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- men of fair a pearance, men of ex-| prophetic writings are concerned in | need of it.” As much as to say that

DISCOURSH e . ’ this Jate record,so faras the doctrinal | fts are no part of the gospel;

WRE BN DE o e Sl £ M
ELDER ORSON PRATT,
In the Tabernacle, Salt Lake

City, Seﬁtambf 21¢h, 1879,

REPORTED RY JOHN IRVINE.

Ir the congregation will give their'|
attention 1 will read a tion of the
word of God, given Iin these last
days, dated Mazeh 1829—="a portion
of revelation, given to the Prophet,
and Seer, and Revelator, Joseph
Smith, in Harmony Susquehanna
County, Pennsylvania, a little over
one Vear--before the rise -of this
Church, commenceing with the 10th
verse: _ |
_“But this generation shall have
my word through you; and in addi-
tion to your testimony, the testimon
of three of my Servants, whom
shall call and ordain, unto whom I
will show these things, and they.
shall go forth with my words that|
are given through you; yea, they
shall know of a surety, that these
-things are true, forfrom heaven will
I declare it unto them. M@giw
them.power . that. they n hold
and view these things as they are;
and to none else will 1 grant this
power, to receive this same testi-
mony, amaong this generation, __?nft#]ia
the beginning of the rising up and the
comingforth of my Chureh out of
the wilderness; clear as the moon,
and fair as the sumn, #@nd terrible as
an army with -banners. ;And the
testimony of three witnesses will I
send forth of my" word; antd "behold
whosoever believeth  on'my word,
them will I visit with the manifes-
tation of my Spirit,and they shall be
born of me, even of water and of the
Spirit.  And you must wait yet a
little while, for ye are not yet or-

daiged; and their testimony, shall
-also geiforth anto the tﬁ[}%ﬂlg ation
of this' generation, *if thley n.
their hearts against. them; for a de-
solating ‘scourge’ ‘shall go forth,
s=among the inhabitants of,th th,
‘and'shall continue ta be pouredg out
“until the “earth & empty, and“the
inhabitants ‘thereof are consumed
away and utterly’ destroyed by the
brightness of my coming.  Behold,
I tell you these things, even as 1
also told'the people of thie destruction
of Jerusalem, and my word shall be
verified at thiaﬁﬂie as it hathrhither-
‘to been verified, 'h Wi 5
Fifty two years have passed away
tomorrow since the' Lord permitted
his holy angel to decend from heaven
‘and commit into the€ ¢are and charge
of Joseph BSmith, 'a young man,
plates which had the appearance of’
gold, filled with engravings - He
obtained ,these plates on the 22nd
day of September in tlie year 1827,
{being then not quite jﬂ’g‘? rsof age.
This young man "was hot d,
like those educated in colleges and
theological 1institutions; indeed, he
was  a farmer’s boy, -unacquainted
"with the arguments, dnd the tenets,
and creeds, and - the. institutions of |
religion that existed around him,
“except what he had héard from time
“to timeé, in the neighborhood where
his father resided; a young man not
versed in the Scriptures any ‘more
than most of the common lads of
that age. And we all' know that
there are but a very few among
farmers that have the opportunity
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en| with the Jewish record in aHl the

perionce,—men that probably their
neighborg, their acquaintances,
would have selected either one of
them in preference to the youth that
was tending t.hesheeﬂ. Bat Samuel
being a prophet of the Lord, when
these certain brethren came up be-
fore him he said ‘“the_Lord hath not
chosen him” and continued to say
s0 until all the seven hat_l pa.gsed be-
fore him, and then the inquiry was
made, “Is there mnot another?”
“Why yes, there is a boy; but he is
keeping his father’s shﬁeF.’? “Send
audl fetch him,”” said the Prophet
Samuel. He was brought in he was
goodly = to Jook upon, but he was|
simply a youth, untrammelled with
the traditions around him, but yet
an honest hearted boy. The Lord
chose him, the anointing o0il was
poured upon his head, and he was
anointed to- be ‘the future king of

Now, the Lord did not have any
rophets in the year 1827 on all the
face of the earth, There was no|
Samuel existing, no person who had
the spirit of prophecy; consequently
rd, instead of sending a Sam-
uel, sent an angel to make the se-
lection. This angel committed, as I
have always said, the plates of the
Book of Mormon, together with the |
Urim and Thummim, into the
hands of this youth, and also gave
him nmiany instructions informing
him ' that he must be very strict in
kaedp_ing the commandments of God,
and that he must do with these
plates as he was counseled from
time to time, not to. shew them to
everybody that might wish fo see

them, but was strictly forbidden by
the angel to shew ‘them unto any

rson until the Lord should give
him commandment so ‘to do. He
translated these plates unlearned as
he was.” "And now let me ask,would
you naturally expect that if he (this

| other

unlearned yonth) did this by his
own wisdom, that it would agree
doctrines taught,or said to be taught
in the translation of this record?
"Would it be reasonable to expect
that ‘this 'unlearned unergeﬁencéd.
youth could be able 'to it down and
in a very, short period of time trans-
late a book two thirds as long as the
old Testamen tiwithout contradicting
himself in some way? Woeould it be
reasonable to suprose or to conclude
that he would get all the doctrines,
ggg_tained‘in t-g at book j of mnearly

~ pages 1o agree in ‘every
I‘E_Epﬁclzawith ‘the old ancient gogi:)eu?;
as it was taught in the New
Testament, especially when there
were several thousand ‘!différent
notions in regard to that doctrine?
We could not expect anyjsuch thing.
';l‘hE' more inexperienced a man is the
less qualified he is to “write, by his
‘own human wisdom, and get into
proper shape, a history said to ex-
tend over 4 thousand years or a little
more—a history commencing with
the colony that ¢ame from Jerusa-,

: thmgﬁl
18 that the gospel is one thing and the

parts of that book are mncemed%
are “gospel

a marvel in the age in whieh-we
live; it is a marvel in my eyes; but

was established by the evidence of
perhaps my eyes are not constituted | the gifts, but the gifts are no part
as the eyes of others. To me how-

..... of the ], are_as much a
FpTt of TR A Yoot A &

i o e avia o[ R

of the +. . L am familiar wit part of the gospe entance, as

gt ﬂptiam for thgeré&sﬁn"ot i g,'ur
as the laying on of

work; and I have read it, perhaps, i f _

more earefully than any other man on of hands for ft

that has ever lived in this generation, | of the Holy ‘Ghost: m;fﬂ under-
| téke to separate thb"iﬂ ings of the

and probably, ten or fifteen times er 1 1
more than any other man has done. | gospel, and then'e H something else
the gospel, does Seem' yery absurd,

Why, when I was a boy, 21 years of loes seen 7 abst
4 ‘ very inconsisfent, and' is somethin

age, 1 had, for the twe. years during | X : . 1
my first acquaintance with the book, | that cannot bé proved from the di-
vine record, Now here is, not some-

read it so mueh that I could repeat
thing of minor importance—some-

over chapter after chapter,page after rtan.

page,of many portions of the Book of | thing that is'not particalarly neces-
Mormon,and could do it just as well, | sary, that might ‘be called non-es-
with the book closed or’laid’ to'one{ ential, but it is' something that
side, as I could with the book open; | lays at the very foundation of Chris-
and'I have continued to read it from | tianity, These gifts are a portion of
that day down to the presenty with- | Christianity; revelation, inspiration,
out finding one contradiction’in the |{ and the gift of prophecy are part and
book.”' T have read the comments, 1| portion of the gospel, as taught by |
haveread the writings of our greatest | the ! ancient 'apostles ‘and men of
opposers who have undertaken 'to|God, and 'by our Savior; and to do
examine the book from the beginning | away with _t-h'eusq‘ Is you destroy
lothe end. 1 have tried to follow | the fundamental prineip gﬂq{_ﬂhﬂs-]
their arguments, in relatio 3 < i ]

?fg,ﬂlﬁ t'taﬂity- . T ' - Tk
contents of this book, but I bhave{’ What doés ‘the Book of Mormon
never unto the present day—and it |advocate? It comes directly in con-
is 49 years since I became acquainted | tact with all’ modern Christendom,
therewith, been able to find one |and goes back to the old gospel
contradiction in the whole work. as ‘it was ‘thught 1,800 years

Can we say as much concerning | ago, and maintains that there must
the Jewish " Bible in"% present | be in the ‘kingdom ‘and church of
state of its existence? at is 'Ee God, in "every age of the world,
great fault found by the opposers |these gifts as well as outward forms
to tha Jewish Bible. The infidel ' : na

| _Ceremonies, — maintains  that
says, “We do not believe it, because

these gifts are a part of the ancient
it, apparently contradicts, itself in [gospel and. must exist—wherever
doctrine, in history, and in many

; 1y | the gospel exists, and  when. they
portions.” And the Chris-

cease the gospel ceases to be preach-
tian undertakes to read it,he under- | ed, and true belieyers _in the scrip-
takes to show that . these are not tural sense, cease to exist. v $o
contradictions; but with the argu-| Now, it does not seem likely to
ments of the Christian on the one|me, that a young man whose beard
side, and the infidels, on  the, other, | had scarcely grown-—a youth un-
in relation to the Bible, it is  con- | tutored, untanght in the sectarian
fessed by the generality of mankind,. :
that there are many contradictions,

notions of the 'day; ‘breught up to
not original contradictions, but eon-

labor hard on his: Eathers: farm,
tradictions that have been intro-
duced into the record since it was ur-.]

should be-able to make ‘these great
distinctions, toicome out in opposi-
iginally ,given,~introduced , by the.
wisdom of man, or rather by the

tion to all modern systems of re-
ligion, and-establish -the very funda-

wickedness of man. But does the

Book of Mormen ;. eontradict  the

mental-principles that are necessary
teachings of the present day? Yes.

| o the very existence of Christi
There is a great difference. between:

\ ianit;
in the last days. - But God was with
the Book of Mermen and medern
Christian religion; but there is no

that young man. He''was not his}
 OWn: teacher, be was not'left to his

difference between that book and

ancient  Christianity. We . may

own judgment in regard to what
hunt the wide world over, amongst.
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lem to this continent, down until
the records were. sealed and hid
in the earth~~a thousand years, his- |
tery. of a hiation, of te nations that
were opposed to each other, of their
wars and their travels to and fro up-
on a large continent, like ours—we
would naturally expect that a'young
man, so inexperienced, would, by

his own human wisdom, get that
Cnuutr]}* awfully muddled up as re-
gard places, as regrads the location

of nforming their minds at so_early
a period,—at the age of 21,— in " re-
gard to the doctrinesand prophecies

of cities, and location of countries.
We ‘would naturally expect, I say,
such contradiction to oceur in the

contained in the Scripture. RS
You may, some of you, wonder,
perhaps, why the Lord should select
an instrument of this kind; ‘why he
did not take a person, more qualified
by education, more experienced in
the doctrines taught among the  hu-

man family, more conversant with |

the Bible. You perhaps, may think
in your own mind that if you had
had the selection of the individual to
begin the work of the establishment
of the kingdom of God on the earth
in the last days, and you had fol-
lowed the best wisdom you had on
the subject,that you certainly would
have selected a person well trained

——

writings of an unlearned youth.

But what is still more marvellous,
is the prophetic portions of this re-
cord, eall the Book of Mormon. 1t is
full of prophecies from the opening
of the record unto the closing there-
of. Predictions,not only concerning
events that took place after this col-
ony left Jerusalem, during 600 years
before Christ, predictions that were
to take place down to the coming of
Christ in' the flesh, but predictions
that were to be fulfilled after the
first coming of Christ down until
the end of time. The book is full of
these predictions. Would you not
naturally expect therefore, could

and skilled in the different doctrines

of the day. But the Lord does mot|t
see as man sees, his thoughts are|young man, unread in prophetie | necessary; they say LESE
not like our thoughts, neither are| history, should contradict himself in | Were intended for the first age of
Hence he | differe

his ways like our ways.
chose a man unconnected with any
of the religious societies of the day—
untaught in the Seriptures and doc-

trines of the different religious ‘de- |

nominations—he selected a man of
his own choice, as he frequently
done in former ages of the world. We
all recollect the selection that the
Lord made, in relation to David,
~when he was called to be king of
the house of Israel, and anointed for

| cord, that could make all these
prophecies eoincide |

you look for any other thing ‘than
hat an inexperienced, unlettered

nt parts of the record; speak
of an event on one ocecasion and for-
get and speak of something quite
different on another? Then again,
where would you find a young man,
unacquainted with the Jewish re
dictions and
with the ancient prophecies of the
Jews? Would it be likely that he
could do so by his own wisdom? 1
think not. Al these things, there-

that purpose. There were, I think,
peven brethren older than David,w

fore,so far as the history is concerned
in the Book of Mormon, so far as the

Christianity should be and what it
should not be.. The angel that came
from heaven and revealed himself
to the youth understood his mission.

some 400 millions of Christians, so| He understood what  the gospel was

called, and search deeply for a com-|and should be; he understood : the
plete, and good,and thorough under- | revelations of ét. John; he under-
stancfing of their doctrines, . and |stood that these, revelations never
when 'we have made ourselves | could be fulfilled  unless an angel
thoroughly acquainted with them, | were sent from heaven in the last
take up the Book of Mormon, com- | days, with the message of the gos-
pare their doctrines with this Bible of Beltobe pmlgﬁlm_ unte the in-
ancient America,and there is a great | habitants of the eart » not to a sec-
difference, a funtdamental différence, | tional portion -of it not to some
not trifling - differencé, but a differ- | corner of - it, or to some ‘Obscure peo-
ence that lays at the foundation.|ple, but to commit :the everlasting

It is the same whén we come to gﬂagl unto the 'inhabitants of the

compare these modern doctrines of 1, to be proclaimed to every na-

Christendom ‘with * ‘the " doctrine | tion, kindred, tongue and people.

taught in "the New Testament.|He understood the difference be-

Where can we find a man who can | tween modern Christianity and

reconcile the two? Or the thousand{ancient Christianity. .- And when

if you please? Who is able to show | the Urim and PThummim was light-
that the New Testament proves and |ed up by the power of God, and
sets forth clearly the anc¢ient doctrine | magnified before the eyves of this
of the Gospel? Thére may be now | youth,thoseancient echaracters upon
and thenan item which each deno- | the plates of thé Book of Mormon,
mination has in accordance with the | the distinction was - clearly made,

New Testament; but where is the|between the Euﬂty of the gospel

authority which Jays at the founda- | as it was taught in ancient days, and

tion of Christanity? Where is the [ the doctrines and innovations of
man among all these 400 millions of | man as have :been taught during

Christians that is a revelator, that|{ many long centuries of apostasy.

is a prophet, or is inspired of Gdd?l How I have rejoieed, since [ was

He cannot be found and yet the an-|a youth of nineteen in this record!

cient Christianity, recorded in the| Why I esteem it—=I was going to

Bible advocates that great gift as|bring up some earthly comparison,

one that lays at the foundation of {butI will not -compare t and

Christianity. Christianity is built | glorious and heavenly things, so

upon it, bullt upon Jesus, who was | great, so pure and  so important, as

the great revelator to the Church, | that of plan of 'salvation, with
and built upon ' apostles who were|anything of ‘an earthly nature, as
also revelators, as well as Jesas, and | there cannot really be any compari- |
who Yeceived their revelations by |son. 'When I look at all the earthl
the gift -and power of the Holy | riches and grandeur of this wnrld{

Ghost, by inspiration as men of|and then look:at the Book of Mor-

.~ Can you find such 'an|mon and the Bible, with ‘power to
order of things in Christendom?
any profess to have these

gifts? They say that they are un-|

that these gifts

the grandeur of this world; the
riches of this world, the glories of|
this world would be nothing, they
wauld be like the dream of a night
vision when'a person is disturbed,
not by the Spirit of God, but by his
own cogitations in (the night. 1
would Jook upon them as nething,as |
vanity and foolishness, as unworthy
of the love' br approbation of any
man of God, were they to be set be-|
fore me, and contrasted with the
glory of this book, 1t is a reecord
given to this generation, as one of
the choicest gifts of heaven! No
other books exist npon the face of
our globe so choice as the books
which God bas given in different

Christianity, but when Christianity
was once .established these high
gifts were no longer necessary. This |
18 their argument almost as one.
They seemed to be agreed, however
much they may be opposed in other
points of doctrine—they all, almost
without an exception, seem to be
that there is no need of these
high gifts. of inspiration, and pro-
phecy, and new revelation that ac-
companied the preaching of the gos-
pel in ancient times, ““The gospel is
established,” say they; ““we_have no

Ftrine and Coven

e seranigen L die.Jast

your humble servant?

select, which should I choose? Why, |and, taking

e e

ages of the world, the Bible for |
the Book of Mormon for anot)

and the book called the Book of o I

M BI
revelations whiech God gave thuy

his servant the pmf';m,* dm ::
n ‘t'm
These revelaitions, these booksgy j;,
more precious than the riches,uj ¢)
kingdoms, and glories, and honony ,,
present life, so far as I am @y })
ed. Dol esteem them ? b
than I do myown life? I won T
unworthy-of my Father and my(y ..
in theéternal worlds ifT would refy 3,
to Jay down my life, if it were} ;
quired of me of the Lord, If I shoy 1,
save it for a moment, and deny
leook n; Ml:‘:}int{;]n, if 1 w}ere to de
the g] Ls e s O & ri?
the revelations thagbcglg:] has gl;y' +
~—that are published in the Book {j;
Doctrine and Covenants,—if I wa,,
to d&mﬂling,wuki 1 Jook ups ¢ ¢
my Father’s face without blushing
could L/ a'?‘f:pon“ o 4

- L
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blushing? éould I think upcn am 7
thing that was, pure and hopl;naﬂ
out being, in my own mind, in ¢
fect torment? - Iwmtoiae w.

has given-me, 1 should u
worthy of the kingdom of God. f
do most sincerely and humbly ha »
and tncllﬂg'y that the Itfrd will not e
me an me in this res
know the 'wehkﬁness of maE?cI
that man has been Wweak. in all
and I do not,wish fo be thus
[ do not covet ;‘hia Lrial,
{‘)t'ay for it; but if ever

ruughttftonthis m:lingitian, with 1
resent feelings, with the feelings
Enve had fﬂf,‘g gréeat many rﬁtl
would say "mnﬁm"n:arty dom, com
burnings ‘ab the stake, come an
calamity and affliction of the body
that may be devised by wicked anc
ungodly -meén—Ilet me choose thaf «
and have. eternal life - b };ggﬂftht
granﬁsbut_!Iet me not deny the wor |
of 7 Why de L thus feel? 1f I hu
not I knowledge  that the Book ¢ 1
Mormon was true, I should not ha
these feelings. . Then I ahould.g 1
bably say, if I only had faithte t
§
Ut
i
t
i
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the ‘Book: of Mopmon is:
merely believed it to be true,
lifeds precious, let me save’
let me deny something wWhich |
not know is true.”  But whena
son has a. knowledge, as T - haved
‘the: divinity of this work,—] m
this revealed to me when I was biti
beardless boy — 1 hope niever to 'k
broughtinto that condition, when )
thatrialwillheugou me, but'shoul «
it come I hope to be able to lift
my hands 10 high heaven, and sy,
“Oh Lord enable me to' endure t
trials and afflictions that may ‘come, ¢
that I may be faithful unte death’”

Am I the only .one that feels' it
this way, among the ' Tat

Saints? Are there no otherpers@# |
that have this knqwledge,;x |
are scores of thousands, if they &t
{y the truth, and I have no reas
to think that they would
their word; scores of thousands. wh
know as well' as they know the
have an existence, that the Boekd
Mormon is a divine record; that th
Bible is a divine feeord; that ther

velations given through the |
the b

Joseph Smith, published ip-
of Doctrine and Covenants, are
vine; they know it. \\%;ul& they
willing to suffer martyrdom? I th
they would. There might be ind
cases, ‘a3 in  auncient  timé
where they might refect the truth
lose their hopes of salvation, to s
their temporal lives; but take th
ﬂm mass of tiis people, they woul
willing to lay down their Tives, !
be burned at the stake before the
would reject their religion. .
How kin, how good was'our Ha
venly Father, before the rise of
Church, after he had inspired th
boy futtmnalfte thdese records; h
good it was to send an angelfn
heaven  to -three other i
namely: David Whitmer, M
Harris and Oliver Cowdery, Jg
Smith being with them on the gcé

sion. The angel descended from he
ven, clothed with light ' and gl%
n

these records i
hands, turned them over leaf al
leaf, showing 'to these three o

men, besides the translator, the |
gravings on the plates. How kit
this was. A Church was fo be rn.:
up. The Lord was willing that!

world should have aH the eviden
that they cowld reasonably ask i
before even the first' branch of
Church was organized. Did he o®
descend, in many of the past age d
the world, to do so much ¥
the = different generations
have Tived, as he has do¥f
for ‘the ent genera

tion
Look at the days of Noah. He b
a message to deliver—a messa®
that affected all the human family’



