was " there any
Bishop after the death of Jiiahop
Partridge? Ves: -

L

"XJBh my servaail, vrewrgo ""oi,leceive the Bishonrio which Was
conferred upon Edward Par tr.i
to receive the consecrations of my
people," etc -

He was ordained to the same call--
inxnd-ca"r- l to the same BUhop- -

ric; not to 4i. yrmKif iishoprie:but to the same LI ;;!iopric conferred
unoq Edward Partridge, to receive
the consecrations or ine t iord's
Church, to minis ter to toe, poor
and reetty, et. Here, then, were

tinct orJrs tj lilshops, so far
thlr .V.;, Jariad iction and re--as

. t . , . . .
fponsioiij. wtr-,cv-:jim- , uui
as Bishops they h, 1 th- - r :3ae call

as others, uy Jla the
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iiefore He would reveal a fulness of
knowledge upon these important
subjects. This seeking untoi the
Lord to obtain little by little, an
precept by precept in the knowledgeor the things of God is Just the Waya wise parent would instruct his
own sons. Our parents woukl not'
tell us all about the various branch-
es of education when we were two or
three, or four years old; but
they taught us as children, glrtcs Tt

us line upon line until we could un-
derstand more fully those thingsthat perta-ne- d to a good education.
Ho the Lord dealt with If is people,as a wise, Judicious, kind-heart- ed

parent, imparting Just according to
the faith of the Latter-da- y Saint.
aud according to their wanfoj,
and according to His own mind and
.win, and good pleasure. '
J By and by, after the Church i was
organized and there being no Biah
ops the Lord saw that it was neces-
sary to introduce some kind of a
plan In relation to the propertyIlls people In the State of New-York-

.

What did the Lord say to us
under those circumstances, wheuwe were not fully organized? Bald
lie to the Church in the State of
New York, in the General Confer-
ence, through the mouth of HU ser-
vant Joseph, hi a revelation givenon the 2nd day January, 183l7 "He
said, Let my Church in this land flee
out from the State of New York; let
them go westward to the land of
Kirtland and Join my people id the
Btate of Ohio; let them do this. Im-
mediately, lest their enemies come
upon them, etc. The Lord under-
stood what was in the hearts of the
enemies of His people; He under;
stood what they were doing in their
secret councils, In their secret cham-
bers to bring to pass the destruction
of the Latter-da- y Saints that were
In the States of New York
aud Pennsylvania. - How shall
this work Ue done? : No
Bishop to take charge of the proper-
ties. The Lord said, Let certain
men among you in the State of New
York be appointed to take charge of
the properties of my people, that
which you cannot dispose of or sell
in time to flee out: let them have
charge of it to sell it In after times
for the benefit of the Church. Here,
then, was a revelation appointing
certain men without ordination,
without the Bishopric, to handle pro-
perties, to do that which Bishopswere afterwards required to perform.
Now, here is a lesson for us. ' lie-cau- se

the Lord does one thing in the
year 1831,and points out certain men in
according to the circumstances in
which people are placed, that la no
evidence that He will always con-
tinue the same order. The Lord,
deals with the children of men ac-

cording to circumstances, and after-
wards varies from that plan accord-
ing to His own good will and plea-
sure. "When these men had ful tilled
their duties in relation to the proper-
ties of the 8aints,and the Saints had
gathered out from New York and
Pennsylvania to the land of Kirt-
land, then it became necessary for a
regular Bishop to be called and or-

dained, also his (Counselors. Did the
Lord point out that these Bishops
should be taken from the High
Priesthood? No. !

"And again, I have called my ser
vant Edward Partridge, and give a
commandment, that he should be

ptioiuled by the. voice of the
Church, and ordained a Bishop unto
the Church." And with regard to
Choosing his Counselors, the Lord
said they should be selected from the
Klders of ills Church. Why did lie
say the Uder&V Because! the
ligh Priests at that time, had

not - been ordained ; that is,
they had not been ordained under
that name. Although the Apos He

rn bad been conferred upon Jos
eph and Oliver, even they were
called Klders; the word High Priest
was not known among them to be
understood and comprehended un
til a long time after liisuoi were
called; and that is tlie reason why
the Ijord aakl to lib bop .fartrklge,
select from the-- : :iuders or. my
Jhurch.' "But," says one who has

read the Doctrine and Covenants,
"you will nnd in the revelation civ
ehnivthe 6th ot April, IS.10, toome--
th ing about litehops.lllgh Prtests,etc.

I The. speaker was here stopped
that an important notice might be
given out.1

I was saying mat at the time that
s slioD Partrldze was railed and or--

Jained a Bishop, outhe4tbot Feb
ruary, Is." I, that at that time there
were no High 1 TiesLa, theyi were
not known under that name, but
were known under tlie name ;of the
Apostleship, etc., and hence Riders
were specified to be called as Coun
selors, l was also . saying that lu
the revelation given on tlie 6th day
of April, 1830, there was nothing
said about lllgu Priests at the time
the revelation was given; neither
about Bishops. But you will find
two paragraphs m that revelation
which mention them, which para-
graphs were placed there several
years after tlie revelation was given,
which the lxru nau a periecs rightto do: and - If it were necessary
mlzht auote examples irom ecnp
ture to show that the Lora aaa-- i to
any revelation when He sees proper.
In order to maae is more miiy ua
derstood. For instance, you . re
collect that Baruch : i wrote
from the mouth of Jeremiah a
lemrthr revelation regarding the

Israel and the house of l" -- ael. Iklnsr of. . . . i i . n ... iAnd that wnen uie reveiauon 'was i

given to tlie king of Israel a4J after
he "had read three or four leaver, 1.3

cut it with the penknife and cs?t it
into the fire that was on the b.ea V
until all the - roll was consumed.
Did the Lord give it oerj again?
Yes, "and," says, the scriptures.
'there were added besides unto them

many like words. not in the former
rv-.t3ot- u ;lf. tbf Lord took that
hit . bod in the da . Jeremlah,was
the f !,r""ir onsUicnt In the

sarterwaru3,
Ishops and
r that tts

tiers

lud tvUc mar:- - i ty'M -

L . t J w. -- x1 i tius wtrTi
te rw proTv--r to rnaLa : - S

. i - uon ta f .e
;.r i L'z .i, he ; ;' t

us tr. - i . r .2 HiITt .' 4 I US
. .... . . t .

MT t 'th. s 1 i 1 1 !' .iitf:.v
V, fcUr 'CI L...t J Li r? hni

lnxl:'"-j- , tnd two Eldr select-
ed by bin to operate wi.h hi"
Lis CZ:'- -r br-- -n t

'f 1 4 rr " -
1 "i.'-ol- i i t. Lve tit . t ! "'v .-

Jtning, October 10, 1SS0. to
lad,

iu) by ux. r. aiBia.
1 A ..A. 1

I have J wen a y lay tor
U aiBH me wiugreifavwu mis two
liiorn'mi on a particular, nubject, In
wjk'h' we are all interesteO, namely,
th divine authority of the priest-- , can
hmhl, d) vim) callings ordinances, and

f etc.- j'
Wo iiftve in this. Church several

tbouKanJ male members who holU
authority and power which they say

' ls from graven. IT-- It be from heav-
en,

the
at testify, and have testified

ever mye the rise of the Church, had
then, th! InrU our God haa mani
fettled 1LJ9 power, and In Ilia mercy
lia.1 once more hestowed auUiorltyuu th4 children of men to admin-
ister beeu

1 1 if holy ordinances, and to oc-

cupy ttuf positlona to which we have
severally iwen called. On the other
hand, ifthe views of the world are
correct-rtthe- y do not consider 119 to
have any authority we are then on
the same ground and platform with
the reHtc.of the religion world, there after
L no authority upon the earth. Son.
One or theother is true. thatTherl never was a principle more
clearly proven than that the Inhabit-
ants

the
of; the earth are destitute of all

divine authority, among all religious
denomination, whether Pagan, Ma-
hometan

of
or d Christian; the the

authority cannot be found through-
out

of
al the various denominations

that have existed through the long and
period ht time called the dark ages,
until the Ijord, in His mercy, has
organ Laed Hia Church again on the
arth And. bestowed tiiat authority, was

and if JIe ha not done it, as the
world my He has not, there are no man
person upon thi whole earth that
have any authority from the heav-
en;

to
and therefore we are Just a to

well ofT as the balance of them.
We are not Indebted to man for

the various "authorities flu this' that
Church; this is our testimony. - Man
did not commence this work, man is to
not the originator of this work,
neitheri ii he the origin of the au-

thority
of

I by which we administer.
The Lord did not see proper to or-

ganize
see

the authority of this Church live.
all at o4ce In aTT the various councils
and authorities that, from time to
time, have been ordained among
this people: It vrT ual work.
Author! ty was bestm U before there
was ant Cirarcn. .First (not the au-

thority i of the Priesthood) but the be
authority to bring forOx the plates of
the Book of Mormon, and to trn"-lnt- e

them by the Urim and Thut-mi- m,

by the inspiration tf the Holy the
Ohost4 This was the first authority day

upon tf.e one whom the
Jdird ijiose to commence thia great
work. I The authority of the Priest-- : this
hood was not conferred upon him at gin
that time, but lie revealed unto
blm concerning .the everlasting gos-

pel contained la the ancient records
kept by the Nenhltes, or Israelites,
unon tills creat Western Continent.

Josfph Smith, when he translated
the. records by the aid of the Urlni
and "Thummim, had not yet re-

ceived
of

any Ttie&thood, so far as his
tern iicral existence was concerned.
Hut now. do not misunderstand me
In regard to this position. He did
lioKJ the Priesthood lef.re he came
liere upon the earth. I remarked
that Joeeiih. mo far as any ordination
litre in the fleh was concerned, held
uo Priesthood at the time that be ot
brought forth the plates of the Rook
of Mormon and translated them;
but he did hold the Prlesthood.whicli
wai conferred upon him In the coun-
cils of eternity, before this world wa
formed, You will And this recorded ed
4u a sermon delivered by the Prophet or
Jftenh. showing that not only ne.
but also all of the faithful that have
received the Priesthood here in this
life, were ordained before the fonu
datiou of the world. Consequently,
they had the Ordination; that onli--.
nation, was after the order of Him
who Js from all eternity to all eter.
nltr.au everlasting lriestliood, witlv cil
out father, without mother, without
beginning, without end: having
been handed down from all eternity.
That Priesthood was conferred upon
Joseph nmith before he came here;
lie was among those that are spoken

f In "The iVarl of Great rk"e.
whom the ancient prophets saw In
heaven. Moses saw them, and Abra-Jia- m

saw them, namely, the spirits
that existed before the world was
aade: and they saw that among

ihat vast numlier of spirits there
were some choice ones, some that
rere noble in the sight of God, pro-tiab- iy

because of their Integrity and
steadfastness in upholding truth;
am&uz those noble ones were those
whom the Lord chose before the
foundation of toe world to come
forth upon tlie earth in their second
eatkte, aud to hold authority and
power in the various dispensations.
and to administer the plan or salva
tion to the human family. Abraham
was anions that number. The HLih
Priests that lived from the days of
Adam down to the flood were among
that number, who were then chosen
and then ordained, according to the
lofe-knowJed- of Uod. It is recorded
in ihe Book of Almaxegardlug the
Priesthood, that the ordinances of
the Priesthood and the calling to the
Priesthood were without beginning or
itd. There may be a beginning to

the person who is called, but that
Priesthood existed before that person
wa culled, and uere was no oegiuuw th callln?. no beginning to
the ordinances of the PrleatlKxxf, no
beHnnlne to the Priesthood
txttner handed down from all tcr
city, being in existence in all tl the
worlds that were worthy of having
the Priesthood and titutlrityt-- '
Uod. The reason far my nw
.this u H tojrlcar up
point which - may perhaps trouble
jJie minds of noine of the Latter-da-y

tiainta.
You have read in , ta revelation

given on thetnd: r! f Se.ri-ber- .
1S32. that with i the 1:'.

hood and the ordinaries thereo
i

jowef of godLiiiyss fe rii man!
.unta men in the Ch. a You ve
atao read in that s-- me reve:
that without the orC-- i es c.
Priesthood and the powei ther
Administer to ihe children of i--tn

tx man could 'see the face of God the
feather and live. When you read
Ahis plain aavlujr your minds
iiave reverted lck to the days

here was no Priesthood so far
kliaation was concerned, ou
learth, I mean the ordination
tank rlace here. You find a T'ttia
Ley, Joseph Smith, calling ur
warns of the Lord, in the spi
t'. year 1820,before he was r . ,tt

ars of age; and the result of his
lealilng upon the name of the Lord
I wa that a t.i'.lir of fire appeared in

v:

4

i t

i

and people. , Now, continue , b U
united in everything as you are in
this thing, and God 'Will stand by
you from this time henceforth ami
for ever, i And any man who opposes
prlaclpleiof this kind Is an enemy
of, God, an, enemy of Ilio Cliunli .

and kingdom of God upon "the earth,
an euemy to' the people of Uod j and ;

aa enemy to the freedom and rights
man. The ,lird-has.Jidecte- d a f

Priesthood that He might among all
Israel make known His mind nnd
will Ihfodgfr them, and that they
might be ;Hh rfresent.-u4ve-s upon
the earths Aud w)iiU lie dM-- s this
He does not wish men to lm coerced
ec forcetl to do things contrary l

their will.' Bnt where Wie spirit of
God is, there is union, harmony :tiid
Klwty, and where it Is not there I t

trife,ooufusion and loniln!re. I t. ns
then eck to tb one, honor

ir; God, - honor our nnd
keep, the commandment or ioi,
and seek to know His will, and then
tdoit.

I do not know but1 tlmt I lmvo
Spoken as long asIiusht Ui. (Jim!

bWeyou; God bless the Twelve;
and God bleats tlie Presidents of
Stakes and their associates, and tl e
Seyenties and the High Priests, and
the Elders, and the Bishops, and the
Lesser Priesthood. And , God I 'let's
the Belief Societies, and tlie .Young
People's Mutual Improvement Asso-
ciations, and a!l who' love and fenr
God and keep His command men ts.
And may God bWs the Humlay
Schools and .the Primary Anmk
tions and the educational inlcicstH,
and all Interested in the welfare of
Zion as well as all the, good and vir--.

taous, the honorable ami hlifh mind
ed everywhere, who are , set-kin- to
promote purity, luHntess, and vu lnn
on the earth. ' Ami-Go- .'bless nr
singers and all wlib mak musiiv for
us; and may the peace and hlcssim:
of, God rest upon all Israel. And
when you go tot 'your homes, carryout the principles you have voted
for, and God will bles you and your
generations after you; and you shall
be blessed in time, aud . through nil
eternity. And I bless yon by v irt ue
of the Holy Priesthood, in the name .
of Jesus Christ. Ameu;
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T by whtc;. t book could be
nted,) and tax T 'received the

command &f the -- ighty to organ-havin- g
the Church, ti ' received

rtned upon him
J ohn, and priortoi.iit hivia; received the keys of

Aaron ic Priesthood, on the 15th
of May, 1829, having all these

preparations here in the flesh as
well as having been pre-ordain- to

mission, lie was prepared to be
the work that should be ever

lasting, or In other words, the estab-
lishment of the kingdom of God that
should never again be taken away
from the earth.

The ApostleshlD beiuz conferred
the Aaron lc Priesthood naving been
previously conferred all the powers

the lriesthood rested upon this
man, and he had the right to the
authority to administer, not only in
the Introductory principles of the
Gospel ot the Son of God, by which
iteople might be born into the King
dom, but a!) had the authority and
the power from the heavens to ad-
minister hi all the sacred ordinances.

tlds Kiugdom, at leant no far as
the building up of the Church was
concerned, and of officiating in the
various offices of the Prie-thoo-

After having conferred this author-
ity aud power, the Lord was prepar

to give little by little, one portion
degree of Priesthood after another,uuta oy and Dy, in accordance with

the revelation given .in June, lS'-l-i,
lie called twelve men to be Apos
tle, some throe or four years after
tho revelation was given, when' 11

was predicted that such should be
the case. What did we know about
the callings and duties of this couu

of the Twelve? Nothing, only as
God revealed it through His servant
Joseph. 4s"After this Apostiesuip was given,
some were raitiuui therein, other
were not; some lost the authority of
the Priesthood, others retained it.
aud the blessings of God were upon
those that were faithful In their call
lug, while the curse of an of
fended God fulloaTed t t those
who abused thia i BatTtHl
trust, and their Priesthood was taken
from them and eonfen ed upon
others that were worthy of it. The

jord aLw, about the same time tli it
He called the Twelve Apostles, wa."
prepared to call Seventies to min
ister under the direction or tije
rwtlvi; and many were ordained to
this Apostleshlp,and they were men
who had proven themselves faith
ful before the Lord; and others were
perhaps ordained who bad not beeu
tutiy proven, and therefore: the op
portunity was aShrded them, acting
upon the agency they, nad in com
mon wur. ail men, .or ptovinn mem
selves before God.; Borne of them
were faithful, othera were unfaith
ful: those that were unfaithful apos
tatized eventually and left the
Church, while those that were faith
ful continued in their ollice and call--
insr until many of them passeti
down to the tomb; and havtng inag
nlfled the good omea anq cauiosr
that had been conferred upuu them
hv will claim-- , in 3 the i eternal

worlds, the bfeaslo; appertaining
to their -- veral oraces.:

At 1 tvhat did we know about
thed and their particular

f were - mere spscineu
d : . 'sned to tHaS body of men

whosec&'l by thai Savior
A In the Iew Testament

--?ere rarwt. The Pro--

elf, the .Twelve! hud all
T. -

been calreJ, knew; iothlng
In re. to ditiee of th

tiTt!l tha Lord reve"',.!
what they weie, and f at tlie Var
nma T' rolnti out tlwi du
of
tv boL'i tV iiutlesiof

n : ecu Ulut!- - th4 r
--il the Seveuties, and a
.e seven ri that tver
Ter each Council j of j

T!-- a Lord, mac 4 mui--

fntt t j Uik. 7S not all at otic- -;

from time to time, as 'i''
. m, u ted wtrtby

o rjruief anow--
i ti" )U-L- Vou may
. w " tv t ' the Lord did
s t i ' . ; Item s,t once,

d';Jt.it v-- .: "d every-r-
V-

--jonjent? It was p
I.tt;c' nrenther 1

tra cf the opinior t t
'm, j-

- I't'.Ia chi.dr-- ! in,- ,-
, r-- : t .ar an u,mgs atand v. o 1 L . . . .

once;
f . . .-HIKK A Mi - i

up inrr 1 - --l V . ' usta L
I the heavens above him. and it con-- 1 n;.i

j.'-- i i.i:ixisrnd nd crew-b-r . t ocaj-- r : l- -t t---t t: j v -- Ij:iyand brighter, until it X : .C3
1


