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58 THE
thoroughlytho demonstrated by our elders
during the past year extremely bit-
ter counties and neighborhoods have
shown the white flag and many of
their ranks shavehave come with the same
question that peter so closely an-
swered on the first pentecostal day
after the resurrection of our master
prest kimball has told us that after
our testimony would come the testi-
mony of fires earthquakes faLfaminemine
pestilences rings and

which are the judgments or god
and we firmly bear testimony that
some of these have come and others
will follow close upon them

at our conference which met at
jacksboroJack campbell county tenn
were thirty one elders including
elder albert matheson from the office
at chattanooga who was with us on
behalf of prest kimball who has not
yet returned from utah our public
meetings were held in the large as-
sembly room of the court house and
were very well attended especially on
sunday the elders were well pro-
vided for at hotels and private dwell-
ings most of them at the kindness of
A F and P shau the
former manager of the rothschild free
soil farm the latter an attorney at
law who hasteenhas been in utah neither
sparedpared any efforts in assisting to makeTthehe many mormon preachers as com-
fortablefortable as possible many other kind
friends gave a helping hand but time
and space will not permit mentioning
all

on monday we listened to the in-
spired words of elder Matheson which
is to be hoped fell heavily upon our
eareaears and sank deeply into our heartson the our ranks were strength-
ened by the arrival of four elders
from zion and thirty four of us are
now scattered through the various
counties of east tennessee and west-
ern north carolina the missionary
field is indeed like the traditional field
of the tropics where sowing growing
and harvesting last throughout theyear

our present ambition is to become
a system of information and light inour sisterhood of conferences for we
have been a satellitesatelite long enoughmay we grow and increase in our la-
bors and may the spirit of god abide
in every honest heart is our desire andprayer for allyour paper is a welcome visitor andis an indispensable to missionary work

JAS E HARTprest east tenn conference
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FLORIDA SUNDAY SCHOOLS

truly florida is appropriately
named the land of flowers for her
forests hills highways and hedgesare decked and adorned with these
beauties which breathe their flagrance
to the air to be waftedwafred on the gentle
sea breezes

in the fore part of may the elderssaints and friends met in conferenceand spent a few days mingling witheach other enjoying temporal andspiritual feasts but too soon came
the time for parting so with heavy
hearts and laden grips the elders
started for their different fields el-
der CL0 J brown was appointed super-
intendentin of sunday schools of this
conference he taking a local man
for his companion started cpr the
western part of the state visiting re-
visiting and organizing schools in that
section which he reported in a flour-ishing condition on his return he
wasW called to labor in the office at
chattanooga tenn I1 then was noti-
fied to act in his place as superin-
tendentte elder sedgwick and I1packed our grips and inn the company

brother hassell began to hit the
grit as the expression goes on our
eastward course we passed through
the capitol where general hill met
the union men in a skirmish during
the time of the civil war in this
city are but few buildings of note the
state building stands on a hill and
commands a view over the city the
postpostofficeoffice a large brick structure and
the hotel with its grounds shaded
and beautified by the palms century
plants and evergreensevergreens gave the place
anairan air of cheerfulness and ease about
an eighty five miles journey from this
place brought us to jefferson county
where we met the sunday school in
a promising condition the coming
week we continued our journey elder
sedgwick leaving me in madison coun-
ty to labor with elder watts brother
hassell volunteered to remain with
me until I1 met my local companion
brother J B wright after meeting
him we journeyed on to sanderson
where we met the school and our
hearts were filled with joy and swelled
with emotion as the little ones sang
the songs of zion accompanied with
an organ which was placed in the
building by brother G P conova a
kind frfriendnd and a well wisher of the
causecalise after visiting two other
schools bluff creek and new zion
under the supervision of brother har-
ris and harris murphy and dowling
we were notified that the people of
clay county were anxiously waiting
for one of these benefactionsbenefactions to be
established in their midst on the
coming sunday the saints and friends
met in the company of elders hasl-
am cooms stevenson and brother
wright and organized a school and all
were delighted with the mode of con-
ducting and working of the same

we have eleven at present in this
state and expect to double the num-
ber soon the southern states mis-
sion is devoting much care and atten-
tion to thisthio noble cause it is a worthy
cause for it is doing a great work in
bringing many to a knowledge of the
gospel which tois the power of god
unto salvation with the allaying
prejudicejudice causing unity by which we
stand increasing a desire for investi-
gation and a love one for another
this seed Is being sown in fertile andprepare solisoil who can efface the im-
pressionspres that are formed upon the
molding minds which are bound with
iron bands of truth let us put our
shoulders to the wheel and help roll
the work along and hasten the day
when the earth shall be covered with
righteousness as the waters covers the
sea LESTER A STEVENSON

conference S S superintendent
sept 10 1897

OKLAHOMA conference
buckheadbulkheadBuckhead cleveland co oklahoma

sept 20 1897
we know that the communications

from various missionary fields are in-
terestingte to ganv readers of the
news we include ourselves among

those who are much interested in
them As the oklahoma conference
has not been heard from for a long
time and as we believe that not many
less than a dozen anxious mothers are
watching your columns for news
we now have the pleasure of writing
to your estimable sheet

we will begin by stating that their
sons are all 0 K in very deed our
vicinity has had a most enjoyable
time in the assembling of the okla-
homa conference in our midst Ayear ago when the latter day saint
elders first made their appearance in
this locality certain parties said thepeople of this community dont want
mormonism among them and they
are not going to have it I1 wonder
what theyhey think now as we have

captured several of them convert
them to the truths of the gospel law
leading them down in the waters
baptism the opposition manifeemanifested
then with the increased

ehas been the stepping stone to tl
planting of mormonism firmly on 1tm
same forbidden ground this is
instance among many where mo
ism has been kicked up hill by 1

enemies this community for the apfl

week has been favored with 0one
the greatest displays of the sub I1

and grandeur of the gospel of
lord jesus christ that it has
witnessed there was quite a rea
able crowd out each night to 1

to the strange doctrines advocate
the mormonscormonsMor mons doubtless most
them came for curiosity expectllliW
hear something akin to mohamma
ism but instead they heard the
simple story of the cross theprinciples of the gospel were taken
in their order and treated upon
such clearness and simplicity

tho a fool the enquirer need
err in understanding them elder
M holmes explained the origin ofota
book of mormon and proved by
contestablecontes tible scriptural evidence its
vinityfinity the organization of0
church was portrayed with all
helps and governments bv 1

geo V morris elder B IQ netne
explained the second domingcoming of C
and the destiny of the human fatfa
the peoples wonder was aroused
when our worthy president Wwnm
jack gave them a sketch of the 3

tory of the mormon people alfi
the object of the elders 1

as they do their hearheartsta
touched and tears welled up in
eyes of some unused to weeping

one pleasing feature of our cowc
ence was the singing all the EMelare blessed with good strong vpvo
and we made the air ring with
songs of zion we were erivvOc
with the presence of bishop
harper of albion idaho whose cb
sels and advice are always apapp
abed by the young faderselders of israel

wednesday and thursday the
ders met in priesthood meetings

I1

reported their labors also recar
some valuable instructions frostfront
mission president elder jack
elders were assigned to labor
cleveland county until the amt
november and then all will 10oil
south to spend the winter pre
the truths and bearing their huihu
testimonies to the chickasaws

the elders laboring in this ccoal
ence are as follows C M 11hoi
and T G naylornaylor B D Nebeket
franklin raleigh G V morrismorri
J M kearns wm T harper an
A eardley all friends fishlwishing
write them can find them at
ton cleveland county 0oklahomala 0

the time we spent together0 ether
short but pleasant and it waaaai
eyes bedimmed with tears and
prayers for godsdods peace and bablea
upon each other that we parted
another six months our souls B
with the spirit of god and a detedebem
aaion to bear the glad tidings afiW
honest in heart

the elders are traveling withW t
purse or scrip and by so
accomplishing a great deal oiof
because they put their trust in
the news toIs a welcome viallavial
the humble workers in christs
yard JOHN A

conference preelFreshfreshleyleSag

new madrid mo oct 8 at i ft
an earthquake shock was felt here a
no damage was done

new madrid was the scene 0of
lent earthquake in 1811 wwhenhe a
part of the land in the en
sank several feet and wagan overove
by water rani the juippi 1


