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THE CAM FIRES

I1 CLEAR LOGICAL AND DISPAdispassionate
DEFENSE OPOF THE MORMON

BY A STRANGER
r

suitor deseret
the writer of these lines is only a

visitor to this lamousfamous city who came
here to see and hear everything if
possible just to be able to judge for
himself about the people located here
udand their institutions

for many years I1 have been con-
nectedliected by ties of friendship to some
of those who took a prominent part in
that ever glorious war of america
which liberated millions of human bei-
ngs from foul slavery and I1 have al-
wayswa felt my bosom swell with love
goaa veneration towards those men
who were the instruments in the hands
of the almighty to accomplish this
wonderful work naturally there
om I1 have taken a great interest in

the meetings held this week in the
city the camp fires and I1 think
the remembrance thereof will late itif
ever vanish from my mind the
owingglowing patriotism the noble enghu
gium the overwhelming eloquence
the sparkling wit of the members ofof
the grandgrana army of the republic has
shown me that america is indeed the
great nation I1 have always thought tierher
to be A people of such men and
women can never never be trodden
down by the feet of tyrants
I1 have however foundfouad it very

strange that people of this city should
have thought proper to convert the
camp fires of those noble soldiers into
meetingsgil of political agitation night

speeches have been made
against the people of utah and their

institutions they have been ridiculed
and every fool can ridicule a thing

they have been accused of
crimes thethey hhaveave been shouted
against like paulau i at ephesus where
they shouted for two hourshoura without a
pauseuse greateat is diana of the

I1 ephesiansphe i great is diana of the
ephesiansEphesiaphe as they have shouted until

air voices failed them and their
color changed into that of a boiled
lobster down with them I1 I1 do not
think the expression I1 crucify them I1 I1

was used but a noble wish of sending
taeme whole territory to hell has actual
arbeenIT been uttered it I1 was not mistaken
now I1 cannot help feeling this to be
very strange I1 had thought that an
opportunity like this when a city is
honored by the presence of a great
numberamber of the most illustrious sons of
thehe country wwouldoal have been much
better appreciatedaappp if all local dissen
dons wwereere fordforgottengotten for ima momen tand
ath one hhearteart had joined in enghu
boic welcomes of the lilliberatorsaerators of
ikone great fatherland
the accusations made these eveni-

ngs against the people of utah are
tery serious they have been accused
of treason to the government of mur-
der otof perjury of hypocrisy of lewd-
ness of cowardice and then again and
above all of treason

being a stranger here I1 do not wish
and I1 am not in position to give any
opinion on the points of difference be-
tween the people of this territory and
their fellow citizens of the unitedunited
states of america it is for others to
do so but as a visitor to this place
in this time of great commotion I1 maymar
be allowed perhaps to state just what
has been impressed upon my mind bby
the very same speeches to which 1
have been an eager listener
and then first of all let me point

out the vast difference between the
made and the proofs prod-

uceddeuced the accusations of
oryry lewdness and disloyalty arearb made

mst the whole people the mormonscormons
laIs whole are accused of these crimes
seirleir institutions are stained their
immunitiesmm unities are pictured as murder

ids0 uunchasten- astee and treacherous and
abatwhat araree the proofs that the people are
murderers this was the proof that a
murder was actually committed by a
mormon and an assault by another
nowhow I1 believe that suchsuca an argument
could never have been used except for
the purpose of painting the devil upon
he wallwaif so as to frighten the soldiers

and make them draw their victorious
swordsin self defense Is there any
state or territory in america where
murders and assaults have not been
made Is there any denomination that
causacan say gehadwe bad never a member whocommittedcommitted murder itif not by the
same mode of reasoning they are all
murderers but no man of sense
ever reasons in that way to my
mind this way of reasoning only carries
disgust against the reasoner other
proofs there must be itif that grave
charge shall appear to be more than
base slander

what is said of the charge of mur-
der applies equally to the charge of
perjury itif there are cases of prejury
thatbat does not prove that the people as
a people teach or are taught berjperjurytiry
and isaysay more any woman who de
serve shat name and who was dragged
before a rough public and there by a
stranger a man were asked questions
which society deems indecent anyady
young woman who under such cir-
cumstancescum stances gave way to the temptat-
ion ofof not answering or not knowing
alforfor one would heartily forgive I11shouldshould like the soldiers of the grand
army to fancy their own dear sisters
and mothers and daughters in
this position and I1 feetfeel sure
thethey too would forgive them
nobody can think perjury otherwise
than a sin and a great sin as eveia lieis but sometimes there arearc such cir
cum stances connected with sin even
with murder that an impartial Jjuryury says
ROCw guilty and I1 think this may justly
be samaa of some of the cases of berjperjuryury i
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the proof of is of course
polygamy and the american eoplepeople
were called upon to come acxand help
against this practice

now I1 do not want to say a single
word inin defense of polypolygamyamy nor of
monogamy but this is willwhatat came to
my mind on hearing the constant de-
nunciations against the mormon peo-
ple on account of polygamy are the
monogamous people of this country
after all so much more chaste and pure
than the mormonscormonsMor mons do the wo-
men of utah need protection from
their sisters in new york I1
heardbeard the offer made by the pre-
sident of the relief society
and their arms and homes should ever
iebe open to any fugitive and so on
well I1 felt as if I1 should likeike to ad-
vise the women of utah a little there
are thousands otof poor women right in
new york oppressed by brutes under
the name of husbands I1 know not if
they ever had this generous offer but
let them first go audand be relieved and
when you have seen what reception
they get profit by their examples ifyou should ever need protection
words and phrases cost littleon the question of poly-gamypolygamy philo-
sophers may differ some may think
it a crime and some waymay think it a
remedy against some of the most
prominent evils of mono armistic so
clety one thing is certain and that j

is that lewdness is not promoted
by polygamy any more than chastity is
promoted by monogamy I1 should
think that purity or impurity springs
from the heart not from social institu-
tions where the heart is impure no
law will ever be able to extinguish its
burning fire civilized society in our
time is the best proof of this it seems
itself to be corrupt in many parts of its
body and it needs a thorough cure
before it undertakes to act the physi-
cian

but the great point is I1 understand
that polygamy is now prohibited by
toethe lawslaws of the united states and
these laws must be obeyed I1 can un-
derstandderstand that but I1 can not under-
stand that the GAG A R are to be theguardiguardiansansofof the laws in utah any
more than everywhere else I1 have
heard that the great cities of america
haveve many crimes to answer for
houses where impurity is exhibited
for sale there are sins of lust com-
mitted secretly by all classes of society
people speak of infanticide and simi-
lar secret deeds of dark-
ness are said to be fear-
fully common now I1 say that
it has not occurred to me that it is the
duty of eradicate all these
crimes from Americamericanku soil but if it
be so let them commence in the east
let the cities of new dorkof phila-
delphia of chicago cry out to them
come over and help us against all
these lawbreakinglaw breaking methodists and
lutheransLutherans and just
analogous to what some citizens here
have done this week and let the sol-
diers begin their work in right earnest
it strikes me that by the time they
have accomplished their work in the
east their help in utah will be needed
no longer

among the charges brought forth
against the people of this territory
that of treason was the most prominent
waeoae and that which was depended
upon as the most effective one this
charge was constantly repeatedrepealed and
to put down treason to make themhem
obey the laws and similar expres-
sions were always sure to be applaud-
ed now ilhan were the proofs given
to support me charge of treason this
not the aeapplause was to me the es-
sential point

it was stated that brigham young
on hearing 0off the assassination of ab-
ranam

ab-
raham lincolninco I1 n could not conceal his
exaltaexultationion Bbutt strange to say it wasas
not athstateded wwhathat briehan younyoung did on
that particular occasion aldwyerA lawyer
ought to know that a bare statement is
no proof what the speaker took for
exultation was perhaps not exultation
at all or if it was perhaps it was over
something else without the least con-
nection with abraham lincoln As a
proofrbof this statement is to me worth-lessfess

butbat another thing was often referred
to it was said that the american flag
had been half masted on ththee
ath of july the birthday of
the nation and this was stated
mind you to prove that the people otof
utah are rebels that their religion is
organized treason and their leaders
traitors if the sspeakerseakers had been
content to lay this

afpf

fearfulearful charge on
those persons who halfmasted the flag
only I1 should not have wonwonderedderea so
much but when they on account of
that flag story cry treason agagainst the
whole people why I1 say that is or-
ganized treason against all the rules of
logic I1 know of first of all was the
halfhad masting otof the flag an act of the
people it so in what representative
assembly had it been resolved to half
mast the flag if this cannot be shown
I1 venture to say that this halfmasting
of the flag is not to lebe attributed to the
people nor to their religion and then
is it quite sure that this halfmasting
of the flag was meant to be an insult to
the american people can it be attri-
buted to no other motive than this if
it cancad why not try to give it the
best motive rather than the worst anone
I1 can admit that this half mastingmasling of
the beautiful american flag on that
day must have been a surprising sight
but I1 cannot admit that it proves dis-
loyalty

perhaps it meant sorrow perhaps
those who were responsible for the
often mentioned act whoever they
were meant in this way to tell ameri-
ca that she has sons and daughters
within her boundaries whose grief is
sogo great that even the day that brings

joy to all her other children can but
partly be enjoyed by themyou speak of the disloyalty of themormonscormonsMor mons that they consider america
and all the world as their enemies
that their childrenLh ildren are taught this
from infancy

but it seems lo10 me that the world at
large america included has com-
pelled the mormon people to consider
it as their enemies look at the short
history of the mormonscormonsMor mons when lath-
ers

fath-
ers have to tell their childrenchildrenofof all
those bloody deeds of a fanatical mob
headed by ungodly agitating orators
how can you expect otherwise thanthat such facts must leave the impres-
sion uponu on their minds that they arefriendlessfrienfriendlessdYess in a landland of enemies
hatred begets hatred as love begets
love this needs no proof themormonscormons are a highly wronged people
their history is a continualal chain of
wrongs done to them if they there-
fore sometimes are not so enthusias-
tic in their exaltation of the american
birthday this accounts for it

but I1 have heard it said that the se-
vere sufferings which this people have
experienced they have broellbroughtglit upon
themselves by their own iniquity itis said for instance that joseph
smith was killed for sstealingealingt
sheep and horses and for other
acts otof immorality now I1 was
not at the spot where these events took
place but one thing I1 want to say and
that is if joseph smith was able to
convert people to his religion by steal-
ing horses and sheep then he has per-
formed a greater miracle than anybody
before his time just try it I1 wantyour pastors and clergymen to try itput on your robes andgo out stealing before you deliveryour sermons and if you ever thisbeing known convert anybody to your
faith or nilfill your churches with peopleeople
I1 will make one of your audienceaudienceaugience
just give this a fair trial before you
speak of the mormonscormons having brought
their sufferings upon themselves

reflecting upon the speeches deliv-
ered this week against the people
of this territory I1 have beenstronstronglyI impressed with thefeeling that some of theorators did not mind at all what they
sailsaid that they cared but little whether
their arguments werawere valid or not thatit was allail the same to them whether
their conclusions followed frumfrom their
premises or not only they could gain
their one point kept in view through-
out the whole proceeding viz to
arouse the whole american people
against this part that and noth-ing else was clearly the sole objectnow whatever attribute this may
deserve I1 leave to others to say butI1 am sure that it is not in accordance
with that religionion of love whose foun-der instead of crushing his enemies
with thunder or fire prayed for them
and gave his own life to save themare the people of this territory so
fearfully led astray remember that not
hatred but love will save them and
remember also that if america shouldundertake by persecution to crush thispeople at a breakfast remember I1sayay that though it cannot be said that
persecuted people have always been
right it can be said and it shall be said
in the sacred name of liberty that per-
secutors are always wrong
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editor deseret news
la accordance with arrangements

for the celebration of july
day in tilethe community
were aroused from their peaceful
slumber at early dawn of that memor-
able day by the firing of canon and
beautiful music discoursed by our
string band at 9 a in a signal of
nine guns was tiredfired for the people to
assemble at the new tabernacle wb ere
under the direction of the marshal of
the day wmwin T owens esq the fol-
lowing programme was rendered

singing by the choir under the
greenwood tree which was beauti-
fully rendered

prayer bytheby the chaplain samuel 0
crosby esq

choir sangsan gOurour native land
then followed the oration by the

orator james houston who spoke
chiefly upon the promises of the lord
as being the means of gathering the
saints to the valleys of the mountains
briefly referred to the constitution of
the united states as being inspired of
god also touched upon the liberties
and privileges of the latter day
saints as compared with the outside
world explained the many changes
taking place in the earth and ferivmeriteded
the same by holy writ

the string band rendered sweet
music

president J W crosby jr spoke
for 15 minutesminniesminu ies exemplifying to the
congregation the motive and object in
celebrating july referred
to the pioneers of that day 1847
audand the rising generation of todayto day
alluded to the liberties of the latter
day ailtsS being curtailed and certain
ones imprisoned for conscience sake
exhorted all present especially lat
ter day saints to honor and revere the
constitution even at the peril of their
lives itif necessary illustrated in a
very forcible maunee howow the perse-
cution of the latter day saints todayto day
was a mere drop in the bucket so to
speak as compared with that of for-
mer day saints

miss sicy delong then recited sin
1111 jim

the band then discoursed beautifulbeautiaul
music

counselor M M steel addressed the
congregation for 15 minutes upon the
early persecution of this people and
their object in gathering to the moun-
tains and fleeing from babylon that
they might serve god according to the
dcdictatestates of their own conscience as
grantedgranted to all men by that glor-
ious instrument the constitu-
tion of the united states ref-
erred to the present administration
legislating and enacting special laws
against the people called mormonscormonsMor mons
compelling them to renounce and
totally deny their religion to do this
or be forever deprived of their fran-
chise the choir sangaang mighty sword
of truth thomas houston de-
livered an impulsive oration in the
shape of a stump speech which was
excellent and highly appreciated
judge david cameron was the next
speaker hebe spoke upon the necessity
otof celebrating pioneer day extended
his remarks to the early persecution 0
the saints from the assassination 0
soseph smith the prophet to the pre
lentent crusade etc the choir sangsan 9 the

11Ijarvestarvest glee mrs mary H sevy
read an essay Uupon0 1 1 woman suffrage
which was wewell renderede dered and the elo
cution superb H barney jr recited

the landing of the pilgrim fathers
brother john steele of toquerville

addressed the assembly upon cele-
bratingbrating independence and Jiopioneerneer
days fullyully substantiated the rights olof
american citizens in the pursuit of
life liberty and happiness related
incidents relative to the organization
of the mormon battalion ef which the
speaker was a member his remarks
were interesting beyond description

the choir then sang the anthem en-
titled mansions in the skies ben-
edictionedic tion by the chaplain

the afternoon was devoted to
amusements of various kinds includ-
ing a dance for the children at 3 p in
horse racing etc

Ththadaus celebration was concluded
by a grand ball in the evening where
all enjoyed themselves in the merry
dance respectfully

JOHN M DUNNING

A reporter who once pulled a hand
press on a country weekly tells this
story one day while the paper was
being worked off a man from the
country came in and walked allaround
the room finally stopping near the
press and watching the work very
earnestly anything I1 can do torfor
you asiasked the man at the leverever
pausing between impressions naw 7

was the reply 1 I dont want
I1 jjisis come to see you edit
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delinquent NOTICE
T EISIS HEREBY GIVEN TO VF ANOjl Eerisearlsris whose address is19 not known that

1 philip neder have done that necessary
amount of work ed by law on the fol-
lowinglo ving abines alexandria and pinto
situated in kush valley buining Ui strict in
constitution canon tooelethoele concounty11 ty atah
territory the amount due me for labor
performed findand expenses for assessment
from the year eighteen hundred and eighty
one to0 edgeighteeniteen hundred and eighty five
the amount set forth being his share of as-
sessmentsesen and itif not settled within
the required time of law I1 shall in accord-
ance with law claim the above named
mines together with all their patents
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