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after the summer of 1849 says the his
f 1torianhorlan was certainly much less than

S SLOW a year and he adds that there
never was a year in the whole period

y aften the average wages of white la
2 borers in any other occupation were

not double the return to the miner
that is to say the great mass of ther outside of the few who made
the lucky finds never realized more
thenthan a bare hard living from their
feverish adventure

what then must be the prospects
before the mass of men now rushing
oa tto the klondike region it is not

sible that this excursion may
equal in numbers the memorable 49

4 rush to california there are already
801900 or more people assembled at

I1 dawson city and in that
tends more are on the alaskan coast

4 awaiting the advent of spring and the
opening of the ice and rockboundrock bound ways
ofocthathe upper yukon gold fields every
teasel that now leaves the coast of
california oregon washington and
british columbia is loaded down with
aoel seekers A steamer sailing yester

1 aly from portland ore carried
adventurers and refused passage to

f amortheof applicants A schooner leaving
teattle yesterday carried as many as

Is could including 25 women A party
left connecticut yesterday bound for

the klondike the rallrailroadsroads running
iwan chicago to washington and ore
vonon are alalreadyready enjoyenjoyingI1ng a large traffic
awlewlawa kind and preparingfor a much

try rushpush as the spring draws near
stocks andand bonds are strong in
street speculation on this pros

fes ai itif the event of the california be
ptaP ta amura proved that the great mass of

id seekers had been engaged in ayasa s be chase what must be saidsaad of
IwOir bable results of this klondike

jittu the people of california
Ubave their celebration this week be

ue1 1 ltit was fifty years ago this time
busjohnBS Johnbn marshall found the gold nug

set ththee country by the ears
TSaTyear of 1848 brought out

but the or less of gold
r natchich came from the klondike last

hammerUv mer and fall was the product not
C wish season but largely of two or three

of diligent labor on the part of
whorho brought it out one miner

wlm blhasts just arrived on the alaskan
baet from dawson city reports that
the whole long winters work of the
thousands now in the klondike field
alo not yield more than in

omold it hap been predicted by one of
filetoe morer enthusiastic boomers recently

i from that quarter that the gold
for this year in alaska and

AWU cent territory would reach
AW butbat a later arrival whose words
reached the newspapers yesterday
fraed the probable yield of the year at

0
O

therere toIs every prospect that from
ato to people will be struggling
teiM tt share in this product before mid
aftafterjr and if the yield should reach
the augestlugest estimate obviously the re-
turn to the great mass of gold seekers
ingot bee beggarly indeed and they
wastit endure such hardships as the

miner never dreamed of to
ft tat light return but the chances

aft thatt the production will fall under
wes minimumminimum estimate of
me latest news from the gold region
isie that no new strikes have been
made ancesince early last year the new
toyok times prints ELa letter received fromcity under the date of the
brat of december which gives the bestbeat
and evidently most truthful account
ofat the situationactuation there that we have
een ttit states that the entire district

up anda down the various creeks where
ehod TAshas been found has been staked

atti reoemptied that many of the
safeaSS fea mines are of little or no
ws Vthatt they are all worked under
brt afmoult conditions

ble that food is scarce and must be-
come scarcer and must be extraordi-
narily high in price at all times be-
cause of the inaccessibility of the re-
gion and that in the absence of fur-
ther discoveries beyond the occupied
districts the people who are now
moving to the fields must become wage
workers for those holding the claims
and must expend their high wages for
equally high priced food and endure
great privation cold and hardship in
addition

nevertheless the rush to the klon-
dike will proceed let it be known that
ten men in a company of have
picked up a sudden fortune in that
field and gotten out safely while the

have either starved to death or
barely escaped with their lives and
the rush will still go on justifying
that celebrated foreign charactercharacteriza-
tion

IZEL

that if you were to throw a dol-
lar across the pit of hades the average
yankee would leap torfor it springfield
republican

STRANGER THAN FICTION
t

st louis globe democrat if you
ring the electric bell at 1129 north
grand avenue any afternoon between
2 and 6 a polite scholarly
looking old gentleman with white
mustache and imperial and a slight
foreign accent will open the door in
reply to questions he will tell you that
he is dr simon he is the
oldest practicing physician in this city
and probably in the state but
never guess it from hishia appearance or
his conversation

if you impress dr pollack favorably
and there is no great rush of clients he
will drop into a reminiscent vein and
tell you storistorieseft of life in tennessee and
louisiana fifty or sixty years ago and
of st loulslouis in was times some are
gray some are gay and all are inter-
esting

probably the favorite recollection of
dr tois how he obtained a life-
like portrait of a girl who had been
dead six months he declares that
there was no sentiment than
friendship involved but through the
the narrative there is itA constant sug-
gestion of the saddest words of tongue
or pen

the story has never been printed be-
fore it is fifty years ago said the
doctor to a globe democrat reporter
yesterday 1I1 was living on sycamore
creek twenty five miles from nash-
ville Tenn with the family of samuel
watson a prominent manufacturer
and a member of the legislature I1
was a young man then not longiong in
this country and I1 spoke english so
faulty I1 desired to improve in that par-
ticular before beginning the practice
of my profession in nashville

creek was a beauti-
ful stream clear as crystal as is mostmoat
of the water in the limestone regions
around nashville samuel watson had
had dammed it and made a pond and
a waterfall with sufficient force to run
a grist mill a saw mill and a cotton
factory he was a rhode island man
full of push and enterprise and a son
inlawin law of Gegovernorvernor morton of massa-
chusettschu the man who was elected by
one vote in 1840

his brother matthew watson was
a bank president in nashville
matthew had a daughter mary fran-
ces watson the most charming crea-
ture I1 ever saw she waswaa a brunette
just bursting into the full bloom of
young maidenhood with eyes like deep
shaded waters and a smile like the
breaking of dawn

that summer five young ladlesladies came
down from nashville to spend their va-
cation at samuel watsons house may
prancesfances was among them I1 taught her
to ride a black pony I1 had bought from
a stranded circus and to row and salisail

a boat on the pond above the waterfall
the girls had great sport riding row-
ing and fishing in the day and singing
and dancing at night may france
was the life of the company high
spirited and active she enjoyed anall
outdoorout door sports but nothing delighted
her so much as a gallop on apollo the
black pony

it was a time to be remeremembered for
its joys as well as the tragedy that
ended it in august a few days be-
fore the girls were to return homethere
was an accident on the pond the boat
upset and the five girls were thrownabrowh
into the water they were all re

landand none experienced any evil effects I1

but may prancesfrances I1 have decided
1 since that she had the seeds of malig-
nant malarial fever in her system sadand
that the wetting she got developed the
disease she wawasa 6seizede1 zed with a chill
which was followed by a high fever

she was taken to my room which
was the most convenient for the pur-
pose and put to bed there she lay
for eleven days I1 watched bev till ththe
end came taking practically no restreal
I1 am an old man and I1 have had myMY

share of sorrow but no grief I1 ever felt
was keener than that which wrung my
heart when I1 saw the child WOMhomana
mother mourning over her we feared
mrs watson would lose her reason so
poignant was her sorrow oh if I1
only had 9a likeness of her she would
say just something I1 could lovalove asa
her image

it was very sad but the world doesdoe
not stop for human sorrow may v

frances was buried in nashville I1
remained at sycamore creek till sep-
tember of that yearhearthenarthenye then the VISAW

grew hateful to me everything abbottt
itt reminded me of the dead girl I1 r-

ile
re-

moved to nashville I1 called frequent-
ly on matthew watsons family and
Mrmrs watsonsWatson talked to me of her daugh-
ter she often said it would be someme
mitigation of her grief itif she only hadha
a likeness of her child

photographs and even
types were unknown in those daday
and miminiaturesminanaturesturea were rare in this coas
try because of the scarcity of good
artistsgeorge W dodge was the mostmoat
noted miniature painter of that vday
it was he who painted the celebrated
miniatures of henry clay daniel ywa
ster and andrew jacksonjacksan hebe ayea
about the time polk was elected rr
dent he came to nashvilleNash vile shortly al-
ter I1 did and I1 met him I1

an idea struck me I1 went to dodge
and saldsaid could you make a
of a person you never saw

he laughed at me I1 explained mot
fully mirymary frances face was 2jut asan
alvid in my mind as though I1 werewe
looking at her I1 could describe her
accurately and I1 could get models of09
her features

dodge became interested it looks
impossible said he but I1 would likeilk
to try it first however I1 must have 4
a cast of her face

but she has been dead six month fl
1I must have it saldsaid he itif is nec-

essaryessary for me to have the exact di-
mensionsmen and proportions of the 0
leous structure WithwithoutADUt that nona des-
criptioncrip tion would be of any service WIwithth
it I1 may get a likeness but it la18 doubt-
ful

1

you shall have it I1 said I1 went to
mathew watson and unfolded my planOWL

it was to obtain a likeness of mary
frances and present it to her mothrmother
he agreed to aid me by giving his con-
sent to the blodys being exhumed

dr 1R K martin mr samesjame IB13
yeatman now of st louis and the ja
only person myself who AI

had any hand in the affair
dodge and I1 went to the okt
night opened the grave and took nt
the corpse that had been put kam hi
months before in a walnut


