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as relate to revenue and expenditure
will receive their first and closest
study; and if thereshould be provisions
for extravagant taxalion, excessive
bonding, unlimited borrowing, multi-
plied officers and Increased salaries,
the whole Constitution will be de-
feated at the polls just as sure as the
sun shines—and it ought to be.

Out of the 107 men who will com-
pose the vonstitutional convention next
March, a good many who are already
named and who will probably be
elected are persomally known to
the NEws, Some of them possess
excellent capacity for the responsible
duties before them; some are passably
good; and some, who will bave to Le
regarded as hopelessly unfit, are only
& semall source of concern because they
are few and will be uninfluential,
It is truly to he hoped that wisdom
will prevail, that the advice of sound,
experlenced and conzervative men will
be heeded, and that those who do not
know much about the business
before them will at Jeast know
enough to listen to the counsel and
follow the example of thelr intellectual
superiors, For ourselves, we do not
mind saylng we care not what the
composition of or how small the coterle
that takes the lead and assumes the
diotation in the important work on
hand, provided the ruling motive is
devotion to the people’s interests and to
the welfare, justice and patriotism of
the proposed Btate. And we shall have
much more respect for the intelligence
and independence of the convention as
a wholeif its members shall be content
to follow wise leadership and work in
harmonivus unity In the preparation ol
a broad, plain, strong charter, than
if, In following his own whim and
riding his cwn pet hobby, each fantas-
tie theorist and politician shall con-
tribute a patech to a constitutional
orazy quilt of which the whole lot o!
us will be ashamed.

THE LEXOW COMMITIEE’S WORK.

The moral rottenness of the ‘““finest
police force in the world?’ has been

exposed in its loathsome detalls during
the past few weeks before the Lexow
investigating committee in New York,
and the work of unveiling is still
going on. The brutal caaracter of
many of the men to whom s entrusted
the duty of preserving and represent-
ing law and order in the great metrop-
olis was shown in the fact that a
whole army of those officers were
arralgned for mssault upon peacelul
citizens. They seem to have used
thelr clubs merely for the pleasure ‘il
gave them, and were kept on the force,
notwithetanding the complalnte made
againet them from time to time.
Begides this, a regular system of bribe-
taking is shown to have beenin vogue.
Persons carrying on legitimate busi-
ness had to share the profite with the
police In order to avoid belng harassed
in various wayr, and owners of places
of infamy of various kinde escaped
prosecution by paying the police regu-
lar contributione, The money thuas ob-
tained was divided between the men
and some of their supericrs, Every
day during the remarkable hearing
new diecoveries of a shocking nature
have been brought to Jight.

Probably the most sensational yet is
the announcement by the New York

World, on what that paper con-
slders good authority, that those
interested in the contisuation of the
corruption have actually gone to the
length of offering Mr. Jobn Goff, coun.
gel for the Lexow committee, large
sums of money for withdrawing from
the case, Thestory goes that that able
progecutor was approached by a high
Tammany official and offered §$30,000
to give up the Investigation. ILater,
when it became evicent that the
searchlight was to be thrown upon the
stage even behind the police depart-
ment and higher up, he was, according
to the report, offered $300,000, Botb
offers were indignantly refused. Al
last he was given to understand that it
he would accept the nomination for
mayor of New York, he would be en-
dorsed by Tammany hall. Again he re-
fused and resolved, it is said, to add
his testimony to that of the others.
Interviewed on the subject, Mr. Gofl
refused to talk for publication, a fact ip
itself rather suspiclous; for it he had
not been approached at all with such
offers, the most natural course would
have been to deny the rumor. Butan
intimate friend of Mr. Goff did mnot
hesitate to say that the World would
not be much mistaken in publishing
the information,

It is humillating enough to contem-
plate a case of total depravity in any
publieservant in whom the people, by
virtue of their own majesty, have
placed confldence, But it is woree
still, that euch indescribable corraption
and deception as are referred to are
part of a machinery by which a whole
community is being manipulated
against its own moral interests. Ifsuch
things are possible in one of the larg-
est cities of the world, the metropolis ol
this country, once the God-given
refuge of men and women who fled
from the corruption of the Old World,
it is time to pause and consider a
remedy which ehall be adequate to the
})urlfylng the body politio from head to
oot,

The struggle of Dr. Parkhurst
against the iniquities of New York
concerns the whole Republie, and the
final outcome of it will be watched
with the greatest interest. The real
question is whether the institutions of
this country can be used with im-
punity for the furtherance of selfish-
nese, greed and vice, or whether in-
dividuals, whothug lay unholy hands
on the sacred ark of liberty, will not at
last be smitten as was Uzzah at the
threshing floor of Nachen.

AN OLD PLAGUE HERE AGAIN.

The beholder of spooks and the im-
aginer of vain things s going up and
down the earth wailing about strange
Influences, subtle suggestions, and
mysterious nods,winks and sigus being
introduced into Utah politice. This
epidemic recurs with more or less
regularity just prior to every election;
while not as frequent ae the *“‘shakes
and fever,” it is infinitely more
serlous, for it is an affeotion of Lhe
miod rather than of the body. Phys-
iciaps are by no means agreed as to
the best treatment for a patient thus
tuken, but on general principles it ie
adviged that asirong mental tonic be
administered, the habit of looking
straight at tangible tbings be encour-
aged, and the mouth be ordered cloged

at least Jong enough to give the
larynx & rest. As there is doubtlesa
some force in the theory of “taking
a part to strengthen a part,”? a
conservative diet of gnats’ or sheep’s
or other dellcate and fine-textured
héaina is earnestly to be recommend-
ed.

Two or three bright intellects
whose hallucinations are beginning
grievously to distress their friends are
in need of immediate treatment; they
should be seen to without delay. The
gymptoms already detected are a mor-
tal fear of and a wandering imbecility
concerning certain ‘‘insidious, se-
cret, insinuating influences’” that
are getting in their politi-
cal work. The poor victim hears
‘“‘whispers behind the scene:;’” he secs
specters of somebody or something in
“‘autherity;’” in his ecstasy of terror he
shrieks for the open exhibition of the
ghosts he flees from, and straightway
he rushes to the nearest newspaper to
exhibit his own sad lunacy. He jib-
bers about the ‘*‘simple-minded and the
unreflecting,”about cowardicean d false-
hood;and in the next breath he shudders
before ‘‘old weapong re-sharpenea?
and dreadful “tactics two years’” old.

The discase, of which these are sure
evidences, for want of a better name
may be called politicum tremens, A
fortune awaits the man who can dig-
cover a permanent cure for it; for
while 1t is in some degree contagious,
the chief danger lies in the fact that it
is not only fatal to the usefulness of him
whom it touches, but that the very
whimelealities that his ailment de-
velops make everybody sick who
comes near him,

IMPENDING CHANGE THERF, T00.

The dispatches bring news that an
imperial resoript has been issued com-

voking the Japanese parliament in
extra sesslon ,at Hiroshima to discuss
such matters connected with the war
as require parliamentary action, Asthe
special privileges granted by the
mikado to parliament when the consti-
tution was established were the full
coptrol of finances and of the adminis=
tration of juetice, it may be surmised
that the expense Incarred in the war
is the chief item under consideration.
There is also in the dispatch a sug-
gestion that 8 new member isto be
added to the cabinet in order to satisfy
the opposition., In this proposed
movement may be observed the ag-
gresslve advance of what is known as
the progressive parly in Japan. It ie
only a little over five years since the
mikade, who formerly was an abgsolute
monareh,decided to give to his subjects
a parllamentary form of governmeni;
and in doing this he moved with ex-
treme caution., Heeaw the tendency
which arcse in his country through
contact with western civilization, and
in order to bein harmony with condi-
tions and pot endanger his throne,
which it was feared would be ren-
dered ipsecure if the absolute mon-
archy were continued, the constitution
wae promulgated, It reserved plenary
executive authority, however, in the
emperor himsell; and thbrough his
cabinet ministers and privy couneil,
who are responsible only to him, he
aimed to retain abeolute control over
administrative matters generally.
- The concessions made by the



