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company for the past three months
he was formerly a member of the firm
of green woodmanWooi iman Swoazey an
electriceleotric light wiring company which
hasbaa itsila office in the jacobsonJacobeon block he
hadbad been in the employ of the tele-
phone exchange at omaha for at least
eighteen months before coming to den-
ver and was in the firm of green
woodman for over a year
he was always considered a capable
and careful kanand was given district
no 65 of the company Iss lines for this
reason as it is in the dangerous portion
owing to so many electric light wires
being in it

about a week ago hebe received a shock
near the telephone building on lawr-
ence street antiami fell twenty to the
ground

he has a father and mother living in
hillsdale mienmich and his father was
expecting to make him a visit in a
month he also has relatives at des
moines iowa but none in denver
denver news

experiment IN STATE SOCIALISM

the curiosities of the animal and
vvegetabletable1 worlds in australia bid fairmlto findd their counterpart in interest in
the political and social developments
taking place in that antipodal world
we haveave seenmen al realy that such
changes may occur without the know-
ledge of the outside nations for the
welding of the Austraaustralianiian colonies into
one federated republic was completed
almost before the people of great
britain who are most interested were
aware of it this other change the
transformation of government in
australia into something closely ap-
proachingproaching the ideal of the state
soulasocialistslists has gone forward even more
silently and has now proceeded far
enough to present the world with
interestingng lessons in the way of re-
sults

in australia in general and especial-
ly in the colony of victoria the labor
organizations have carried pretty
nearly everything before them strikes
have been more numerous and more
formidable than in any other country
As a rule the strikers have succeeded
in their objects the organizations
have moreover obtained very com-
plete control over the political author-
ities these have catered to the labor
vote until the vote is practically su-
preme in the determination of internal
affairs we have therefore a com-
munity whose affairs are arranged and
conducted essentially on the labor
plan the eight hour day is practic-
ally accepted not only in all the lead-
ing trades hutbut by the local and colonial
authorities high wages have been
secured in the same manner severe
restrictions on the numberdumber of persons
engaged I1ananyn any tradetrade a rure I1inn effect
and the surplus of labor for there
must always be a surplus where such
limitations are enforced has been em-
ployed by the authorities in the con-
structionst of public works therhe indus-
trial organization of the south sea
colony tois fairly established on the trade
union plan A high protective tariff
secures home industries against com-
petition1 from countries where longer90hours0urs and lower wages are in force
the public lands of the colonies are
held mostly for the future there tois a

system of minutely detailed factory
actsacte which regulate the employment
of labor in manufacturing industries
there is a tremendous educational ma
shine there are early closing acts for
chops and in fact everything that or-
ganized labor has asked from the state
it has received organized labor is the
state and it has put in operation all
the least doubtful of the socialistic ideas
that have been suggested elsewhere

these facts in the case are gathered
from the single review of the subject
which has appeared as far as we are
aware an admirable paper by mr
charles fairfieldfail field in a recent publica-
tion now as to the results of a sys-
tem which is urged for adoption in this
country as well as in others and
these fortunately are obtainable from
an entirely reliable source A large
portion of the latest number of the con-
sular reports of the united Statstatesesisis
devoted to an elaborate report on the
state of labor in australasianalasia by mr QG
W griffin consul at sydney promfrom
this we may gather exactly what has
been accomplished by this exexperimentrime t
in state socialism mr griggriffinn states
to begin with that foreign immigra-
tion has practically ceased the
labor organizations in the colo-
nies have decided that they
want no further competition and
have ceased to assist or desire an addi-
tion to their numbers As a conse-
quence many industries languish from
lack of skilled labor for their conduct
we come now to the question of wages
it is not open to question that the la-
borers of australia secure a high rate
of remuneration for a daydaysdayisIs work re-
strictedstricted in nearly all employments to
eight hours that is one side of the
subject and the side which labor
unions are able to control Letulet us look
at the other

it is the experience of american
workmen in sydney says mr griffin
that the cost of living in spite of its

being a free port is fully 80 per cent
more than it is in nearly all the cities
of about the same size in america
wheaten bread is about one half
dearer than in san francisco tinsting
which retail here for 8030 cents each
can be purchased in the united stales
out of season for 12 cents each tea
and coffee are 20 per cent cheaper in
nearly all the larger cities in america
than in sydney and so on through
the list A point to which we wish to
call the especial attention of our
friends who are advocating govern-
ment control of railroads is that
although all the railways are owned
and controlled by the government
freight rates are per cent higher
than in the united states so the high
rates of wages is more than counter-
balanced by high cost of living and
the workingman purchases a short
days work and a high wage at the cost
of increased charges on every neces-
sary of life he has simply followed
the example of the highlander who
proceeded to lengthen the skirt of his
kilt by cutting a piece from the top
and sewing it to the bottom of the gar-
ment

not the least significant fact in this
review is the relation of the state and
its finances to the socialistic regime
where trades are bound by rigid rulesrulee
the number of persons admitted to
them tois restricted and nonunionnon union labor
is denied the right to exist something

must be done for the of labor
thus excluded it has been provided
with employment by the state As a
result the small colony of new south
wales alone without any war to waste
capital has accumulated a public debt
of the same is true of
other colonies while even works of
private enterprise which have to be
conducted by labor receiving prices ar

high have been bonded for
tremendous sums and are compcompelledeDed to
operate under a scale of extravagant
charges in order to py re-
turns on an enormous debt
the colonies are constant borrowers
in the markets of great britain
and the continent they have not yet
shown an ability to maintain them-
selves on the existing economic basis
without a constant assistance from
capital drawn from external sources
in short the regime of australasianalasalasia
bordering more nearly on the social-
istic than that of any other civilized
country is not on a paying basis in-
come and outgo for the laborer have
both increased leaving him in about
the same situation wwithith regard tosav-
ing as his fellow worker in countries
where wages are regulated by freedom
of supply and demand but the whole
community is poorer by reason of the
limitation of production through trade
union regulations and it is kept in
working order only through a steady
increase of public and corporate in-
debtednessdebt edness

the system of finan ciering in these
colonies is both loose and reckless
nobody knows exactly what the in-
debtednessdebtedness is for example the state
railways of victoria report a great sur-
plus on hand investigation shows that
it is obtained by carrying forward this
years expenses to the next years
accounts and that a deficit really eex-
ists

k-
lats it was at last admitted a year
ago that the net earnings of the sys-
tem for the twelvemonth was over a
million dollars shortabort of the accruing
interest on bonds extravagant man-
agement and the prosecution of need-
less publicbublic works to give employment
to lagorlabor has increased the public in-
debtednessdebt edness to such an extent that
australian loans cannot be floated
without difficulty in england dur-
ing the last seven years the expenses
of the government of victoria have
increased by 41 per cent while
the population increased 15 per cent
only public and corporate debts rose
in the same time 22 higher
while the annual exports of produce
and manufactures dropped from
M to small capitalists
are scared away by the tyranny of the
labor unions and large ones by the
increase of debt and taxation with the
decline of production and exports if
a country can fludfind prosperity along
these lines it will accomplish a feetfeat
never hitherto performed in the known
world

meanwhile the condition of the indi-
vidual laborer does not appear to be
what one ought to expect in a working
mans paradise when wages are spok-
en as high 1 I it is rather by way of
comparison with english wages than
wittiwith those which prevail in other
countries like australia where aban
dant landane opportunity with scarcity
of populationtiong foster demand for labor
mr griffins report gives exhaustive
tables of wages in the different


