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PRESBYTERIANS AND POLY-
GAMY.

SALT LAKE CITY,
January 19, 1880.

Editors Deserel News:
Dr. Philip Schaff, in a recent re-

i e —

view article, entitled *‘Christian- |

—

them and their children if he
should. * " His baving
become a Christian and embraced
a purer faith will not release him
from those obligations in the view
of the English government and
courts, or of the native population,
Should he put them away, or all
but one, they will still be legally
his wives, and cannot be married to

ity in America,”’ speaking of the
American idea of religions freedom,
Bays:

‘The experiment of unrestricted
religious freedom has been tried
for a hundred years and has work-
ed well. There i3 no desire any-
where to change it. Every church
Enows that the freedom and inde-

ndence of all other churches is
the best safeguard of its own free-
dom, and that the least attempt to
aspire to political power and su-
premacy would arouse the jealousy
and opposition of the others. '

¢‘Religious freedem-—which
very different from mere toleration,
and which necessarily includes free-
dom of public worship—is regarded
in America as one of the frunda-
mental and inalienable rights of
man, more eacred than ecivil free-
dom or the freedom of thought an

is { Bings of the Old 'l'estament.

another man, And further, they
have done nothing to deserve such
unkindness, cruelty and disgrace at
his hands. * ¥  Bofarfrom

| viewing polygamy &as morally

wrong, they not unfrequently take
a second or third wife with much
reluctance, and from a painful
sense of duty to perpefuate thelr
name, their family,and their in-
heritance, , b 4\ {.{aw?ii Inhdiﬂ.

ractise polygamy, and think (hey
Ea?ﬂ Hl.'ll;ﬂ[!fﬂﬂt auathority for it in
the examples of the patriarehs am_i
# ‘% YWhen the East India Com-

any began to acquire territory in
Endia, and to have a native popu-
lation under this government, aocts

of parliament were passed author-
izing the imhabitants to live and

d | act in acesrdance with their previ-

speech. Itis the highest kind of |ously established laws aud usages
freedom, and is at the same time |in civil and religious matters. The

the best protection of all other free-
dom. The dominion of conscience
is inviolable, No p
has a right to interpose
tween man and his Maker,
attempis (0 compe
without are api to beget hypocrisy
or infidelity. Religion flourishes
best in the atmosphere of freedo

English Government has always
had the power to make any new

ower on earth | laws for which there might appear _
itself be- | to be oceasion; but none have been | jerence in the im
All | enasted concérning polygamy, nor | religion, but should contain a dis- | contentment our security, and in
{ religion from (doesit appear likely that any such |tinct and emphatic assurance to

wlill be enacted for some time to

were submitted in detail to Lmrdt
Malmesbury,” to be forwarded to
Lord Derby, sccompanied by the
following admirable letter from the
Queen herself{—

“The Queen has wusked Lord
Malmesbury te explain in detail te
Lord Derby her objections to the
draft -of Proclamation for India.
The Queen would be glad if Lord
Derby would write it himself in his
excellent language,bearing in mind
that itis a female sovereign who
speaks to morethan a hundred mil-
lions of eastern people, on assum-

ing the direct govermment over
them, and after a bloody civik var,
giving them pledges which her
future reign is to redeem, and ex
plaining the principles of her gov-
ernment. Such a document should

taith and observances, but that all | from the Jand ef their first posses-

shall alike enjoy the equal and im-
partial protection of the law.,”” This
was a proclamation of British ¢on-
querors to a conquered country,
and according to the liberal senti-
ments enunciated in that proclams-
tion, the fullest toleration in reli-
gious matters, polygamy included,
is enjoyed throughout India, abso-
lute cruelties only being curbed by
the ruling power.

gion, and were constantly harassing
them by incursions and invasions,
which led to numerous and bloody
wars- These were sometimes very
disastrous to the Nephites,

That spiritually the Nephites had
many gseasons of faithfulness to
God when they listencd to and
obeyed the words of his prophets;
and, unfortunately they nad also
many ereasons of apostacy at which

What reception did that generous | times the judgments of God fell

ani gtatesmanlike proclamation
VI 2 A w'th' when p“h ished in In-
dia? *It was received by the na-
tives with thorough esatisfaction.”

At a public meeting in Calcutta, a |

native merchant expressed his
sentiments, the sentiments of the
community generally, in the fol-

breathe feelings of generosily, be-| lowing highly appreciative man-

nevolence, and religious toleration,

and point out the privileges which
the Indians will receive in _being

laced on an equality with the sub.
'{a{:tu of the British Crown, and .the
rosperity following in the train of
ivilization.”

latory, so remote from anything
savoring of intolerance, bigotry, or

J

Msajesty, that she felt espe
auxious that
should not even intimate, in the

cially

e

tyranny, was the disposition of Her | through every line, and we ough

slightest degree, any possible inter-

the

ner:

‘I have read the proclamation of
Her Msajepty with great pleasure,
with awakened feeling, with tears
when I came to the Jast paragraph.
A nobler production it has not been
my Jot ever to bave met with in

8o nobly considerate and concil- | my life, The justest, .the broadest

principles are enunciated therein.
Humanity, mercy, justice, breathe
v
all to welcome it with the highest

the Proclamation|hope and the liveliest gratitude.

Depe
eign

nd upon it, when our Bover-
Queen tells us, *In your pros-

portant matter of | perity is our strength, and in your

your gratitunde our best reward,’

people of India of the fullest|the future ef India is full of encour-

come. BSo the laws and usages pre- | toleration, the most complete prac- | agement and hope to her children.

The inevitable abuses of freedom |and they aré administered by Kn-

are more than counterbalanced by | glish magistrates.
its benetita. These are settled | protected by

principles in America.”
The foregoing is & comparatively

moderate statement of the ganam”

jdea of religious liberty in this great
republie. Fourth of July orators,

and other enthusiastic people, are |

apt to state the case far more glow-
ing

first and foremost country in all
this world in the grand matter of
religious liberty, in each and every
particular, But this is a sad mis-
take, a8 is soon discovered when
you get down to the naked and
sometimes ugly facts. What an easy
thing it is to be deceived! Nor is
any deception more easy than self-
deception. Theoretically this is in-
deed & land of liberty, religious
liberty, but the practical lib-
erty 1is not co-extensive with
the theoretical liberty, In the
fable the dog became go fascin-
ated and engrossed with the shad-
ow, in the water, of the meat in
his mouth, that the substance slip-
ped from his grasp. So the people
and government of the United
States are so captivated with the
idea of liberty, 80 enraptured with
that high-sounding word, and so
absorbed in the glorification of that
idea, that they are in some danger
of losing their grip of thesubstance,
if they have not already lost it in
great part,

It may be news to some people,
but there are several nations which
outstrip this great republic in the
possession and enjeyment of religi-
ous freedom, in some impertant
particulars, I do not say in all
particulars, bat certainly in some,
and I mean actual freedom, not
merely the vague, shadowy, nom-
inal, theoretical thing. That is a
sham, a delusion, and & snare, In
the vital matter of marriage, which
with many people is regarded as
much more of & religious than of
a civil concern, the United States
iuhflr behind, as I will proceed to
show,

Dr, Allen, in his. Jndia, Ancient
and Modern, puablished in 1836,
says:

“Polygamy i3 practised in India
among the Hildoos, the Mahom-
medans, the Z)roastrians, and the
Jews. It is allowed and recogniz-
ed by the Institutes of Menu, by
the Keran, by the Zendavesta,and, |
the Jews believe, by their ecrip-
tures, the Old Testament, It is re-
cognized by all the courts in India, |
native and Eoglish, The laws of |
the British Parlisment rec¢ognize
polygamy among all these classes,

when the marriage sonnection has

been formed according+o the prin-
ciples of their religion ana tp ?hair

established forms and usages. The

ly.Indeed there is a commmon no- |

marriage of a Hindoo or a Mahom-
medan with his second or third}
wife is just as valid and as legally
mdm%nn all parties as his marri-
age with his first wife; just as valid |
as the marriage of any Christian in
the Church of England, % *

This man cantot divoree any of

his wives if he would, and it would
be great injustice and cruelty to

i

Polygamy is
acts of Parliament
and decisions of the bighest courts,
The marriage of a Jew in India
with his second, third, or fourth
wife, if performed according to

as the marriage of any European
or American is in his own couutry.

vorce either of his wives without

due form of Jaw, and the law is
open to his wives for redress, if ke
should refuse to support them or
The Jews

their children. * ¥
practize polygamy in Mohammedan
countries, and I believe where the
law allows them to do so; and
they justify their conduct by
reference to the examples of

polygamy was

lIt
b

relation

cannot be morally wrong.”
Dr. Allen was qualified with

Enowledge on the above subject, as
he had resided twenty-five years in
Hindostan, as a missionary of the

American Board of Commissioners
for foreign missions. In an appen-

dix to the above named work, he
relates, that the subject of poly-
considered and

gamy was formally
acted ,upon by the Calcatta Mis-
sionary Conference, a deliberative

body composed of missionaries of
societies of

various missionary
Great Britainand America, and in-
cluding Baptists, Congregational-
ists, KEpiscepalians, Methodists,
Pregbyterians, and other re

of those churches,
had frequent consultations upen
the sukject, and gave it much and
serious consideration, eventually
coming to the following unanimous
conclusion—**If a convert, before

becoming a Christian, has married { recast it in his own “‘excellent lan-| one.

more wives than one,in accord-
ance with the practice of the Jew-
ish and  primitive Chr¥tian
churches, he shall be permitted to
keep them all, but such a person is
not eligible to any office in the
cbhureh.” -

On the transfer of the govern-

ment of India directly tothe Crown |

in 1858, in the suppression of the
Sepoy mutiny, the British ministry
submitted, through Xord Malmes-
bury, to the Queen, who was then
in Germany, a draft of the propos-
ed Proclamation tothe people of
India, but the draft did not:please
her, It was not sufficiently ele-
vated, 1t .was not sufficiently
maguranimous, It was not suffi-
clently liveral, ‘‘The langaage did
not appear to hor to beat all worthy
of the oceasion.” “Her objections

Jewish laws and usages, is as valid |

The t}hildl:en of each wife are
tion that the United States is the | equally legitimate. He cannet di-

it
contained in the Old Testament,
not- moral-
wrong, if the custom even had
e divine approbation among the
Jews of old, it must frollow, I
belisve, by consequence, that it is
not intrinsically and morally wrong
as it now exists among the Jews,
Mohammedans, and Hindoos; and
if it is not morally wrong among
them, then the continuance of the
(thus previously formed)
after they have become Christians,
and the perrormance of all the ob-
ligations involved in ,the relation,

ligion-
ists, It appears that converts, who
had legally married several wives
each, desired admittance into some
The conference

Liord Derby:

Ifndian - religions. Her
would  prefer

tion in the sense that the deep at-

its consolations, will

scrupulonsly
her directions

m. | viously existing are etill in force, | ticable liberty, in all affairs of that| What could
pature. In this eonnection Lord | more beauti
Malmesbury wrote as follows to| better

““Her Mujesty disapproves of the|us that?
expression which declares that she | before bher
has the power of ‘undermining’ the | ing of loyalty; let us welcome the
Masjesty | new reign with the warmest senti-
that the subject | ment of graticude, the deepest feel-
sbeuld be introduced by a declara- | ing of devotion.”

have been nobler or
I’ul, what could have
dignified the * tongue
queen, than Jangusage rfuch
Let wuvs kneel down
with  every feel

of a

The last paragraph of the procla

| tachment which Her Mejesty feels | mation, which brought tears to the
to herown religion, and the com- | eyes of the Indian merchant, was
fort and happiness she derives from | appended by the

Queen hersellf—

preclude her|‘*May the God of all power grant to
rom a0y attempt to interfere with | us, and those in authority under as,
the native religions, and that her | strength to carry
servants will be directed to aect|wishes for the good of our people.”
in accordance with | Would to God that the acts, every

out these our

one of them, of the administration

If we contrast these really royal, | in these United Btates towards the
these truly imperial sentiments|‘‘Mormons” were of a nature to de-

derings of Secietary Kwvarts’ bril-
llant *Mormon cireular” stroke ot
diplomacy, whether native or
adopted citizens of this great repub-
lic, we shall feel ashamed of our
country as represented by its prom-
inent statesmen, that je, by the
present administiration. As for the
bigoted, intolerant, and tyrannpiecal
resolutions of the Baratoga Pres-
byterian conclave, they are not
worthy of mention in this conneec-

tion, exceptling that they
are fit company for the
circalar  of Secretary Evarts,

and also for that portion of the late
message of IFPresident« Hayes to
Congress, wherein he advises that
honorable bedy to specially legislate
more stringently against the **Mor-
mon’ system of plural marriages
even to the extent of denying or
withholding ecitizenehip for uihat
cause,

In passing, I may observe that in
the late and present difficulties of
the British Government in India
with its turbalent and treacherous
Afghans, the British suthorities
have announced similar intentlon,
of wot interfering with the pecualiar
religious obpervanzes of the Af-
ghans or any of the tribes of that
people.
i But to réturn to the Proclamation
of Queen Victoria, a dignified, 1ib-
eral and wortby ruler, though she
be a woman. Lord Derby, having
been notified by Liord Malmesbury,
by telegraph, of the royal dissatis-
faction with the draft, had exam-
ined and amended it, and entirely

guage’ before the
detail reached him. The amended
Proclamation received theapproba-
tion of the Queen, who represented
the institutions of the country.

in its amended form, of course it
was aceepted by them, represent-
ing the dominant
ment, which body reflected the
public opinion of tha country. Bo
that the Proclamation,
may

be taken as expressing the
public eentiments of the British
| people at large, and it certainly

enunciated - principles of the

largest  religious libertf’. In
that . noble document, it was
expressly declared and  pro-

vided ‘‘thal nona shall be in any

party in Parlia-|

as Issued, |

wise favored, none molested or dis-
quieted, by reason of their religious

|

with the miserable,maudlin maun- | servedly draw forth from that im-

perfectly understood and much
misrepresented people, such heart-
felt and fervent expressions of
warm appreciation and gratetul ad-
miration. Such woeuld indeed be
the case if Lthose acts evidepced a
noble, large-heartedne:s closely
akin to that which ipspired Queen
Victoria’s Proclamation to the East
[odians. :

As for poor KEvarts’ narrow-
minded, mean-spirited, self-stulti-
fying, country-degrading ecircular,
(what a fall is there, my country-
men, only te think of it!) may he
live to be ashanred of it, thoroughly
ashamed ef it, as much ashamed of
it as any honest, noble-minded
man ought to be. So may Presi-
dent Hayes in regard to his late
ifliberal message to Congress, and
80 may the Saratoga Presbyterian
Assembly in respect to their un-
christian, bigoted, and ecruel
resolutions condemning the “Mor-
mon” system of marri
have much, very much to learn
before they are able to manifest, or
even to understand, the
liberty of the gospel of Jesus Christ,

JACOE.
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THE THREE KINGS IN ZARA-
HEMLA.

MOSIAH IF¥

The history given in the Book of
Mormon of the Nephites from the
foundation of the kingdom to the
days of Mosiah isa very meagre
We can gather therefrom

Queen’s views in | but a few ideas of their progress

and civillzation. What little is
told us may be sumwmanzed as fol-
Jowse:

They - were governed by kings

Emanating fromithe ministry, even | who were the direct descendants of

Nephi. These kings were, as a rule,
righteous men and wise ralers. The
law of Moses was strictly obzerved
and other equitable and just laws
were enacted to regulate those mat-
ters which the Mosaic law did not
touch,

The Nephites multiplied greatly
and also grew exceedingly, rich in
the wealth of this world; whilst
their artisans and meghanics were
very expert in the arts and manu-
factures, They alsa gpread abroad
on the face of the land of Nephi
and were much seattered.

The Lamanigs foMowed them

perfect |

upon them; the Lamanitées being
often used by him as & sharp in-
strument to bricg them to repent-
ance and reformation.

This is, in short, the general his-
tory of the peple of the land of Ne-
phi for between threeand four hun-
dred years.,

Moeiah resided in the land of
| Nephi aund Jived there as near as
we can discover, during the latter
half of the third century before
Christ. Whether he was originsal-
ly a prophet, priest or king, the
historian (Amaleki) does not in-
form us, Most certainly he was a
righteous man, for the Lord made
choice of him to guide the obedient
Nephites from their native country
to a land that be would ehew them.

The causes that led the Lord to
make this call upon the Nephites
are not directly stated, but some of
|them can be easily surmised.
A mongst such we suggest that:

The aggressive Lamanites were
constantly crowding upon them,
ravaging their more remote dis-
tricts, entrapping and enslaving
the inhabitauts of the outlayivg
settlements, driving off their flocks
and herds, and Eeeping them in a
constant state of anxiety and dread,
which partially paralyzad their gro-
gress and hindered the develop-
ment of the work of God. For a
state of continued alarm or sactual
warfare is not likely to prove ad-
vantageous to the cultivation of the
fgraces and virtues that prepare
men for the glories of eternity, The
Liord therefore Jed them to a land
of peace,

Aguin, this cotrrse ot events con-
tinued for so long a period, had
caused much hard-heartedness and
stiff-neckedness in the mwidst of the
Nephites, some of the people were
righteous, some exceedingly wick-
ed. To separate these c¢lasses the
Lord called the fai®hful and obedi-
ent to follow Moesiah to another
land,

Fora third reason, there was a
portion of the house of Israel, a few
nundred mites to the north, entire-
ly unknown to their Nephite
brethren. These had sunken very
low in true eivilization, they were
80 degraded that they denied the
being of their Creator,” they had
bad many internicine wars and
local contentione; they had cor-
rapted their langusge, had no re-
gcords nor ecriptures, and were al-
together in a deplorable condition.
To save and regenerate this branch
of God’s covenant people, He lcd
Mosiah and his people to the place
where they dwelt.

The location of the land of Nephi
is not definitely given in the Buok
| of Mormoon. Xider Orson Pratt, 1
a foot note to page 155 of the last
edition of that sacred work says,
““The land of Nephi is supposed to
have beea in or near Kcuador,
South America.” With this con.

r

clusion we entirely agree.
Other brethren have imagined
it to have been in Bolivia,

or Peru, but witbout it was in the
extremme northern limits of these
nations, they have located it too
far seuth of the Liand of Zarahem!a
to be consistent with the most de-
tailed accounts of the journeyings
made in later years betwsen the
two lands) besilies, it is directly
stated® that the two lands were
simply separated ‘'‘by a narrow
strip of wilderness, which ran from
the sea east, even to the sea west,”
We also imagine the part inhabit-
ed by the Nephites to have been
situated among the table lands or
higher valleys of the Andes, much
as Utah is lceated in the bosom of
the Rocky Mountains and parallel
chains. For these reasons,

1st. It was a land rich in miner-
als, which all through the Ameri-
can continents are found most
abundantly in mountain regions;
we may (so far as mineral proxim-
ity is concerned) commpare the
country east of this portion of the
Andes,—~the unexplored, alluvial
gilvas of the Amazon—to the great
plains or prairies east of the Rocky
Mountains, These eilvas, stretch-
ing from the Andes to the Atlantic
we regard as the great wilderness
south of Zerahemela 20 often spok-
en of in the annals of the Judges,

2nd. The climate of the torrid
| low lands, almost directly under




