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L HE gold mining
conconventionv e n tion at
denver thisthin week
will give the pub-
lic some idea of
the enenormous0 r m 0 u s
amount of the
yellow metalesy ass which is now be-

i
1 jsu g dragged ffromrom the mountains of the

sv west the increase is going on steadily
6 there was nneverever anything like it belorebefore
s awfid the prospects are that it will be even

createrereaterter in the future we are having a
J bood otof gold not only from the united
1 ates buttrombut from all other gold reregionsgions

tl information from the director
iotte mint and it is based upon his re

arbports which come in regularly from all
the director of the4startswaft ofef the world

suntmat hahass confidential relations with the

bMKW smeltingsmellingsm elting establishments and deduc

ttea works of the united states
I1

by

they send him statements as to the
f amountsats of gold and silver which thetheyy

caceive they report whence the metals
come and where I1they go he gets also

boortseoortsts from the officers of the mint iny differentrent partsarts of the united Sstatestates and
lushis ahw bringsbrings him reports mcathy fifromom

elfaeae gold regions of africa australia
russia south america and elsewhere

agu reports given by the smeltingsmellingsmeltingy are of gold actually melted up

sl I1 d mt into circulation they are not
A at way estimates ofif prospectors or mine

but are made up 0off figures as
reliable as ananyy you will find in the treas

z department itisit is through such re
sports that the director of the mint knows
jfeStt month to month just how the

of the worlds gold is rising or
jailing Ssittingattiing in his office at the

ry department he can watch this
wolden rivrivererandand its brbranchesinches as it flows

throughoutghost the world and can estimate
size andd the directions toward which

C k etwasit was by appointment of director
nprestonJPreston aaa I1 called at the treasury de

eat this afternoon I1 found him in

bJprivateatee 0officece in the mint bureau with
large sheets of figures lying be-

foreoft him after a word or so of greeting

t aa iak that the gold product for 1897

rv to more than
itteaa bagb increase going on in nearly

gaw region of the world and the
hua in sight are now greater than

the gold productact of the
I1 abed to0 n

1895 it had reached the
point and this year it will rise at least

more
in what part of the world is the big-

gest increase mr preston I1 asked
we find that more gold is being

mined everywhere replied the director
of the mint south africa will turn out
more than ever this year my reports
fif om australasianalasia indicate that there will
be a great increase there and the united
states will have one of the biggest out-
puts of its hishistoryt y

what part ortheof the united states do
you refer to

to almost every gold region of the
country said director preston we
shall produce at least boco worth
of gold during the coming year and it is
a question with me as to whether this
will not be the biggest gold yield of our
history etwas estimated that we pro-
duced in 1853 that was
when the early gold regions of califor-
nia were at their best but the means
of estimating the amounts taken out
were not so good then as they are now
and I1 think that sixty five millions was
probably an over- estimateoverestimate our increase
in 1896 has been about over
that of 1895 and we will have consider-
ably more of an increase during the
coming year

94 does california still yield a large
amount of gold I1 askedyes replied the director of the
mint it produces more than any other
state in the union it is steadily increas-
ing its product and will turn out some-
thing like 15 worth of gold this
year the people there have reduced
mining to a science they can I1 am
told get the precious metals out cheaper
than the miners of any other part of the
world they do even better than the
operators olof the famous treadwell mine
of alaska much otof their gold costs them
less than fifty cents a ton large sums
are invested in mining operations and
the work is done on such a big scale
that the cost is cut down to the mini-
mum

from what part of california do we
now get the most gold

the most of it comes from the
mother lode replied the director of
the mint this has always been the
chief mining region of californiaC it
runs from north to south through the
state in the mountains back from the
seaseacoastcoast there are a number of dif-
ferent regions along this lode which are
being worked at a great profit and in all
sorts of ways hydraulic mining isbernis being9resumed for a time the laws were
against this because the debris made by
washing down the mountains was carried
by the rivers over the wheat fields de
strayingyingithemthem then a commission was
organized by ayiywhich the apte wasvw soao

taken care otof that the wheat fields were
saved there are several hundred of
hydraulic mines now being worked

how about the new processes of
mining do the californians use them
to any extent

yes replied mr preston there
are cyanide mills and chlorination works
all over california many of the old
dumps are being worked over and old
mines are being reopenedopenedre A number
of the best of the goldgod m nes were
abandoned yeas ago on account of los-
ingin theth vein at a certain depth it was
ttheneen thoughtought that gold did not extend
very deep nto the earth and when the
miners had gone down or SK feet
and lost the vein it was believed that
the end of the gold had come and that
the vein had petered out it is found
however that by going down a little
further the ve n may be often rediscov-
ered and sometimes that it will be richer
i thanban ever this was the case with the
famous gwinn mine this mine was
very rich it had yielded fortunes but
the vein was thought to have played out
A new company took hold of it not
long ago i hey sunk the shaft a few
feet furtner and another big fortune was
opened to view this is also the case
with the kennedy mine and others

another theory that has been ex-
ploded continued mr preston is that
goldid can only be found in one or twofokindsands of rock they now find gold in
everything it occurs in sandstone
shale sate and clay it is 0otenten foundK j
in gravel and you have seen the state-
ments recently pub asbed about the vast
amount of the yellow metal which is in
solution in the waters of the sea there
isis a man in australia who has been ex
peri upon this for the last five
years I1 believe he estimates that there
is about a grain otof gold in a ton of
water or between one and two hundred
tons of gold in a cubic mile one of
his estimates is that if all the gold could
be gotten out of the ocean we would
have more than a hundred billion tons ot611

goldgod this is littlelitte good to the worlo
as noDO means has yet been discovered
of retting the gold out the new pro-
cesses however are steadily increasinggresthe possiblepo ssible from the regularr
sources there is a vast deal of low
grade gold in the south anere ingoldis id
within an hours ride by carriage

rogn
irom

where we are sitting whichw aich tyby im-
proved methods may some day be profit-
ably mined

how about the alaskan gold mr
preston I1 understand that there will1ill
be a heavy yield from there this yar

there wiltwill be some replied the di-
rector of the mint but not ofai a VYgreatgreate amountmount we shall probably haw
several millionw0ion d
fromaroa dinant apo 4of


