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. Saturday, February 22nd, 1805. Some
lime after midnight the Teavaroa ar-
fived in the vicimity of Manihi, afier
which she “stood off and on® till morn-
Ng, when we approached the passage
¥ the village. The boat was lowered
and among those who landed were El-
der Cutler and myselt. The inhabitants,
Who were nearly all Josephites were ut
In force and lined the stone wharf as
we landed. After the usual handshak-
g all around, we were conducted 1o
one ol the houses, where the people
Bathered around and a long religious
Conversation was soon commenced and
Kept up for hours. Wirimau, a pative
0sephile mniissionary of considerable
ability, took his side of the question of
succession, but was badly whipped on
¢very point which be himself acknowl-
edged, as he was confronted with such
Istorical evidence as he had not known
before. Juduing from his statements
the white Josephite missionaries, In
order to carry their point with the na-
tives in the Tuamotu islands have made
use of such lies and glaring falsehoods
N regard to the true Church as would
Dave put a Missouri mobocrat to shame
In the thirties. Shameto sucha mode
of procedure! These poor natives, who
Or 80 many years bad been left to 1hem-
selves_ without a single Elder {rom
America to advise them, were hot in a
Position to judge as to the correctness
of what they were told by these emisa-
ries, who represented themselves as
Elders of the same church to which
Elders Addison Pratt, Benjamin Grouard
and co-laborers belonged. But they no
doubt fargot to tell that their so-called
Teorganized church did not have an ex-
istence till 1860, while Elder Pratt and his
Companions representing the true church
Performed their missionary labors on

the Pacific jstands from 1844 1o 1852.
E 0€ instance was relaled to me by
Ider Cutler where SOme [Mmoney was
Eathered by the natives for missionary
Purposes, Both our Elders and the
osephite misslonaries were represented.
Vhen a donation is made by the na-
:Wes 1t is customary for the leading men
d0 Make a little speech explaining the
tionat:on about to be made and the nio-
th\#e that has prompted the same, QOp
¥ OCcasion referred 1o, the man who
made.the speech was very particular to
€xplain that the donation was intended
?lr the representatives of that same
gom'ch which Elder Addison Pratt_ and
s Mpanions had established upon the
ands.  Upon which the Josephite
gll'e_acher deliberately stepped forth and
atm‘md the moncy, got it and kept it.
pTens 1S not gelling monecy under false
h tenses, l_would like to know what js!
e Josephites on Manahi are making
ige:eat Preparations for holding a con-
e nce the_re in April. They have built
e 4rge eating house, and eXxpect a preat
maslbou the occasion. They claim a
aretpership of 102 on Manihi, which
sty gearly all _the inhabitants of the
0 nd. Elder_ Cutler_and I returned to
w: Stlllp for dinner with the boat which
Colf anding merchandise and shipping
1a; but we landed again in the after-

noon when we took a long walk around
the motu on which the village stands,
and also looked lor shells on the sea-
shore. Returning to the village, we had
another long conversation with Wiriamu
and others, and went on board with the
last bpat just after sundown. Soon
after that we sailed toward the south,
returning to Apataki. The wind was
again in our favor, and we made good
time. The moon heanied beawifully
upon us, and the voyage was pleasant.

The island ot Manibi (atso called
Waterland island) is sixteen miles long
from southwest to northeast and six
wide; its east end lies in latitude 140°
23/ south, longitude 145° 527 west. It is
a1so sixty miles west ot Takaroa, ninety
miles northwest of Rotoava, Fakarava,
and 280 miles northeast ot Tahiti. The

coral reet at the west end of Manihiis |

quite broad; some of 1he motus are half
a mile wide and several miles long and
well covered with cocoanut trees. The
boal passage where we went in and out
is near the west end of the island on the
south side; it is the unly passage teading
from the ocean to the lngoon.

Sunday, February 23rd. About t
o’clock in the night we had arrived off
the coast of Apataki, which island lies
about twenty miles northeast of Kaukura
and twenty five miles southeast of Aru-
tua, awfl we now stood off and on till
morning. About § o’clock we passed
throtigh a narrow passage between two
niolus on the west side ot Apataki, and
near the north end ot the island,into the
lagoon; thence the ship turnea to tne
lett and cast anchor close to a molu
where the ship’s boat landed with thir-
teen of the natives, besides Elder Cutler
and myself. Whiie we Elders took a
bath in the ocean and read trom our
books under the shade of a cocoanut
tree, the natives gathered about 3oo
dozen kavaka eggs. filling eleveuor
lwelve pood sized boxes and barrels.
This bird, which is considerable smaller
than an ordinary pigeon, is very plenti-
ful on some ol the Tuamotue. {ts eggs
are spotted and exceedingly large
(nearly the size ol chicken’s eggs) tor a
bird of that size; and each bird only lays
one egg at each breeding season which
it deposits in the coral sand in places
where the brush grow:ih is small and
scattered. This being the season for
hatching the islet seemed literally cover-
ed with eggs, and as the natives ap-
proached with their boxesand barrels
bent on robbing the poor birds, these
flew up by the tens of thousands and
then kept flying to and fro overhead
untii the sun was virtually darkened by
their great numbers; and some of them
while making hidious noises came in
uncomfortable close proximity to the
heads of those who were willtully des-
troying their prospects of oflspring
Some of the birds, which are good for
eating, were killed by the sailors, who
also caught some fish and gathered a
quantity of cocoanuts to take on hoard.

Alter spending about three hours on
the uninhabited islet, we returned to
the ship about 3 p. m. Soon afterwards
anchior was weighed and we sailed back
to the ocean the same way that we came;
and now spent the remainder of the day
and the following night sailing to and
fro off the west coast of Apataki.

Monday, February 24th.  Early in the
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morning Eider Cutler and myself land-
ed with the ship's boat at Pakaka. the
only village on the island ot Apataki.
Here we met Mr. Luther Devore a
Josephite missionary, and wife. They
are from the Htate of Qhio. We had a
long and spirited but Iriendly conver-
sation, and I found Mr. Devore more
consistent and reasonable than most
Josephite missionaries that I have con-
versed with, If heissincere and bonest
in heart as he c'aims to be, heis not apt
to remain a Josephite all his days. He
did not believe that the Church organ-
ized by Joseph Smith the Prophet in
1830 was rejected because of polygamuy;
but for other causes; and when | show-
ed him the absurdity of some of these
causes, he gave in, and agreed with me
in that it certainly did not appearreason-
able that Geod, full of love aud long
suffering and who bore so patiently with
the children of Israel and the Nephites
of old, would be so hard on bis children
in the last davs asto reject a whole
Church indiscriminately nierely because
a few men in it appeared to do wrong,
when it was an acknowledged fact that
the great majority werestriving to the
best of their ability to do right. He
laid great slress upon the fact that the
Nauvgo Temple was not finished; but
acknowledged that even that tuken as a
chief cause of rejection did not seem to
be consistent. For who but God him--
self is to determine what He means by
a reasonable time to finish a Temple in?
Are the facts that enemies came upon
the Temple builders and drove them
away from their home not to be con-
sidered? And alier ail, was not the
Temple finished? The answer can be
given both in the affirmiative and the
negative. It was finished sufficiently for
blessings to be given in it, and duly
dedicated. But il finished means the
last coat of paint in the last room and
the highest possible polish and finish
that can be put on a building on the 1n-
side as well as on the outside, then the
Nauvoo Temple was never finished.
Nor was the Kirtland Temple, nor any
other public building (so far as that is
concerned} that I know anything about.
But if the Church was rejected because
the Nauvoo Temple was not finished,
then it must bdve been rejected in the
days ot Joseph Smith and not alterwards;
for it is a historical lact that irom the 6th
of April 1841, when its cornerstones
were laid, until the martyrdom ot Joseph
Smith on June 27th 1844, a period of
nearly three vears and three months,
the Temple walls were only raised to
the windows of the first story; while
from the time of the martyrdom till May
24th, 1845, when the capstone was laid, a
period ot about gleven months, the rest
of the walls were built and completed
under the direction of Brigham Young
and the other Apostles. Then the roof
was put on, the altic story and tower
builtaind the Temple finished sufficiently
to be publicly dedicated May 1st, 1846.
This proves that if there is any blame
attached to any one for not pushing the
work forward on that building fast
enough. jt belongs 10 a date prior to
June 27th, 1844; for alter that the work
progressed so fast and incessantly that
people generally were astonished and
the Illinois mobocrats alarmed. [ claim
that it is simply absurd to charge Brig-
ham Young and the Church atter Jos-
eph’s death with any neglect in regard
to the building and finishing of the Nau-
voo Temple, and it is doubly absurd to
think that the Lord would reject a whole



